
	  
	  

1	  |	  P a g e 	  
	  

    
	  

TR’ONDËK-KLONDIKE World Heritage Project 
 
Advisory Committee Meeting – Thursday, August 7, 2014  
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Natural Resources (Lands) Conference Room, 12 noon 
 
Members in attendance: Debbie Nagano (TH, Heritage), Myrna Butterworth 
(Resident), Barb Hogan (YG, Historic Sites), Laura Mann (Dawson City Museum), 
Micah Olesh (City of Dawson), Paul Robitaille (Klondike Visitors Association), Dick 
Van Nostrand (Resident), David Rohatensky (Parks Canada), Lee Whalen (TH, 
Heritage), Paula Hassard (TH, Heritage, WH Project Manager)  
 
Regrets: Frank Blanchard (TH Resident), Dan Davidson (Dawson City Chamber of 
Commerce), Greg Hakonson (Resident), Rick Lemaire (YG, Tourism & Culture) 
 
Chair: Debbie Nagano 
Recorder: Paula Hassard 
 
Business arising from Minutes of June 19, 2014 
 
Testimonials 
A number of World Heritage testimonial video clips are completed and Paula will 
arrange sharing them with committee. 
 
Re: Recommendation to proceed  
Committee members confirmed that they agreed with the conclusions of the 
Executive Summary i.e., that it would be worthwhile for the project to proceed. 
This recommendation will be added to the end of the Executive Summary. 
 
Business arising from Project Management Report of August 7, 2014 
 
Presented.  
 
Re: Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) 
Paula highlighted that the Project Management Committee has been working 
intensively to draft a more succinct synthesis of the OUV statement, with a focus 
on Tr’ondëk-Klondike as a cultural landscape that illustrates the resilience of both 
cultures in response to extreme challenges. We are developing this using a 
streamlined, post-gold rush timeline, and criteria iv) and vi). Arrangements are 
underway to bring up nominations expert Christophe Rivet to re-work the OUV 
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and cultural landscape concept at end of August. This will feed into discussions 
about buffer zones and boundaries. She noted that Christophe was here a year 
ago to help scope out our earlier work, but he did not have a chance to get a 
sense of the connectivity of proposed sites outside of Dawson, so this will be a 
field trip workshop. Christophe is uniquely qualified from to his experience with 
UNESCO sites, and has been extremely helpful as a resource person.  
 
There won't be any public presentations, but the Project Management 
Committee will look into the possibility of a Meet n' Greet with committee 
members and key supporters. 
 
Re: Funding 
A lot of effort has been put into pursuing financial support. It is important to 
achieve stability in order to administer budgets and develop plans, so there is 
pressure to get approval for long-term funds as soon as possible. 
 
The good news is that we have short-term funding approved from June 2 to Sept. 
31st, and our Can Nor application has been approved for two years, contingent 
on contributions from other sources. An application has been submitted to Yukon 
for four years, and this will take 6 to 8 weeks for vetting. So things look very 
promising! 
 
Re: Mining Industry Participation 
Discussions were held with the Klondike Placer Miners Association (KPMA) and a 
presentation was given to the Yukon Chamber of Mines (YCM). Letters 
requesting support and involvement had been sent to both organizations.  
 
By way of an update since the Project Management report was written, Paula 
reported that a preliminary Buffer Zone Working Group meeting was held on 
August 6th with Tara Christie as interim representative for KPMA and Samson 
Hartland representing the Yukon Chamber of Mines. While this was just an initial 
consultation, mining industry involvement is critical and we need to make some 
progress by the end of September.  
 
We learned that as the KPMA will not be meeting during the summer mining 
season, Tara has been consulting with members by email. She has received an 
overwhelming response and it is clear that a face-to-face discussion is needed. 
Tara will arrange for a World Heritage presentation to the Board of Directors on 
Sept. 5th and graciously offered to assist with identifying specific questions to 
address.  
 
Regarding the YCM, the Project Management Committee thought that the 
exchange seemed really positive. The YCM representative felt they could 
provide a good liaison between world heritage people and the 
corporate/quartz mining industry. He also noted that modern placer mining did 
not stand out in the draft OUV report and brochure, and offered to assist with 
ensuring better balance in communications. It was agreed that YCM would send 
a letter indicating willingness to participate on the geographic working group. 
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A representative from a large mining company has offered to provide an 
additional letter of support, and is coming down on August 8th. 
 
Representation on Advisory Committee 
 
YCM requested clarification on whether the Yukon Chamber of Mines was also 
invited to sit on the Advisory Committee. The Terms of Reference indicates that 
the Advisory Committee may invite new members to join the board to provide a 
balance in representation. The Klondike Placer Miners Association has already 
been asked, per the original intention of the committee. Discussion ensued 
about the roles and responsibilities of these groups.  
 
Decision: Paula will check with KPMA and then draft a letter from the Co-Chairs 
inviting the Yukon Chamber of Mines to appoint a representative to the Advisory 
Committee, as well as the geographic working group. 
 
Date for Next meeting 
 
Tentative date is Thursday, Sept. 25th, at noon in the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Natural 
Resources (Lands) Conference Room. 
 
 


