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Klondike UNESCO World Heritage Site Feasibility Assessment and Strategic Plan 
 
Advisory Committee Meeting – Tuesday June 11, 2013 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Lands Board Room. 10:00 a.m. 
 
In attendance: 
Gary Parker (Klondike Visitors Association), Paul Robitaille (Klondike Visitors 
Association, Jackie Olson (TH, Heritage), Lee Whalen (TH, Heritage), Micah Olesh 
(City of Dawson), Elaine Rohatensky (Parks Canada), Barb Hogan (YG, Historic 
Sites ), Laura Mann (Dawson City Museum), Allie Winton (Dawson City Museum), 
Mark Wickham (Across the River Consulting, REDP Project Manager), Paula 
Hassard (TH, Heritage, WH Project Manager, Greg Hakonson (initially Chamber of 
Commerce).  
 
Regrets: 
David Rohatensky (Parks Canada), Dan Davidson (Chamber of Commerce) 
 
Chair: Jackie Olson 
Recorder: Paula Hassard 
 
Welcome and Introduction 
 
Jackie spoke about how exciting it was to be moving the World Heritage project 
forward, that there was a lot of work to do over the next year. Although TH is 
taking the driver’s seat to get us through to next stage of approval through 
Council, it is still a community-driven process and she is looking forward to 
everyone’s input. 
 
Business arising from minutes of May15, 2013 
 
Communications Strategy - Paula noted that this document is complete and 
rolled up in the draft Strategic Plan.  
 
TOR for Committees – There are some issues related to integrating an external 
committee into a government structure. The TOR are being revised by the 
Implementation Department to ensure a) management and financial 
accountability to TH, and b) that the objective for this year is only to explore the 
feasibility of WH status.    Action: Paula/Tim Gerberding 
 

TRADITIONAL TERRITORY OF THE TR’ONDEK HWECH’IN 
REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN (REDP) 

 
COMMUNITY BASED PROJECTS IMPLEMENTATION 2013-14 
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Committee Structure - Membership in the Advisory Board is still evolving. The  
Chamber of Commerce has identified Dan Davidson as their representative with 
Greg Hakonson (who had already agreed to put his name in as a Resident 
representative) as alternate. However Greg indicated that if he could not vote 
as an alternate he would prefer to be considered as a Resident representative. 
Therefore the Chamber of Commerce alternate position is still open. 
 
Gary announced that he will be stepping back as KVA representative, replaced 
by Paul Robitaille, with Evelyn Pollock as an alternate. Gary said the intent is to 
ensure continuity and broaden awareness in the organization, building a 
stronger team. Paul and Evelyn will not attend meetings at the same time. While 
this leaves one of the Co-Chair and Co-Spokesperson positions open, Gary 
expressed his opinion that it may not be necessary to replace him on the Project 
Management Committee. 
 
Paula read the letter received from the Klondike Placer Miners Association 
(KPMA) declining the invitation to send a representative (June 4, 2013). Executive 
Director Randy Clarkson indicated they had concerns about costs and limited 
staff time. Paula suggested that there may be more interest from KPMA once the 
geographic boundaries are defined, and Jackie reiterated it is important we 
report back to them as we go along.  
  
Sourcing of representatives from the public –Jackie decided that the selection of 
the TH representative will be done by public posting. This will take three weeks 
and depends on approval of the Terms of Reference by Council. We hope to 
have this completed by the next meeting.      Action: Paula/Jackie 
 
Selection of Co-Chairs and Spokespersons 
Jackie Olson (who was away during last meeting) agreed to be Co-Chair and 
Co-Spokesperson for the Advisory Committee. 
 
Project Management Report  
 
Presented (see attached). 
 
Selection of Advisory Committee Resident Representatives 
 
Paula contacted the nine individuals identified and found five who were 
interested. Jackie said it is incredible to have a list like this from which to choose. 
The goal was to achieve a good balance of representation. Greg Hakonson left 
the room during the discussion.  
 
Decision: There will be three Resident Representatives for the Advisory 
Committee, instead of two. 
 
Decision: Resident Representatives for the Advisory Committee will be: Greg 
Hakonson, Dick Van Nostrand, and Molly Shore.  
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Recommendation: That Myrna Butterworth and Molly Macdonald would be of 
great value to the core work of the Universal Values Working Group because of 
their local knowledge and expertise.  
 
The current membership is now as follows: 
 

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in – Jackie Olson; alternate: Lee Whalen 
Klondike Visitors Association – Paul Robitaille; alternate: Evelyn Pollock 
City of Dawson – Micah Olesh; alternate: Jeff Renaud 
Dawson City Museum – Laura Mann; alternate: Allie Winton 
Yukon Government – Barbara Hogan (in fall, will be alternate for Rick 
Lemaire) 
Parks Canada - David Rohatensky; alternate: Elaine Rohatensky  
Dawson City Chamber of Commerce – Dan Davidson; alternate: TBD 
Resident Representatives – Dick Van Nostrand, Molly Shore, Greg 
Hakonson, TH citizen: TBD by public posting process. 

 
Project title 
 
As the website is being developed and public engagement is underway it is 
apparent that the identity of the project needs to be updated. The title used for 
posters in 2010 was ‘The Klondike: A future World Heritage Site?’ and there had 
been consideration to adopting ‘Nomination Klondike’ per the Grand Pré model. 
However as we are only at the feasibility stage, an appropriate title is required 
that reflects this, as well as respecting the cultural duality of the heritage values.  
 
Greg thought the word ‘Klondike’ was automatically associated with the Gold 
Rush and it is exclusive. Everyone agreed it was important to start out with 
‘Tr’ondëk/Klondike’. Discussion occurred around the use of a question mark; 
Gary addressed the need to be strategic and acknowledge that some 
stakeholders do indeed have questions and concerns. Laura suggested use of 
the word ‘status’ rather than ‘site’ as more indicative of the process. 
 
Decision: The interim title will be “Tr’ondëk/Klondike: future World Heritage 
status?” 
 
Paula will circulate the prototypes and/or link to website test page when 
available. 
              Action: Paula/Jackie 
 
Upcoming Opportunities for Public Engagement 
 
For July, Paula requested possible speeches from Spokesperson(s) during 
Aboriginal Days and at Canada Day. Jackie agreed and Laura said it would not 
be a problem to add one more speech on Canada Day. There will also likely be 
media interviews after the news release announcing the formation of the 
committee.  
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During Discovery Days there are several opportunities e.g., after the Parade, 
Bingo and Authors on Eighth. Paula will be soliciting assistance for these and 
perhaps the formation of a Public Engagement Committee. 
 
Paula envisions two key World Heritage events – one ‘Doors Open’ at Tr’ochëk, 
and one symposium with speakers & Pecha Kucha. Other opportunities could tie 
into existing events such as the General Assembly and dance at the end of 
September. Jackie suggested a ‘Doors Open’ series over the summer, featuring 
Forty Mile, the waterfront, and Tr’ochëk.  
 
Paula will update and re-format the fact sheets and exhibit material for use on 
website and handouts at events.  
 
Barb suggested tying World Heritage messaging in with the Anniversary of the 
Umbrella Final Agreement. She also suggested showing people other World 
Heritage sites giving/exchanging information during workshops or symposium, 
similar to YG’s presentation on ‘World Heritage North of Sixty’, shown during 
celebration of 40th Anniversary of World Heritage Committee. Paula suggested 
involving community members by asking them to give slide shows on World 
Heritage sites they had visited. 
 
A list of public engagement ideas is included within the workplan in the Strategic 
Plan, and comments are welcome. 
 
Re: Final Report 
 
Barb brought up the need to address more of the potential social benefits of 
World Heritage status in the final feasibility report e.g., community pride, 
messaging, and a more focused community. If we are going for a common 
vision, there would be more opportunities for marketing, for preservation of what 
we agree is valuable. She thought it should examine one of the key objectives in 
Paula’s report – ‘to bring the community together to recognize and celebrate 
our shared past, present and future’ - in addition to the economic opportunities. 
Mark said the intent was to update the economic impact study and strategic 
plan once the geographic area and values have been better defined. 
 
Regular Meeting Schedule 
 
Decision: Meetings will be monthly, on the second Thursday of the month. 
 
Date for Next meeting 
 
Thursday July 11, at 12 noon – in the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Lands Board Room 
 


