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TR’ONDËK-KLONDIKE World Heritage Feasibility Project 
 

Advisory Committee Meeting – Thursday September 12, 2013 

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Lands Board Room, 12 noon 

 

In attendance: 

Laura Mann (Dawson City Museum), Allie Winton (Dawson City Museum), Dan 

Beaulieu (Chamber of Commerce), Greg Hakonson (Resident), Dick Van 

Nostrand (Resident), Lee Whalen (TH, Heritage), Barb Hogan (YG, Historic Sites), 

Elaine Rohatensky (Parks Canada), Paula Hassard (TH, Heritage, WH Project 

Manager).  

 

Regrets: 

Jackie Olson (TH, Heritage), Molly Shore (Resident), David Rohatensky (Parks 

Canada), Paul Robitaille (Klondike Visitors Association), Dan Davidson (Chamber 

of Commerce), Micah Olesh (City of Dawson), Jeff Renaud (City of Dawson), 

Kylie Van Every (TH resident).  

 

Chair: Laura Mann 

Recorder: Paula Hassard 

 

Welcome, membership and agenda changes 

 

Laura Mann graciously agreed to chair the meeting.  

 

The new TH resident representative is Kylie Van Every, but she was unable to 

attend. 

 

Molly Shore has submitted her resignation as Co-Chair and member of the 

Advisory Committee as of November, but in the interest of time the selection of a 

replacement Co-Chair as an agenda item was deferred until the next meeting. 

The agenda item #4 was changed to ‘Selection of Replacement Resident 

Representative’.  

 

Decision: Selection of a replacement Co-Chair is deferred to the next meeting. 

 

Concern was expressed about the absence of City representatives at recent 

World Heritage Advisory Committee meetings. 

  

TRADITIONAL TERRITORY OF THE TR’ONDEK HWECH’IN 

REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN (REDP) 
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Decision: Paula will email Jeff Renaud and/or Joanne Van Nostrand to inquire 

whether an alternate City representative can be appointed to the committee. 

 

Business arising from minutes of September 12, 2013 

 

None. 

 

Project Management Committee Report 

 

Presented (see attached).  

 

Paula highlighted recent initiatives in the community that will increase our 

eligibility for world heritage status.  In particular the historic building component 

database was mentioned as an important step to maintain the town’s 

authenticity, improve management, and community buy-in. Previous Heritage 

Advisory Committee members have been advocating for improved guidelines 

for decades. Laura indicated that it was Greg Hakonson’s suggestion, supported 

by funding from the City and Canadian Library Association. Greg said he 

suggested it in order to help residents who cannot do the required research 

themselves. Laura explained said the database will have 2,500 records starting 

with the Museum historic photograph collection and expand to other collections 

at a later date. It will be run for a trial period to see how it is searched. Barb 

offered to provide YG photographs of contemporary details that could be 

incorporated at some point. There was also discussion about the feature films 

underway and potential increased profile. 

 

Paula summarized the guidance given during the Project Management 

Committee conference call with International Programs officials Geneviéve 

Charrois and Rebecca Kennedy, i.e., current online description is a placeholder, 

other possible criteria to consider (such as ii and vi). This was in preparation for 

the OUV discussions. Dan Beaulieu said he thought Geneviéve’s 18-page 

spreadsheet of other examples around the world definitely puts things in 

perspective. Allie and others asked that the spreadsheet be emailed to all the 

members. Dick asked about links to individual websites. Barb said that there is a 

lot research on each one of these sites, and on the World Heritage website there 

is extensive information on how and why decisions are reached. 

 

Re: the budget – more funds may be needed to cover additional special events 

e.g., speakers such as Ken Coates. Barb indicated that the Historic Resources 

Fund is due Oct. 7th; the CDF Oct 15th but it is for the ‘over $20K’ category. Laura 

said that the WH project brings up Ken Coates the Museum would love to 

partner on the event. Barb said she may also be able to partner if arrangements 

were made for him to speak in Whitehorse on the way back. 

 

In addition to the media coverage in the report, Shirley MacLean (APTN) filmed a 

portion of an interview on World Heritage and what it means for Dawson and TH 

on Sept. 11th. Jackie had suggested Kylie and Paula but Kylie withdrew due to 

lack of experience. It was hoped that APTN could track down Jackie in 
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Whitehorse for the Tr’ondëk perspective. Barb asked if APTN would be interested 

in covering the OUV Workshop, and Elaine suggested Heather Avery of CBC. 

 

There was some discussion about the gradual community engagement and 

making sure we are championing the process as opposed to a full-fledged 

nomination.    

 

Barb suggested putting the transcripts from the media reports on the website. 

 

Selection of Replacement Resident Representative  

 

With Molly’s departure there is a vacancy as Resident Representative. Resident 

representatives should know the community and be enthusiastic about the WH 

project. There are two other people who had been interested previously and 

were asked to be on the OUV local working group. One of these is leaving town. 

Other names of long-time Dawsonites associated with history, mining and tourism 

were suggested as a backup. 

 

Decision: Myrna Butterworth will be asked if she is interested in being a member 

of the Advisory Board. If she is not available, Paula is to go through the list of 

suggested names. 

 

OUV Workshop – review, involvement by Advisory Committee 

 

Paula provided a draft agenda developed by Doug to give people a better 

idea of the process. Basically it will be a workshop to discuss values, places and 

people, in three parts.  

 

She also gave an updated list of invitees as a handout.  

 

The core group of heritage professionals will meet at workshop #1, to be joined 

by local resource people and local heritage people in workshop #2, to be joined 

by the general public in an information/discussion workshop #3.  

 

The first group will meet again to debrief on Sunday morning and will be assigned 

tasks; much of the follow-up work will be done by email and teleconference. 

 

Barb reiterated the need for fluency, and that people would be pulled in as 

needed.  

 

In terms of Advisory Committee involvement, the drafts will be circulated for 

feedback and the Saturday session is open. Paula asked for questions and 

concerns, and if anyone wants to be on the local resource group, please let her 

know. Laura said she did not feel excluded and likely neither did the rest of the 

committee. Elaine said she  would ask David. Paula asked organizations to help 

advertise the workshop on their websites and spread the word. 
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Photograph 

 

A group photograph of the Project Management Committee was taken for use 

on the website. 

 

Date for Next meeting 

 

Thursday, October 10, 2013 at 12 noon – in the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Lands Board 

Room.  

 

Note that subsequent meeting dates are: 

 

Nov. 14, 2013 

Dec 12, 2013 

Jan. 9, 2014 

Feb. 13, 2014 – will need to change location 

March 13, 2014 

April 10, 2014 

 

 


