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TR’ONDËK-KLONDIKE World Heritage Feasibility Project 
 
Advisory Committee Meeting – Thursday, December 11, 2013 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Lands Board Room, 12 noon 
 
Members in attendance: Debbie Nagano (TH, Heritage), Paul Robitaille (Klondike 
Visitors Association), Allie Winton (Dawson City Museum), Dan Davidson 
(Chamber of Commerce), Dan Beaulieu (Chamber of Commerce), Lee Whalen 
(TH, Heritage), Barb Hogan (YG, Historic Sites), Micah Olesh (City of Dawson), 
Greg Hakonson (Resident), Dick Van Nostrand (Resident), Paula Hassard (TH, 
Heritage, WH Project Manager),  
 
Guests in attendance:  
Doug Olynyk (Chair, Outstanding Universal Value Working Group) 
 
Regrets: David Rohatensky (Parks Canada), Elaine Rohatensky (Parks Canada), 
Rick Lemaire (YG, Tourism & Culture), Myrna Butterworth (Resident), Laura Mann 
(Dawson City Museum), Jeff Renaud (City of Dawson), Frank Blanchard (TH 
Resident),  
 
Chair: Lee Whalen 
Recorder: Paula Hassard 
 
Update on Co-Chairs 
 
Lee explained that as Jackie Olson is now the TH Executive Director, she has 
directed that she will be passing along the role of the World Heritage Advisory 
Committee Co-Chair to Debbie Nagano, who is the TH Director of Heritage 
trainee.  
 
Lee had previously accepted the role of TH Co-Chair but according to the TOR 
for the committee there are additional fiscal and supervisory responsibilities that 
come with the position. Jackie authorized Lee to be assistant Co-Chair while 
Debbie gets up to speed. Paul Robitaille is the other Co-Chair. However, for the 
meantime Jackie will retain the role of Co-Spokesperson, which the committee 
has unofficially separated from the Co-Chair. 
 
 
 

TRADITIONAL TERRITORY OF THE TR’ONDËK HWËCH’IN 
REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN (REDP) 

 
COMMUNITY-BASED PROJECTS IMPLEMENTATION 2013-14 
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Additional Interested members 
 
Jackie received an inquiry from a Whitehorse resident interested in 
participating/volunteering on the Advisory Committee, on the OUV Committee 
or in other capacities. Paula has also been approached by other interested 
people who serve on heritage boards. Paula brought this forward as a general 
issue e.g., should the Advisory Committee be broadened to include other 
heritage Yukon-based organizations or individuals. Lee felt volunteers were really 
a good idea to support community events or word-of-mouth advertising but that 
it was not necessary to add more members to the Committee. Barb agreed and 
conjectured that if project moves ahead we may be inundated with requests. 
Barb, Paul and Dick expressed concern about expanding a group that was 
already inclusive at the beginning, and the steep learning curve for new 
members. Dick said that information was available on the website and 
comments are very welcome. Greg thought it would be wise to keep people’s 
resumes, in the event that a position may be open in the future.  
 
Doug Olynyk commented that the OUV working had excellent pool of talent 
with multi-disciplinary representation, and already had all the bases covered. 
 
Lee concluded that we should keep people engaged – let them know that at 
this point in process volunteers are not really needed, but as the project moves 
forward the need for volunteers will likely increase. 
 
Decision: Paula will respond to the individuals that there may be opportunities to 
participate in the future, and will request their resumés. 
 
Business arising from minutes of Nov. 14, 2013 
 
Greg noted that under ‘Follow-up on Greg Hakonson’s comments’, the word 
‘policy’ should be replaced with ‘process’. Paula will make the correction on the 
final version. 
 
Project Management Report 
 
Due to heavy involvement with the OUV Workshop Paula presented her report 
verbally, and will submit it in writing by email at a later date.  
 
Paula reported that the Regional Economic Planning Forum on Nov. 14th was a 
successful showcase for the Can Nor and YG funders of the nine REDP 
community-based projects. Dan D. recalled that the representatives were very 
engaged throughout the process, and extremely impressed with the level of 
commitment, scope and amount of work, and had rarely seen anything this well-
developed. 
 
Other highlights were the Project Management committee teleconference and 
follow-up comments from Ottawa advisors re: Doug’s draft OUV statement, and 
preliminary discussions about potential contractors for the synthesis/final report. 
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Barb mentioned as a possibility Whitehorse contractor Luigi Zanasi who had done 
an economic impact of heritage of heritage in the Yukon. 
 
Regarding events, Barb suggested we contact Whitehorse about using their 
umbrella Pecha Kucha licence for our ‘Klondike Kucha’ night. Paula is looking for 
an early morning ride (car or plane) for historian Ken Coates from Dawson to 
Whitehorse on Feb. 26th. 
 
OUV Workshop #2 Debrief 
 
Doug Olynyk summarized his background with the project and stated how 
pleased he is to continue working on something he loves, and to come to 
Dawson. He then presented a summary of his report on Workshop #2 and the 
draft Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) statement and criteria responses (see 
attached).  
 
Doug had written a synthesis of the reasons why Tr’ondëk-Klondike is important – 
which is the first of many future iterations of the statement of Outstanding 
Universal Value. This workshop was an opportunity for members of the working 
group to see whether Doug had captured their suggestions correctly, and to 
grapple with how Tr’ondëk-Klondike fits under the six cultural criteria. 
 
Doug explained that ICOMOS (the International Council on Monuments and 
Sites) looks at nominations through the lenses of very specifically worded criteria. 
These do not fit Tr’ondëk-Klondike perfectly, but by looking at other existing world 
heritage sites it can be seen that there is quite a bit of flexibility and creativity in 
their responses to the criteria in their OUV. At this point we are only looking at four 
cultural criteria, because we were missing the paleontologist and geologist 
regarding the geological history of the land and glaciation (Criteria 8), so Doug 
will correspond with these members by email.  
 
Doug also explained that our intention is to bring in the First Nations through 
cultural, not natural criteria. We were strongly cautioned by Ottawa to avoid 
choosing a mixed site and the difficulty experienced by Pimachiowan Aki in 
fitting the traditional FN use of the landscape into the WH criteria. Doug felt that 
we would still have to ‘push the envelope’. 
 
On Monday about ten community members joined the heritage specialists in an 
energetic and enthusiastic discussion. It was generally felt that there were too 
many reasons in the draft OUV and these were not in the right sequence. 
Participants reiterated Ottawa’s advice that we make the OUV as simple, pure 
and obvious as possible, use fewer words/the right words, to pick one or two or 
three main points, and to get to the essence. 
 
The members broke into groups to ‘attack’ the four criteria, and then on the 
second day the heritage specialists carried on in more detail. The group made a 
lot of progress and touched on the attributes, places and the filters of 
authenticity and integrity. Doug reported the group did not see any 
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impediments here, considering the largely intact architectural assemblage in 
Dawson, engineering works, and continuing use of the land by the First Nations.  
 
Lastly, the group looked at the shape of Tr’ondëk-Klondike. Doug had previously 
identified three possibilities: 1) a disparate set of places in a serial cultural 
landscape 2) a smaller version consisting of the town of Dawson, part of the 
goldfields, Tr’ochëk, maybe Moosehide; and 3) a slightly larger cultural 
landscape including Forty Mile to tell the story of RCMP, meeting of cultures, 
early traders and prospectors, etc.  
 
The concentration of identified attributes was sketched on a map and various 
considerations discussed. 
 
Doug displayed this rough boundary map to the Advisory Committee. Greg 
commented that it was missing some critical elements that show the sequence 
of geological history of the land and glaciation (Criteria 8) e.g., he felt that the 
boundaries should include Flat Creek. Paula replied that it we might only need to 
include representative areas. Barb was concerned that the boundaries not 
appear to look too big. Debbie commented that TH might want to consider 
whether to include the whole Traditional Territory. Doug cautioned about the 
difficulties with the Alamo in the U.S. Dick noted that a key part of our public 
communications is to let people know this is just an honorific designation, with a 
framework of legislation. He also said that a lot of information on geological 
features – some of which are already world designated – came to light during 
the Tombstone Management Plan process and may be of interest. 
 
The boundaries will require further specific discussions e.g., inclusion of the whole 
or partial Goldfields loop, whether to include Tombstone Park (which is a TH 
decision) and how wide a buffer would be needed along the Yukon River. Doug 
reminded everyone that here will also be many versions of the OUV and the 
criteria will be examined many times. 
 
As to next steps, Doug will re-write the OUV and criteria, including a response to 
criteria 8; work on the boundaries and rationale, provide an overview of other 
sites that are comparable, and present the draft to the Advisory Committee to 
meet the original deadline of mid-February. 
 
Date for Next meeting 
 
Thursday, January 9th, 2013 at 12 noon – in the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Lands Board 
Room. (Note this was subsequently changed to Jan. 16th). 
 
Note that next meeting dates are: 
 

Feb. 13, 2014 – will need to change location 
March 13, 2014 
April 10, 2014 


