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December 21, 2016
Tr’ondëk-Klondike is an exceptional place. The story of what happened here—and continues
happening here—is worth sharing with the world and committing for all time to human memory.
On behalf of the residents of our community, City of Dawson Council is delighted to support the
nomination of Tr’ondëk-Klondike as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The municipality recognizes the
importance of celebrating our history and living heritage, while allowing our cultural landscape to evolve.
World Heritage Site designation will sustain our long-term goals for a healthy community and contribute to
the social, cultural, and economic well-being of Dawson City and the Yukon. As well, communicating the
significance of this place and the lessons it has for humanity is an obligation we take seriously.
We will continue supporting the protection, preservation, and promotion of this incomparable area
and its unique values through responsible management of municipal infrastructure and cultural resources.
Should Tr’ondëk-Klondike be inscribed on the World Heritage List, the City of Dawson is committed to
fulfilling its responsibilities on the proposed Tr’ondëk-Klondike World Heritage Site Stewardship Board.
The partnerships built between local and regional organizations in preparation of the Nomination
Proposal will serve our community well in the years to come. We were brought together by our shared
belief in Tr’ondëk-Klondike’s Outstanding Universal Value and thankful for the efforts that articulated our
shared legacy.
Sincerely,

Mayor Wayne Potoroka

For over a century, generations of placer miners have worked the land surrounding Dawson City
Yukon, providing for their families, contributing to their community and inspiring imaginations
across the globe. For over a hundred centuries, the ancestors of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in people
have hunted and gathered in these same hills and valleys, practicing their traditions, passing their
elders’ wisdom to their descendants and sharing their knowledge of this land that we all call
home. For those who have seen it - to paraphrase poet Robert Service - one would trade it for
no land on earth. This land is Tr’ondëk-Klondike.
The Klondike Placer Miners’ Association (KPMA) believes this land, its history, and its ongoing
relationship with its inhabitants is unrivaled anywhere in the world. Its ability to continue to
evolve and provide for all its peoples is worthy of acknowledgement and preservation. The KPMA
is proud to stand with other members of our community in supporting measures to recognize
and protect ongoing responsible mining and exploration activities in Tr’ondëk-Klondike, and
demonstrating this commitment to the world.
The KPMA would like to commend the Tr’ondëk-Klondike Project Management Committee for
their extensive efforts towards protecting placer miners’ rights to pursue their livelihoods and
provide for their families and community in preparing the Tr’ondëk-Klondike nomination for
potential inscription as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. We look forward to continuing our work
with the committee and its successors throughout the nomination, screening and ultimately
successful implementation of the project in order to ensure ongoing responsible placer mining
and exploration activity may continue to inspire the world for generations to come.
Sincerely,

Jonas Smith
Executive Director
Klondike Placer Miners’ Association

December 7, 2016

RE: World Heritage Nomination for Tr’ondëk-Klondike World Heritage Project
On behalf of the Tourism Industry Association of the Yukon (TIAY), I am writing to
express our support for the proposal nominating Tr’ondëk-Klondike as a UNESCO World
Heritage Site.
We feel that World Heritage Site designation for Tr’ondëk-Klondike will support a
diverse, sustainable economy in the Yukon, in addition to commemorating the region’s
unique cultural heritage from the Klondike Gold Rush until the present day. UNESCO
status would spur economic development in the Yukon by encouraging investment and
providing new opportunities for tourism businesses to harness international awareness
of the region and bring more visitors to the territory.
The collaboration of various local and regional partners in preparation of the
nomination proposal speaks to the cooperative spirit of Yukon communities: working
together to tell our stories and to achieve growth and prosperity. It is a great pleasure to
confirm our support for the Tr’ondëk-Klondike World Heritage Site nomination.

Sincerely;

Blake Rogers
Executive Director

TOURISM INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION OF THE YUKON
#3-1109 First Avenue, Whitehorse, Yukon, Canada Y1A 5G4
Telephone: (867) 668-3331 Fax: (867) 667-7379
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December 21, 2016
On behalf of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Council and Citizens, I am pleased to support the nomination of
Tr’ondëk–Klondike for inscription on UNESCO’s World Heritage List.
Tr’ondëk–Klondike is an exceptional cultural landscape worthy of international recognition
and protection for generations to come. The co-existence of First Nations and newcomer peoples
bound together by the Klondike Gold Rush continues to shape Tr’ondëk–Klondike. Although the
discovery of gold transformed the landscape and forever changed the lives of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in
people, we continue to fish, hunt, trap, and harvest in the same cultural landscape where mining
activity has endured. We are forward-thinking stewards of our home and its resources, and we
play an essential role in the cultural fabric of the community of Dawson City. This cultural
landscape is a place where Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in stories, traditions, activities, camps, and
gatherings are alive and thriving.
The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in are proud to have taken a leadership role in the preparation of
the nomination. It was a collective effort that increased understanding between different parts of
the community and built a strong foundation for collaborative management of Tr’ondëk–Klondike
in the future. Numerous local and regional organizations came together as advisors and
participants in workshops and consultations. The nomination process allowed us to articulate the
important cultural and heritage features of this special place and communicate them to visitors,
Yukoners, and ourselves.
The cultural landscape of Tr’ondëk–Klondike is truly remarkable, and we are proud to
honour the shared history that created it.
Sincerely,

Chief Roberta Joseph
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in

