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Foreword

 
 

Box 308 Dawson City, YT  Y0B 1G0 
PH: 867-993-7400  FAX: 867-993-7434 
www.cityofdawson.ca 

 
December 21, 2016 

Tr’ondëk-Klondike is an exceptional place. The story of what happened here—and continues 

happening here—is worth sharing with the world and committing for all time to human memory. 

On behalf of the residents of our community, City of Dawson Council is delighted to support the 

nomination of Tr’ondëk-Klondike as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The municipality recognizes the 

importance of celebrating our history and living heritage, while allowing our cultural landscape to evolve. 

World Heritage Site designation will sustain our long-term goals for a healthy community and contribute to 

the social, cultural, and economic well-being of Dawson City and the Yukon. As well, communicating the 

significance of this place and the lessons it has for humanity is an obligation we take seriously. 

We will continue supporting the protection, preservation, and promotion of this incomparable area 

and its unique values through responsible management of municipal infrastructure and cultural resources. 

Should Tr’ondëk-Klondike be inscribed on the World Heritage List, the City of Dawson is committed to 

fulfilling its responsibilities on the proposed Tr’ondëk-Klondike World Heritage Site Stewardship Board. 

The partnerships built between local and regional organizations in preparation of the Nomination 

Proposal will serve our community well in the years to come. We were brought together by our shared 

belief in Tr’ondëk-Klondike’s Outstanding Universal Value and thankful for the efforts that articulated our 

shared legacy. 

Sincerely, 

 

Mayor Wayne Potoroka 
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December 21, 2016

On behalf of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Council and Citizens, I am pleased to support the nomination of 

Tr’ondëk–Klondike for inscription on UNESCO’s World Heritage List.

Tr’ondëk–Klondike is an exceptional cultural landscape worthy of international recognition

and protection for generations to come. The co-existence of First Nations and newcomer peoples 

bound together by the Klondike Gold Rush continues to shape Tr’ondëk–Klondike. Although the 

discovery of gold transformed the landscape and forever changed the lives of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 

people, we continue to fish, hunt, trap, and harvest in the same cultural landscape where mining 

activity has endured. We are forward-thinking stewards of our home and its resources, and we 

play an essential role in the cultural fabric of the community of Dawson City. This cultural 

landscape is a place where Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in stories, traditions, activities, camps, and 

gatherings are alive and thriving.

The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in are proud to have taken a leadership role in the preparation of 

the nomination. It was a collective effort that increased understanding between different parts of 

the community and built a strong foundation for collaborative management of Tr’ondëk–Klondike 

in the future. Numerous local and regional organizations came together as advisors and

participants in workshops and consultations. The nomination process allowed us to articulate the 

important cultural and heritage features of this special place and communicate them to visitors, 

Yukoners, and ourselves.

The cultural landscape of Tr’ondëk–Klondike is truly remarkable, and we are proud to 

honour the shared history that created it.

Sincerely,

Chief Roberta Joseph

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in
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Textual Description of the Boundary of the Nominated 
Property

The nominated property is situated in Northern Canada in the Yukon Territory. The 
property comprises 38 251.26 hectares of lands and waters located within the central 
region of Yukon. The boundary encompasses parts of the Klondike River, Bonanza 
Creek, and Yukon River valleys. It extends approximately 80 kilometres northwest from 
Dawson City along the Yukon River, and approximately 30 kilometres southeast into 
the Bonanza Creek valley. 

The boundary was assigned to include the area that illustrates the enduring impact 
of the Klondike Gold Rush of 1896 to 1898. The nominated property includes the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in homeland and historic Klondike goldfields, and it continues to 
support strong Indigenous traditional land use and placer gold mining.

The buffer zone comprises 3099.39 hectares of land surrounding the nominated 
property. It includes a 100-metre-wide area immediately adjacent to the property 
boundary, with the exception of the area immediately adjacent to the boundary at three 
major tributaries with the Yukon River (Fortymile, Fifteenmile, and Chandindu rivers), 
where the buffer extends to include the alluvial terraces at these major confluences to 
an elevation of 300 metres above sea level.

Criteria Under Which Tr’ondëk–Klondike 
is Nominated for Inscription

Tr’ondëk–Klondike is herein nominated for inscription to the World Heritage 
List under criteria (iv) and (vi) of Paragraph 77 of the Operational Guidelines for the 
Implementation of the World Heritage Convention (2015), which states that such properties 
shall:

be an outstanding example of a type of building, architectural or technological 
ensemble or landscape which illustrates (a) significant stage(s) in human 
history

and 

be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions, with ideas, 
or with beliefs, with artistic and literary works of outstanding universal 
significance.

Canada wishes Tr’ondëk–Klondike to be considered as a cultural landscape.

Executive Summary 
State Party:  Canada
Territory:  Yukon
Name of Property: Tr’ondëk–Klondike
Geographical Co-ordinates: 64° 3’ 11" North 

139° 26’ 28" West
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Draft Statement of Outstanding Universal Value
Brief Synthesis

Centred on the Yukon and Klondike rivers in northwestern Canada, Tr’ondëk–
Klondike is an exceptional living cultural landscape that reflects the enduring 
coexistence of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and newcomer populations, which were brought and 
bound together by an iconic nineteenth-century gold rush. The Klondike Gold Rush 
took place between 1896 and 1898 and saw approximately 30 000 people from all over 
the world travel north to the Klondike in search of gold. Located in a rugged subarctic 
environment, the nominated property includes a wide variety of heritage features and 
components found along an 85-kilometre stretch of the Yukon River, in the historic 
Gold Rush-era town of Dawson City and in the Klondike goldfields. The features and 
components include Indigenous sites, camps, and settlements such as Tr’ochëk and 
Moosehide; the layout, streetscapes, and extensive vernacular building stock of Dawson 
City; and the landforms, infrastructure, machinery, and compounds associated with 
over a century of continuous placer gold mining in the goldfields.

The fundamentally different relationships with the land for the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
and newcomer populations continue to shape the cultural landscape today. Traditional 
Indigenous culture and values coexist with active placer mining in an area that has long 
been associated with a frontier meeting place of Indigenous peoples and newcomers in 
search of land and resources. This context and the enormous impact of the Gold Rush 
and its aftermath are legible in the material heritage of the landscape. They are also 
evocatively portrayed in a rich body of literature and photography as well as narrated 
in the stories of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in. Ultimately, the site is a distinctive, intact, and 
comprehensive example of a nineteenth-century gold rush whose legacy has shaped the 
region and its inhabitants for the past 120 years.

Justification for Criteria

Criterion (iv): to be an outstanding example of a type of landscape which illustrates (a) 
significant stage(s) in human history

Tr’ondëk–Klondike is an outstanding example of an evolving gold rush landscape 
that illustrates the iconic gold rushes of the nineteenth century, which were a 
significant stage in human history. It offers a superlative representation of an 
Indigenous people’s continuing relationship with their lands, which was maintained 
despite the impacts of the Gold Rush. It also offers an intact mining landscape that 
reveals the magnitude of the event and the ongoing evolution of placer gold mining. 
Although short lived, the Klondike Gold Rush transformed the traditional lands of 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and initiated over a century of intensive interaction between 
Indigenous and newcomer communities. Tr’ondëk–Klondike is exceptional for being 
a complete gold rush landscape in which the formative activities of placer gold mining 
and Indigenous cultural traditions and practices remain at the core of the property’s 
identity and continue to shape and reshape the landscape today.
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Criterion (vi): to be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions, with ideas, or 
with beliefs, with artistic and literary works of outstanding universal significance

Tr’ondëk–Klondike is iconic in its direct and tangible association with frontier culture. 
An idea developed and perpetuated by newcomers, frontier culture is strongly associated 
with colonial ambitions of territorial expansion and resources extraction underlain 
by a racist worldview. Frontier culture is also associated with cross-cultural exchange 
between Indigenous peoples and newcomers as well as rich material and intangible 
forms of cultural expression. In Tr’ondëk–Klondike, the expression of frontier culture 
has evolved to describe a space where Indigenous culture thrives and interacts with 
newcomer culture that is heavily influenced by the spirit of adventure and self-reliance 
that characterized the Gold Rush. Frontier culture is most fully and powerfully expressed 
in the architecture and settlement patterns of Dawson City, its continued use by placer 
miners and Indigenous people, and in the evocative representation of the Klondike Gold 
Rush in over a century of literature and other forms of art. It is also profoundly expressed 
in the enduring presence and strength of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, which is demonstrated 
through archaeological sites, settlement patterns, harvesting practices, self-governance, 
and living oral traditions. Tr’ondëk–Klondike constitutes a superlative example of the 
evolving phenomenon of frontier culture that is embodied in the physical landscape and 
the ways in which this landscape is inhabited and represented.

Statement of Integrity
Tr’ondëk–Klondike exhibits a high level of integrity. It possesses all the features 

necessary to express its Outstanding Universal Value, including historical and 
contemporary settlements, camp structures, infrastructure, artifacts, landforms, 
and natural elements that reflect continuing Indigenous inhabitation of the land 
and ongoing placer gold mining. It is of adequate size to ensure the complete 
representation of features and processes that constitute its Outstanding Universal 
Value. The boundaries of the site encompass 38 251.26 hectares of lands and waters 
within the central region of the Yukon, including a stretch of the Yukon River valley 
at the heart of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in traditional territory, the Klondike goldfields, 
and the historic settlements of Moosehide, Tr’ochëk, Dawson City, and Forty Mile. 
Robust administrative and regulatory structures, combined with the local cultural 
and economic context, uphold the values of the region’s unique heritage. Because of 
this, the nominated property suffers no adverse effects of development or neglect. Its 
integrity lies in the continuing role of Indigenous cultural traditions and practices, and 
placer mining, in shaping the physical and cultural identity of the region. 

Statement of Authenticity
The Outstanding Universal Value of Tr’ondëk–Klondike is credibly reflected in 

the authenticity of the following attributes: location and setting of the intact northern 
landscape including the valleys, hills, forests, and banks of the Yukon River watershed; 
use and function of the direct connection between landscape features and activities 
associated with traditional Indigenous life on the land, frontier settlement, mining, and 
administration; tradition, techniques, and management systems of the evidence of methods 
used by Indigenous harvesters and miners to draw resources from the land, and the 
enduring systems that structure and organize life and economic activity in the region; 
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form and design of the characteristic setting, pattern, and layout of settlements and 
camps, and the goldfields and their constituent mining claims; materials and substance 
of the original buildings and structures that comprise townsites, mining infrastructure, 
cabins, sternwheelers, and Indigenous harvesting camps; and spirit and feeling of the rich 
body of artistic works associated with the site, and the frontier culture evident in strong 
vernacular building traditions, frontier settlement patterns, and vibrant Indigenous 
culture. Tr’ondëk–Klondike is an authentic embodiment of the Klondike Gold Rush and 
ongoing placer mining, the enduring strength of Indigenous values and traditions, and 
the evolution of frontier culture.

Protection and Management Requirements
The management regime relies on the authorities of each of the federal, territorial, 

First Nation, and municipal jurisdictions to ensure the protection and conservation 
of the attributes. A Stewardship Board serves as the site manager and is responsible 
for coordinating and working with the authorities and stakeholders to conserve the 
elements that demonstrate the Outstanding Universal Value of Tr’ondëk–Klondike 
and for implementing the Tr’ondëk–Klondike World Heritage Site Management Plan. The 
Management Plan sets the objectives for the coordinated protection, conservation, 
and interpretation of the property. It relies on a range of plans under the authority 
of the federal, territorial, First Nation, and municipal governments for effective 
implementation.

The long-term pressures on the property are primarily environmental, such as 
from flooding and forest fires, in addition to other environmental effects exacerbated 
by climate change. The materials used for the buildings and other structures are 
susceptible to the impacts of moisture, wind, cold, and changes in permafrost, and they 
require regular maintenance to ensure their conservation. Archaeological resources as 
well as structures are affected by thawing of permafrost, and by the increase in water 
quantity and flow along the banks of the Yukon, Klondike, and Fortymile rivers. The 
management of both placer mining activities and of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in relationships 
with their land is necessary to conserve the significance of the property. Potential 
imbalances between them may be addressed by territorial and First Nation legislation 
that provides the tools and processes to address any pressures to the authenticity of 
the property. Monitoring is carried out by the relevant authorities, as guided by their 
management plans, policies, and guidelines. It consists of retaining an inventory of 
existing resources and their condition, and, where applicable, creating measures to 
mitigate the impact of the natural pressures.

Name and Contact Information of Official Local Institution

Name:   Tr’ondëk–Klondike World Heritage Site Stewardship Board
Address:  c/o City of Dawson
   PO Box 308
   Dawson City, Yukon 
   Canada Y0B 1G0
Tel:   +1 867-993-7400 
Fax:  +1 867-993-7434 
Email:  cao@cityofdawson.ca 
Web address: www.nominationtk.ca
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Figure 1.1 (Cover) Aerial view of the Midnight Dome overlooking Tr'ochëk, Dawson City, and the Yukon River
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1. Identification of the Property
1.a. Country/State Party
The nominated property is located in Canada.

1.b. State, Province or Region
The nominated property is located in Yukon Territory.

1.c. Name of Property
The official name of the property is “Tr’ondëk–Klondike.”

1.d. Geographical Coordinates to the Nearest Second
 The geographical coordinates (to the nearest second) for the approximate centre of the 
property are:

(LAT LON NAD 83)
LATITUDE: 64° 3’ 11” North
LONGITUDE: 139° 26’ 28” West

_̂
Tr’ondëk – Klondike

¹

_̂

United States

Greenland

C a n a d a

N o r t h w e s t  Te r r i t o r i e s

A l a s k a

B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a

Alas
ka

Yu ko n

Tr’ondëk – Klondike 01/01/2017

Regional Setting of
Nominated Property

1:7,500,000

_̂ Nominated Property

Provincial/Territorial Border

International Border

Map 1.1 – Regional Setting of Nominated Property
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1.e.  Maps and Plans, Showing the Boundaries of the 
Nominated Property and Buffer Zone

(i) Maps Identifying the Boundary and Buffer Zone
Map 1.1 – Regional Setting of Nominated Property

Map 1.2 – Nominated Property and Buffer Zone

 Map 1.3 –  Exceptions to the 100 m Buffer around the Nominated Property

Appendix B.2 – Nominated Property and Buffer Zone

(ii) Property Boundary
The nominated property is situated in Northern Canada in the Yukon Territory 

(see Map 1.1 – Regional Setting of Nominated Property). The property comprises 38 251.26 
hectares of lands and waters located within the central region of Yukon. The boundary 
encompasses parts of the Klondike River, Bonanza Creek, and Yukon River valleys. It 
extends approximately 80 kilometres northwest from Dawson City along the Yukon 
River, and approximately 30 kilometres southeast into the Bonanza Creek valley (see 
Appendix B.2 – Nominated Property and Buffer Zone). 

The boundary was assigned to include the area that illustrates the enduring impact 
of the Klondike Gold Rush of 1896 to 1898. The nominated property includes the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in homeland and historic Klondike goldfields, and it continues to 
support strong Indigenous traditional land use and placer gold mining.

The boundary of the nominated property begins at an elevation of 880 metres above 
sea level at the top of the Midnight Dome lookout (Point 1), located above the Dawson 
City townsite, and proceeds northwest along the ridge, above the iconic Moosehide 
Slide (Point 2), and follows north, skirting the historic Moosehide Trail to Moosehide 
Village (Point 3). It then follows the boundary of Moosehide Village, where it continues 
in a northwest trajectory following along the Yukon River at a distance of 200 metres 
for approximately 79.5 kilometres downriver to the confluence of the Yukon and 
Fortymile rivers (Point 4). This 200-metre distance is employed around all major 
water bodies to incorporate the adjacent lands that historically and currently support 
Indigenous land use.

The boundary then proceeds west to the opposite side of the Yukon River 
(Point 5), where it follows the western boundary of the Forty Mile, Fort Cudahy and 
Fort Constantine Historic Site (Point 6). The boundary then continues in a southeast 
direction, skirting the Yukon River at a distance of 200 metres, for approximately  
87 kilometres to Steamboat Slough (Point 7). 

At this point the boundary crosses the Yukon River and follows Sawmill Gulch to 
the height of land on the Bonanza Creek valley ridge overlooking the iconic Klondike 
goldfields (Point 8). The boundary then follows the ridge of Bonanza Creek until it 
crosses to the north side of the Upper Bonanza Creek Road at the junction with the 
historic Ridge Road Trail (Point 9). The boundary then follows the historic Ridge Road 
Trail, at a distance of 50 metres, for approximately 22 kilometres, where it diverges to 
follow the historic Yukon Ditch (Point 10). It then proceeds northeast along the historic 
Yukon Ditch for approximately 5 kilometres, then follows the boundary of the Bear 
Creek Compound and adjacent dredge tailings to where it meets the Klondike Highway 
(Point 11). 
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Appendix B.2 clearly defines the proposed boundary for the nominated property and its buffer zone at a  
1:50 000 scale over two large-format map sheets appended to the nomination. This is the official map intended 
to be used in the identification of the nominated property and buffer zone. Due to its size, it varies slightly in 
composition from Map 1.2, which is included in the Executive Summary and Chapter 1 for visual reference. 
Figure 1.2 shows the two map sheets that constitute Appendix B.2 at approximately ten percent of actual size.



Chapter 1: Identification of  the Property              7

T
o

p
o

f
t h

e
W

o r l
d

H i g

h w
a y

K
lo

n d
i k

e
Hig

hway

H
un

k e
r C

re
ek

Ro a d

Bonanza Creek Rd

Klo
nd

ik
e

R
iv

e
r

C
h

a
n

d
in

d
u

R
iv

e
r

Forty
mile

River

Yukon

R
iv

e
r

R
i v

e r

Y
u

k
o

n

R
iv

er

C
lin

ton Creek Road

Fi f t ee n m i l e

13
9°

0'
0"

W

13
9°

0'
0"

W

13
9°

20
'0

"W

13
9°

20
'0

"W

13
9°

40
'0

"W

13
9°

40
'0

"W

14
0°

0'
0"

W

14
0°

0'
0"

W

14
0°

20
'0

"W

14
0°

20
'0

"W

14
0°

40
'0

"W

14
0°

40
'0

"W

64°20'0"N

64°20'0"N

64°10'0"N

64°10'0"N

64°0'0"N

64°0'0"N 63°50'0"N

¹ Fo
rty

m
ile

Ri
ve

r

Fi
fte

en
m

ile
 R

iv
er

Ch
an

di
nd

u 
R

iv
er

Bonanza Creek
YukonRiver

Yukon
R ive

r
Yuk

on
R

iv
er

Pr
oj

ec
tio

n 
N

A
D

 8
3 

U
TM

 Z
on

e 
7N

Fo
rt

y 
M

il
e

(C
h'

ëd
äh

ch
ëk

 k
ek

'i
t)

M
oo

se
hi

de
 V

il
la

ge
(J

ëj
ik

 d
hä

 d
ën

ez
hu

 k
ek

'i
t)

D
aw

so
n 

C
it

y

T
r’

oc
hë

k 

0
3

6
9

12
1.

5
km

1:
35

0,
00

0

E
xc

ep
tio

ns
 to

 th
e 

10
0m

Bu
ffe

r A
ro

un
d 

th
e

N
om

in
at

ed
 P

ro
pe

rt
y

N
om

in
at

ed
 P

ro
pe

rty

Bu
ffe

r Z
on

e

Tr
’on

dë
k 

– 
Kl

on
dik

e  
   

  0
1/

01
/2

01
7

M
ap

 1
.3

 –
 E

xc
ep

tio
ns

 to
 th

e 
10

0 
m

 B
uf

fe
r a

ro
un

d 
th

e 
N

om
in

at
ed

 P
ro

pe
rt

y



8         Tr’ondëk–Klondike

From here the boundary crosses the Klondike River to the mouth of Foster Gulch 
(Point 12) and continues northwest, following the eastern ridge of Foster Gulch to 
the top of the valley, where the Yukon Ditch enters the Klondike Valley (Point 13). 
The boundary then proceeds east along the hillside to Wood Gulch (Point 14), then 
continues to proceed east along the Klondike River, skirting it at a distance of 200 
metres for approximately 5 kilometres (Point 15). 

From here the boundary follows north along the north side of the Dome Road to 
the junction of the historic Mary McLeod Road, which it then follows on the north side 
for approximately 1.5 kilometres, while slightly changing course to encircle the hilltop 
cemetery of the Gold Rush era. It then diverges from the Mary McLeod Road (Point 16), 
changes direction and follows northeast along the ridge bounding the Dawson townsite 
to the Midnight Dome lookout (Point 1).

(iii) Buffer Zone
The buffer zone comprises 3099.39 hectares of land surrounding the nominated 

property. It includes a 100-metre-wide area immediately adjacent to the property 
boundary, with the exception of the area immediately adjacent to the boundary at three 
major tributaries with the Yukon River (Fortymile, Fifteenmile, and Chandindu rivers), 
where the buffer extends to include the alluvial terraces at these major confluences to 
an elevation of 300 metres above sea level (see Map 1.3 – Exceptions to the 100 m Buffer 
Around the Nominated Property).

1.f.  Area of the Nominated Property (ha)  
and Proposed Buffer Zone (ha)

The area of the nominated property is 38 251.26 hectares. 
 The area of the buffer zone surrounding the nominated property is 3099.39 hectares. 
Combined, the total area is 41 350.65 hectares.
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Table 1.1: Geographical Coordinates of Points

Point   Geographical Position

1    139°23’41.75”N 64°4’03.34”W

2    139°25’17.06”N 64°4’32.30”W

3    139°26’0.04”N 64°5’39.69”W

4    140°30’14.38”N 64°26’9.85”W

5    140°31’23.79”N 64°26’24.47”W

6    140°32’13.92”N 64°25’15.50”W

7    139°29’24.48”N 64°1’49.41”W

8    139°27’41.61”N 63°59’37.81”W

9    139°2’31.2”N  63°52’58.8”W

10    139°18’05.45”N 63°59’43.49”W

11    139°12’28.53”N 64°1’55.59”W

12    139°12’50.75”N 64°2’9.27”W

13    139°13’54.10”N 64°2’58.27”W

14    139°16’26.26”N 64°02’39.14”W

15    139°24’29.21”N 64°2’44.64”W

16    139°25’33.32”N 64°3’20.92”W 
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DESCRIPTION
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Figure 2.1 (Cover) Gold pans are still used today to prospect for gold flakes and nuggets
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2.a.  Description of the 
Property

Tr’ondëk–Klondike is located in 
Canada’s northwestern Yukon Territory 
and encompasses 38 251 hectares of 
subarctic boreal forest, rugged hills, 
and waterways along the Yukon and 
Klondike rivers. The nominated property 
is the ancestral homeland of Indigenous 
people, the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in. It is also 
the setting for the famed Klondike Gold 
Rush (1896 to 1898), which sparked 
over a century of continuous gold mining 
activity and transformed the area into 
what it is today. Since time immemorial, 
the abundance of game and fish, most 
notably salmon, has provided sustenance 
for the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, but it was 
another natural resource – one of the 
largest placer gold deposits in the world – 

that attracted newcomers from abroad in 
large numbers. Miners from all over the 
globe flooded into the region when news 
of the first gold strike reached the outside 
world. Since that time, ongoing placer 
gold mining and the enduring harvesting 
practices of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
have coexisted, continuing to shape the 
culture, society, and economy of the 
region for both Indigenous and newcomer 
communities alike.

Tr’ondëk–Klondike is an outstanding 
example of how the phenomenon of 
nineteenth-century gold rushes has 
had a profound and enduring influence 
on landscapes and the people who live 
there. The anatomy and impact of the 
Klondike Gold Rush is captured by 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike and its varied features 
and components. These reflect Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in experiences, activities, and 

2. Description

Figure 2.2 Confluence of the Yukon and Klondike rivers, looking north toward the Ogilvie Mountains
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cultural expressions before and since the 
discovery of gold; the evolution of placer 
gold mining; regional settlement forms 
and patterns; and frontier culture, among 
numerous other elements. Tr’ondëk–
Klondike is a dynamic, living place whose 
material fabric and vibrant culture reveal 
its evolution over time, weaving together 
past and present in compelling ways. It 
represents the resilience and adaptation 
of Indigenous people and newcomers in 
the face of adversity and opportunity, 
each of which is linked to the presence 
of rich natural resources in a challenging 
northern environment and to changing 
socio-cultural contexts. Ultimately, it 
constitutes an exceptional example of the 
many tangible and intangible outcomes of 
the quest for gold. 

For ease of description, Tr’ondëk–
Klondike is characterized according to 
its setting and three geographical areas: 
the Yukon Riverscape from Tr’ochëk to 
Forty Mile, the Klondike goldfields, and 
Tr’ochëk and Dawson City. These three 
areas are geographically contiguous and 
interlinked in terms of how they form 
the cultural landscape as a whole. Each 
of the areas contains a number of distinct 
features and components that reflect part 

of the overall narrative and significance 
of the site as described throughout the 
nomination document.

(i) Setting
The dramatic natural setting of 

Tr’ondëk–Klondike comprises an 
85-kilometre stretch of the Yukon River 
valley between Tr’ochëk and Forty 
Mile, the intersecting Klondike River 
valley, and the adjacent hills and creeks. 
These lands and waters are located 
approximately 400 kilometres south 
of the Arctic Circle and within sight of 
the commanding Ogilvie Mountains. 
Sweeping views of large portions of the 
cultural landscape can be obtained from 
many spots along the Yukon River and 
from the highest points of land near the 
Yukon and Klondike rivers, most notably 
the Midnight Dome.

The Yukon River is one of the longest 
and most prominent rivers in North 
America. From its headwaters in the 
Coast Range of northwestern British 
Columbia, it flows north through the 
Yukon Territory before veering west 
through Alaska and ultimately emptying 
into the Bering Strait. Its watershed is 
an immense 847 000 square kilometres, 

Figure 2.3 Descriptive Categories for Tr’ondëk-Klondike’s Places

*Features may be grouped in categories by subject for further ease of description.

Area (Tr’ochëk and Dawson City)

Feature* (Dawson City townsite)

Built Component 
(Dawson Daily  

News)

Landscape  
Component  

(Historic street grid)

Archaeological 
Component 

(Hillside Cemetery 
Complex)
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and the overall length of the river is 3190 
kilometres. Although the character of 
the river varies along its length, within 
the boundaries of Tr’ondëk–Klondike it 
is wide and slow-moving, punctuated 
by islands, and hemmed in by steep hills 
and cliffs. Swimming against the current, 
chinook and chum salmon migrate 
hundreds of kilometres upstream each 
year in two separate runs to spawn, 
bringing nutrients and nourishment to 
the flora, fauna, and people who live on 
its banks. One of the many tributaries of 
the Yukon River, the Klondike River flows 
south and west from its headwaters in the 
Ogilvie Mountains to disgorge into the 
Yukon River at the south end of modern-
day Dawson City. Running for a mere 160 
kilometres, the Klondike River and the 
steep creeks that feed it from the south 
are world famous for the rich deposits of 
gold found in the gravel underlay of the 
valley bottoms and the hillsides. 

The nominated property is part of the 
Boreal Cordillera ecozone,1 an ecological 
extension of the boreal forest zone that 
stretches from Canada’s Atlantic coast in 
Labrador across the continent to northern 
British Columbia and the southern 
Yukon Territory. Tr’ondëk–Klondike falls 
primarily within the Klondike Plateau 
ecoregion2 near where it transitions into 
the Yukon Plateau North ecoregion. The 
physiography of the ecoregion is uniform 
in character with smooth-topped ridges 
dissected by deep, narrow, V-shaped 
valleys. These valleys are characteristic 
of an area that was not glaciated in 
the recent past, and they distinguish 
the Klondike Plateau from adjacent 
ecoregions. The Klondike placer mining 
district and the area to the northwest 
are underlain by chlorite and muscovite 
schist, commonly known as Klondike 
schist. Most of the placer gold is derived 
from quartz veins that have been eroded 

Figure 2.4 Walking on the frozen Yukon River
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and the gold concentrated by pre–ice age 
rivers. The principal formation containing 
placer gold is the White Channel gravel, 
although a few bedrock gold veins 
have been located in the district. This 
is a largely unglaciated ecoregion with 
discontinuous but widespread permafrost 
that has been present in the area for 
the last 35 000 years. The thickness of 
the permafrost near Dawson City varies 
by up to 60 metres, with near-surface 
annual mean ground temperatures of –3 
and –1 degrees Celsius. The active layer 
in alluvial sediments is up to 1.5 metres 
thick. Because of the lack of glaciation, 
the soil on ridge tops and summits is 
largely stony residual material, while 
coarse colluvium is on the upper slopes, 
and silty colluvium and loess – which is 
rich in organic matter and often referred 
to as “muck” by placer miners – are on 
the lower slopes.

The climate of the Klondike Plateau 
ecoregion is strongly continental, with 

warm summers and very cold winters. 
Precipitation amounts range from 
300 to 500 millimetres annually. The 
lightest precipitation is from February 
to April, with monthly means of 10 
to 20 millimetres, and the wettest 
period is from June to August, with 
monthly means of 50 to 90 millimetres. 
The heaviest precipitation is in the 
uplands west of Dawson City. Mean 
annual temperatures show a strong 
seasonal variation, with mean January 
temperatures ranging from –23 to 
–32 degrees Celsius, and mean July 
temperatures ranging from 10 to  
15 degrees Celsius. Extreme temperatures 
in these valleys range from –60 to  
35 degrees Celsius. Frost can occur at  
any time of the year. 

Despite its harsh climate, Tr’ondëk–
Klondike is rich in native flora and fauna. 
Subarctic boreal forests of spruce, birch, 
and aspen cloak the hills and valleys, 
while exposed hilltops are covered in 

Figure 2.5 Moose are resident year round along the riverbanks and valleys
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hardy shrubs that can withstand the 
winter winds. Willows predominate along 
the margins of rivers and creeks. Caribou 
pass in and out of this landscape during 
their seasonal movements, and moose 
are resident year round along riverbanks 
and valleys where forage is best. Other 
mammals include black and grizzly bear 
and wolf, as well as fox, marten, lynx, 
wolverine, and beaver whose pelts were 
sought during the height of the fur trade. 
These animals continue to be trapped 
today. The chinook and chum salmon 
are joined in the waters of the Yukon by 
a range of other fish species including 
grayling, inconnu, whitefish, northern 
pike, and burbot.

The natural setting and environment 
of the Tr’ondëk–Klondike region have 
played a formative role in creating the 
associated cultural landscape. To begin 
with, the presence of the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in in the area before, during, and 
since the Gold Rush has been supported 
and influenced by the concentration 
and availability of natural resources – 
primarily salmon, moose, and caribou. 
The banks of the Yukon River where it 
intersects with other major rivers are 
characterized by alluvial flats and low-
lying benches that support fishing, fishing 
camps, and settlements. The existence of 
another natural resource – the placer gold 
deposits – in a concentrated area led to 
an influx of newcomers during the Gold 
Rush and stimulated mining activity in 
the region that has continued for more 
than a century. The wide, navigable 
Yukon River also provided an ideal 
transportation corridor that still enables 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in movement along the 
river and, in the early days, made the 
region accessible to traders, trappers, 
prospectors, miners, and administrators. 

(ii) Yukon Riverscape

Overview
The first geographical area that 

comprises Tr’ondëk–Klondike, the Yukon 
Riverscape from Tr’ochëk to Forty Mile, 
constitutes a historical and contemporary 
travel corridor that encompasses a series 
of significant features and components 
associated with its inhabitation by 

PLACER MINING AND 
PALAEONTOLOGY3

The Klondike goldfields are one of 
North America’s leading sources of ice-
age fossils, in part because Yukon was 
never fully glaciated and therefore was 
permanently inhabited by animals, even 
during the last ice age. The permafrost is 
ideal for preserving fossil bones as well 
as soft tissues such as muscle, tendon, 
and hair. The most common finds include 
the horns, skulls, and bones of steppe 
bison and woolly mammoth, as well as 
remains of the Yukon horse. These finds 
were and continue to be uncovered 
as a result of placer mining activities in 
the goldfields. Fossil bones, mummified 
remains, and even frozen carcasses would 
reveal themselves as gold rush miners 
dug through layers of frozen earth and 
gravel. More finds were discovered as a 
result of hydraulic mining, and ice-age 
fossils are still commonly found today. 
The Yukon Palaeontology Program and 
the Yukon Historic Resources Act, both 
established in 1996, provide for the 
recovery, collection, and storage of fossils 
in Whitehorse.
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Indigenous and newcomer populations 
before, during, and after the Klondike 
Gold Rush. This dramatic stretch of river 
winds its way through steep hills and 
around numerous islands and gravel 
bars. In places, the riverbanks form flat 
benches that provide favourable sites for 
fish-camp construction and settlement. 
The shoreline is characterized by boreal 
forests of white and black spruce mixed 
with birch and aspen, while subarctic 
vegetation cloaks some of the more 
exposed hilltops. The often deep, fast-
flowing water provides habitat for 
numerous species of fish (including 
chum and chinook salmon), while the 
surrounding forests are rich in wildlife. 
The cultural features and components 
along this portion of the river can be 
broadly grouped into two categories:  
1) fishing camps and settlements 
associated with Indigenous harvesting 
and the early establishment of newcomers 
in the region, and 2) transportation 
infrastructure including riverside trails 

and an assemblage of features related to 
the Yukon River sternwheelers. Together, 
these illustrate the importance of the 
Yukon River as a travel corridor that 
has supported Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in trade 
and harvesting since time immemorial 
and provided access to the area for early 
newcomers from all over the world to 
trap, trade, prospect, and mine for gold. 
Sternwheeler traffic on the upper Yukon 
River began in 1898 and continued to 
provide the only link to and from Dawson 
up to the 1950s, contributing to the 
economic development of the area. Today, 
the Yukon River remains a reference 
point for residents and visitors alike, 
continuing to provide summer and winter 
access to harvesting and hunting areas, 
recreational sites, and gathering places of 
cultural significance.

Fishing Camps and Settlements
The archaeology of ancient fishing 

camps provides physical evidence of the 
longstanding connection to the river and 

Figure 2.6 Chinook salmon
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to the historical fishing practices of the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in. Fishing camps were 
established in specific locations across 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in territory according to 
the season, availability of different fish 
species, proximity to running water for 
fish preparation, and the existence of flat, 
open areas for fish drying. The fishing 
practices of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in are 
still guided by traditional knowledge 
gained from their ongoing and sustained 
relationship with the river. Some family 
fishing camps are built in the same 
locations for generations, while others 
move according to the changes of the 
river and in family lifestyle. Harvest times 
correlate and adapt to the spawning 
patterns of the fish. Today, as a result 
of traditional knowledge and a sense of 
stewardship for the resource, the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in have elected to stop fishing 
chinook salmon for seven years, one life 
cycle of the fish, in order to allow their 
spawn to increase. Instead, they have 
focused their harvest on chum salmon, 
a species with a healthy population, and 
have adapted their fishing season and 
cooking methods accordingly to make 
the best of this harvest. Fishing has 
modernized and is generally conducted 
with motorboats and commercially 
made gill nets set in straight or U-shaped 
patterns in eddies along the riverbank. 

Permanent settlements, such as 
Forty Mile / Ch’ëdähchëk kek’ìt and 
Fort Reliance, represent the early 
arrival of newcomers to the area who 
were motivated to settle on the Yukon 
River by such incentives as trading and 
prospecting. Here, sustained interaction 
between the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and 
newcomers led to a dramatic shift in the 
Indigenous way of life in the region, with 
seasonal patterns of movement across the 
landscape being progressively replaced 
with year-round settlement. These 
settlements reveal the evolution of life 

along the river, from their beginnings as 
seasonal Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in camps, their 
development into frontier outposts by 
newcomers, their decline and, ultimately, 
to their revival as sites of Indigenous 
cultural renewal.

Forty Mile / Ch’ëdähchëk kek’ìt 
Forty Mile, or Ch’ëdähchëk kek’ìt, 

is the site of a pre-contact fishing camp 
located at the confluence of the Yukon 
and Fortymile rivers at the northwestern 
tip of Tr’ondëk–Klondike. An important 
stop in the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in seasonal 
round, it was an ideal location for 
intercepting migrating caribou in the 
fall and fishing grayling in the spring. 
Archaeological excavations have revealed 
hearths with stone tools as well as fish 
and animal bone fragments up to 2300 
years old, attesting to its significant use 
and occupation as a prehistoric camp by 
the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in First Nation.4

In 1886, when gold was discovered 
along the Fortymile River, miners and 
traders from southern Canada and the 
United States, who were already in the 
region, established the first Yukon town, 
Forty Mile. The river and townsite are 
so named for their approximate distance 
downriver from the trading post of Fort 
Reliance. Fort Constantine (est. 1894), 
Yukon’s first North-West Mounted Police 
(NWMP) post, and Fort Cudahy (est. 
1893), an American trading post, are 
situated across the river from the Forty 
Mile townsite. The first claim of the 
Klondike Gold Rush was registered with 
the NWMP at Fort Constantine in 1896. 
When local miners heard of the new 
discovery, they rushed to the Klondike 
valley, prompting the decline of Forty 
Mile.

In 1998, Forty Mile / Ch’ëdähchëk 
kek’ìt, including Fort Constantine and 
Fort Cudahy, was recognized as a historic 
site in the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Final 
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Agreement and is now co-managed by 
the Yukon Government and Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in First Nation. Today, the historic 
townsite consists of an ensemble of  
12 standing buildings including an 
Anglican church housed in a tiny log 
cabin, a log roadhouse, a timber NWMP 
post, a frame warehouse, a cemetery, 
hollows and berms where log cabins 
once stood, and numerous scattered 
archaeological remains. The historical 
street grid is still visible in the row of 
buildings facing the Yukon River, and 
views up and down the Yukon River 
remain unchanged. There is a First 
Nations cemetery located across the 
Yukon River that contains approximately 
22 graves. 

Conservation work is being carried 
out at the Forty Mile townsite, and a 
campground for visitors is in place. A 
new work camp has been constructed 
that will provide accommodation and a 
multi-purpose space for seasonal work 

crews, elders, students, and visitors. The 
buildings will provide a space for the 
sharing of traditional knowledge, the 
teaching of Yukon history and culture, 
and the practising of traditional pursuits.

Moosehide Village /  
Jëjik dhä dënezhu kek’ìt

Moosehide Village is one of the 
oldest inhabited sites within the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in traditional territory, 
with archaeological evidence dating 
back approximately 8000 years.5 The 
settlement of Moosehide Village speaks 
to the direct impact of the Klondike 
Gold Rush on the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
people and their culture. When the 
dramatic influx of miners into their 
seasonal fishing grounds at Tr’ochëk 
necessitated a move, Moosehide became 
the community’s first permanent village. 
Moosehide Village remained the central 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in settlement for  
50 years and is today a seasonal home 

Figure 2.7 Forty Mile townsite, at the confluence of the Yukon and Fortymile rivers
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& Resources Department, Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in First Nation, January 2015.
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Map 2.2 – Moosehide, Historical and Present Day (ERA Architects, 2015)

for several Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in citizens, 
an important cultural gathering place for 
the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in First Nation, and a 
base camp and processing site for fishing.

Moosehide Village, ideally located 
for the harvest and preparation of 
salmon and for year-round settlement, is 
approximately five kilometres downriver 
from Dawson on an elevated bench 
on the east bank of the Yukon River, 
where it is protected from flooding, 
has good views both up and down 
river, and provides fresh water year-
round from nearby Moosehide Creek. 
The 60-hectare village site consists of 

approximately 25 structures in linear 
formation, as well as gathering places, 
traditional-use areas, a cemetery, and 
archaeological resources. The site also 
includes Moosehide Trail, which links 
the village to Dawson City. Immediately 
adjacent to the Village, Moosehide 
Island contains archaeological resources 
related to the harvest and preparation of 
salmon and is considered a part of the 
Village. Moosehide Village has played 
an important role in Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
cultural renewal since the 1990s as the 
site of the biennial Moosehide Gathering, 
where traditional songs, dances, and 
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stories are shared and celebrated with 
the community and the public. It is also 
the site of the First Fish Culture Camp, 
where children learn how to set nets and 
to clean, gut, and prepare the fish. In 
addition to these practical skills, children 
also learn about the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
relationship with salmon and its habitat, 
including the correct harvesting protocols, 
or Dä’òle’, which generally means doing 
things in a good way. The camp is open 
to all Dawson youth and blends scientific 
and traditional knowledge with a view to 
fostering a sense of stewardship for the 
salmon among the youth.

The layout of Moosehide Village is 
characterized by a row of buildings facing 
the river and includes the historical school 
house, St. Barnabas Anglican Church, a 
kitchen and concession building, and a 
number of historical and modern family 
cabins that also generally face the river. 
Behind this row of buildings is a large 

gathering space with an arbour to the 
north, more historical cabins to the east, 
and storage sheds and bathrooms to the 
south. The lower bench is an open area 
used primarily for processing the catch, 
with a smoke shack and fish-hanging 
shed. There is also a garden and a couple 
of cabins recently built for use by visitors 
during the Moosehide Gathering. In 
total, Moosehide Village has 13 family 
cabins. On the hill to the north is the 
Moosehide Village graveyard encircled 
by a white picket fence and containing 
approximately 200 graves, the oldest 
dating from 1898. It continues to be a 
preferred burial site for some Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in citizens. New buildings and 
infrastructures are well integrated within 
the townsite and consist of a small 
number of cabins, dock facilities, and 
outbuildings to support community life 
and the biennial Moosehide Gathering.

Figure 2.8 Moosehide Village is a seasonal home, important cultural gathering place, and fishing camp
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Fort Reliance
Approximately 13 kilometres 

downriver from Dawson City, on the east 
bank of the Yukon River, is the historical 
trading post and contemporary fish camp 
of Fort Reliance. Established in 1874, Fort 
Reliance was the first trading post within 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in traditional territory. 
There is evidence of the post at the site, 
as well as archaeological remains of 
subterranean house pits, suggesting it was 
inhabited by Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in people 
before and/or during the establishment 
of the trading post. Fort Reliance is 
representative of the early years of 
contact between First Nation people and 
newcomers. This was a time when the 
fur trade surpassed gold prospecting in 
importance, relationships between the 
two cultures were more egalitarian, and 
newcomers relied heavily on assistance 
from the Indigenous population. 
However, the establishment of Fort 
Reliance also allowed for the expansion 
of prospecting in Yukon and aided in the 
discovery of gold near Forty Mile. Today, 
Fort Reliance is used as a basecamp and 
seasonal home for Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
citizens, who continue to fish for salmon 
from there.

Yukon River Fishing Assemblage
Along the Yukon River is an 

assemblage of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
settlement land parcels, which were 
selected in 1998 during the land claim 
process because of their traditional use 
as family fishing and hunting camps and 
locales (see Chapter 3 Map 3.1). Covering 
large areas of the river frontage, the 
selections were informed by traditional 
knowledge of local elders. These lands 
represent continued access to the river, 
and activity on it, by the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in. One of these selections 
contains the remains of five log cabins, 
a riverboat, a wagon, and a collapsed 
fish wheel. Other sites have little or no 

tangible remains but have been used as 
traditional fishing and hunting locales 
for generations. The contemporary 
use, traditional knowledge, and oral 
histories of these places form an integral 
component of the strong connection of 
the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in to the Yukon 
River.

Transportation Infrastructure
The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in depend on 

the river for transportation between 
fishing camps and settlements. This is as 
true today as it was before contact with 
newcomers. Historical movement along 
the river left little physical evidence 
save for archaeological signs of the fish 
camps themselves and the overland 
trails described in the next section. 
However, Indigenous travel is expressed 
in traditional knowledge, which takes 
the form of navigational awareness, 
place names along the river, an intimate 
understanding of the river’s physical 
features, and the oral history of the 
area. Today, this traditional knowledge 
is evident in their continued access to 
and travel on the river, knowledge of 
the location and use of historical and 
contemporary fishing camps and fishing 
locales, and ongoing harvesting activities.

Early explorers and prospectors 
benefited greatly from navigational 
assistance provided by the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in. In later years, the steamboats 
that connected the Klondike to the 
“outside” were fuelled by wood, much of 
it cut by Indigenous people at camps all 
along the river. The Yukon River and the 
late nineteenth-century transportation 
system that brought people and supplies 
into and out of the Klondike was 
very important to the development 
of Forty Mile and Dawson City. Early 
sternwheelers supplied food and goods 
to prospectors and miners in the two 
communities, supporting early mining 
in the area, the Gold Rush, and later, the 
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growth of Dawson. This transportation 
network is evidence of the cultural 
interaction that surrounded the Gold 
Rush era and has continued to take place 
in different ways and on different terms 
in the intervening decades.

Moosehide Trail / Jëjik dhä̀ ta̧y 
Connecting Moosehide Village 

to Dawson City is a four-and-a-half-
kilometre dirt footpath called the 
Moosehide Trail, or Jëjik dhä̀ ta̧y, 
meaning over the hill. Beginning at the 
southern end of Moosehide, the trail 
crosses a wooden footbridge, winds up 
Moosehide hill, and travels through 
damp muskeg and along high cliffs to 
Suicide Point lookout. From there can be 
seen magnificent views of Tr’ochëk, the 
confluence of the Klondike and Yukon 
rivers, and Dawson City below. Past 
Suicide Point, the trail veers east, crossing 
the Moosehide Slide and descending into 
Dawson. Oral history confirms that it is 
an ancient and important route to and 
from Moosehide, especially during the 
spring and fall when the faster river route 
is not passable. This traditional Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in land route is still used today.

Sternwheelers Assemblage

Sternwheeler Shipyard
Just downriver from Dawson, on 

the west bank of the Yukon River, lie 
the remains of seven large and relatively 
intact sternwheeler steamboats. Also 
known as the West Dawson Shipyard, 
this site is considered by experts to be 
the premier concentration of historic 
sternwheelers in North America. It is 
especially significant because of the 
excellent state of preservation of the 
vessel hulls and the accessibility of their 
remains. The shipyard contains a broad 
representation of late nineteenth-century 
riverboat technology and provides a 
varied sample of some of the largest and 
most successful vessels that once plied the 
rivers of Yukon.

When the era of river travel declined, 
the ships were pulled ashore to what was 
once a seasonal dry dock and abandoned 
there between 1903 and 1924. Over many 
years, they have been scavenged to build 
cabins and fish wheels, although their 
hulls and drive trains remain remarkably 
intact. The sternwheeler shipyard is 

Figure 2.9 Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in families continue to use 
traditional fishing and hunting camps along the Yukon 
River

Figure 2.10 A research team from the Institute of 
Nautical Archaeology documented the Sternwheeler 
Shipyard from 2006 to 2014
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still a destination for hikers as well as 
a world-class site in terms of its past 
and future contributions to steamboat 
archaeology.6 The site helps to illustrate 
the transportation history of Tr’ondëk–
Klondike and is a reminder of the era of 
steamship travel in the Yukon Territory.

Steamboat Slough
On the west bank of the Yukon River, 

across from Tr’ochëk, lies Steamboat 
Slough, a sheltered area where 
large sternwheeler steamships were 
overwintered (circa 1900 to 1916). The 
slough provided natural protection from 
large sheets of ice that flowed down the 
river during spring breakup. The area 
is now an archaeological site of interest 
to nautical researchers. In 2014, items 
located on the riverbank below the high-
water mark included the hull of a barge; 
two cast-iron paddlewheel flanges from 
a small steamboat; numerous fragments 
of iron, glass and ceramics; and the 
fragments of a sled. These finds, when 
combined with sonar research, suggest 
that Steamboat Slough is a significant 
archaeological location that may yield at 
least four shipwrecks.7 

SS Keno
The SS Keno is a small wooden 

sternwheeler, sitting aground, that 
commands a central location on Front 
Street in downtown Dawson City. Made 
almost entirely of Douglas fir, the Keno is 
43 metres long and was used primarily 
to transport goods. However, it had a 
small passenger deck with cabins for 21 
passengers, as well as a Texas deck with 
a dining room below a small wheelhouse 
overlooking the bow.

Built in 1922, the Keno was the 
smallest ship in the White Pass and 
Yukon Route fleet and was noted for its 
extremely shallow draft of 90 centimetres, 
which allowed it to travel in the spring 
and fall when water levels were low. 
This often made the Keno the first and 
last ship into Dawson on either end of 
the shipping season, giving it special 
significance for the community. Dry-
docked on the Dawson City waterfront 
since 1962, the Keno has become a 
National Historic Site of Canada, having 
been completely restored by Parks Canada 
Agency, which offers daily tours during 
the summer. The Keno is a reminder of 
the steamship era when wooden-hulled 
sternwheelers plied the Yukon River up to 
Whitehorse and all the way down to St. 
Michael, Alaska. They serviced Dawson 

Figure 2.11 Sternwheelers frozen in the ice at 
Steamboat Slough ca. 1915 

Figure 2.12 The SS Keno on Dawson's riverfront, 2016 
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and the goldfields and were the primary 
method of bringing supplies and people 
into and out of the Klondike from the late 
1800s to the 1950s. 

Percy DeWolfe Trail
This is a historic trail that follows the 

Yukon River from Moosehide to Eagle, 
Alaska, a journey of 160 kilometres, 
or 100 miles. The trail winds along the 
Yukon River and was used to transport 
mail between Dawson City and Eagle, 
providing an essential link with the 
outside world before the existence of 
roads into Dawson City. Much of the trail 
makes use of the river, and in summer 
the mail carriers would travel by boat. In 
winter, this passage was traversed by dog 
teams travelling over the frozen surface of 
the river. Some overland routes provided 
shortcuts or ways to avoid dangerous 
overflow at certain creeks and open areas 
of water. Many of these overland sections 
of the trail are still visible today. The trail 
is named for Percy DeWolfe, who carried 
the mail between Dawson City and Eagle 
by horse, dog team, or boat from 1910 to 
1949.

(iii)  The Klondike Goldfields: 
The Klondike River Valley 
and Bonanza Creek 
Watershed

Overview
The Klondike goldfields are located 

southeast of Dawson and Tr’ochëk 
along creeks that flow down into the 
Klondike River from a mountain 900 
metres high called King Solomon’s Dome. 
From the Dome, there are panoramic 
views of the entire region as far as the 
Ogilvie Mountains 70 kilometres to 
the north. This area contains some of 
the richest placer gold deposits in the 
world and includes the world-famous 
Bonanza and Eldorado creeks, focal 

points for miners during the Klondike 
Gold Rush. The cultural landscape 
Figure 1.1 (Cover) Aerial view of the 
Midnight Dome overlooking Tr'ochëk, 
Dawson City, and the Yukon River of the 
goldfields comprise numerous historical 
and contemporary mining sites and 
infrastructure (such as historical and 
contemporary placer claims, tailings, 
dredges, miners’ cabins, townsites, 
and modern mining camps) as well as 
transportation routes (Ridge Road and the 
Klondike Mines Railway). Collectively, 
these features reveal a history of 
continuous mining dating from the 1890s 
to the present that has left an indelible 
imprint on the natural landscape. 
A journey through the goldfields is 
a journey through the progressive 
development of mining in the region, 
from the early days when individuals 
worked small claims, through various 
phases of mechanization, to present-
day mining practices that are subject to 
environmental regulation.

Historical and Contemporary 
Mining Sites and Infrastructure

Discovery Claim
Discovery Claim is the site of the 

initial gold find that triggered the 
Klondike Gold Rush in 1896. It is located 
15 kilometres along Bonanza Creek Road 
from the North Klondike Highway, 20 
kilometres southeast of Dawson. The 
mining claim is set in a deep, confined 
valley surrounded by treed slopes and 
hills characteristic of the Klondike 
goldfields, and it has been heavily mined 
by hand, by dredging, and by caterpillar 
tractor mining. Dredge tailings weave 
among stands of trees and bushes next 
to the fast-flowing waters of Bonanza 
Creek, evoking a palpable sense of its 
mining history. The original claim is part 
of the 41.76-hectare Discovery Claim 
National Historic Site that commemorates 
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the significance of the claim for initiating 
the development of the Yukon Territory; 
for illustrating the evolution of mining 
from early, labour-intensive methods 
to corporate dredging and caterpillar 
tractor mining; and for illustrating 
culturally distinct world views of a shared 
experience – that is, the discovery of gold.

Dredge Tailings Landscape
The dredge landscape is a testimony 

to the corporate industrial phase of gold 

extraction in the Klondike goldfields. 
Dredge mining along the Klondike River 
and adjacent creeks created tailings and 
tailing ponds, and an excellent example 
of them can be seen at the future Dredge 
Tailings Municipal Historic Site on the 
north side of the Klondike Highway, 
approximately five kilometres south 
of Dawson City. The tailings at this 
site cover approximately 150 hectares 
and consist of long serpentine piles of 
waste rock and gravel roughly 6 to 10 

PLACER GOLD MINING8

The gold contained in the Klondike goldfields is known as placer gold, or free gold. 
Rather than being contained in a host rock, placer gold is distributed throughout gravel 
in the form of nuggets, flakes, and dust. Placer mining involves the use of water and 
gravity to wash away lighter material, leaving the heavier gold to be collected by the 
miners. This deceptively simple method is known to have been used as a technique for 
extracting placer gold deposits in the Ancient World. Most of the gold in the nominated 
property is concentrated in the gravel bars and beds of creeks, but gold is also to be 
found in the hills on either side of the creek valleys, where it was deposited when 
ancient rivers carved valleys into the hillsides. The majority of the ground within the 
Klondike goldfields is locked in permafrost – ground that remains frozen all year. This 
has created an additional challenge for miners in the Klondike, who first had to thaw 
the gold-bearing gravel before attempting to extract the gold within. The work was 
extremely arduous until the advent of modern machinery. The basic principles of mining 
for placer gold are relatively simple and have remained consistent over time. The steps 
are to thaw and clear the overburden (vegetation and soils on top of the gold-bearing 
gravels), dig down to the layer of gold-bearing gravel (called the paystreak), and extract 
gravel (called pay dirt) for processing with water using a technique known as sluicing. 
Sluicing involves mixing pay dirt with water and agitating the mix, which causes gold 
to sink to the bottom and lighter gravels to be washed away. Early miners did all of 
this by hand, but today the process is fully mechanized. While placer mining rarely 
requires blasting or use of chemicals to obtain the gold, it does require the movement 
of massive amounts of earth in order to expose the paystreak. As a result, the goldfields 
have been completely reshaped along the creeks by the activity of placer mining over 
the past century. However, in spite of these extensive operations, today much of the 
goldfields is covered with regrowth of native species because of reclamation procedures 
required by modern legislation.
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metres high, the byproduct of the dredge 
mining technique. These tailings have 
a distinctive scallop formation created 
by the motion of the dredge as it swung 
slowly from one side of its pond to the 
other. Dredges mined by digging the 
ground from the top downward, which 
means that the tailings display a reverse 
cross-section of the valley floor: the 
upper gravels and soil are on the bottom, 
and the heavy rock is on top. Because 
very little re-vegetation has occurred, 
many of the tailings retain their original 
appearance. When viewed from above, 
the tailings snake through the valleys 
in worm-like shapes, revealing the path 
of the dredges. Interspersed among the 
dredge tailings are tailing ponds, which 
are created when tailings dam the river 
behind the dredge as it moves forward. 

DREDGING

A mining dredge, first built in Yukon in 
1899, is a large apparatus used to extract 
gold-bearing gravel from riverbeds. In 
order to operate, the dredges used 
in the Klondike goldfields would be 
anchored while floating in a pond and 
then winched from side to side, while a 
continuous chain of buckets would dig a 
wide arc through the gravel. This gold-
bearing gravel was dumped inside the 
dredge, where a rotating trommel and a 
sluice plant separated gravel from gold 
and spit waste rock out the back. It is 
this waste rock that forms the serpentine 
piles, or dredge tailings, found throughout 
the Klondike valley. Up to once a day, a 
specialized crew of trusted employees 
would clean out the sluices and transport 
the gold in locked boxes back to 
company headquarters for processing.

Figure 2.13 Gold-digging dredges left massive tailings on the landscape  
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Bear Creek Compound Ensemble of 
Historic Structures

Bear Creek Compound is a historic 
industrial mining camp and company 
town located 10 kilometres south of 
Dawson City. From 1905 to 1966, Bear 
Creek was the centre of an integrated 
network built to support mechanized gold 
mining using a fleet of dredges.

Today, the Bear Creek Compound is 
a relic site fully owned and maintained 
by Parks Canada. It is bordered on the 
north by the contemporary Bear Creek 
Subdivision, on the east by dredge 
tailings, and on the south and west sides 
by a section of the Klondike River. It 
consists of approximately 80 buildings 
and related structures, including a 
bunkhouse, machine shop, carpentry 
shop, warehouses, administration and 
engineering offices, a gold-processing 
room, residences, and various types of 
equipment arranged around a central 
yard and roadways. Building design 
is utilitarian with little concession to 

aesthetics, and one of three construction 
methods was employed: wood frame 
with milled wood siding, wood frame 
with corrugated metal siding, and log 
construction. The machine shop contains 
a keystone drill used to prospect the 
Klondike valley, a blacksmith shop, and 
many tools and equipment used in the 
maintenance of the dredges. The Gold 
Room is a two-room, frame building with 
barred windows, where all gold from the 
fleet of dredges was transported for final 
cleaning and subsequent rendering into 
gold bars. A number of warehouses at 
Bear Creek now house Gold Rush-era 
artifacts from Dawson City, while many of 
the bunkhouses and company buildings 
still contain remnants and ephemera from 
former workers. 

The assemblage of structures, tools, 
and equipment at the Bear Creek 
Compound makes it one of the most 
comprehensive extant Canadian mining 
complexes of the early twentieth century 
– and one that helps to illustrate the shift 

Figure 2.14 Bear Creek Compound illustrates the shift to corporate, industrial mining  
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from individual hand mining to corporate, 
industrial mining in the Klondike region.9 
Bear Creek’s location, surrounded by 
massive dredge tailings and tailing ponds 
close to Bonanza Creek, along with the 
nature, number, and condition of its 
buildings with equipment in situ, evokes a 
powerful and haunting sense of place and 
history.10

Yukon Ditch Sites
The Yukon Ditch is a massive water-

delivery system that was constructed 
to transport water from the Ogilvie 
Mountains north of Dawson City to 
hydraulic mines along Bonanza Creek, 
where high-pressure water was directed 
through a monitor to wash gold-bearing 
gravels toward a sluicing apparatus. Built 
by the Yukon Gold Company in 1909, 
the 112-kilometre ditch was a significant 

engineering feat – a gravity-fed system of 
open ditch, wooden flumes, and steel  
and wooden pipe that transported  
55 000 gallons of water per minute across 
the Klondike valley.11 It allowed for the 
development of hydraulic mining in the 
Klondike and was an essential element 
for the evolution of placer mining in 
the region. The assemblage of historic 
structures and sites that comprise the 
Yukon Ditch within the nominated 
property includes 21 kilometres of ditch 
line as well as resources such as the 
Klondike River syphon crossing and 
intake sites, Trail Gulch, the Mosquito 
discharge pressure box and flume, the 
Mosquito intake sandbox, and a remnant 
portion of the ditch and syphon at Bear 
Creek. Also evident are relic wood cabins, 
timber pressure boxes, and a ditch line 
winding along the face of the hills. These 
sites, along with the metal bridge and 
rusted pipe, now mark the landscape 
and can be seen from various points in 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike, including along Bear 
Creek, the Ridge Road Trail, Bonanza 
Creek, and the Klondike Highway. 
Remains of the ditch, including a wooden 
pressure box and a watchman’s cabin, can 
also be seen at the Trail Gulch Diversion. 

Mining Infrastructure

Dredge No. 4
Dredge No. 4 is the largest wooden-

hulled, bucket-line dredge in North 
America. Constructed in 1912, the 
dredge is a massive digging machine 
with a metal hull that churned its way 
through the valleys of the Klondike 
watershed, recovering placer gold left by 
the hand miners of the Gold Rush era. 
It was the largest in a fleet of 13 dredges 
operated by the Yukon Consolidated Gold 
Corporation and represents the pinnacle 
of industrial, mechanized mining in 
the Klondike. At eight storeys high, the 

HYDRAULIC MINING12

Hydraulic mining in the Klondike used 
a pipe and water cannon (known as 
a monitor) to direct a stream of water 
under high pressure at frozen hillsides 
laden with gravel. The water washed the 
gravel into deep trenches that were cut 
into the bedrock and then left to thaw. 
Once thawed, the paystreak gravel was 
sluiced in the sluice box that lay on the 
bedrock at a grade suitable to carry the 
water and gravel efficiently. After the gold 
was extracted, the gravel tailings were 
contained using dams of brush and poles 
in order not to flow downstream and 
impede other mining operations. Large-
scale hydraulic mining yields a larger 
production per person-shift than any 
other type of placer mining.
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dredge has a displacement weight of over 
2 722 tonnes, with a 91-tonne metal 
digging arm at the bow and two 36-tonne 
anchors, or “spuds,” at the stern. Dredge 
No. 4 could produce up to 800 ounces of 
gold in a single day and operated until 
1960. Today, the dredge has undergone 
exterior restoration and sits on claim No. 
17 below Discovery Claim on Bonanza 
Creek (see map Appendix B.4). It is 
preserved as a National Historic Site by 
Parks Canada.

Dams 
Adams Dam, Bonanza Dam, and 

French Gulch Dam also provided the 
necessary water sources for hydraulic 
mining in the Klondike goldfields. 
The 1904 Adams Dam site includes a 
stone dam, reservoir, and ditch. The 
decommissioned dam had an original 
capacity of 58 million gallons to supply 
water under pressure to the valley floor, 
where it was used to wash down gravels 
from the hills and benches on the left side 
of Bonanza valley between Adams and 
Boulder Creeks.13

Built in 1906, the Bonanza Dam 
could store 350 million gallons of water, 
which was conducted by two ditches to 
two large hydraulic plants that mined 
the bench gravels of Bonanza Creek. 
Timber and earth works are still visible 
on either side of the valley where it was 
constructed. The Dam washed out in 
1960, causing a flood downstream that 
spun and sank Dredge No. 4.14 Also built 
in 1906, the French Gulch Dam was 
constructed to supply more water to 
the hydraulic mines on French Hill for 
mining the white channel gravels. The 
site includes an earth-filled dam with 
stone facing on the outside, a gatehouse 

Figure 2.15 Aerial view of Dredge No. 4, located where it last worked on Bonanza Creek 

Figure 2.16 Mining infrastructure such as Adams Dam 
supplied water to the Klondike goldfields
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with a valve on the east side of the dam, 
and a reservoir on the west side (see map 
Appendix B.4). 

Orofino Hill
Orofino Hill was the site of large-

scale hydraulic mining that took place 
in the Klondike valley from the 1910s 
to the 1930s. An excavated tunnel for 
maintaining the grade for sluice boxes 
as well as drains on the bench above are 
still visible. Posts that supported a flume 
carrying water and gravel to a sluice box 
outside the tunnel can also be observed, 
along with lengths of steel and stacks 
of riffles. The hydraulic operation was 
owned by the Yukon Gold Company.

Historic Mining Claim Residences 
and Service Buildings 

An ensemble of residences, service 
buildings, and infrastructure from 
past mining operations is discernible 
throughout the Klondike goldfields, 
demonstrating the informal settlement 
pattern and development of the 
goldfields. Many of these cabins, service 
buildings, and infrastructures are now 
surrounded by modern mining interests 
and illustrate the range of mining activity 

over time. Some structures remain 
standing, while others have collapsed but 
remain in situ, testifying to their original 
locations and functions. Some were built 
in the Gold Rush era and used in hand-
mining operations, while others date from 
the hydraulic-mining era of 1908 to 1930 
and have been occupied seasonally for 
many years since then by local miners.15 
Also visible are Yukon Gold Company 
buildings used during the operation of the 
Yukon Ditch. They functioned as housing 
and shops for hydraulic monitoring and 
were later used by local placer miners as 
part of their mining operations.16 For a list 
of individual sites, see Appendix G.1. 

Grand Forks
Located at the confluence of Bonanza 

and Eldorado Creeks 23 kilometres from 
Dawson City, Grand Forks was once 
the largest settlement in the Klondike 
apart from Dawson City and exemplifies 
the many service and supply centres 
established in the goldfields to equip the 
miners. After 1906, Grand Forks went 
into decline and was eventually mostly 
destroyed by dredging activity. However, 
there are still visible remains of the 
original settlement in the form of relic 

Figure 2.17 Orofino Hill hydraulic mining site Figure 2.18 A relic structure on the northern edge of 
Grand Forks 
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structures on the southern and northern 
edges of the townsite, including single-
storey log cabins, frame buildings, and 
outbuildings. The Grand Forks Cemetery, 
used from 1897 to the 1920s, is also intact 
and contains 15 identified graves.17

Contemporary Mining Camps 
Active placer mining is still taking 

place within the Klondike goldfields. 
Approximately 80 placer mining 
operations are functioning in the area 
(2009),18 and 15 000 placer claims are 
active (2015).19 In 2009, these mines 
produced an estimated 43 582 fine 
ounces of gold, valued at Can$48.2 M.20 
The modern mining landscape is marked 
by large excavations in the hillsides 
and valleys, heaps of tailings, heavy 
machinery, and seasonal camps, all of 
which can be seen from the roads that 
wind through Bonanza and Eldorado 
goldfields. Here, modern mining overlaps 
with historical practices, as Klondike 
placer miners often discover shafts, 
tunnels, and artifacts left by miners who 

worked the ground before them. The 
staking and registering of claims still 
occurs today as it did in the 1890s. Many 
of today’s placer mines are family-run 
businesses whose owners live in Dawson 
City, while other mines are operated by 
seasonal residents from southern Canada 
or the United States. These operations 
vary in size and scale, from one-person 
camps to larger operations with crews 
of cooks, managers, and specialized 
equipment operators. Most camps contain 
small cabins or portable trailers to house 
workers, as well as sheds and garages for 
equipment. The majority of these mines 
use large caterpillar-tracked machines, 
such as backhoes and bulldozers, to dig 
the gravels and direct them through a 
sluicing system. Although every operation 
varies, all use the basic principle of 
washing gravel and dirt away from the 
heavier gold, just as the early miners did 
with their rudimentary technology. Today, 
environmental regulations require miners 
to reclaim any ground they have finished 
working by flattening their tailings and 

Figure 2.19 Tailings from Dredge No. 4 surround contemporary mining camps on lower Bonanza Creek, 2016
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re-vegetating the area with local plants. 
All water used in mining operations must 
be treated in large settling ponds until 
clear and clean, then returned to the 
streams from which it was taken.

Transportation Routes

Ridge Road and Roadhouses
Built in 1899, the 56-kilometre Ridge 

Road was Yukon’s first government-built 
road. This wagon road runs along the 
height of land between Bonanza and 
Hunker creeks and was constructed to 
supply the mines on Bonanza, Hunker, 
Dominion, and Sulphur creeks while 
skirting active claims and significantly 
reducing freight costs. Today, the Ridge 
Road Trail is a hiking route, developed 
in 1996 by the Yukon Government and 
Klondike Centennial Society, following 
33 kilometres of the original road. The 
multi-use trail passes through spruce, 
alder, and birch forests, showcasing 

alpine views, historic sites, and modern 
mining operations. The upper trailhead is 
located on Upper Bonanza Creek Road, 
approximately 30 kilometres from the 
Klondike Highway. The lower trailhead 
begins at the Callison Industrial area, 
approximately eight kilometres south of 
Dawson City. Historical resources include 
the railway boxcar at Soda Station, 
foundations of roadhouses at miles 11 
and 15, and remains of the Klondike 
Mines Railway. Along the trail are the 
remains of eight roadhouses that provided 
stables for horses and rest stops, all part 
of the essential supply route for mines on 
Bonanza, Dominion, and Sulphur creeks. 
Remains of barns, fences, wells, and 
bottle dumps can be seen.21 The Ridge 
Road illustrates early attempts by the 
government to support the development 
of placer mining in the Klondike, as well 
as the difficulty of supplying miners in the 
early days of the industry.

Figure 2.20 Klondike Mines Railway Soda Station boxcar, on the Ridge Road
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Klondike Mines Railway
Within the nominated property is an 

ensemble of relic railway remains dating 
from 1906, related to the Klondike Mines 
Railway (KMR). The remains include the 
Victoria Station Boxcar, the Soda Station 
Boxcar, bridge abutments, fallen trestles, 
a water-tower spigot, maintenance shed, 
box culvert, and foundations. Remains 
at Tr’ochëk include the locomotive 
service-shed foundation, coal bunkers, 
and sidings. The KMR was a 32-mile (51 
km) narrow-gauge railway that operated 
from 1906 to 1914 between Dawson City 
and Sulphur Springs, hauling mostly 
freight and some passengers. The railway 
route crossed the Klondike River into 
Tr’ochëk, up Bonanza Creek to Grand 
Forks, and to Sulphur Springs.22 Upper 
Bonanza Road was built over sections of 
the old KMR bed, obscuring the historical 
railway, however, a number of the KMR 
locomotives were salvaged and are now 
on display at the Dawson City Museum.

(iv) Tr’ochëk and Dawson City

Overview
Tr’ochëk and Dawson City are 

settlement sites, directly across from each 
other, on either side of the confluence 
of the Klondike River and Yukon River. 
Tr’ochëk is an ancient fishing camp and 
gathering site for the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
First Nation that was appropriated as 
an encampment for miners during the 
Klondike Gold Rush. Dawson City is 
the town that developed as a result of 
the Klondike Gold Rush and continues 
to flourish as a regional hub for 
contemporary mining, tourism, arts and 
culture, public services, and government. 
Both sites are on level riverside benches 
of land backed by steep hills, the largest of 
which is Midnight Dome, whose summit 
provides a commanding view of Dawson 
City, the Klondike goldfields, and both 

the Yukon and Klondike rivers. Also 
overlooking Dawson City is Moosehide 
Slide, a large and ancient scar on the 
mountainside, caused by an ancient 
landslide, that has long acted as a regional 
landmark for Indigenous people and 
newcomers travelling down the Yukon 
River. On the western and southern 
sides of Dawson City is the five-metre-
high Yukon River dike that was built in 
1987 to protect the town from flooding. 
The pathway that runs along the dike 
provides an excellent view of Tr’ochëk 
as well as views downriver toward the 
historic Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in settlement of 
Moosehide Village. Tr’ochëk and Dawson 
City are key features of Tr’ondëk–
Klondike. Together, they reveal the 
evolution of human use and occupation 
of the area. They also illustrate the social 
and cultural history of the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in, that of the protagonists of 
the Klondike Gold Rush and subsequent 
phases of mining, and the record of a 
diverse contemporary community.

NAME OF TR’ONDËK HWËCH’IN
 “The name Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in tells 
the story of our ancestral occupation 
of the ancient site [Tr’ochëk] located 
at the mouth of the present day 
Klondike River. Tr’o means ‘hammer 
rock’ used to drive the salmon weir 
stakes into the mouth of the river, 
ndëk is the ‘river’ part and Hwëch’in 
means the ‘people.’ Liberally 
translated, it means: ‘the people who 
lived at the mouth of the Klondike.’” 
– Gerald Isaac, February 1999

Tr’ochëk
Tr’ochëk is an ancient fishing camp 

that lies at the heart of the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in traditional territory. It was 
here that members of this First Nation 
experienced the most profound impacts of 
the Gold Rush, when the mass arrival of 
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newcomers led to the displacement of the 
Indigenous residents and the establishment 
of a mining settlement on the site. Today, 
Tr’ochëk stands as a symbol of Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in vitality. It has been reclaimed by 
the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and is once again 
used as a community gathering place and 
a seasonally occupied fishing camp by 
the descendants of the people who were 
displaced over a century ago. Tr’ochëk 
offers prime views of the confluence of the 
Yukon and Klondike rivers, Dawson City, 
Moosehide Slide, and the Dome from both 
the riverbank and the upper bench.

Tro’chëk consists of a low, flat, 
triangular river terrace that stretches 
along the south bank of the Klondike 
River and the east bank of the Yukon 
River. It is the result of silt from the two 
rivers that has accumulated here over 
time. Behind this lower bench rises a 
steep, wooded hillside opening onto a 
high, cleared bench. Tr’ochëk contains 
a network of trails and old roads as well 
as archaeological sites spread across 
the lower bench, hillside, and upper 
bench. Also visible are historical mining 
resources, modern family fish camps, 

and outbuildings built by the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in First Nation.

The layers of history at Tr’ochëk help 
to tell the story of Tr’ondëk–Klondike. 
Archaeological work at Tr’ochëk has 
uncovered several distinct levels of 
occupation, including five tiers associated 
with the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in use of 
the site, both pre- and post-contact. 
Excavated artifacts include historical 
items dating back to the time of contact 
and trade with Europeans, such as beads, 
dishes, and metal tools, but they also 
include evidence of occupation prior to 
this contact, such as animal bones, stone 
tools, and hearths that indicate frequent 
use over the past 200 to 300 years. 
Evidence of fishing is revealed in remains 
such as fish bones, stone net sinkers, and 
bone needles that were likely to have 
been used to weave and repair fishnets. 
This is overlain by extensive historical 
resources dating from the early twentieth 
century – the period of occupation 
by newcomers – including remains of 
buildings, machinery, bottles, and railway 
remnants. Contemporary mining tailings 
bear witness to mining in the 1990s 

Figure 2.21 Tr’ochëk, the site of an ancient fishing camp, is a symbol of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in strength and vitality
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before the area was protected through 
land claims and designated a national 
historic site. 

Dawson City

Moosehide Slide / Ë̀dhä̀ dä̀dhë̀cha̧ 
Stretching across the mountain face at 

the north end of Dawson City, Moosehide 
Slide is a natural landslide that, according 
to geologists, occurred in prehistoric 
times. The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in have a 
more complex creation story for the slide 
(see sidebar). Approximately 300 metres 
across and 100 metres high, the gravel-
grey scar exposes the serpentine rock and 
asbestos that occur in the area. A large 
jumble of boulders and rock remains 
at the base of the slide, giving way to a 
small flat plateau that serves as a space 
for public events and is home to the 
community dog park.

So named because it resembles a 
large moose skin stretched out to dry, 
the slide was an essential landmark for 
the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, who used it as 

a cultural identifier and symbol of the 
land to which they belonged. It is from 
the slide that the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
village of Moosehide takes its name. For 
most Klondike stampeders boating down 
the Yukon River to Dawson City in the 
spring of 1898, catching sight of the slide 
was the first indication that they were 
nearing the Klondike region. Depicted 
in photographs and artwork, the image 
of Dawson City overseen by the massive 
land slide provides a dramatic setting 
for the community that has remained 
virtually unchanged since the days of the 
Klondike Gold Rush. The slide continues 
to serve as an important landmark.

MOOSEHIDE SLIDE
 “In early days there were cannibals 
everywhere and they bothered 
people. So one time people climb hill 
near where is now Moosehide to get 
above them. Lots of big trees on these 
hills that time. People had only axe 
made of sharp rock in those days. 
They cut down the biggest tree with 

Figure 2.22 The Moosehide Slide over Dawson City Figure 2.23 The Moosehide Slide continues to be an 
important landmark for both Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and 
newcomers
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stone axe and they throw that tree 
down the hill on cannibals. That tree 
start big slide. It kill all the cannibals. 
That slide is shaped like hide of moose 
so people call the place Moosehide.” 
– Mary McLeod, Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
Elder, 1974

Dawson City Townsite
Dawson City is one of the most 

evocative symbols of the Klondike Gold 
Rush and a major contributor to the 
story of this iconic event and its enduring 
impact on both the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
and newcomers alike. As the primary 
settlement within Tr’ondëk–Klondike, 
this vibrant community contains over 
260 historic structures and boasts a 
burgeoning arts scene, a stable placer 
mining industry, and the headquarters 
of the self-governing Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
First Nation. It has a year-round 
population of approximately 1800 people, 
with a significant influx of visitors and 
seasonal workers in the summer.

The Dawson townsite is oriented 
parallel to the river, with 8 major  
avenues running north–south and  
14 streets running east–west. This 

gridiron configuration is evidence of 
the structured approach brought to the 
community in its infancy by the Canadian 
government, differentiating the town 
from other, more haphazard mining 
settlements.23 Throughout the Dawson 
townsite, this grid of gravelled streets 
dictates the urban layout and provides 
the framework for all structures, new 
and old. Downtown, narrow lots with 
mid-block alleyways establish the scale 
of the buildings and their siting close 
to one another or even touching. Most 
buildings are one or two storeys high, 
while commercial buildings are generally 
gable-ended with boomtown false fronts 
facing the street and signage with a 
strong historical character.24 Almost all 
the structures in Dawson are constructed 
of wood, featuring either wood or metal 
siding and metal roofing, materials that 
perform well in the northern climate.25 
Dawson’s many historic buildings include 
a small number of early miners’ cabins, 
early false-front commercial buildings, 
turn-of-the-century balloon-frame 
buildings that speak to a more permanent 
settlement, and a collection of substantial 
Edwardian-era government buildings. 

Figure 2.24 Dawson streetscapes are a mix of historic boomtown and Edwardian buildings, and "Dawson Style" infill  
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Contemporary buildings are constructed 
in the “Dawson Style” to be compatible 
with the architectural design and 
materials used in the historic structures. 
These infill buildings, as well as dirt roads, 
wooden sidewalks, and a lack of modern 
elements such as stop lights, enhance the 
frontier character of the town and evoke 
a sense of having stepped back in time. 
While the community has continued to 
evolve, the historic layout and districts of 
the town have been maintained, as have 
many of the historic buildings. 

The townsite’s gridiron street 
pattern is maintained north to Albert 
Street, but beyond this point the plan 
deviates from the established pattern. 
Topography, rather than street plan, 
dictated the layout and orientation of 
the buildings in this area. Although the 

area was initially intended for a mix of 
industrial and residential use, houses 
were built up the hillside to escape the 
swampy conditions of the flat downtown 
core. When many Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
citizens moved from Moosehide Village 
into Dawson in the 1950s, they took up 
residence here at the north end of town. 
In recent decades, the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
government has constructed many new 
homes and apartment buildings in the 
area, voluntarily following the Dawson 
historical building guidelines (save for 
the traditionally designed Dänojà Zho 
Cultural Centre described below). Both 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous residents 
have lived here for many years, and the 
north end is still home to a few Gold 
Rush-era cabins as well as the oldest 
cemetery in Dawson. The winding streets, 

DAWSON STYLE26

In the 1980s, Parks Canada issued the Design Guidelines for Historic Dawson. These 
guided the conservation of existing Gold Rush-era buildings as well as of contemporary 
infill buildings. The latter was to ensure that new infill buildings were compatible 
with the historic Gold Rush-era style of the streetscape. The primary characteristic of 
commercial buildings built during the Gold Rush era is a vertically placed rectangular 
storefront built onto a single-storey, steep gable roofed building. These buildings are 
located up to the street property line but do not occupy the entire legal lot. Residential 
buildings are much the same as these but are typically smaller (1000 square feet / 
93 square metres) with a small front yard (up to 20 feet / 6 metres) and without the 
rectangular shop front. The broad application of the Design Guidelines for Historic 
Dawson, in some cases beyond their intended remit, has resulted in a predominance 
of modern buildings “in the style” of one of these Gold Rush-era building types. 
The overall effect is the contemporary appearance and feel of Dawson City as a 
frontier gold rush town. This unique made-in-Dawson architectural style is known 
colloquially as the Dawson Style. In 2008, the City adopted the Dawson City Heritage 
Management Plan27 that recommended that “the dominant character of Dawson as a 
gold rush era cultural landscape should be maintained with an approach to design that 
these guidelines call the Dawson Style.” For new construction outside the regulated 
heritage management areas, the Management Plan also recommended that “builders 
use either good contemporary design or the Dawson Style.”28
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trails, and some overgrown lots give the 
area an air of mystery, where one can 
still feel the history of the Klondike Gold 
Rush. 

To the south of downtown is the 
former Government Reserve area, home 
to the historic North-West Mounted 
Police post of Fort Herchmer, its 
accompanying grounds, and its early log 
and frame structures. This area is also 
home to important historical public and 
institutional buildings that expressed the 
authority of the Government of Canada: 
the former Territorial Administration 
Building (now the Dawson City 
Museum), the Courthouse, and the 
Commissioner’s Residence. The site 
includes historical green spaces, gardens, 
and Minto Park along with places of 
worship, such as the Anglican Church, 
and residential properties from the early 
and mid-twentieth century.

Dawson’s eastern region was and 
still is primarily a residential district 
with mature trees lining the streets, 

THE OLD TERRITORIAL ADMINISTRATION BUILDING

One of the prominent buildings on the south side of Dawson is the Old Territorial 
Administration Building on Fifth Avenue at Mission Street. When the building was 
constructed in 1901 as the legislative and administrative headquarters of the new Yukon 
Territory, its grand design asserted the Canadian government’s presence in the north and 
its commitment to the administration of the region. The imposing two-and-a-half-storey 
neoclassical building was unprecedented in Dawson and signalled the maturing of Dawson 
from boomtown to Edwardian city. It is set back from the street behind a manicured 
green space that distinguishes it from surrounding properties. The property has a formal 
garden with a Victorian, geometric layout to the north of the building and a symmetrical 
and organized façade with neoclassical decorative features such as double Ionic columns 
flanking the main entrance. Its platform frame foundation and insulated double-shell wall 
construction are evidence of its adaptation to its northern setting. It remained the centre 
of the federal and territorial governments until 1953, when the capital was moved to 
Whitehorse. Today, it is owned by the Yukon Government and currently serves as the 
Dawson City Museum while also holding government offices and the Circuit Court.

Figure 2.25 Old Territorial Administration Building 
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ROBERT SERVICE 
CABIN

Located high on Eighth Avenue, this 

diminutive spruce-log cabin is six by 

five metres, with an overhang porch 

and a set of moose antlers affixed 

to the roof. The cabin is an example 

of vernacular Gold Rush-era log 

building techniques, although it is 

slightly more elaborate than the early 

prospectors’ cabins, having verandah 

railings and front stairs constructed 

from birch saplings. The cabin is 

situated on the hillside backing 

Dawson, with surrounding birch and 

spruce trees providing privacy. 

Maintained by Parks Canada Agency, 

the site is an important element 

of the Dawson Historical Complex 

National Historic Site of Canada (see 

Chapter 2.b and Chapter 5.c (i)) and 

welcomes hundreds of visitors each 

year who come to view the cabin and 

hear recitations of Service’s poetry. 

THE YUKON SAWMILL

The Yukon Sawmill Company Office 
and Machine Shop is representative of 
the role that the lumber and mining 
industries played in the growth and 
development of Dawson City from a 
rough mining camp to an established 
community and supply centre for 
Yukon. The Yukon Sawmill building 
is a two-storey, wood-frame building, 
constructed in 1900 and situated at 
Duke and Front streets. The Yukon 
Sawmill Company was one of the 
first sawmills to cut timber in the 
Klondike, and it had the longest-
operating sawmill in Yukon. It also 
contained the largest machine shop 
north of Vancouver, a foundry, and 
a lumberyard that took up three 
blocks. This operation – which ceased 
circa 1920 – had a large economic 
influence on the residents of Dawson, 
as well as Yukon First Nations people, 
who often worked in the wood camps 
that supplied timber for the mill.29

Figure 2.27 Yukon Sawmill Company Office and 
Machine Shop  

Figure 2.26 Robert Service Cabin 
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and landscaped yards providing a sense 
of permanence to the town. It features 
contemporary buildings alongside several 
single-storey and two-storey frame 
structures dating from the early 1900s. 
The homes of three famous authors – 
Robert Service, Jack London, and Pierre 
Berton – are located here within a few 
blocks of each other and are collectively 
known as “Writers’ Row”; they serve to 
commemorate Dawson’s literary history, 
which inspired generations around the 
world. Jack London Cabin is operated 
as a museum and interpretive centre by 
the Klondike Visitors Association, the 
Berton House is occupied by a writer-in-
residence program, and Robert Service 
Cabin is maintained and interpreted by 
Parks Canada. Along Dawson’s East Slope 
are the majority of the town’s cemeteries: 
the Yukon Order of Pioneers cemetery 
on Eighth Avenue and the group of 
five cemeteries on the Old Dome Road 
leading from King Street. Both historical 
and contemporary, these cemeteries 
date from 1898 to modern times, with 
primarily wooden grave markers and 
wooden picket fencing surrounding the 
graveyards. The eastern hillsides also 
contain archaeological sites including 
dwelling platforms, stone walls, and the 
remnants of Dawson’s 16 avenues, all 
evidence of the burgeoning population 
of newcomers during the Gold Rush 
and the expanded footprint of early 
Dawson. One of these abandoned Gold 
Rush-era avenues has been rejuvenated 
to create the Ninth Avenue trail, a 
2.5-kilometre recreational hiking route 
that circumnavigates the town.

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Self-Governance
Since the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in became 

a self-governing First Nation in 1998, 
its government has invested significant 
resources in residential, public, and 
commercial development in Dawson City. 

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in cultural renewal is 
increasingly finding expression across 
the townscape through the Dänojà 
Zho Cultural Centre, the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in government offices, and the 
new Tr’ondëk Subdivision, which is 
situated on the Klondike River close to its 
confluence with the Yukon River and is a 
reclamation of this historically significant 
area. Collectively, these buildings 
demonstrate the strong and enduring 
presence of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in in the 
community and the authority to self-
govern within their traditional territory.

Dänojà Zho Cultural Centre
The Dänojà Zho Cultural Centre, 

or “Long Ago House,” is located within 
the downtown area but constitutes a 
notable exception to the Dawson Style, 
dramatically transforming the Dawson 
waterfront when it was opened in July 
1998 at Front and York streets. One of 

Figure 2.28 The Dänojà Zho Cultural Centre is a 
gateway to Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in culture 

Figure 2.29 The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Administration 
Building, Community Hall and Dänojà Zho Cultural 
Centre
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the few structures to be exempted from 
Dawson’s historic guidelines, Dänojà Zho 
recalls the traditional winter shelters and 
salmon drying racks used by the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in, expressed in a modern 
architectural style. Situated high atop the 
dike, the centre allows for excellent views 
of the river up to Tr’ochëk and down to 
Moosehide Village. Landscaping around 
Dänojà Zho creates a natural outdoor 
amphitheatre and spaces for workshops, 
while native shrubs, flowers, and berries 
are planted throughout the grounds, 
providing opportunities for education and 
wild-crafting. Dänojà Zho is the public 
face of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, allowing 
the First Nation to proudly exhibit and 
share their culture and way of life on 
their own terms.

Ensemble of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
Government Buildings

Throughout the Dawson townsite are 
many wood-frame Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
government buildings, which do conform 
to the Dawson architectural style. The 
centre of activity for the First Nation 
Government is the two-storey Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in Administration Building located 
at Front Street across from the Dänojà 

Zho Cultural Centre. Adjacent and 
connected to the Administration Building 
is the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Community 
Hall, which frequently hosts dances, 
dinners, ceremonies, and special events. 
Directly behind the Administration 
Building is the Community Support 
Centre, which houses the health and 
social departments and whose mandate 
is to care for the health and well-being 
of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in citizens. One 
block north is the Tr’inke Zho daycare, 
where the children of the community 
are cared for in a nurturing environment 
rich in First Nation culture and heritage. 
This ensemble of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
government buildings, together with the 
Dänojà Zho Cultural Centre, is all located 
within a two-block area and creates 
a strong architectural presence and 
expression of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in culture 
and values in the Dawson streetscape.

Tr’ondëk Subdivision
Tr’ondëk Subdivision is a 

contemporary neighbourhood developed 
by the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in First Nation. 
Located close to the ancestral fish camp 
of Tr’ochëk on the north bank of the 
Klondike River, the subdivision lies just 

Figure 2.30 Tr’ondëk Subdivision
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beyond the southern tip of the Dawson 
townsite. Built on the flattened tailing 
piles left behind by the gold dredges of 
the Yukon Consolidated Gold Corporation 
(YCGC), the Tr’ondëk Subdivision helps 
to reclaim an area of cultural importance 
for the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and reaffirms 
their connection to nearby Tr’ochëk, 
while adding yet another layer of history 
to the banks of the Klondike River. The 
Tr’ondëk Subdivision meets the housing 
needs of the growing First Nation by 
providing rental units owned and operated 
by Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in. The subdivision 
consists of 37 one-storey frame homes, 
with surrounding area landscaped to 
include local vegetation, a small pond, and 
a community greenhouse that provides 
seasonal produce for Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
citizens. Also underway is a project to add 
48 new lots to the existing subdivision, 
which will be distributed as a mix of social 
and market housing.

2.b.  History and 
Development

Tr’ondëk–Klondike is a dynamic 
space. Over time, it has evolved into its 
current form as a result of natural and 
cultural influences that have shaped 
the landscape. The physical setting for 
the landscape was defined by geological 
processes, patterns of glaciation, and 
the subarctic climate of the region. The 
first cultural layer to the landscape was 
added over 10 000 years ago with the 
arrival of the first Indigenous peoples. 
The outstanding hunting, fishing, and 
natural travel routes led Indigenous 
peoples to stay in the area, and they 
have been here ever since, adapting and 
growing as all cultures do in response 
to changing conditions, new influences, 
and human ingenuity. Their seasonal 
settlements and camps, past and present, 
are spread across the land. The arrival 
of newcomers, mostly of European 

origin – explorers, trappers, prospectors, 
traders, and missionaries – brought a 
new cultural presence to the region 
and soon led to the establishment of 
more permanent settlements such as 
Fort Reliance and Forty Mile. It also 
initiated a long history of interaction, 
exchange, conflict, negotiation, and, 
ultimately, reconciliation between 
Indigenous peoples and newcomers. 
The fastest and most dramatic change to 
the cultural landscape was heralded by 
the discovery of incredibly rich placer 
gold deposits in the Klondike River 
drainage. This sparked the Klondike Gold 
Rush, which saw the arrival of tens of 
thousands of newcomers in a space of 
two years and led to the establishment of 
Dawson City and the exploitation of the 
Klondike goldfields. Since the initial gold 
rush, parts of the landscape have been 
changed by successive phases of mining 
characterized by changing technologies 
and organizational frameworks. Through 
it all, the Indigenous inhabitants – the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in – struggled and 
adapted, while continuing to carry out 
traditional activities on the land. By the 
1990s, two land claim agreements had 
been signed, and the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
had achieved a large measure of self-
determination, which had been denied 
them throughout much of the twentieth 
century. Over the past fifty years, tourism, 
heritage conservation, and cultural events 
have become defining forces, shaping the 
character and economy of the landscape 
alongside contemporary mining and 
Indigenous harvesting and government.

(i)  First Peoples – Indigenous 
Life on the Land
Three million years ago, advancing 

glaciers in the icebound southern 
Yukon Territory diverted the southward 
course of one of the continent’s largest 
waterways, the Yukon River, causing it to 
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flow north and west into the Bering Sea, 
a course it still follows today through 
the heart of the nominated property. 
At a time when vast ice sheets covered 
much of North America, the landscape 
of the nominated property lay within 
Beringia, an expansive tract of ice-free 
land extending from Siberia across the 
north to Alaska and the northern Yukon 
Territory, terminating in what are now 
the Northwest Territories of Canada. 
Much of this land was open plain and 
grasslands, now called the “mammoth 
steppe” after the immense mammals 
that roamed throughout the area among 
more familiar animals including caribou, 
wolves, grizzly bears, and ravens. As 
the last ice sheets began their retreat 
approximately 11 000 years ago when 
the continent entered a warming cycle, 
the first peoples arrived in Tr’ondëk–
Klondike. Traces of these people can 
be found at game lookouts, in ancient 
hearths, and in a variety of stone and 
bone tools. The earliest identified tool 
tradition in the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in region 
is the Northern Cordilleran, which dates 

from more than 11 000 years ago to 
about 8000 years before the present (BP). 
The oldest site identified to date within 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike is at Moosehide 
Village, which has been inhabited for 
at least 8000 years. The people who 
inhabited the areas at the time were 
living in a largely treeless environment, 
hunting the bison and caribou that 
roamed the grasslands. The most recent 
pre-contact tool tradition identified in 
the Tr’ondëk–Klondike region dates from 
the Late Prehistoric/Athabaskan, from 
1260 BP to the period of contact with 
Europeans. This tradition is characterized 
by the use of bone and antler technology, 
the use of copper in tools and weapons, 
and the adoption of the bow and arrow. 
The Late Prehistoric/Athabaskan period 
is also the period when fishing became 
an important subsistence activity and 
salmon a key resource.

STORYTELLING
 People lived on this land for over 
11 000 years. Ancestral memories 
are links to these long-ago times. As 

Figure 2.31 The Indigenous people's technique of fishing with a dip net is illustrated in this engraving from 1885
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with all cultures, Indigenous people 
looked to visions, dreams, and careful 
observation to learn how to relate to 
the world and to other beings. When 
distant forebears interacted with 
seemingly mythical creatures such as 
giant beavers and woolly mammoths, 
it was not difficult to picture a time 
when animals possessed supernatural 
powers and could talk. Oral traditions 
passed on through generations recount 
tales of Crow, a key figure in many 
Indigenous societies. Stories abound 
of his antics as a creator, trickster, and 
thief. Beaver Man, or Tsà’ Wëzhè, was 

a legendary figure of many names. 
According to a story told by Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in Elder Martha Taylor, Beaver 
Man created streams during his travels 
by planting willow sticks every time 
he got thirsty. As she stated, “He done 
this many times. Each spring it make a 
stream, and after long, long time these 
streams so many they big enough to 
make Yukon [River].”30

The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and their 
ancestors travelled widely during their 
seasonal round. In late summer and 
fall, they collected a variety of berries 
in birchbark containers that were then 
stored in the ground. They travelled up 
the Klondike River valley to hunt moose 
and moved into the high country on 
either side of the Yukon River valley to 
hunt sheep and caribou. This was also 
the time when they made and repaired 
clothing, tools, transport, and shelter 
using materials harvested from the land: 
stone, wood, hides, fur, and bone. Smaller 
family groups continued to hunt in winter 
while also subsisting on cached food. 
In spring, animals emerged from their 
winter dens and began migrating north, 
providing new sources of food: beaver, 
muskrat, and waterfowl. Although 
the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in were skilled at 
hunting and gathering a variety of foods, 
their most important food source came 
from two annual salmon migrations: the 
chinook or king salmon (Oncorhynchus 
tshawytscha), which usually arrived from 
mid-July to early August, and the chum 
or dog salmon (Oncorhynchus keta), which 
appeared later in the summer. These fish 
travel 2400 kilometres upriver from the 
Bering Sea to spawn in creeks and rivers 
flowing into the Yukon. Their arrival was 
eagerly awaited. In late spring and early 
summer, people moved to traditional 
fishing sites, set up camp, then built and 
repaired fishing equipment.

HÄN – “PEOPLE OF 
THE RIVER”

Indigenous people living in what later 
became the Yukon Territory are often 
identified by language groups. Most 
belong to the Athabaskan language 
family, which includes at least 30 
distinct languages spoken in Yukon, 
Alaska, Northwest Territories, and the 
northern part of British Columbia and 
Alberta.34 The Hän-speaking peoples 
occupied an area centred on the 
Yukon River drainage basin in the 
western Yukon and eastern Alaska. 
The name Hän means “people of the 
river,” indicating the importance of the 
Yukon River in their lives. When the 
first newcomers visited this region, they 
encountered three groups of Hän: two 
located in what is now Alaska, and the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in based at Tr’ochëk, 
their fishing and hunting camp at the 
mouth of the Tr’ondëk or Klondike River 
from which they drew their name.
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Before the Gold Rush, the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in built fish traps across the 
mouth of the Klondike River. Tr’o or 
“hammerstones” were used to pound 
stakes into the riverbed at regular 
intervals, and branches were woven 
between the stakes to direct the fish into 
basket traps. The traps were emptied 
before they were destroyed by the 
weight of the fish. After emptying out 
the fish, people removed the basket traps 
for several hours or overnight to allow 
the fish to pass through unobstructed. 
Men also paddled birchbark canoes out 
to the swimming salmon and scooped 
them with a hand net made from woven 
caribou skin on a wooden frame. This 
required great skill in “reading” the 
opaque water to sense the presence of 
a salmon swimming by and scoop at 
exactly the right moment. A Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in grandmother remembered the 
men at Tr’ochëk wading into the river 
with a long gill net, about 46 metres long 
woven from spruce roots, then drawing 
it into shore loaded with salmon. The 
late Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Elder Stanley 
Roberts recalled that his father spoke of 
men using gaffs or spears made from long 
sticks with sharpened bone points: “When 
the salmon come up, people speared it. 
They threw them, the salmon, to shore. 
The women were busy carrying fish, and 
everyone shared.”31

As well as feasting on fresh fish, 
people needed to preserve much of 
the catch for the leaner months ahead. 
Women cut up the fish with a variety 
of stone and bone tools, hanging the 
strips on racks to be dried and smoked. 
Traditionally, these were times of plentiful 
food when larger gatherings were hosted 
with extended family, other members of 
the group, and even people from other 
First Nations. As well as working hard, 
people celebrated various milestones: the 
symbolic feast of the “first fish” of the 

season, the exchange of trade items with 
visiting First Nations, and the cementing 
of new alliances and marriages.

Our understanding of the 
aforementioned activities, particularly the 
pre-contact fishery, has been illuminated 
by traditional knowledge passed on by 
elders and archaeological work carried 
out at two key fish camp sites: Tr’ochëk 
at the mouth of the Klondike River and 
Ch’ëdähchëk kek’ìt (known in English 
as the community of Forty Mile) at the 
confluence of the Fortymile and Yukon 
rivers. At Ch’ëdähchëk kek’ìt, people 
were meeting over the course of 2500 
years to hunt, fish, trade, and visit. In 
addition to the salmon run, this site 
was important for its spring grayling 
fishery and was a regular crossing point 
for the migrating Fortymile Caribou 
Herd. Archaeological investigations 
at the mouth of the Fortymile River 
have uncovered stone cooking hearths, 
stone tools, bone arrowheads, pieces 
of birchbark baskets, and countless 
fragments of processed caribou bone 
used to make tools. Ch’ëdähchëk kek’ìt 
“likely contains the most detailed record 
of human history in the central Yukon for 
the time period spanning the last 2500 
years and maybe more.”32 As with many 
Yukon River sites, Tr’ochëk was subject to 
frequent spring floods that washed away 

Figure 2.32 Tr'ochëk, a major Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
fishing camp showing summer dwellings and  
fish-drying racks, in 1894
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fishing and hunting camps. Nonetheless, 
archaeologists have identified at least six 
different occupations attesting to use of 
the site for fishing and hide processing 
over hundreds of years.33

FISHING CAMP
 Elder Martha Kates describes her 
childhood experiences at fishing 
camp, recalling it as “one of the 
happiest of times”:
 “We used to have fun. And at nights, 
my brother and my sister used to play 
guitar. So after work, you know how 
kids are a hard time to be put to bed, 
eh? Sometimes we have to go to sleep 
six-thirty every night, but sometimes 
we get to stay up and my sister Sara, 
my brother Edward, and my cousin 
Daniel Simon, we used to sit around. 
While they’re smoking fish, you 
know those little strips they cut off 
the belly? We used to roast that over 
the fire, same time as the potatoes are 
baking and they would sing. Sing all 
the time.”35

(ii)  Early Trading Posts, 
Settlements, and the Allure 
of Gold (1873 to 1896)

Despite the seeming isolation of their 
inland northern territory, the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in had extensive and longstanding 
links to the wider world. They were 
part of a complex network of trade and 
exchange with neighbours to the north, 
south, and southwest. It was not unusual 
for trading parties to walk hundreds of 
kilometres to meet with other groups. 
They exchanged birchbark, red ochre, 
animal hides, and salmon for native 
copper and obsidian from the southwest, 
as well as dentalium shells from the 
Pacific coast. Long before Euro-American 
traders entered their territory, the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in had become familiar 
with European goods acquired through 

intermediaries closer to British, Russian, 
and American posts in northern Yukon, 
on the Alaskan coast, and farther down 
the Yukon River. When the Hudson Bay 
Company and American explorers first 
entered Hän territory in the mid to late 
nineteenth century, they met experienced 
traders and were soon incorporated into 
the existing trade network. Their arrival 
prompted the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in to 
adjust their seasonal rounds to spend 
more time trapping additional fur to 
exchange for kettles, tea, sugar, cloth, 
and rifles. The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
were important players in the evolving 
northern economy, valued for their skills 
as hunters, trappers, and providers of fur. 

The eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries also saw an increasing number 
of explorers, prospectors, and settlers 
beginning to move west and north 
seeking adventure, opportunity, and 
wealth. The potential for free land and 
rich resources drew the adventurous as 

GOLD STANDARD

The value placed on gold varies 
between societies and throughout 
history. Gold has been valued for 
jewellery, art, and as currency for 
thousands of years. Beginning in the 
eighteenth century, many countries 
adopted the “gold standard,” a system 
whereby a nation’s currency is backed 
by its gold reserves. By the nineteenth 
century, the United States economy 
was faltering in part because it lacked 
sufficient gold reserves to support 
its currency. This made the Klondike 
Gold Rush of particular interest to 
authorities in the south looking to 
strengthen their reserves.
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well as those whom the poet Robert 
Service later described as “the men that 
don’t fit in.” To the newcomers, the 
frontiers of the continent were largely 
unknown and unexplored, but for the 
Indigenous peoples already occupying 
these lands, the country was their 
homeland. These two differing concepts 
of land and its use would often lead to 
misunderstandings and cultural clashes.

The allure of gold drew a common 
mix of people, and their sudden and 
massive influx not only physically 
transformed the natural features of the 
landscape, it also disrupted longstanding 
relationships between Indigenous peoples 
and the land. As Europeans sought their 
fortunes in colonial empires, the arrival 
of gold-seeking prospectors to Indigenous 
territories almost always caused great 
social and economic upheaval for the 
original inhabitants. First among these 
was the conflict over the use of land 
and space. The loss of free movement 
on their traditional lands threatened the 
ability of Indigenous people to survive, 
and mining activities often put pressure 
on the habitats of species that were 
critical to that survival. A second major 
point of conflict was the imposition of 
a new order, based on a foreign world 
view, over their land and their being. 
Settler authorities exercised sovereign 
powers over the creation of “new” settler 
communities on Indigenous traditional 
lands. Strategies for dealing with the 
Indigenous inhabitants included treaty 
negotiations, starvation, destruction of 
shelters, forcible removal, and, in some 
cases, death. 

Of all the riches to be found at 
the frontier, gold has long exerted a 
special allure. Word of its discovery 
was often enough to cause a “rush,” or 
stampede, of gold seekers, drawn by 
the dream of instant riches. In North 
America, the first major rush was to the 

California goldfields in 1849. While some 
prospectors struck it rich, they were the 
minority; many unsuccessful prospectors 
headed north from California seeking 
the next big gold discovery or “strike.” 
Travelling up the west coast, some of 
these hardy individuals eventually found 
gold in Oregon and Washington. Farther 
north, in the area that would become the 
Canadian province of British Columbia, 
their discoveries triggered the Fraser 
River, Cariboo, and Stikine gold rushes. 
After the opening of the Chilkoot Pass in 

NINETEENTH- 
CENTURY GOLD 
RUSHES

The social and economic realities 
of the nineteenth century helped to 
set the stage for gold rushes around 
the world. The industrialization of 
Europe had brought new forms of 
poverty and inequality as well as 
social instability. The New World 
became attractive to settlers, with its 
potential for individual advancement, 
ownership, and wealth. Prospecting 
and mining for gold at the frontier 
encapsulated and even magnified 
all these possibilities. Characterized 
by mass migrations of people into 
inhabited Indigenous territories, gold 
rushes of the nineteenth century 
created the conditions for a new era 
of colonial and economic growth. 
They had lasting repercussions 
and transformed the economies, 
landscapes, and societies in each of 
the locales where they took place.
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1880, groups of would-be miners made 
an arduous annual trek into the Yukon 
River basin, built rafts or crude pole boats, 
then floated downriver, checking various 
bars and tributaries for “colours” or traces 
of gold. Before winter set in, they had to 
make the same journey in reverse – this 
time upstream – in order to go “outside” 
and resupply. Overall, their goal was to 
find free or placer gold in the sands and 
gravels of stream or river beds. If they 
were lucky, their finds were enough to 
cover living costs for another year.

The arrival of three innovative 
American traders – Leroy Napoleon 
“Jack” McQuesten, Alfred Henry Mayo, 
and Arthur Francis Sean Harper – by 
river to the Yukon River Basin in 1873 
gave both First Nations and prospectors 
a local source of outside goods. For 
over 20 years, working with the Alaska 
Commercial Company, they operated 
trading posts all along the Yukon River 
between Rampart, Alaska, and Fort 
Selkirk, Yukon, four of which were 
within Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in traditional 
territory. Two of these posts – Fort 
Reliance and Forty Mile – are located 

within the boundary of Tr’ondëk–
Klondike. These men each married 
Indigenous women, who undoubtedly 
contributed to the men’s success with 
their practical knowledge of living on 
the land. Their various enterprises were 
supported by a series of small steamboats 
that since 1869 had freighted goods from 
St. Michael, Alaska, at the mouth of the 
Yukon River. It was this availability of 
supplies year-round and the willingness 
of the traders to “grubstake” their 
customers by providing long-term credit 
that made it possible for prospectors to 
overwinter and thereby eliminate the 
need to journey “outside” in the winter 
to resupply. Traders also shared news of 
recent finds and provided good advice, 
creating an environment in which a 
major gold discovery was becoming more 
likely.

Fort Reliance (1874 to 1887)
In 1874, the small steamer Yukon 

made the farthest steamship trip to date 
up the Yukon River, landing about 10 
kilometres downriver of the confluence 
between the Yukon and Klondike rivers. 

Figure 2.33 The steamer Yukon ca. 1883
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It was carrying Jack McQuesten, his 
assistant Frank Banfield, and three tonnes 
of merchandise. They were accompanied 
by Chief Catsah, or Gàh Ts’yàt, of the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in with 10 of his men, 
all likely taking their inaugural steamboat 
trip. Their mission was to set up the 
first trading post in Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
traditional territory. Some accounts 
suggest that this was in response to a 
request by Chief Gàh Ts’yàt. At the site 
that became known as Fort Reliance, 
the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in helped to select a 
location and were employed to cut logs 
and help erect the building. They also 
provided the post with meat and with 
fur for trade. More First Nations people 
began using this place as a base, setting up 
small dwellings nearby on both sides of 
the river. A few contemporary travellers 
described First Nation semi-subterranean 
dwellings featuring depressed floors and 
bermed or banked walls near the log store, 
and McQuesten observed approximately 
80 people at a fish camp called Nuclaco 
across the river from Fort Reliance.36 The 
first party of prospectors to travel this far 
north down the Yukon River reached the 
small post in 1882.

MOOSE HIDE TOSS
 McQuesten recalled a particularly 
merry Christmas season that year, 
celebrated with a foot race, a snow-
shovelling match, a community feast 
for all, and a type of blanket toss using 
a large moose hide. He described the 
latter in great detail: 
 “The Indians got a large moose skin 
and as many as could get around it 
would take hold of the edge and then 
some young Indian would get on top 
of the skin and they would toss him 
up. The white men thought it great 
sport and they joined in the game. 
After a while the men began to throw 
the women in the moose skin and 
tossing them up. After the women 
had been tossed they turned to and 
caught the white men and they had to 
take their turn to be thrown up in the 
air – it was great sport.… That practice 
has been kept up at Forty Mile ever 
since. When the Indians are all there 
and the whites always joined in the 
sport and everyone living near the 
town had to be tossed up and they 
most all took their medicine in good 
humour.”37

Figure 2.34 Forty Mile townsite in 1898
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 This light-hearted entertainment 
illustrates the good relations that 
prevailed among the traders, early 
prospectors, and Indigenous people at 
this time. 

Forty Mile / Ch’ëdähchëk kek’ìt  
(est. 1886) 

In September 1886, there was a 
significant discovery of coarse gold on 
the Fortymile River. McQuesten and his 
colleagues followed the prospectors to 
the site, having ordered more supplies in 
anticipation of the expected rush. At the 
mouth of the river, they set up a large 
store and warehouse at the site of the 
former Indigenous camp (Ch’ëdähchëk 
kek’ìt), within easy reach of the Yukon 
River. It became the focus of a rapidly 
growing log-cabin town called Forty Mile 
that became Yukon’s first permanent non-
Indigenous settlement. Forty Mile was 
strategically located at the confluence of 
the Yukon and Fortymile rivers: accessible 
to steamboats that provided transport 
and freight, and close to the miners and 
their diggings farther up the Fortymile 
River. At its heyday, Forty Mile had a 
population of about 600. A second trader, 
John J. Healy of the North American 
Trading and Transportation Company, set 
up shop across the river at Fort Cudahy in 
1893. His complex of buildings included 
a sawmill to cut lumber for commercial 
buildings.

The new settlement and its attractions 
lured Indigenous people from a wide 
area, many of whom camped just upriver 
at Mission Island. The town and mining 
area offered many new opportunities to 
Indigenous people. Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
hunters and fishers found a ready market 
for fresh meat and fish, and the women 
sold as much fur and hide clothing as they 
could produce. Although few Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in were interested in mining, 
men were hired to pack supplies out to 

the creeks. However, there were also 
many drawbacks. Unlike Fort Reliance, 
Forty Mile was set up primarily to service 
miners and prospectors rather than 
Indigenous fur trappers. The Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in had to travel a greater distance 
to trade because of the abandonment of 
Fort Reliance in 1887. The increase in 
activity along the Yukon River valley also 
caused game to move farther inland and 
meant competition with the newcomers 
for the best fishing spots. Additionally, 
disease contracted from the newcomers 
often led to fatal epidemics; and alcohol, 
particularly a toxic variety of homebrew, 
was readily available. 

Anglican missionaries moved to the 
area, setting up a mission on Mission 
Island just upstream of the settlement. 
Bishop William Bompas arrived in 1892 
to minister to the First Nations people, 
while another priest was responsible 
for the miners. Bompas set up a school 
for children and became a passionate 
advocate for the well-being of the original 
inhabitants. In an 1899 letter he wrote, 
“It has been argued that the Indians are 
no losers by the arrival of the whites 
because they can make money working 
for them. This is to persuade one who has 
been robbed of his property that he is no 
worse off because he can make a living by 
hard labour.”38

Two North-West Mounted Police 
officers – Inspector Charles Constantine 
and Staff Sergeant Charles Brown 
– travelled to the Forty Mile area in 
1894. Formed in 1873, the NWMP 
was essentially a colonial police force 
representing the recently formed federal 
Canadian government in Ottawa. In the 
force’s early days, it also handled many 
federal responsibilities such as customs 
collection, recording of mining claims, 
and judicial duties. When the NWMP 
travelled north, it was partly in response 
to complaints from Bishop Bompas, who 
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was protesting the illegal alcohol trade 
and its devastating impacts on Indigenous 
people. They were also responding to 
complaints that the miners in the area 
were acting extrajudicially in their 
enforcement of the regulations governing 
the town. Their prime mission, however, 
was to assert Canadian sovereignty in this 
far northwest corner of the country. With 
so many American miners assuming they 
were in U.S. territory, there was a danger 
of losing this valuable land adjacent to 
the border through neglect, resulting in 
a concomitant loss of potential income 
from customs charges and gold royalties 
for the Canadian government. Based on a 
report of his first visit, Constantine 
was dispatched back to Forty Mile the 
following year, leading a detachment of 
21 men. They built a large log compound, 
named Fort Constantine, that became 
the first official Canadian government 
presence in Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in territory.

(iii)  The Klondike Gold Rush 
and Its Immediate Impact

Bonanza! The Discovery of Gold 
(1896)

Events at Rabbit Creek on August 16, 
1896, marked a pivotal moment in the 
story of Tr’ondëk–Klondike. An incredibly 
rich deposit of gold was discovered by 
three men who had been salmon fishing 
at Tr’ochëk. The discoverers included 
representatives of both Indigenous and 
European cultures: two Tagish men 
from the southern Yukon, Keish or 
Skookum Jim and Káa Goox or Dawson 
Charley, together with Jim’s brother-
in-law George Carmack, an American 
originally from California. Keish was 
searching for his sisters, at a time when 
epidemics and other disruptions were 
causing deaths among Tagish people.39 
Signs and symbols abounded. George 
had dreamt of a salmon with gold flakes 
for scales and two gold pieces over its 

eyes. He took this as a sign to go fishing. 
Keish had mystical experiences involving 
a Frog helper that had once appeared to 
him as a woman pointing him downriver 
with a gold-tipped cane.

Figure 2.35 Discovery post where the first claim was 
staked on Bonanza Creek, 1896

STAKING A CLAIM

The traditional method of marking 
a placer mining area was by staking 
a claim. The miner drove in or 
“staked” posts marking the corners 
of his property. Each claimant could 
stake 500 feet alongside the stream, 
with claims being numbered as 
being “above” or “below” discovery, 
depending on whether it was 
upstream or downstream of the 
original claim. Differences in American 
and Canadian regulations as well 
as difficulties in making accurate 
measurements led to frequent 
disputes about claim sizes and 
ownership.
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The fish catch was poor, so the men 
decided to go prospecting up the Klondike 
River valley, where they encountered 
prospector Robert Henderson. He 
generously suggested they try the 
tributary he called Gold Bottom but then 
refused to share his food supplies with the 
hungry men. Instead, they moved on to 
Rabbit Creek, and when they discovered 
that the creek bed was thick with gold, 
they did not tell Henderson of their good 
fortune. They all staked claims, then set 
off to Fort Constantine to register their 
finds. When the miners of Forty Mile saw 
the plentiful gold of an unfamiliar colour 
and texture, they raced upriver to stake 
claims of their own. Rabbit Creek was 
soon renamed Bonanza Creek to reflect 
the discovery, and the name Eldorado 
was given to its main tributary. The 
ensuing deluge of people flooding into the 
Klondike that summer would eventually 
result in the destruction of the salmon 
fishery at Tr’ochëk at the mouth of the 
Klondike River. 

The Gold Rush (1896 to 1898)
In the years preceding the discovery, 

the stage had been set for the worldwide 
gold rush that was about to come. The 
presence of year-round trading posts 
meant that prospectors were no longer 
wasting precious months travelling 
outside to resupply. There was a slow 
but reliable supply system in place, and 
every spring an increasing number of 
steamboats laden with trade goods made 
their way up the Yukon River. The miners 
had also developed effective year-round 
placer mining techniques, facilitating the 
influx of an ever-growing population 
of prospectors roaming the countryside 
and closing in on a rich discovery. A 
small force of lawmen was on hand to 
prevent total chaos. However, when 
the great discovery finally occurred, 
none of these people – especially the 

original inhabitants – could have possibly 
anticipated the scale and enduring impact 
of the ensuing rush.

It was nearly a year before word of 
the gold finds reached the outside world. 
This came at a time when people were 
especially receptive to news of great 
riches available for the digging. Most of 
the western world was immersed in an 
economic depression, and there seemed 
little hope of recovery from industrial 
hard times. Rich tycoons profited, but 
the number of poor suffering from rapid 
inflation, bank foreclosures, and scant 
living wages in factories and sweatshops 
increased. Coming during a peaceful 
interlude before the Spanish American 
and Boer wars, the discoveries were 
given lavish coverage by newspapers, the 
reports being eagerly devoured by gold-
hungry readers. The words “Klondike” 
and “gold” in their headlines were 
enough to sell out their editions.40

Figure 2.36 News of the Klondike gold discovery 
electrified a depression-weary world, 1897  
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In July 1897, thousands gathered 
dockside to meet the SS Portland in the 
American city of Seattle and the SS 
Excelsior in San Francisco, where they 
witnessed weatherworn prospectors 
disembark, hauling heavy sacks of gold 
and bearing tales of a land rich with 
nuggets ready for the picking. The 
news electrified a depression-weary 
world, triggered a great spate of fevered 
newspaper headlines, and set off what is 
now known as the Klondike Gold Rush. 
It has been estimated that 100 000 people 
set off for the Klondike from all over the 
world, 30 000 of whom actually reached 
Dawson City and the Klondike goldfields 
by 1898. 

Once the news reached the wider 
world, people came in waves. First, 
residents of the gold-mining community 
of Circle City, Alaska – 411 kilometres 
farther north – came upriver over the ice 
in January 1897. After the ice broke up 
the following spring, they were followed 
by people from Juneau, Alaska, and other 
coastal communities who laboured over 
the Coastal Range, then floated down the 

Yukon River. From the other direction, 
supply-laden steamboats from the lower 
Yukon River were greatly welcomed 
after a hungry winter. The majority of 
gold seekers, however, toiled over the 
mountain passes during the winter of 
1897 to 1898. These men, and a much 
smaller number of women, headed 
north from all over the world. As well 
as Canadians, there were Australians, 
New Zealanders, and Europeans, but 
most were Americans. These would-be 
miners, who dropped everything to seek 
their fortunes, included people from 
all walks of life: farmers, bank clerks, 
lawyers, salesmen, teachers, streetcar 
conductors, and even some actual miners. 
Hot on their heels were those intent on 
“mining the miners”: gamblers, con men, 
dance-hall girls, merchants, promoters 
of dubious mining schemes, and 
entrepreneurs of all kinds.

Transporting and supplying the miners 
became a major industry. The coastal 
cities – Vancouver, Victoria, Seattle, 
Portland, and San Francisco – all thrived 
as transport and outfitting ports. Every 

Figure 2.37 A massive influx of miners set up tents at the mouth of the Klondike River, the homeland of the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in
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rundown horse and stray dog on the west 
coast was recruited to be a pack animal, 
along with goats, mules, sheep, and oxen. 
The gold seekers crammed into every type 
of vessel that was remotely seaworthy, 
while captains struggled to retain crew 
members, many of whom were equally 
wild to reach the Klondike. With great 
forethought, the Canadian government 
decreed that all people entering the 
region needed a year’s worth of supplies. 
While some could afford to hire local 
Indigenous people to carry their outfits, 
and eventually packing companies using 
horses, mules and tramways, most spent 
the winter making repeated trips over the 
mountain passes packing their “ton of 
goods.” They then camped on the shores 
of the Yukon River headwater lakes, 
where they built a variety of watercraft 
ready to launch as soon as possible after 
spring breakup of the river ice. This was 
an arduous journey of more than 850 
kilometres through hazardous terrain.

The gold rush itself was characterized 
by the sheer number of men, their 
inhospitable living and working 
conditions, and the arduousness of 
the task at hand – all taking place in 
a relatively confined area over a short 
period of time. Accommodating all of 
these men and all of this activity meant 
the seemingly haphazard settlement of 
the creeks and hillsides with tents and 
mining apparatus, the boom growth 
of Dawson City, the incursion and 
settlement of Tr’ochëk, and a high 
volume of sternwheeler traffic on the 
Yukon River. The impact on the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in was unprecedented, and, while 
some newcomers would find wealth in 
the Klondike goldfields, the majority 
would not.

The Establishment of Dawson City 
By autumn 1896, most people had 

left Forty Mile for the Klondike goldfields. 
Traders, the police, and other residents 

followed the prospectors, as did others 
from farther up the Yukon River and 
from Alaska, spreading out over a series 
of creeks draining into the Klondike River 
valley. One of the early prospectors, Joe 
Ladue, had his eye on the flat of land at 
the mouth of the Klondike River directly 
across the river from Tr’ochëk. It was a 
traditional moose hunting pasture of the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, but Ladue realized it 
was also the closest steamboat stop and 
an ideal supply point for the Klondike 
goldfields. He staked a townsite on the 
north side of the Klondike River and 
started selling lots. He then set up two 
necessities of a frontier community: a 
sawmill and a saloon. He christened 
the new community Dawson City after 
Canadian geologist George Dawson and 
began cutting lumber for its commercial 
buildings and dwellings. Despite its 
unpromising location on a swampy flood 
plain, Dawson quickly mushroomed into 
a community crammed with an eclectic 
assortment of hotels, stores, trading posts, 
and log cabins set along muddy, rutted 
streets, with hundreds of tents blanketing 

Figure 2.38 By 1898 the traditional fish camp at 
Tr'ochëk was overrun with miners
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Figure 2.40 Thousands of individuals were lured north by the promise of wealth and adventure

Figure 2.39 The frontier town of Dawson City grew into the main centre of service and supply for miners in the 
Klondike goldfields 
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the surrounding hills. Within a few 
months, Ladue’s lots were selling for as 
much as $300 each.

Within a year, the waterfront on 
either side of the Klondike River was 
thick with all types of vessels, from 
an ever-growing fleet of steamships to 
crude rafts. Many new arrivals lived on 
their boats and had to stumble across 
several other watercraft to reach shore. 
Along with would-be prospectors came 
an assortment of entrepreneurs and 
entertainers. Banknotes were scarce, 
so nearly every business had a set of 
scales to accept payment in gold dust or 
nuggets. For those with the gold to spend, 
everything was available, from oysters 
and Paris fashions to temporary female 
companionship.

As a direct result of the Klondike Gold 
Rush, and as an expression of sovereignty 
in the area, the Canadian government 
proclaimed the new Yukon Territory 
on June 13, 1898, with Dawson City 
as its capital. It was to be administered 
by a federally appointed Commissioner 
and territorial council. The following 
year, a telegraph line was installed 
from Telegraph Creek to Dawson City, 
where architect Thomas W. Fuller built 
a telegraph station, thus marking the 

inauguration of rapid communication 
with the outside world. Canadian faith in 
the permanence of the new settlement 
was further manifested in the erection 
of five substantial government buildings 
within the next few years: the Court 
House, the Commissioner’s Residence, the 
Territorial Administration building, the 
Post Office, and a school, all designed by 
Fuller. 

The Creation of a Mining Landscape
Despite having inhabited their 

traditional territory for thousands of 
years, the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in left only 
subtle traces of their occupation on the 
landscape. Ancient campsites, game 
lookouts, and trails provide the physical 
evidence of their traditional harvesting 
practices and settlement patterns along 
the Yukon River and surrounding 
hillsides. The more dramatic changes to 
the landscape came from natural events 
such as floods and forest fires. However, 
within a few short years, the mining and 
settlement activities of the newcomers 
had physically altered the landscape on a 
scale that would have been unimaginable 
to the original inhabitants.

Figure 2.41 The Courthouse is an expression of 
sovereignty, law and order

Figure 2.42 Early hand mining with rocker boxes was 
extremely labour-intensive 
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Heavy deforestation quickly 
transformed the landscape. Cordwood 
and lumber were essential for building 
cabins, sluice boxes, and windlasses; for 
setting cribbing in shafts and tunnels; and 
for providing fuel for dwellings, thawing 
ground and – once steam equipment was 
available – fuelling boilers. Loggers were 
given leases to large forested areas, and 
mining activity deforested much of the 
land, leaving it barren. New wagon trails 
led up the valley. 

Creek beds were excavated, creating 
great heaps of gold-bearing gravel or “pay 
dirt” awaiting sluicing. Creekside banks 
were stripped of vegetation as streams 
were diverted to wash the gravels to 
extract the gold. Small dams across the 
creeks were built so that the accumulated 
water could then be redirected around 
the gold diggings or transported to sluice 
boxes using ditches and flumes. One of 
the most ambitious dams, the Adams 
Dam, was designed by geologist J.B. Tyrell 

and built across Adams Gulch at a cost 
of $75 000. It was designed to hold up to 
250 000 litres of water.41

By 1900, the population of the 
goldfields was between 9000 and 10 000 
people. The community of Grand Forks at 
the confluence of Bonanza and Eldorado 
creeks was the largest, numbering 4000. 
Smaller settlements sprang up on other 
creeks around the occasional roadhouse 
or hotel at places such as Bear Creek, 
Gold Bottom, Caribou City, Gold Run, 
Granville, Dominion, and Sulphur City. 
That same year, over a million ounces of 
gold were mined, the largest amount ever 
taken from the Klondike goldfields. 

End of the Gold Rush
The end of the Gold Rush had as 

great an impact as had the initial surge. 
Most gold seekers left penniless and 
disappointed or ended up working as 
labourers on existing claims. Many who 
had struck it rich quickly lost it all at 

Figure 2.43 Adams Dam under construction
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the gambling tables and in extravagant 
spending sprees. Others used their 
Klondike fortunes to stake successful 
businesses outside. Several pioneer 
prospectors, disenchanted by the instant 
arrival of the modern world, left for 
more remote parts to pursue other 
strikes. In 1899, with news of another 
strike in Nome, Alaska, the population 
of Dawson plummeted to 8000. Within a 
few years, the sternwheeler fleet fell from 
approximately 60 to a handful. Many of 
these ships later went into permanent dry 
dock in various Yukon River “boneyards,” 
including the vessels in the shipyard 
across the river from Dawson.

Unlike similar events in many mining 
boom towns in the American West, 
the Klondike Gold Rush took place in 
remarkably good order, thanks to the 
presence and forethought of the North-
West Mounted Police (NWMP). Leaving 
behind a much reduced three-man 
detachment at Forty Mile, most of the 
NWMP moved to Dawson in the fall of 
1896 and set up their new compound of 
Fort Herchmer. Inspector Constantine 
sent for reinforcements, and, over the 
next year and a half, approximately 
200 NWMP officers travelled north. 
They safeguarded the stampeders all 
along the journey from the mountain 
passes to Dawson City, controlled 
the criminal elements, and protected 
Canadian sovereignty in the face of an 
overwhelming influx of Americans who 
were unaware and uncaring of any 
borders between Alaska and the Canadian 
Yukon. Superintendent Samuel Steele, in 
particular, gained well deserved fame for 
his firm hand in keeping order during this 
tumultuous time.

Although the Klondike Gold Rush 
was a relatively brief phenomenon, its 
impact was international. Many people 
who made their wealth in the Klondike 
invested their capital elsewhere. Canadian 

and American businesses and factories 
supplying the stampeders could not keep 
up with the demand for everything from 
woollen clothing to evaporated victuals. 
The North American coastal cities of 
San Francisco, Seattle, Vancouver, and 
Victoria grew and prospered as outfitting 
and departure ports for the stampeders. 
Transportation businesses thrived, moving 
gold seekers across the continent by rail 
and then north in a variety of vessels. 
Coastal shipyards kept busy fabricating 
sternwheelers for the Yukon River. 
Many have suggested that the infusion 
of Klondike gold did much to revive the 
North American economy.

Dramatic Changes to the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in Way of Life

The impact of the Klondike Gold 
Rush was keenly felt locally as well. It 
affected Indigenous peoples all along 
the route to the goldfields, but none 
experienced as many upheavals as the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in. They were displaced 
from much of their traditional territory 
when former hunting and gathering 
grounds were occupied by the miners. 
In the process, animal and fish habitats 
were disturbed or destroyed. Hunters 
had to travel farther afield and were now 
competing for game with the newcomers. 
Most critically, newcomers took over 
many of the best fishing sites, limiting 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in access to their most 
important food source. 

 CHIEF ISAAC ON OVERHUNTING 
BY NEWCOMERS
 Chief Isaac frequently reproached his 
neighbours, pointing out that, since 
his people did not mine or interfere 
with newcomer methods of earning a 
living, they should not be overhunting 
the resources upon which his people 
depended. One of his statements 
quoted in the Dawson Daily News is 
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characteristic of the messages he 
shared many times: 
 “All Yukon belong to my papas. All 
Klondike belong my people. Country 
now all mine. Long time all mine. 
Hills all mine; caribou all mine; moose 
all mine; rabbits all mine; gold all 
mine. White man come and take all 
my gold.... Now Moosehide Injun 
want Christmas. Game is gone. White 
man kills all moose and caribou 
near Dawson, which is owned by 
Moosehide.... White man kill all.”42

From Tr’ochëk to Klondike City (1896 
to 1906)

The scribes of the Gold Rush wrote 
little about the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, the 
people most affected by the rush and 
its aftermath. Over the fall of 1896, 
newcomers spilled across the Klondike 
River from Dawson City and overran 
the Tr’ochëk fish camp, even staking 
claims amidst the caches and cabins. 

Some prospectors bought cabins from 
the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, one of which 
was converted into a bar. The original 
inhabitants were soon displaced from 
their home, which was quickly replaced 
by a new settlement. For a time, the new 
settlement at Tr’ochëk was derisively 
known as Lousetown, Dawson’s poorer 
cousin. This became one of the red-light 
districts occupied by prostitutes’ small 
one-room “cribs,” along with hotels and 

Figure 2.44 A sternwheeler docks at Klondike City, circa 1899. To the newcomers, the land was a commodity to 
be divided up and owned

Figure 2.45 Tr'ochëk was a gathering place for fishing 
and moose hunting. To the Tr’ondëk  Hwëch’in, 
the land provided everything; it was a home to be 
respected and shared
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bars. A sawmill was built on Klondike 
Island, located in the river between 
Dawson and south bank of Tr’ochëk. 
Merchant Tom O’Brien moved from Forty 
Mile to build a store here and became 
a great booster of the new community, 
now given the more dignified name of 
Klondike City. He had interests in two 
sternwheelers, built a brewery, and 
promoted a railway to the goldfields. 
The two communities were linked by 
a series of bridges across the Klondike 
River: a foot bridge followed by a wagon 
bridge, then a more solid railway bridge. 
All of these were eventually smashed 
by huge ice blocks grinding downstream 
during the tumultuous spring breakup 
of the Klondike River. This important 
fishing and hunting camp had been 
overrun by dwellings and supplanted by 
a growing industrial, transportation and 
entertainment district.

Move to Moosehide (1896 to 1897)
In the fall of 1896, the Tr’ondëk 

Hwëch’in moved across the Klondike 

River to the south end of the new 
townsite, but still close to their traditional 
fishing site at Tr’ochëk. The move proved 
to be controversial, leading to much 
correspondence directed to the Canadian 
government officials in Canada’s capital, 
Ottawa, regarding two important issues: 
where the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in should 
settle, and the protection of their fishery 
from the newcomers. The land on which 
they were now camped was part of a tract 
earmarked by the North-West Mounted 
Police as a Government Reserve. Inspector 
Constantine objected to the First Nation’s 
presence on what he saw as legally 
surveyed land. Bishop Bompas strongly 
advocated that the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
be given the land or an adjoining lot as 
well as compensation. William Ogilvie, 
a government surveyor who had been 
surveying the international boundary 
and laying out mining claims, offered his 
perspective as well. He recommended that 
the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in stay in place for 
the time being, and he argued strongly 
that their fishing sites be protected from 

Figure 2.46 Indigenous family on the Moosehide Trail
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Figure 2.47 Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in in front of their 
cabins at Moosehide Village in 1899

Above Left: Figure 2.48 Congregation at  
St. Barnabas Church in Moosehide 

Above Right: Figure 2.49 Young women at fish 
drying racks. Traditional harvesting continued 
after the move to Moosehide 

Left: Figure 2.50 Making a birchbark canoe at 
Moosehide, n.d. 
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usurpers. (Ogilvie later became Yukon’s 
second Commissioner.) However, 
correspondence between Dawson City and 
Ottawa took up to two months to arrive. By 
the time a government directive did come 
stating that the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in should 
stay in place, other decisions had been 
made. By the spring of 1897, with Chief 
Isaac as their spokesperson, the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in had relocated downriver to 
another of their traditional sites, Jëjik 
dhä dënezhu kek’ìt, or Moosehide as it 
was better known. Following the move, 
Dawson City residents began referring to 
them as the Moosehide Indian Band or the 
“Moosehides.”

The site of Moosehide – located 
approximately five kilometres downriver 
from Dawson – has been in use for at 
least 8000 years (see section 2.a.[ii]). It is 
an excellent site for settlement, located on 
a bench well above flood level with good 
views up and down river, excellent for 
spotting game. Just upriver, Moosehide 
Creek provides fresh, clear water. The 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in moved with their 
resident missionary, Reverend Flewelling, 
building cabins for themselves and cutting 
logs for a mission house and church. 
Eventually the Department of the Interior 
created a reserve of 160 acres, enough 
land for a settlement but not enough 
to allow the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in to be 
self-sufficient. They still had to travel 
elsewhere to obtain firewood, fish, meat, 
and fur.

The lives of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
were increasingly influenced by 
church and state. The Anglican Church 
representatives saw their mission as 
“civilizing” Yukon’s first peoples through 
religion and education. The Canadian 
government refused to provide formal 
recognition of the original inhabitants 
of the land or grant compensation for 
the lands taken over by the newcomers. 
Nonetheless, when Indigenous people 

SAFEGUARDING 
TR’ONDËK HWËCH’IN 
CULTURE

The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in wished to 
protect themselves from the negative 
effects of living close to Dawson, and 
they therefore decided to move from 
Tr’ochëk to Moosehide, choosing 
Chief Isaac as their spokesperson 
to negotiate and communicate the 
desire to move. Anticipating that their 
culture would be overwhelmed by 
the newcomers, they “cached” some 
of their traditional songs with their 
Alaskan relatives. Nearly a century 
later, Alaskan elders who remembered 
the songs “returned” them to the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in. These songs 
became a key symbol in the First 
Nation’s cultural renewal.43

Figure 2.51 Chief Isaac at Moosehide  
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experienced hardships due to disease or 
times of poor hunting, some relief needed 
to be provided, usually by the NWMP. 

As with other Indigenous peoples 
in Canada, their lives were dictated by 
the federal Indian Act. Enacted in 1876, 
the Act and its subsequent revisions 
gave the government control over 
most aspects of Indigenous life, such 
as administering treaties and reserves, 
lands, subsistence activities, education, 
and Band administration. It prohibited 
many traditional activities and deprived 
Indigenous people of many of the rights 
enjoyed by other Canadians unless 
they willingly renounced their “Indian” 
heritage.44 In 1914, Reverend John 
Hawksley was appointed as the territory’s 
first Indian Agent. In Yukon, there were 
no treaties, few reservations, or trust 
funds to administer, although Hawksley 
did lobby the government on behalf of 
Indigenous people, particularly with 
regard to fish and game regulations.
Changes to the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
Fishery (ca. late 1890s to 1970s)

Always resourceful and quick to 
adapt to changing circumstances and 

technologies, the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
adopted many new fishing methods that 
had been introduced by the newcomers. 
The delicate birchbark canoes gave way 
to sturdier pole boats made from planks. 
Circa 1910, people were able to purchase 
gasoline-powered outboard motors. This 
new technology allowed much greater 
flexibility in river travel, as users no 
longer needed to rely on the current 
when going downstream or laboriously 
pole, paddle, or tow vessels upstream. 
Fish traps were replaced by gill nets. 
Most of these were commercially made, 
although some people knotted their 
own. This meant that the fishers could 
now set nets in eddies of the main river 
rather than building traps at the mouths 
of creeks. Perhaps the most revolutionary 
change was the fish wheel developed 
on the lower river around 1904. A large 
wooden “wheel” had two rotating arms 
bearing baskets. It was set within a 
floating barge, anchored in an eddy near 
the riverbank and turned by the current. 
It scooped up the fish, then funnelled 
them into “cruise boxes” on either 
side of the frame. It required frequent 

Figure 2.52 Tr’ondëk Hwëch'in dance in the AC Company yard in Dawson
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checking to ensure it did not become 
jammed by a stick or an especially large 
salmon, but it was a remarkably efficient 
way of harvesting salmon. Unchanged 
was the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in traditional 
knowledge of river navigation, salmon 
behaviour, and salmon processing such 
as cutting, hanging, and smoking. As 
well as feeding their own community, 
the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in sold fresh fish to 
Dawson residents and dried great bales 
of chum salmon, tonnes of which were 
used to feed RCMP dog teams. Disputes 
arose over who could fish where, and 
the territorial government imposed new 
regulations on the fishery. Anyone selling 
fish in Dawson needed to purchase a 
commercial licence. Many First Nations 
people could not afford the cost, and, 
when enforced, this requirement created 
an additional hardship by eliminating 
another income source.

Despite this hardship, the seasonal 
activities associated with fish camp 
continued through the spring and summer 
seasons. In spring, repairs were made to 
the fishing apparatus; in summer, the 

men would operate the fish wheel, and 
the women would prepare the catch for 
summer and winter consumption. One of 
the most significant changes to the fishing 
practices of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in was 
the shift away from communal fishing to 
individual fishing, which was the result 
of the private ownership of fish wheels 
and the selling of fish. Another was the 
incorporation of new methods of preparing 
the fish to suit the tastes of the newcomers. 

The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in continued to 
live at Moosehide through the first half 
of the twentieth century, but relocated 
to Dawson City when the day school 
closed in 1957. The 1960s and 1970s 
were a difficult time for the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in as the move to Dawson City 
had the effect of dissociating many 
community members from the land and 
their traditional harvesting patterns. 
To be eligible for the new government 
family allowance children needed to 
be in school full-time. Some children 
attended the Dawson Public School, 
but many were sent to the residential 
school in Carcross 600 kilometres away. 

Figure 2.53 Fishing camp on the Yukon River at Twelve Mile ca. 1940
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The social and cultural effect of losing 
their children to the residential school 
(see sidebar in section 2.b.(v)), while 
simultaneously trying to integrate into a 
community that was deeply divided by 
racial prejudice was lasting. But some 
people continued to fish for subsistence, 
and it was a source of excitement for the 
elders to read the signs of the season that 
indicated the approaching salmon run. A 
gradual return to fishing to provide for 
the extended family eventually began 
again. It became a point of pride for elders 
to share in the traditional activities of fish 
harvesting and preparation and to talk 
about fish as a natural way of passing on 
traditional knowledge.

Frontier Culture: Representations of 
the Gold Rush

Most of the thousands of newcomers 
who tried their luck in the Klondike 
goldfields left almost as fast as 
they arrived, but their stories were 
immortalized by those who diligently 
chronicled the rush. Along with the 
stampeders came talented photographers 
who documented the progress of the 
stampeders all along the route to the 
Klondike. They set up shop in Dawson, 
where they photographed the diggings 
and doings of the miners, as well as 
at Klondike City at the mouth of the 
Klondike River. Bearing bulky cameras, 
glass plates, and darkroom equipment, 
photographers such as Eric A. Hegg, 
Frank La Roche, Clarke and Clarence 
Kinsey, Ernest Keir, and H.J. Goetzman 
captured stunning images of spectacular 
scenery, gold seekers making their way to 
the goldfields, the armada of homemade 
watercraft crowding at the Yukon 
River’s edge, and crowds on Dawson 
City streets marking both Dominion Day 
and the Fourth of July with boisterous 
celebrations. A few, such as Asahel Curtis, 
photographed the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in at 
their Moosehide settlement. Their images 

caught the imagination of people across 
the globe.

News of the fabled riches and the 
improbable northern metropolis that 
was dubbed the “Paris of the North” also 
attracted scores of writers and journalists. 
Their books, newspaper stories, and 
magazine articles were eagerly read by 
an avid public. Tappan Adney, a writer, 
photographer, and illustrator, was one of 
the first photojournalists on the scene. 
He sent dispatches to Harper’s Weekly, 
and his book The Klondike Stampede is 
one of the best accounts of the Gold 
Rush. Distinguished British journalist 
Flora Shaw covered the gold mines 
for The Times of London. Faith Fenton, 
the nom de plume of Alice Freeman, 
one of Canada’s first female newspaper 
columnists, wrote about the Gold Rush 
as a correspondent for the Toronto 
newspaper The Globe. Arthur Newton 
Christian Treadgold arrived as a British 

Figure 2.54 Writer Jack London, whose novels and short stories 
captured the imagination of the world
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journalist, but he stayed and went on to 
found the corporate mining company 
the Yukon Gold Company after acquiring 
financial backing from the Guggenheims.

Jack London was an aspiring 
American writer when he came to the 
Klondike. Based on his own experiences, 
he wrote the bestselling novels White Fang 
and Call of the Wild as well as iconic short 
stories such as “To Build a Fire.” London 
went on to international fame, and his 
stories of survival and adventure retain 
lasting appeal to readers worldwide. 

One reader of Klondike tales was 
a bank clerk named Robert Service. 
Although he did not reach the Klondike 
until some years after all the excitement, 
he, more than any other, fostered the 
image of the “Spell of the Yukon” in his 
poetry. See Appendix I.1. His writing 
portrays a harsh, beautiful, and lonely 

land populated by colourful characters 
such as Sam McGee, Dangerous Dan 
McGrew, and Lipstick Lou.

An equally colourful but real-life 
eccentric was Jan Welzl, a Czech by 
birth, whose 1932 book Thirty Years in 
the Golden North describes his adventures 
searching for gold in Yukon. More 
recent accounts include a memoir by 
Irish author Micheál McGowan (Micí 
Mac Gabhann) of his adventures and 
hardships as a prospector during the 
Klondike Gold Rush; the memoir, called 
The Hard Road to Klondike, was published 
posthumously and translated into English 
in 1962. 

The Klondike Gold Rush was also 
popularized in the comedic 1925 film The 
Gold Rush. Written by and starring the 
American film star Charlie Chaplin, the 
film depicted a prospector’s search for 

Figure 2.56 Poet Robert Service in front of his cabin  Figure 2.55 Jack London's Call of the Wild was one of 
his most famous works
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fortune in the Klondike goldfields. With 
his beloved Little Tramp character playing 
the lone gold prospector, The Gold Rush 
is considered a masterwork. Originally a 
silent movie, it was re-released in 1942 
with added narration and music, and it 
has been translated into German, Italian, 
and French. See Appendix 1.7 for a list of 
selected works inspired by Klondike.

(iv)  The Evolution of Mining 
and the Mining Landscape 
following the Gold Rush

Changing Mining Methods  
(1900 to 1904)

By 1900, sufficient infrastructure was 
in place in the Klondike to enable a move 
to large-scale industrial gold mining. The 
newly completed White Pass and Yukon 
Railway from Skagway to Whitehorse 
was a crucial link from tidewater on the 
Pacific coast to the Upper Yukon River 
and a fleet of sternwheelers. Now heavy 

equipment could be shipped to Dawson, 
then hauled to the goldfields by horses 
and wagons. Communications were vastly 
improved: a telegraph line now connected 
Dawson City to the outside world. New 
stores in Dawson provided basic supplies 
that were previously rare and expensive, 
such as nails, rubber boots, and shovels. 
Mail delivery, always irregular in earlier 
years, was now on a weekly schedule. 
Starting in 1899, the government began 
building roads to the goldfields; although 
rough, rutted affairs, they were a great 
improvement on the crude trails carved 
out by the prospectors. The new Ridge 
Road followed the ridges above the 
Bonanza Creek valley for 56 kilometres 
rather than crossing the mining claims 
below. Although it was used for only a 
few years, its eight roadhouses welcomed, 
housed, and fed travellers and their horse 
teams en route through the goldfields. The 
great inflow of gold seekers resulted in a 
large potential workforce, many of whom 
stayed on to labour in the goldfields. 

Figure 2.57 Charlie Chaplin in The Gold Rush  
(1925) – English 

Figure 2.58 Charlie Chaplin in The Gold Rush  
(1925) – French 
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Large business interests invested in 
heavy machinery and financed ambitious 
engineering projects that brought about 
the long-distance transmission of power 
and water. They were assisted by a 
federal government that enabled them 
to obtain “concessions” (large tracts of 
leased property) and secure water rights. 
The time of independent placer miners 
seemed to be over, but they have proved 
to be a remarkably durable breed. The 
lone prospector with his gold pan became 
a potent image for the settler culture. 

A few mines began using steam 
engines in 1899; by the following year, 
they were commonplace. They powered 
a variety of machines for moving large 
amounts of gravel more efficiently: hoists, 
shovels, draglines, and derricks. Steam 
equipment was also used to pump water, 
saw wood, and thaw ground. Klondike 
miners pioneered two useful inventions. 
The self-dumper or “Dawson carrier” 
hoisted dirt out of drift mines or open 
pits, then automatically dumped the dirt 
after tripping a specially designed pulley 
apparatus. Miner Clarence Berry was 
credited with developing the process of 
steam thawing after noticing that steam 

engine exhaust was melting the ground 
beneath. Custom-manufactured steel 
steam points were hammered into the 
frozen ground, then steam was pumped 
into the points, softening the ground with 
less effort and cost than building a series 
of fires.

Figure 2.59 The Ridge Road above the Bonanza Creek Valley transported miners and freight to the goldfields

Figure 2.80 Lone miner and windlass ca. 1897  
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All placer mining methods rely on 
gravity and water used in either sluicing 
or hydraulicking, which hoses away the 
vegetation and soils, or “overburden,” 
with high-pressure nozzles. No matter 
how rich the pay dirt, the gold is 
inaccessible unless there is water to rinse 
away the dirt and gravels. The Klondike 
water supply was unreliable, however, 
as availability was affected by droughts 
and the amounts being diverted to dams 
and ditches by upstream users. During 
an especially dry summer in 1903, many 
claims had to shut down. After another 
dry season two years later, the miners and 
government went so far as to hire a so-
called rainmaker in 1906, but his efforts 
were predictably unsuccessful.45

WATER RIGHTS
 In August 1904, no fewer than 84 
legal battles over water rights were 
active in the Klondike goldfields. At 
the time, Gold Commissioner Aaron 

Senkler wrote:
 “The production in future … will 
depend largely on the supply of 
water.… In order to work at a profit 
water must be brought by gravity 
from the most available sources. 
The expense that will be incurred 
in carrying out water-schemes 
properly will be very great, and it 
is, in my opinion, the chief problem 
confronting the Territory at the 
present time.”46

The Transition to Corporate Mining 
(1898 to 1906)

It became apparent to many that the 
continued success of the goldfields relied 
upon “consolidating” or amassing groups 
of claims, taking bold measures to solve 
the ongoing water-supply problems, and 
making major investments in machinery 
that could efficiently process the less rich 
ground. Two unlikely but determined and 
persuasive individuals met the challenge: 
a British scholar and journalist, and a 

Figure 2.61 Hydraulic mining sculpts the landscape of Cheechako Hill near Grand Forks
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Canadian fight promoter. The former, 
Arthur Newton Christian Treadgold, the 
Oxford graduate and teacher who headed 
for the goldfields in 1898 as a journalist, 
was more interested in exploiting 
potentially golden opportunities. To this 
end, he cultivated the federal Minister 
of the Interior, obtained a number of 
wealthy backers, schemed to obtain 
large concessions of land, and devised 
methods to move water to the workings. 
The latter, Joseph Whiteside Boyle, was 
a restless, larger-than-life adventurer 
who had been a merchant seaman, 
owner of a freighting business, and fight 
promoter before reaching the Klondike 
in 1897. His spectacular career as a “King 
of the Klondike” was but one chapter 
in a dramatic and eventful life. In 1898, 
he and his partner Frank Slavin also 
obtained a large concession of property in 
the Klondike valley. 

The first concession, or leased 
property, was granted in 1897 to support 

the move to hydraulic mining. The lease 
holder paid an annual fee, surveyed the 
property, committed to doing a certain 
amount of development work, and paid 
a 10 percent royalty on earnings over 
$20 000. Ultimately 40 of these leases 
or “hydraulic concessions” were given 
out, including Lease No. 18 ceded to 
Joe Boyle. Boyle’s concession occupied 
104 square kilometres of the Klondike 
valley between the mouths of Bonanza 
and Hunker creeks. Apart from existing 
claims and water rights, the Treadgold 
Concession took in much of the goldfields 
within the Klondike River watershed 
including Bonanza, Eldorado, Hunker, 
and Bear creeks. No other concessions 
matched the size and scale of those 
proposed by Boyle and Treadgold. 
However, their negotiations with the 
Canadian government and their financial 
partners were not straightforward. 
Treadgold continued to amass a 
substantial number of claims and buy 

Figure 2.62 Dredging can be seen in the background at the Bear Creek Compound, exemplifying corporate 
mining in the early 1940s
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out other companies, with the intent of 
forming the basis of future operations, but 
after years of controversy, public protests, 
legal manoeuvring and negotiations, the 
concession was cancelled in June 1904. 
Dr. Alfred Thompson, a member of the 
Yukon Council, articulated the main 
objections to Treadgold’s concession: 
“I pointed out … the reasons of 
dissatisfaction, chief among them being 
the great amount of land and water he 
held, the monopoly of the Klondike River 
supply, and his mining in opposition with 
the individual, which in time would be to 
simply freeze out the individual.”47

In the interim, both Boyle and 
Treadgold had attracted serious financial 
backers. Boyle was supported by the 
Rothschilds, and Treadgold by the 
Guggenheims. In 1905, Boyle and his 
partners began mining near the mouth 
of Bear Creek after building a steam-
powered power plant and the first of what 
would become a fleet of gold dredges. 
Treadgold’s supporters began funding 
several ambitious projects the following 
year, and major work was well underway 
despite the various ongoing legal disputes. 
But, as Dr. Thompson observed, these 
concessions were squeezing out the lone 
prospector, who was unable to match 
the capital and resources of the new 
investors. The time of the “gumboot 
miners” seemed to be drawing to an 
end with the establishment of corporate 
industrial mining. While many individual 
miners moved on to other goldfields in 
Alaska, a number stayed on, stubbornly 
resisting assimilation by larger companies 
and continuing to work their claims.

Industrial Mining

Dredging 
Dredges were immense, awkward-

looking structures, like large buildings 
with long protrusions poking out fore and 

aft. In actuality, they were vessels, built 
with a hull and floating in ponds of their 
own making. At the bow, a continuously 
moving bucket line scooped up material 
that was then moved through a large 
rotating screen, or trommel, where the 
muck and sand was washed from the 
gold. Finer materials settled down into 
a series of sluice boxes from which gold 
was recovered during periodic clean-
ups. A conveyor or “stacker” at the rear 
of the dredge dumped larger rocks and 
boulders. As the dredge advanced, it dug 
up material in front and deposited most of 
it behind; consequently, its pond was also 
slowly moving forward. Since the dredge 
was anchored in place by a heavy “spud” 
and pivoted from side to side during 
operation, its rocky “tailings” were laid 
down by the stacker in a series of long 
twisting ridges resembling giant worms, 
most of which are still visible today. 

Described as “industrial workhorses,” 
dredges could move immense quantities 
of dirt. Joe Boyle’s first dredge, later 
christened Canadian No. 1, had buckets 
more than two metres wide and 
excavated up to 3800 cubic metres of 
gravel per day. It was the first of a fleet 
of ever larger dredges built by Boyle’s 
Canadian Klondyke Mining Company. 
Billed as the world’s largest dredge, with 
4.6-metre buckets, Canadian No. 2 went 
into operation in November 1910, just 
in time to dig its pond for winter. These 
were followed by even larger dredges, 
Canadian No. 3 and Canadian No. 4, 
assembled in 1913 near the mouth of 
the Klondike River. The Yukon Gold 
Company, a consolidation of the various 
enterprises owned by the Guggenheims, 
was also tackling its share of major 
projects. In 1906, they began building 
three dredges. They also made big plans 
for supplying water and electricity to 
their dredge and hydraulic operations, 
including the hydraulic mining of the 
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White Channel gravels in the Bonanza 
Basin. The peak year of gold production 
by dredging was 1913, in which a dozen 
dredges belonging to the two companies 
mined over nine tonnes of gold.

The Klondike Mines Railway (1899 to 
1914)

From the beginning, many schemes 
were devised to run a railway from 
Dawson to the Klondike goldfields. The 
more ambitious promoters outlined 
plans to run the railway all the way to 
Whitehorse, connecting with the White 
Pass and Yukon Railway to Skagway. 
However, in 1899 a parliamentary charter 
was granted to Thomas O’Brien in the 
name of the Klondike Mines Railway 
(KMR) for a narrow-gauge line running 
from Dawson into the creeks. Over the 
following seven years, construction was 
continually hampered as promoters ran 
into difficulties, not the least being the 
struggle to raise enough capital.

The proposed railbed traversed 
a number of mining claims. When 

construction began in 1905, claim owners 
refused to sacrifice valuable ground for 
the rail line and obtained injunctions 
against the KMR. By the time the 
injunctions were settled, construction 
could not resume until March 1906. 
The line covered the 21 kilometres to 
Grand Forks by early July and in October 
was completed to Sulphur Springs, 50 
kilometres from Dawson. The total cost 
of laying rail and buying rolling stock was 
estimated at $2 M. 

The first winter’s operation was 
disappointing. The line carried few 
passengers and little freight. After that 
first year, the railway shut down in winter 
and completely gave up its passenger 
service in 1911. Although gold production 
gradually increased, the large-scale 
mining operations made limited use of 
the railway other than to haul cordwood 
for their steam plants. The line had been 
built too late and was a victim of Yukon’s 
declining population and economy. The 
federal government had already built 
roads to most of the major mining camps, 

Figure 2.63 Thawing ground ahead of a dredge on Bonanza Creek at Fox Gulch
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making a railway somewhat redundant. 
The Klondike Mines Railway made its 
last run in October 1913 and suspended 
operations in July 1914.48

Hydraulic Mining: Water and Power 
(1906 to 1923)

Beginning in 1906, a group of 
engineers tackled one of the most 
ambitious engineering projects in Yukon 
history – the Yukon Ditch. Taking three 
years to construct, the Yukon Ditch was 
an intricate network of ditches, flumes, 
and pipelines spanning 112 kilometres of 
Klondike landscape. It started high in the 
Tombstone Mountains, where water from 
both the Tombstone and Little Twelvemile 
rivers was diverted into a ditch, pipe, and 
flume system. Where the two rivers met, 
some of the water from the Ditch was 
directed into a pipeline that delivered 
water to small water wheels (Pelton 
Wheels) that powered three 686-kilowatt 
generators. The electricity was stepped 
up to 33 000 volts and sent through 85 
kilometres of high-tension lines to supply 

the fleet of dredges and other mining 
operations with power. The remainder of 
the water was carried through a system 
of carefully built ditches (61 kilometres), 
flumes (31 kilometres), and pipes made 
either of redwood staves or heavy steel 
(20 kilometres). When it reached Gold 
Hill above Grand Forks at the confluence 
of Eldorado and Bonanza creeks, it was 
used for hydraulic mining. The Ditch was 
constructed over the summers of 1906 to 
1909, and at its peak, it employed 1800 
men with a monthly payroll of $300 000 
($7.5 M today). When it was complete, 
water and electricity were being 
distributed to Yukon Gold’s operations all 
over the goldfields.

Another Yukon Gold project was the 
construction of the large earthen Bonanza 
Dam, built across the Upper Bonanza 
valley in 1907. Water was directed 
from the dam, by means of two ditches 
running along the hillside above Bonanza 
Creek, for hydraulic mining of the hill 
and benches on Gold Hill near Grand 
Forks. The cost of the construction of  

Figure 2.64 A dredge under construction in Grand Forks, the largest community in the goldfields outside of 
Dawson
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this dam was between $250 000 and  
$300 000. It was left untended after 
Yukon Consolidated Gold Corporation 
shut down in 1967.

In 1910, the North Fork hydroelectric 
power plant, first envisioned and 
constructed by Arthur Treadgold, was 
completed approximately 36 kilometres 
southeast of Dawson City. In 1912, Joe 
Boyle acquired the company and named 
it Canadian Klondike Power. The system 
used ditches, dams, and underground 
pipelines to convey water from the North 
Fork of the Klondike River to the turbines 
in the power plant. From May 1911, it 
provided energy to both Boyle’s goldfield 
dredges and the utility company that 
furnished light and power to Dawson 
City. The plant produced power until 
1967.

Yet another power plant was  
built in 1910 at Coal Creek – about  
100 kilometres downriver from Dawson 
– by the Northern Light Power and Coal 
Company. This coal-fired thermal plant 
provided power to Dawson residents 
and, in 1913, was leased by Joe Boyle 

to power his dredges. Both the Coal 
Creek plant and the Twelvemile power 
plant shut down around 1920. After the 
incorporation of the Yukon Consolidated 
Gold Company in 1923, only the North 
Fork power plant remained in operation. 
It supplied energy to both the company’s 
mining operations and the residents of 
Dawson City.

The YCGC Years (1923 to 1966)
Two years after Joe Boyle’s death in 

1923, the Canadian Klondyke Mining 
Company and its associated companies 
went into receivership. The Yukon Gold 
Company also shut down at the end of the 
1923 dredging season. Boyle’s old rival, 
Arthur Treadgold, picked up the pieces 
and founded the Yukon Consolidated 
Gold Corporation (YCGC) in 1923. Over 
the next few years, this company took 
over most of the claims in the Klondike 
region and acquired the interests of other 
dredging companies. The company also 
controlled the North Fork power plant, 
the Yukon Ditch infrastructure, the assets 
of the Klondike Mines Railway, and even 

Figure 2.65 Yukon Ditch crossing the Klondike Valley, looking from Bear Creek Compound, 1908
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the telephone system. The long years of 
disputes and lawsuits had finally ended, 
and the next four decades saw a long 
period of stable operations.

Known locally as “the Company,” 
YCGC became Dawson’s main economic 
driver and one of the territory’s largest 
employers. The company prospered 
thanks to factors such as a 75 percent 
increase in the price of gold during this 
time, the adoption of cold water thawing 
to melt permafrost, and, during the Great 
Depression, an eager workforce willing to 
accept relatively low wages. From 1934, the 
company was under the management of 
Warren H.S. McFarland, a mining engineer 
who modernized its operations. He set 
up an exploration and drilling program 
and, based on the results, raised sufficient 
capital to reconstruct seven dredges. The 
best seasons came in the late 1930s and 
early 1940s when annual gold production 
reached nearly $3 M. McFarland retired in 
1947 but continued on as a consultant and 
director of YCGC until 1961. At its peak, the 
Company operated nearly a dozen dredges 
and employed 800 people, a mix of seasonal 
employees and a smaller number of year-
round salaried staff. The crews worked 
on the dredges, stripped and thawed 
ground, looked after the hydroelectric 
plant and power distribution, monitored 
water transport, and repaired equipment. 
Satellite camps were built around individual 
dredges. Only a few cabins remain to mark 
these once numerous camps.

Bear Creek Compound, 10 kilometres 
from Dawson, was the main industrial 
centre for repair and maintenance of 
the fleet of dredges and became a lively 
self-contained community (see section 
2.a.[iii]). The settlement, operating since 
the 1890s, was rebuilt in the 1930s to 
include new bunkhouses and family 
housing. YCGC also provided recreational 
facilities by supplying garden plots, 
making the mess hall available as a 
community club, building a tennis court 

and baseball diamond, and donating a 
company truck for trips to baseball games 
in Dawson.49 

The goldfields continued to 
accommodate independent miners who 
preferred the hard work and uncertain 
rewards of self-employment. Some 
made ends meet by hiring on with the 
Company in summer, then working their 
own claims in winter. Others formed 
partnerships or took a “lay” on a piece of 
ground that they worked for the claim 
holder. For the most part, however, 
Dawson City had become a one-company 
town. 

Following World War II, YCGC was 
hampered by labour shortages, an aging 
infrastructure, a fixed price for gold, and 
an increasingly limited reserve that could 
be mined profitably. Despite economizing, 
reducing the number of operating 
dredges, and experimenting with new 
techniques, the company was unable to 
survive. The last clean-up took place in 
the fall of 1966, and its closure marked 
the end of corporate dredging in the 
Klondike valley.

(v)  The Changing Fortunes of 
Dawson City

Before World War II, the community 
of Dawson became smaller and more 
sedate. It had weathered two major fires 
in its early years. With every rebuilding, 
the streets were straighter and the 
buildings a little more substantial. As 
the town shrank, many Gold Rush-era 
structures were left derelic, tilting as 
they settled in the thawing permafrost. 
The period after World War II hit 
Dawson hard. Most of the young men 
who headed off to war never returned, 
either perishing overseas or electing to 
settle elsewhere when the war ended. 
The federal government drastically cut 
its support to this faraway, dwindling 
territory.
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Dawson City in Decline (ca. 1942 to 
mid-1950s)

Dawson’s status as a seasonal 
company town meant that active 
summers were followed by quiet 
winters, when most YCGC workers lived 
elsewhere. With the start of World War 
II, the territory’s economic and political 
focus suddenly shifted to the southern 
Yukon. In 1942, the decision to build the 
Alaska Highway as a defence measure – 
from Dawson Creek in northeastern 
British Columbia 1525 miles (2454 
kilometres) across southern Yukon to 
Fairbanks, Alaska – led to the influx of 
thousands of U.S. soldiers and civilian 
contractors. Whitehorse in the southern 
Yukon, the terminus of the railway to 
Skagway and head of Yukon River steam 
navigation, became the administrative 
centre for wartime projects. People from 
all over Yukon flocked south to be part of 
the action. From Dawson, this included 
many YCGC employees. Furthermore, 
YCGC operations were hindered by a 

1942 federal directive prohibiting gold 
mines from hiring new workers. As 
reported in the Whitehorse Star on July 
24, 1942, the aim of the legislation was 
“to divert all miners from gold to the 
basic metals so much in demand in the 
war industry.” Whitehorse grew at the 
expense of Dawson. In the early 1950s, 
the federal government decreed that the 
territorial capital would be moved to 
Whitehorse, an additional blow to the 
shrinking population of Dawson City. 

The building of the Alaska Highway 
prompted construction of other year-
round roads, first to Mayo and then, 
in 1955, to Dawson City. This spelled 
the end of the sternwheeler era and its 
associated economy. Indigenous people 
and newcomers alike lost seasonal 
jobs as deckhands, woodcutters, and 
dock workers. When many of the river 
settlements were abandoned, a few First 
Nations families moved downriver to take 
up residence in some of the abandoned 
buildings at Tr’ochëk / Klondike City. 

Figure 2.66 The Black Residence, like many Gold Rush era buildings that were later restored, was abandoned in 
the mid-20th century
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Other changes were also afoot for the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in. After their day 
school was shut down, most Moosehide 
residents moved to Dawson City in 
the 1950s to live closer to jobs. Poor 
fur prices, the requirement for trapline 
registration, and the banning of market 
hunting made it more difficult to earn 
a living on the land. Housing provided 
by the federal Department of Indian 
Affairs was substandard. Tuberculosis was 
prevalent, and many people, especially 
children, were sent away to Charles 
Camsell hospital in Edmonton, often 
for years at a time. This was a time of 
social breakdown. Although Indigenous 
children were eventually allowed to 

attend the Dawson Public School, most 
parents were encouraged to send their 
children to faraway, federally funded, 
church-run residential schools. Other 
children were summarily removed 
and adopted out to non-Indigenous 
households during the so-called “Sixties 
Scoop.” Children lost their families, their 
link to the land, and to their culture. 
They grew up without models of family 
life in an environment that was often 
harsh and uncaring. The political climate 
was changing, however, and along with 
other Yukon First Nations, the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in began demanding a fair share 
of their homeland and full participation in 
Yukon society.

INDIAN RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL SYSTEM

A very dark chapter in Canadian history, the Indian Residential School system was set 
up by the Canadian Government and administered by churches. The objective was to 
educate and indoctrinate Indigenous children into Euro-Canadian and Christian ways 
of living and to assimilate them into mainstream Canadian society. In operation from 
the 1880s to the 1990s, the system forcibly separated children from their families, 
forbade Indigenous language and culture, and was characterized by the use of corporal 
punishment and well documented physical, emotional, psychological, and sexual abuse. 
More than 150 000 Indigenous children were placed in residential schools across 
Canada. The long-term effects of the Indian Residential School system have been 
identified as the loss of Indigenous culture through the severing of intergenerational 
relationships, and a higher-than-average rate of domestic and sexual violence as well 
as suicide in contemporary Indigenous communities. In 2007, the Indian Residential 
Schools Settlement Agreement was reached, and the Federal Government and 
churches agreed to pay individual and collective compensation to Indian Residential 
School survivors. This same agreement established a Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission. In 2008, the Federal Government issued a formal apology for the Indian 
Residential School system, and in 2015, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
issued its final report in which it characterizes the Indian Residential School system as a 
form of cultural genocide.
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Heritage Conservation and Tourism 
(1959 to 1980s)

Dawson City was slow to recover from 
a depressed mining industry, the loss of its 
status as territorial capital, and the end of 
summer sternwheeler traffic. Unwilling 
to let their town decline, enterprising 
residents decided to capitalize on their 
gold-spangled heritage. The Klondike 
Visitors Association, founded by local 
residents in the early 1950s, opened the 
Robert Service Cabin, the partly restored 
Palace Grand Theatre, and a museum 
that later moved into the Old Territorial 
Administration building after its first 
home was destroyed by fire. This small 
volunteer group was hampered by a 
lack of resources and funds to provide 
attractions on a scale that would draw 
out-of-territory visitors. 

In 1959, the Historic Sites and 
Monuments Board of Canada (HSMBC) 
concluded that the goldfields area and 
its related features were of national 
historic significance. They recommended 
that the Canadian government commit 

to preserving and interpreting Dawson 
City as a historical complex and 
commemorating the Discovery Claim. 
Not only was Dawson badly in need 
of an economic boost, but many of 
its Gold Rush-era structures were in 
danger of collapse or encroachment by 
other commercial ventures. The arrival 
of Parks Canada in 1960 to initiate a 
research program was a major turning 
point for the town, one that eventually 
triggered the spending of millions 
of dollars on archaeology, historic 
building stabilization, restoration, and 
interpretation programs in Dawson and 
the goldfields. In 1960, the SS Keno 
steamed down the Yukon River from 
Whitehorse to take up a prominent 
spot on the Dawson City riverbank. 
The Department of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development supported 
plans to hold a Dawson City Gold 
Rush Festival in 1962, featuring an 
original play, with Broadway stars, to be 
presented in the reconstructed Palace 
Grand Theatre.

Figure 2.67 In the 1950s, Dawson residents initiated tourism, arts, and cultural activities in heritage buildings
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In 1967, the research phase was 
concluded. The HSMBC recommended 
that “the full extent of the gold rush 
and its impact on Canadian history 
be commemorated.”50 To do this, they 
suggested that 14 specific buildings be 
acquired and preserved, and that the full 
story of placer mining technology – from 
the gold pan to dredging – be described 
and displayed. The Dawson Historical 
Complex, encompassing “a wide range 
and concentration of frontier structures 
related to the town’s early nature” had 
already been designated a National 
Historic Site in 1959. Other buildings 
were later added to the designation, 
including the former Territorial Court 
House, the Northwest Mounted Police 
Married Officer Quarters, and the Yukon 
Hotel. Additional structures that have 
been nationally designated in their 
own right include the Old Territorial 
Administration Building, the SS Keno 
and Dredge No. 4. Over the next two 
decades, Parks Canada acquired additional 
resources, most notably the Bear Creek 
Compound, the former depot of the 
Yukon Consolidated Gold Corporation, in 
1975. This latter complex was acquired to 
tell the story of corporate mining in the 
Klondike. 

In 1977, Dawson City passed a bylaw 
establishing a Historic Control Zone.51 
An advisory board of local citizens – 
with technical support provided by the 
Yukon Government and Parks Canada – 
were tasked with ensuring that new 
developments conformed to the historic 
character of the town. This body handled 
matters such as guidelines for new 
construction, signage, and appropriate 
changes and additions to heritage 
buildings. 

These ambitious programs 
revitalized the community and provided 
employment and training for many 
local residents, who developed a strong 

appreciation for their history and its 
physical resources. Improved roads and 
air service made it possible to attract 
thousands of visitors from all over the 
world. All came to hear stories of the 
fabled Klondike Gold Rush, the heyday 
of the town once known as “the Paris 
of the North,” the colourful characters, 
and the gold mining that kept it all 
going. However, during the early phases 
of tourism, the visitors learned little or 
nothing about the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
– the land’s original inhabitants – and 
their displacement by the newcomers 
along with their continued survival and 
adaptation. This would change, however, 
as First Nations people across the 
country were raising public and political 
awareness of their plight. As part of this 
movement, the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in were 
readying themselves to tell their own 
stories.

(vi)  Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in: 
The Path To Self 
Determination

SALMON FISHING
 Elder Edward Roberts shares 
memories of salmon fishing during his 
childhood in the 1940s:
 “We use to set net below Moosehide, 
lots of fish in them days. Fish wheel 
always full. We check nets once in the 
morning and once at night.... After 
school over we move across to fish 
camp, beside shipyard. We dry fish all 
summer and move back to Moosehide 
before school start.... In the fall we 
use to catch grayling on the banks of 
Moosehide, right where they cut fish. 
We use big hooks, small hooks, safety 
pins, and we even bend and sharpen 
up nail. We use long pole and thread. 
We grease up the thread and double 
it. Make it strong. We use to get lots 
of Dog Salmon in the fall. We cut 
it in half and hang it up to dry. My 



84         Tr’ondëk–Klondike

grandmother told me there was fish 
camp on this side of the Klondike and 
on other side.”52

Land Claims (1973 to 1998)
Canada’s Indigenous Peoples could 

not legally vote in Canada until 1960. 
Up to that point, they were essentially 
outside the Canadian political system, 
able to vote only if they relinquished 
their First Nation, Inuit or Métis status 
under the federally administered Indian 
Act, which also meant losing recognition 
of their culture. But during the 1960s, 
change was in the air. Following the lead 
of American and Canadian activist groups, 
Yukon’s First Nations set up territory-wide 
organizations such as the Yukon Native 
Brotherhood which later became the 
Council of Yukon First Nations, to speak 
on behalf of their people. In Yukon, First 
Nations people had never signed treaties. 
There had never been official recognition 
of their rights to their ancestral lands or 
compensation for the territory that had 
been usurped by newcomers. As political 
consciousness increased, First Nations 
people began talking of a land claim 
that would recognize their traditional 
territories and give them access to their 
own lands. 

In February 1973, Elijah Smith, 
a member of the Champagne and 
Aishihik First Nations, accompanied by 
a delegation of Yukon chiefs including 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Chief Percy Henry, 
travelled to Ottawa to present Prime 
Minister Pierre Elliot Trudeau with a 
landmark document entitled Together 
Today for Our Children Tomorrow: A 
Statement of Grievances and an Approach to 
Settlement by the Yukon Indian People. This 
was the first comprehensive land claim 
presented to the Canadian Government 
by any Indigenous group, and Trudeau 
accepted it as the basis for negotiation. 
This promising start resulted in two 
decades of negotiations through many 

changes of federal, territorial, and First 
Nations governments and consequent 
changes in policy. An Umbrella Final 
Agreement (UFA) was achieved in 1993. 
However, completion of a settlement 
specific to the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in was 
unresolved until 1998, largely due to 
a dispute over Tr’ochëk, a culturally 
important site at the heart of their 
traditional territory – and today part of 
the nominated property.

As the negotiations took place, 
individual First Nations were working 
to regain and revitalize their cultures 
by documenting Indigenous languages, 
land use, place names, and travel routes. 
Young people recorded and learned from 
elders who shared their knowledge, 
stories, and memories. They worked 
with archaeologists to locate ancient sites 
and to correlate and build on knowledge 
received from their elders and community 
knowledge bearers of the activities 
that had happened there. In 1995, the 

Figure 2.68 Together Today for Our Children 
Tomorrow (1973) was the first comprehensive land 
claim presented to the Canadian Government by any 
Indigenous group
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Dawson Indian Band officially adopted 
the original Hän name for their people, 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in. This name affirms 
both their linguistic roots and their ties to 
their ancestral home at the mouth of the 
Klondike River.

Saving Tr’ochëk 
As part of their individual land claim, 

the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in had identified 
Tr’ochëk as an important cultural site. 
In 1977, several placer claims had been 
staked at Tr’ochëk. Three years later, a 
Yukon government lawyer determined 
that, despite being within a historic 
townsite, there was no legal impediment 
to the staking. The claims were acquired 
by a Vancouver company, which then 
applied for a water licence, a permit that 
was issued by the Yukon Government and 
was required as a condition of mining the 
property. Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in immediately 
filed a notice of intervention, leading 
to nearly two decades of protests and 
interventions by Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, the 
Council for Yukon Indians, Parks Canada, 
City of Dawson, the Yukon Historical and 
Museums Association, the Dawson City 
Museum, and the Yukon Government 
Heritage Branch. In 1991, a local placer 
miner leased the claims and mined for 
two months without a water licence. 
When he stopped work, a large settling 
pond and great heaps of gravel covered 
approximately 3.3 hectares of the site.

The fight to save the remainder 
of Tr’ochëk continued in the early 
1990s with a petition to the Canadian 
government by Yukon’s Member of 
Parliament on behalf of the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in and a court case against the 
claim owners launched by the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in themselves. Additionally, an 
inventory of the remains of the historic 
site was undertaken by the Dawson City 
Museum and the Yukon Government 
Heritage Branch in order to identify the 

historic and archaeological resources that 
were present. The Yukon Historical and 
Museums Association also sponsored a 
history of the site to document its cultural 
significance in both ancient and recent 
times. 

The battle ended in 1997, when 
the federal government agreed to buy 
out all outstanding mining claims for 
approximately $1 M. Commitments for 
federal and territorial site protection, as 
well as support for continued research, 
site management and interpretation, 
were made official as part of the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in Final Agreement.

TR’OCHËK HERITAGE SITE
 According to Chief Steve Taylor, 
“This is a huge victory for our people 
and for all Canadians who respect 
Aboriginal culture and history.… The 
[Tr’ochëk] Heritage Site will provide 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in a long awaited 
opportunity to preserve and share our 
history in the Klondike.”53

Since then, First Nations students 
have worked with archaeologists to learn 
more about the culture and activities 
of their distant ancestors, and families 
continue to use their fish camp at the 
south end of Tr’ochëk. The Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in have also invested resources 
into developing trails and infrastructure at 
the site intended to encourage visitation. 
In addition, there is considerable 
educational programming at the site 
offered through the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
Heritage Department, the Dänojà Zho 
Cultural Centre, and the Robert Service 
School, which is the only school in 
Dawson and teaches First Nation and 
newcomer children together from 
kindergarten to grade 12. The significance 
of Tr’ochëk was formally recognized when 
it was designated a National Historic 
Site on July 21, 2002. For the Tr’ondëk 
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Hwëch’in and Dawson City residents, it 
has become both a peaceful retreat where 
visitors can reflect on the ancient heritage 
of people who first occupied the site and 
a place for local youth to learn about 
traditional culture and activities.

Hän Fisheries Ltd. (1979 to 1997)
As part of the renewal of the Tr’ondëk 

Hwëch’in, Chief Isaac Incorporated was 
set up as the economic development arm 
of the First Nation. For over a decade, 
its most successful enterprise was the 
salmon-processing plant known as Hän 
Fisheries. Even as gold prices boomed, 
Yukon River salmon became known 
as a premium product, selling for good 
prices worldwide. This undertaking 
was originally launched in 1979 by the 
local Anglican minister and a few other 
partners. Their vision was to create jobs 
for Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in members by 
buying salmon from commercial fishers, 
then processing it in Dawson before 

shipping it to fish markets in the south. 
They bought an aluminum riverboat 
called Moosehide II to travel to fish camps 
along the river and purchase the catch.54 

The first years were rocky, with the 
business using improvised equipment 
and facilities. However, when it became 
evident that the salmon were in high 
demand, the Dawson Indian Band took 
over the venture. They encountered 
problems with obtaining grants and 
gaining the confidence of banks and 
local contractors. They also encountered 
a lack of support within the community 
during a time when racist attitudes were 
still prevalent. Nonetheless, Chief Percy 
Henry and his sole employee, Angie 
Joseph-Rear, persisted in developing the 
business. In 1982, the former band hall 
building was converted into a state-of-
the-art processing plant, capable of “blast 
freezing” more than 4500 kg of fish daily 
and storing up to 10 times more. Here 
the salmon were processed, packaged, 

Figure 2.69 Placer mining in the early 1990s left gravel heaps and settling ponds at Tr’ochëk which are still visible 
today
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and shipped to fish brokers in British 
Columbia and Washington State. When 
the plant prospered, Hän Fisheries bought 
a large refrigerated truck to travel to Forty 
Mile to collect the daily catch. This was 
an optimistic time and, as stated by the 
Chair of the Council for Yukon Indians, 
“For Dawson the fishery is like an early 
realization of the land claim dream.”55

For commercial fishers, it was a 
boon to be able to sell their catch locally 
at a good price. They organized as the 
Commercial Fishing Association and 
played an important role in dealing with 
Hän Fisheries to ensure the quality of 
the catch and obtain grants to purchase 
better equipment. Small subsistence 
fishers also benefited and were now 
making enough profit to employ summer 
workers. A profitable sideline for the 
plant was collecting and processing roe. 
In 1987, a Japanese caviar technician 
joined the seasonal staff and ensured, for 
many summers, that the highly prized 
chum salmon roe was carefully screened, 

brined, and dried to make caviar for the 
Japanese and American markets. But 
by the early 1990s, the fishery began 
to falter. The global price of salmon 
dropped, partly due to the introduction 
of fish farms in British Columbia. At 
the same time, fishers were noticing a 
drop in the chinook population, and the 
salmon caught in fish wheels and nets 
were suddenly much smaller in size. 
The federal Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans responded by imposing severe 
limits on the fishery. Hän Fisheries could 
no longer compete with fish plants in 
Alaska and British Columbia; after a 
few years of dwindling profits, it ceased 
operation in 1993. For a few years, 
the plant was leased to individuals and 
commercial fishers before closing its doors 
for good in 1997.

WORKING AT HÄN FISHERIES
 In 2015, Roberta Joseph recalled her 
experience working at Hän Fisheries:
 “…It was a start of a new fishery for 

Figure 2.70 The salmon processing line at Hän Fisheries, ca. 1983
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about 12 or 13 good years. And it 
provided a significant number of jobs 
… for Dawson Indian Band. Up to 15 
plant workers in the summertime, 
including the supervisor. And it 
was really good, because it was the 
newer generation … and it was great 
working, learning something new 
with the chinook salmon. And I think 
that made our community feel kind 
of proud to be able to be marketing 
a world class grade chinook salmon, 
because the grade of the chinook 
salmon in this area, as well as the 
chum salmon, were considered a high 
grade in the world salmon market.” 

(vii)  Tr’ondëk–Klondike Today

The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in
Despite having endured estrangement 

from much of their land, disease, 
and social issues arising from the era 
of residential schools, the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in First Nation has proven to 
be tremendously resilient. Today they 
proudly acknowledge and celebrate 
their language, culture, and history. The 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Final Agreement and 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Self-Government 
Agreement, constitutionally-protected 
documents signed in 1998, formally 
recognize the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in as a 
self-governing First Nation with its own 
lands and with the responsibility for the 
welfare of its people. The Yukon Umbrella 
Final Agreement was signed in 1993 
and both final agreements preserved 
the right of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in to 
be self-governing. In the summer of 
2016, the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in became 
the first Yukon First Nation to enact its 
own heritage legislation. Far from being 
a marginal population on the fringes of 
Dawson, the First Nation and its citizens 
are now a cultural force, Dawson’s largest 
employer, and a major participant in 

the life of the town. Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
citizen Jackie Olson summed it all up 
when she wrote in 2013: “We have lived 
for countless generations on this land 
and we intend to stay here. Ours is an 
ongoing story – to thrive and survive, 
adapt and innovate, and as Uncle Percy 
says, ‘Work hard and be patient.’”56

With hard work, vision, and creativity, 
the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in are documenting 
their heritage throughout their homeland 
and sharing their stories. The historic 
site of Forty Mile, Fort Cudahy and Fort 
Constantine is now co-owned and co-
managed by Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and 
the Yukon Government. The stories 
told at this site recognize both its First 
Nations and Gold Rush past as well as 
the intersection of the two cultures. 
Moosehide, long a home for the First 
Nation, hosts other programs such as 
the First Fish camp for youth. Every two 
years, the community welcomes other 
First Nations and visitors from all over 
the world to the Moosehide Gathering, 
a four-day celebration featuring 
performances, feasts, dancing, drumming, 
singing, arts, and crafts. Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in also hosts a mid-winter cultural 
festival at the Dänojà Zho Cultural Centre 
that attracts visitors from all over Yukon. 
In summer, Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in youth 
work on archaeological sites within the 
traditional territory, build infrastructure 
at Forty Mile / Ch’ëdähchëk kek’ìt and 
Moosehide, and clear trails at Tr’ochëk – 
all the while reconnecting with the stories 
of these special places and sharing them 
with others. 

Hän language classes and First 
Nations programming are an important 
part of the lesson plans at Robert Service 
School, which now grants credit to First 
Nation and newcomer children alike 
for the innovative land-based learning 
experiences known as First Hunt, Moose 
Hunt, First Fish, and First Trapper camps. 
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Figure 2.71 Chief Steve Taylor proudly displays the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Final Agreement and Self-Government 
Agreement at the official signing at Moosehide, 1998

Elders share stories in a natural setting 
at an outdoor classroom set up with a 
wall tent and a fire pit in the natural 
landscape. The Hän Singers feature up to 
three generations, now singing the songs 
that the community had cached with 
their Alaskan neighbours long ago.

Through its economic development 
arm, the First Nation has interests in a 
diversity of businesses including hotels, 
trucking services, building supplies, 
catering, and property management. 
They have partnered with other groups to 
deliver programs and services that benefit 
the community and increase tourism. 
Examples of these neighbourhood 
initiatives include the Dawson City 
Artists’ Market, the Palace Grand Theatre 
season, the Dawson City Marketing 
Strategy, and the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
Regional Economic Development Plan. 
The First Nation has reoccupied part of 
its traditional land at the mouth of the 
Klondike River with construction of the 

Tr’ondëk Subdivision, energy-efficient 
housing designed to deal with local 
conditions such as permafrost and to 
conform to Dawson’s historical housing 
bylaws. Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in is a partner in 
the Yukon School of Visual Arts, a joint 
venture managed by the Dawson City Art 
Society, Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, and Yukon 
College. The school’s foundation year 
program is the equivalent of the first year 
of a Bachelor of Arts program.

The Umbrella Final Agreement, signed 
in 1993, specified the collaboration of 
three levels of government – federal, 
territorial, and First Nations – on areas 
of mutual concern, such as heritage, 
education, social programs, and natural 
resources and laid out the content for 
the specific Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Final 
Agreement. The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
participate equally in the management 
of lands, resources, and activities within 
their traditional territory. While this has 
led to new levels of consultation and 
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partnerships in many areas, three are 
of particular interest to this story – the 
salmon fishery, contemporary mining, 
and culture and tourism. 

Salmon Fishery
After the closure of Hän Fisheries in 

1993, the Yukon River chinook salmon 
run continued to decline until the 
average run between 1999 and 2000 
was around 200 000 salmon. Over the 
next seven years, this figure plummeted 
to approximately 135 000 fish per 
year, despite the fact that the Canadian 
chinook salmon fishery had been closed 
to all but First Nation subsistence fishers. 
Although there is no single cause for 
this decline, it is likely due to various 
human and environmental factors. The 
Federal Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans (DFO) is responsible for salmon 
in Yukon rivers. However, management 
of the salmon fishery is overseen by 
many different jurisdictions and involves 
international agreements between Canada 
and the U.S. as well as recognition of 
individual land claims. Additionally, 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in has its own Fish 
and Wildlife Branch with a mandate 
to protect, preserve, and enhance the 
fish and wildlife resources and habitat 
within the traditional territory. Their local 
knowledge, along with information and 
counsel from First Nation elders, provides 
valuable support to the many regulating 
bodies.

At their Annual General Assembly 
in 2014, and based on their traditional 
knowledge of the fish, the people of 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in took the lead in 
conservation efforts and voted in favour 
of a mandatory closure of the chinook 
fishery to all citizens for a period of seven 
to eight years, or one life cycle of these 
migratory salmon. For a people who 
have traditionally derived much of their 
identity from the chinook salmon fishery, 

this has been challenging. However, 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in are retaining their 
cultural connection to the salmon fishery 
by harvesting chum salmon instead of 
chinook salmon, because the stocks of this 
species are plentiful. As chum salmon has 
long been considered an inferior fish best 
suited for dog food, Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
have adapted their processing methods 
and modified the way the fish is prepared 
to make it tastier. Chum salmon has also 
replaced chinook salmon at the annual 
First Fish camps where young people 
learn how to catch, process, preserve, and 
prepare salmon. Nets and fish wheels are 
still used for catching chum, and so these 
techniques and skills are still taught to 
the youth. Stories are still shared about 
treating the salmon with respect. In this 
way, Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in elders continue 
to pass on their traditional knowledge, 
the camaraderie of the fishing camps 
is renewed, and the salmon harvest is 
celebrated.

 
 FISHING – BECOMING PART OF 
THE ENVIRONMENT
 Local fisher David Curtis described 
his fishing activity as more than an 
economic experience: 
 “… When you harvest things from 
your environment and then eat them, 
you’re integrating yourself in that 
ecosystem.… I think that’s the thing 
that’s maybe at the heart of when 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in talk about their 
relationship to the land, it’s spiritual 
and it’s about survival, but it’s also 
that you become an integral part of 
that environment and everything  
is based then on your relationship  
to it.”57

Roberta Joseph, Chief of the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, is optimistic that 
her First Nation will be prepared when 
the chinook salmon return. She spoke 
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of this in 2015: “I think that there’s 
a big feeling of being hopeful for the 
future; that our sacrifice today will 
provide for an increased population in 
the next salmon cycle.”58 All the while, 
community members continue to share 
their knowledge of salmon fishing and 
the river that supports it as an intrinsic 
expression of their cultural identity. 
Boat travel down the river is filled with 
stories of the families associated with each 
fishing site and the names of the creeks 
alongside them. Traditional knowledge 
about the location of the best eddies for 
catching fish is discussed and the history 
of fishing techniques told to the youth. In 
this way, the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in continue 
to live their culture and heritage, passing 
on their pride in who they are as they 
wait for the salmon to return.

Contemporary Mining:  
1973 to Today

Modern Gold Rush
The price of gold began to rise in 

1967, and by 1974 it had increased 
from US$35 dollars an ounce to nearly 
US$160. The price continued to rise 
until 1980, when it peaked at US$850 an 
ounce. Once again, gold mining was good 
business, which led to another frenzied 
staking and mining boom. By 1982, gold 
production had increased exponentially. 
Modern miners combined traditional 
methods with technological innovations 
that made it economically feasible for 
them to revisit former diggings and mine 
the tailings for the finer gold. Hydraulic 
monitors continued to be used to remove 
overburden and expose the underlying 
gold-bearing gravels. All operations 
continued to employ some system of 
sluicing to separate the placer gold from 
the gravels. Caterpillar tractors were first 
used in the 1940s and proved efficient for 
moving gravel, as were loaders, backhoes, 

and other earth-moving equipment. 
Some of this machinery exceeded the 
capacity of the dredges, moving as much 
as one million cubic metres of material in 
a season. Many operations improvised by 
using a combination of heavy equipment, 
parts of old dredges, draglines, and even 
underground mining, which involved 
blasting the frozen ground before 
excavating it. 

RICH GROUND
 Sheamus Christie recalled an 
especially successful season working 
for Torfinn Djukastein on the 
Midnight Dome:
 “That was some pretty rich ground up 
there on the Dome. He was hauling 
all of the pay dirt down to the bottom 
of the hill and he was sluicing into the 
dredge pond. I remember clean-ups, 
the whole box was just yellow. It was 
a long time to do a clean-up and I just 
remember it being yellow from top 
to bottom. I had never seen anything 
like that. It was just phenomenally 
rich.”59

Some mining strategies worked 
better than others, and many of the new 
ventures were short-lived, particularly 
when the price of gold dropped in the 
mid-1980s. The survivors economized 
and sought effective ways to improve 
their mining techniques, many of which 
are still in use today. The “Ross Box” 
was a triple-run sluice box introduced 
in the early 1980s. By pre-screening – 
separating larger material and breaking 
up clay clumps – miners were able to 
greatly improve their gold recovery. 
Careful recycling lessened the amount of 
water required, and economizing on fuel 
reduced a major cost. A new rod mill with 
steel rods set in a cylindrical container 
proved to recover 99 percent of the gold. 
Conveyors improved processing capacity 
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and reduced frequent moves of the 
screening plant. The successful modern 
mine has become a much more scientific 
endeavour, making use of systematic 
drill testing, geophysics, scientific testing 
of new equipment, and careful advance 
planning. In 2011, the price of gold 
rebounded to a high of US$1,950, and in 
2016 it was still above US$1000. Today, 
the Klondike goldfields are home to 
an active placer mining community as 
well as an international viewing public 
attracted to the frontier gold-mining 
adventure presented in two reality TV 
shows, Yukon Gold and Gold Rush, both 
filmed onsite.

The Mining Landscape Reshaped
Characterized by large-scale 

investment, tremendous technological 
advances, the introduction of industrial 
machinery, and expansive infrastructure 
projects, mining in the Klondike 
goldfields since the beginning of the 
twentieth century has left a significant 
imprint on the landscape. Dredges, 

hydraulic operations, roads, power 
plants, flumes, and ditches continued 
to rearrange the land on a scale 
unimaginable at the outset of the Gold 
Rush. The demand for firewood had 
long since stripped local forests, and 
immense log rafts were floated to Dawson 
from wood camps far upriver. Dredging 
destroyed the salmon habitat in the 
Klondike valley (but not in the Yukon 
River, where salmon fishing remains 
viable) and shifted the watercourse of 
the Klondike River from one side of the 
valley to the other. Dredge tailings snaked 
across the Klondike valley, resembling 
long, twisting ropes of gravel. Creek beds 
were reshaped by dredges, which created 
their own ponds while dumping their 
tailings in behind.

The move away from individual 
claims to concessions also signalled a 
shift from Gold Rush-era settlements 
to centralized compounds designed to 
support the needs of industrial-scale 
mining. Hundreds of individual claims 
had been grouped and taken over by 

Figure 2.72 An excavator digs through gravel to reach the pay zone above bedrock on Gold Hill, 2016 
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large corporations able to invest in 
large-scale mining. Most of the goldfield 
communities were much reduced or even 
abandoned, now replaced by temporary 
camps set up to service the dredges. 
Guggieville, at the mouth of Bonanza 
Creek, was a large maintenance complex 
servicing the Yukon Gold Company 
dredges. The Canadian Klondyke Mining 
Company set up its headquarters at 
the mouth of Bear Creek, the locale of 
its steam plant. Both camps evolved as 
needed or, in the case of Guggieville, gave 
way to oncoming dredges.

The figure of the hardy, self-sufficient, 
independent miner of the Klondike 
goldfields occupies a special place in the 
mining heritage of Yukon. To honour 
these pioneering prospectors, in 1911 
the Territorial Commissioner decreed 
August 17, the date that the original 
discovery claim was staked in 1896, to 
be a territorial holiday called Discovery 
Day. The international gold rush triggered 
by these early prospectors was also the 
reason for the founding of Dawson City 
and the creation of the Yukon Territory. 
The Yukon Territory Act of 1898 was 
a direct result of the Klondike Gold 
Rush and served to establish Canadian 
sovereignty in the region.

Placer Mining Today
Today’s placer miner operates in 

a vastly different environment from 
that of the height of the Klondike 
Gold Rush. Since 1906, the Yukon 
Placer Mining Act has been the basis for 
regulating the placer mining industry. 
Initially, this legislation focused on 
facilitating mining and the rights of claim 
owners; however over time, attention 
shifted to an increased concern for 
environmental damage and the rights 
of those not directly connected to the 
placer mining industry. In 1972, the 
Act was amended to ensure protection 
for burial sites, national parks, and 

designated historic sites. Since then, a 
range of legislation has been introduced 
to clarify the responsibilities of placer 
mining operations by specifying standards 
for settling ponds to reduce stream 
sediment and by imposing restrictions on 
the alteration of fish habitat. However, 
multiple inspections and monitoring 
activities associated with these changes 
increased operating costs, prompting 
miners to lobby for an integrated review 
procedure that would deal with all 
legislative conditions through a single 
process. The Yukon Water Board, a quasi-
judicial body that issues water licences, 
became this forum. Other legislation in 
effect today includes the Mining Land Use 
Regulations (1998) to establish standards 
for land reclamation and other activities, 
Workers Compensation legislation that 
regulates working conditions, and the 
Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic 
Assessment Act (2005) that handles all 
placer mining proposals. 

Modern miners are now required 
to be sensitive to health and safety 
guidelines, the nearby community, the 
environment, and constant regulatory 
change. In addition, they need to be 
aware of technological innovations 
that can increase their gold yields. The 
Klondike Placer Miners’ Association 
was formed in 1974 with 56 members 
to promote and protect the interests of 
the placer mining industry. Today, the 
organization includes over 100 family-
operated businesses, most employing 
between 2 and 30 workers. In addition 
to promoting sustainable and responsible 
placer mining and placer exploration, 
best practices in the industry, and 
training opportunities for its members, 
the Klondike Placer Miners’ Association 
undertakes research and consultations 
and partnering with First Nations.

Land-claim settlements have given 
First Nations more of a voice regarding 
activities within their traditional 
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territories. Some Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
citizens also manage or operate their own 
mines, while others take up employment 
in the goldfields. Recently, Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in Chief Roberta Joseph addressed 
the Klondike Placer Miners’ Association 
regarding the relationship between the 
mining industry and First Nations: “... 
Over time we’ve learned to participate in 
the industry while remaining true to our 
core values. We have forged partnerships 
with responsible mining companies that 
yield business opportunities and support 
for our culture and educational activities, 
while ensuring our environmental 
concerns are addressed.”60 The focus on 
rehabilitating the landscape, both during 
and after gold mining activity, has led 
to new industry practices. Topsoil is 
stockpiled for reprofiling valley bottoms 
and stream beds, stream channels are 
stabilized to reduce erosion, and ponds 
and waterways are built to encourage 
waterfowl and moose habitat. The 
Robert E. Leckie Award for Excellence in 
environmental stewardship – awarded by 
the Yukon Chamber of Mines, Klondike 
Placer Miners’ Association, and the Yukon 
Government – is named for a mining 
inspector from Mayo who was recognized 
for his innovation in promoting 
reclamation, research, and cooperation, 
thereby benefiting both industry and 
government.61 

Today’s placer miners make it 
abundantly clear that what they do 
is far more than a job or the lust for 
gold – it is their way of life. In recent 
interviews, placer miners unanimously 
agreed that, despite the many hardships 
and challenges involved in their chosen 
profession, they were hooked on the 
country, the work, and the placer mining 
lifestyle and were proud of their role 
in continuing history. Allan McGregor 
recalled his mining experience: “It was a 
sense of freedom, a sense of frontiership. 

I don’t know, there is something in the 
spirit of Yukon that just gets ahold of 
you. I wish there were adequate words 
to describe it, but I think that people 
who have been there understand.” And 
Gordon Guttrah expressed his awareness 
of being part of a continuing tradition: “It 
is a wonderful experience to be following 
in the footsteps of those early prospectors 
who worked so hard and took great risks 
to search for personal independence and 
fortune. Their efforts are the foundation 
of Yukon and their contribution to 
Canada is an important part of the 
development of this country.”62

Small-scale placer mines continue 
to thrive despite the considerable risks 
of large operating capital, a short and 
uncertain mining season, and inconsistent 
access to water. Some operations have 
been worked by two or three generations 
of the same family extending back to the 
early days in the goldfields. Parents pass 
on the knowledge required for successful 
placer mining, such as an understanding 
of the minerals, mining techniques, and 
the need for adaptation and innovation as 
well as the traditions and values of hard 
work, self-reliance, and improvisation. 
Great improvements in transportation, 
communications, and equipment have 
eased the burden on the miner, but most 
placer miners still have to deal with long 
hours, hard work, and physical isolation 
in remote areas. However, there is a 
strong sense that today’s placer miners 
relish their independence, are proud of 
their capacity to deal with challenges, and 
share a strong connection to their mining 
history, the land, and the work.

Culture and Tourism
Culture and tourism have become 

mainstays of the economy and of the 
identity of Tr’ondëk–Klondike. Dawson 
City and the goldfields attract over 37 
000 visitors per year. People come to 
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experience the living legacy of the Gold 
Rush and its aftermath by touring the 
numerous historic sites in the region. 
For example, the historic Ridge Road is 
now maintained as a hiking trail with 
campgrounds and interpretive signage. 
Many also come to partake in the lively 
cultural scene, which includes a wide 
range of artistic events and community 
gatherings throughout the calendar 
year. Another major draw is Indigenous 
culture, which can be experienced at 
the Dänojà Zho Cultural Centre on the 
Dawson City waterfront, the biennial 
traditional gathering at Moosehide, 
Tr’ochëk, Forty Mile, and many other 
places, venues, and events across the 
region. Also of interest to many visitors 
are the extensive opportunities for 
outdoor activities, two of the most 
popular of which are canoeing and 
boating on the Yukon River, whose 
natural and cultural heritage make for a 
rich and rewarding voyage. 

The solitary placer miner with his gold 
pan remains a potent Yukon symbol and 
is fittingly honoured with a bronze statue 
on the Dawson waterfront. In 1989, 
an attempt to remove the gold panner 
graphic from Yukon vehicle licence 
plates led to such an uproar that it was 
quickly restored. The Discovery Claim on 
Bonanza Creek has been commemorated 
as a National Historic Site. A short 
walking trail and exhibit introduce 
visitors to the transition from First 
Nation land to early prospecting, and the 
move from hand mining to the massive 
dredges of the corporate era. Farther 
down the Bonanza Creek road rests 
Dredge No. 4, also a National Historic 
Site, which has undergone a quarter 
century of restoration and conservation 
under the stewardship of Parks Canada. 
Nearby Historic Sites and Monuments 
Board plaques commemorate both the 
dredge and its first owner, Joe Boyle. 

The Bear Creek Compound continues 
to be an important Parks Canada asset 
representing the corporate mining era. 
Parks Canada has invested heavily in 
these resources. In 2015,  
$13.7 M in capital infrastructure funding 
was invested in stabilizing Klondike 
National Historic Sites structures in 
Dawson and Bear Creek. In 2016, 
additional funds were announced for sites 
such as the Former Territorial Courthouse  
($3.9 M) and Dredge No. 4 ($3.2 M),  
to be completed in 2020.

The significance of the Dawson area 
is well interpreted by its many designated 
historic sites. All over Dawson are 
reminders of the town’s heyday, with 
several commemorative plaques marking 
Gold Rush-era structures. Following 
passage of the Territorial Historic Resources 
Act in 2002, Dawson City passed a 
Heritage bylaw in 2009 replacing the 
bylaw passed in the early 1980s that 
had established a historic control zone 
in the downtown commercial area. Now 
the town is able to formally designate 
and protect municipal historic sites (see 
Chapter 5.b.[i]). Development within 
the townsite is guided by the Dawson 
Heritage Management Plan, which 
ensures that the historic streetscapes 
and heritage properties maintain their 
heritage values. To date, there are five 
municipal historic sites: the Dredge 
Tailings reserve, Minto Park, the Arctic 
Brotherhood Hall, the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce, and the Paul Denhardt cabin. 
There are two territorial historic sites: the 
Yukon Sawmill Company Office and the 
Dawson City Telegraph Office.

In addition to these municipal 
and territorial designations is the 
Dawson Historical Complex National 
Historic Site. This includes many of the 
Edwardian buildings designed by Thomas 
Fuller Jr. in the Government Reserve 
heritage-character area of Dawson 
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City. The buildings are commemorated 
for their architectural and historical 
significance, but they also contribute 
to the contemporary cultural life of 
the community. The Old Territorial 
Administration Building is now the 
home of the Dawson City Museum, 
whose artifacts from the Gold Rush 
include locomotives of the Klondike 
Mines Railway. The lawn of the 
Commissioner’s Residence is the site of 
the Commissioner’s Tea, a free event open 
to the public every summer, and Minto 
Park is the site of the Festival Main Stage 
of the annual Dawson City Music Festival, 
also known as “Canada’s tiny, perfect 
festival.”

More subtly, the town’s heritage 
character is evidenced by dusty streets, 
the distinctive sound of boots thudding 
on wooden boardwalks, the turn-of-
the-century boomtown architecture, 
the classically inspired architecture of 

the public buildings, the streetscapes, 
the wooden buildings, and the dramatic 
backdrop of Moosehide Slide. This is 
no ghost town, however. Besides being 
a supply centre for the regional mines, 
Dawson City today is a vibrant mecca of 
music, fine art, film, and literary arts all 
celebrated by various annual festivals. 

Visitors from all over the world come 
to the former homes of two authors 
who fired the world’s imagination with 
tales of the Klondike: Jack London and 
Robert Service. Pierre Berton, who grew 
up just down the street, brought the 
Klondike Gold Rush to life for a more 
recent audience with his 1958 bestseller, 
Klondike: The Last Great Gold Rush, a book 
that has undergone numerous printings. 
These three writers have inspired 
thousands of people to undertake their 
own Yukon adventure by paddling down 
the Yukon River bound for Dawson City 
and the Klondike goldfields. The names 

Figure 2.73 The Dawson City Music Festival mainstage at Minto Park Historic Site



Chapter 2: Description          97

“Klondike” and “Yukon” and their many 
associations continue to figure large in 
popular culture, inspiring everything 
from place names to books, films, and 
television programs. 

Dawson City no longer relies solely 
on its golden days’ image, however. The 
Dänojà Zho Cultural Centre atop the dike 
at the south end of town is a dramatic 
structure that is an essential part of the 
community. Year-round programs include 
exhibitions of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in artifacts 
and cultural materials, touring exhibits, 
a variety of cultural events, films, 
presentations, and live performances 
that attract the entire community. It 
hosts gatherings of elders and youth with 
educational programs for all ages from 
pre-schoolers to college level. The centre 
has been key in developing community 
pride. By purchasing locally made art 
for the gift shop, the centre supports 
economic well-being. Young workers 
acquire important life and job skills as 
well as learning about their heritage. 

The centre has more than fulfilled 
its mandate of becoming a gateway to 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in traditional territory 
and culture. Dedicated staff delivering 
innovative programs have enlightened 
and entertained thousands of national 
and international visitors. The windows 
of the cultural centre frame a spectacular 
view of the Yukon River and Moosehide, 

the former home of the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in. By making a connection 
between the land and the people, 
between the past and future, the building 
symbolizes the heritage and dreams of the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in.63

For nearly two decades, the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in have been formally recognized 
as a self-governing First Nation and a 
major contributor to the economy and 
culture of Dawson City and the Klondike 
goldfields. When Tr’ochëk was designated 
a national historic site in 2002, the focus 
was on the Hän people and the value 
they placed on the landscape as reflected 
in their language, place names, oral 
histories, and continued connection to 
the site.64

Dawson City and the Klondike area 
continue to thrive on a combination 
of old and new economies, with placer 
mining and tourism continuing to be the 
key industries. After several decades of 
promoting its frontier Gold Rush past, this 
unique region is now successfully sharing 
older stories and enriching the Klondike’s 
heritage by several thousand years of 
human activity. First Nations’ heritage is 
now being interwoven with Gold Rush 
and modern history to form a deeper 
and richer mosaic of Tr’ondëk–Klondike 
culture, all elements firmly rooted in a 
strong sense of place and interlinking 
stories.
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Figure 3.1 (Cover) Salmon is still dried today using traditional methods
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3.1.a. Brief Synthesis
Centred on the Yukon and Klondike 

rivers in northwestern Canada, 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike is an exceptional 
living cultural landscape that reflects 
the enduring coexistence of Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in and newcomer populations, 
which were brought and bound 
together by the Klondike Gold Rush. 
A quintessential gold rush landscape, 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike reflects the sudden 
arrival of non-Indigenous people to the 
homeland of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in in 
the pursuit of placer gold, disrupting 
the Indigenous people’s way of life 
within their traditional territory. Since 
the Gold Rush, the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
have overcome the disruption to their 

way of life, sustaining their traditional 
relationship with the land alongside 
active placer gold mining, both of which 
have defined and continue to define the 
nominated property. Tr’ondëk–Klondike 
bears testimony to the long-lasting 
impact of an iconic nineteenth-century 
gold rush and to the fundamentally 
different relationships with the land of 
the Indigenous people and the miners 
that continue to shape the cultural 
landscape today. Tr’ondëk–Klondike is 
also strongly associated with frontier 
culture – a historically colonial construct 
evocatively portrayed in representations 
of the Gold Rush and in the settlement 
pattern of Dawson City. Today, it remains 
emblematic of the spirit of adventure that 
first drew people to the goldfields, but is 

3.  Justification for  
Inscription

Figure 3.2  View of Dawson City, Tr’ochëk and the Yukon River from the Moosehide Trail lookout
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redefined by the century-long coexistence 
of newcomers and Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
in the shared cultural landscape of 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike.

The discovery of gold in 1896 at 
Bonanza Creek, a tributary of the 
Klondike River in what is now Canada’s 
Yukon Territory, triggered a rush of 
tens of thousands of stampeders to 
the land inhabited for millennia by 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in (descendants of the 
Hän-speaking people or “People of the 
River”). This event provoked a collision 
of cultural realities that transformed the 
physical landscape and forever changed 
the lives of the Indigenous people and 
newcomers alike. The cultural landscape 
that resulted continues to be shaped by 
the coexistence of the Indigenous and 
newcomer populations and, respectively, 
their primary land-based activities of 
fishing and mining.

The sustained relationship of Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in to the land is evident in the 
archaeological and historical record, 
past and present settlements, a rich oral 
history, and ongoing traditional activities 
including salmon fishing. The cultural 
landscape expresses the direct and 
enduring impact of the Klondike Gold 
Rush on this Indigenous people, including 
the adaptation of their way of life and the 
perpetuation of their culture in the face of 
profound physical and cultural disruption 
initiated by the Gold Rush. Today, cultural 
renewal and the self-governing authority 
of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in are expressed in 
traditions and knowledge being passed 
on to new generations; active fishing 
camps along the Yukon River; residential, 
administrative, and cultural buildings in 
Dawson City; and management authority 
of cultural heritage sites and traditional 
places such as Forty Mile, Tr’ochëk, and 
Moosehide.

The extensive placer mining tradition 
dating from the Klondike Gold Rush to 

the present day is evident throughout 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike. The claim system of 
distributing parcels of land to prospectors 
who arrived during the Gold Rush is 
still in use today. Some of the original 
claims remain current, while new claims 
are staked every year. The nominated 
property today reveals historic cabins 
and equipment associated with early 
placer mining; dredges and tailings that 
have transformed the topography of the 
landscape, creating dramatic patterns 
visible from many vantage points; 
building compounds and infrastructure 
associated with the advent of industrial 
mining in the decades following the Gold 
Rush; and active, contemporary mining 
operations that use modern equipment 
to process the gold-rich gravels. Taken 
as an ensemble, the goldfields offer a 
compelling representation of how placer 
mining has transformed Tr’ondëk–
Klondike over time. The impact of placer 
mining on the cultural landscape extends 
beyond the goldfields to encompass 
Dawson City, which has been the 
administrative hub of the region since 
the Gold Rush days, and Forty Mile, the 
first town and government presence in 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike.

Within Tr’ondëk–Klondike, 
the dramatic but harsh northern 
environment, vibrant Indigenous culture, 
and lure of both adventure and gold have 
combined to create an enduring sense 
of place. This is represented in literature 
and other forms of art, embodied in the 
eclectic and socially mixed vernacular 
architecture and building stock of Dawson 
City, and captured in the rugged mining 
camps (past and present) of the goldfields. 
The cultural landscape is also defined by 
a living and evolving Indigenous culture, 
which is found in the stories, traditional 
activities, and celebrations of the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in.
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3.1.b.  Criteria Under 
Which Inscription 
is Proposed (and 
Justification for 
Inscription Under 
These Criteria)

Canada wishes Tr’ondëk–Klondike to 
be considered a cultural landscape and 
proposes inscription under criteria (iv) 
and (vi).

Criterion (iv): to be an outstanding 
example of a type of landscape which illustrates 
(a) significant stage(s) in human history

Tr’ondëk–Klondike is an outstanding 
example of an evolving gold rush 
landscape that illustrates the iconic gold 
rushes of the nineteenth century, which 
were a significant stage in human history. 
It offers a superlative representation 
of an Indigenous people’s continuing 
relationship with their lands, which was 
maintained despite the impacts of the 
Gold Rush. It also offers an intact mining 
landscape that reveals the magnitude of 
the event and the ongoing evolution of 
placer gold mining. Although short lived, 
the Klondike Gold Rush transformed the 
traditional lands of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
and initiated over a century of intensive 
interaction between Indigenous and 
newcomer communities. Tr’ondëk–
Klondike is exceptional for being a 
complete gold rush landscape in which 
the formative activities of placer gold 
mining and Indigenous cultural traditions 
and practices remain at the core of the 
property’s identity and continue to shape 
and reshape the landscape today.

A Nineteenth Century Gold Rush 
Landscape

The gold rushes of the nineteenth 
century that took place in the Americas, 
Oceania, and Southern Africa constitute 

a significant stage in human history, 
because they reflect the sudden mass 
movement of people from around the 
globe to “new” territories that offered the 
promise of individual wealth in the form 
of gold. These gold rushes led to colonial 
encounters between Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous peoples that permanently 
transformed the landscapes, societies, 
and economies of these areas. Tr’ondëk–
Klondike is a superlative example of a 
gold rush landscape that compellingly 
and comprehensively illustrates the 
enduring impact of the sudden arrival 
and settlement of tens of thousands of 
non-Indigenous stampeders and their 
intense and frenzied search for gold in an 
already inhabited Indigenous territory. 
The nominated property is exceptional 
in its illustration of the adaptation of 
the Indigenous people to the impact of 
the Gold Rush through the continuity of 
their relationship with the land, and in 
its illustration of continuous placer gold 
mining activity.

The nominated property convincingly 
demonstrates the collision, adaptation, 
and coexistence of two very distinct 
cultural realities sharing a common 
physical landscape as a result of the 
Klondike Gold Rush. Fishing camps, 
gathering spaces, seasonal settlements, 
and traditional harvest areas were 
appropriated by the newcomers to 
establish administrative, housing, and 
mining infrastructure. In response to 
these pressures and in order to continue 
the relationship with the land that 
had defined and sustained them for 
millennia, Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, a semi-
nomadic people, shifted and adapted 
their harvesting activities and settlement 
patterns within their traditional 
territory. This allowed them to maintain 
their relationship with the land and 
river amidst the cultural and physical 
upheaval of the Gold Rush and its 
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aftermath. This is evident at Moosehide, 
at fishing camps along the Yukon River, 
in the management of Tr’ochëk and 
co-management of Forty Mile, and in 
Dawson City. It is also evident in the 
contemporary practice of Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in traditional activities, in 
archaeological and historical records, and 
in oral tradition. 

Newcomers arriving in the area 
during the Gold Rush were faced with 
the struggle of having to adapt to the 
demanding conditions of the remote 
subarctic environment and compete with 
thousands of like-minded individuals who 
had arrived in search of gold. The activity 
surrounding the Gold Rush included not 
only an urgency to stake claims, but also 
a concentration of mining activities and 
construction of mining infrastructure in 
the crowded confines of the goldfields. 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike is a complete and 
full representation of a mining landscape 
that bears evidence of the intensity of 
the Klondike Gold Rush as well as the 
ongoing evolution of placer gold mining 
in the area from the days of the Gold 
Rush to the present. Remains of mining 
infrastructure, dramatic changes to the 
natural landscape including tailings and 
cuts, the thriving gold rush settlement of 
Dawson City, and active placer mining in 
the area are comprehensive and intact. 
Collectively, they confirm Tr’ondëk–
Klondike as an exceptional evolving gold 
rush landscape.

Today, Tr’ondëk–Klondike is a thriving 
landscape in which relic and evolving 
elements of the enduring impact of the 
Klondike Gold Rush remain legible, and 
traditional Indigenous activities continue 
alongside contemporary placer mining. 
Both communities live and work side by 
side in Dawson City, which has been an 
administrative centre and meeting place 
for over 100 years. Seminal moments 
in the twentieth century affirm the 

relationship of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in with 
the landscape. These include the right to 
self-govern, manage traditional territory, 
and manage and co-manage tangible 
evidence and intangible values associated 
with significant cultural heritage sites 
(such as Tr’ochëk and Forty Mile). From 
a mining standpoint, the management of 
intangible values of the mining landscape 
is demonstrated and perpetuated by 
governance and administrative systems 
that have their origins during the Gold 
Rush period. Tr’ondëk–Klondike is home 
to both Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and placer 
gold miners. Their interrelationships with 
the land continue to shape the evolving 
cultural landscape.

Criterion (vi): to be directly or tangibly 
associated with events or living traditions, with 
ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic and literary 
works of outstanding universal significance 

Tr’ondëk–Klondike is iconic in its 
direct and tangible association with 
frontier culture. An idea developed and 
perpetuated by newcomers, frontier 
culture is strongly associated with colonial 
ambitions of territorial expansion and 
resources extraction underlain by a 
racist worldview. Frontier culture is also 
associated with cross-cultural exchange 
between Indigenous peoples and 
newcomers as well as rich material and 
intangible forms of cultural expression. 
In Tr’ondëk–Klondike, the expression of 
frontier culture has evolved to describe a 
space where Indigenous culture thrives 
and interacts with newcomer culture 
that is heavily influenced by the spirit 
of adventure and self-reliance that 
characterized the Gold Rush. Frontier 
culture is most fully and powerfully 
expressed in the architecture and 
settlement patterns of Dawson City, 
its continued use by placer miners and 
Indigenous people, and in the evocative 
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representation of the Klondike Gold 
Rush in over a century of literature and 
other forms of art. It is also profoundly 
expressed in the enduring presence and 
strength of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, which 
is demonstrated through archaeological 
sites, settlement patterns, harvesting 
practices, self-governance, and living oral 
traditions. Tr’ondëk–Klondike constitutes 
a superlative example of the evolving 
phenomenon of frontier culture that 
is embodied in the physical landscape 
and the ways in which this landscape is 
inhabited and represented. 

Frontier Culture
Tr’ondëk–Klondike is an exceptional 

living example of frontier culture 
exemplified in part by the architecture 
and settlement pattern of Dawson City. 
As one of the most evocative symbols 
of the Gold Rush and its aftermath, 
Dawson City has a powerful spirit of place 
conveyed through its gridiron plan, its 
gravel streets and wooden boardwalks, 
its false-front commercial architecture, 
its wood construction, and its more 
formal administrative buildings. As the 
vibrant meeting place of Indigenous 
and newcomer cultures, Dawson City 
has long been an expression of frontier 
culture shaped as much by the extreme 
climate, geography, and perceived 
remoteness of the location as by the 
early presence of government to enforce 
order and the longstanding interaction 
between placer mining and Indigenous 
communities. Frontier culture is also 
exemplified in the many tangible and 
intangible elements of the Tr’ondëk–
Klondike cultural landscape, including 
the sense of place, historical events, 
physical setting, settlements, vernacular 
architecture, and mining infrastructure 
that have inspired photographers, poets, 
authors, and filmmakers to represent 
the Klondike Gold Rush experience for 
over a century. So rich and evocative are 

the representations of the nominated 
property and its history that it now 
occupies a prominent place in the 
narrative of North American settlement 
and frontier culture.

A Living Indigenous Culture
Tr’ondëk–Klondike is tangibly 

associated with the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
experience of frontier culture. The arrival 
of the stampeders brought degradation 
of the natural environment from gold-
mining activities, a loss of autonomy 
and freedom of movement in their 
traditional territory, and an incalculable 
threat to their way of life. Evidence of 
interaction between Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
and the newcomers is recorded in 
written accounts and oral records, which 
make it possible to appreciate not only 
the interactions but also how Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in experienced the dramatic 
change to their homeland. Songs, stories, 
and traditions play a fundamental role 
in how Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in continue 
to connect with their land and learn 
from the responses of their ancestors to 
formidable change. Gatherings, events, 
and other cultural practices evoke 
these intangible elements in places of 
importance for Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in. 
This cultural continuity is evidenced by 
ongoing traditional activities that include 
relying on the river for salmon fishing 
and transportation, the continuing use 
of settlements such as Moosehide, the 
co-management of significant cultural 
heritage sites, and self-governing 
authority over their lands. The imprint 
left on the cultural landscape reflects 
both newcomer and Indigenous ways of 
life. The sustained and active presence of 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in in Tr’ondëk–Klondike 
means they continue to challenge past 
and re-invent contemporary notions of 
frontier culture.
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3.1.c. Statement of Integrity 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike exhibits a 

high level of integrity. It possesses all 
the features necessary to express its 
Outstanding Universal Value, including 
historical and contemporary settlements, 
camp structures, infrastructure, artifacts, 
landforms, and natural elements that 
reflect continuing Indigenous inhabitation 
of the land and ongoing placer gold 
mining. It is of adequate size to ensure the 
complete representation of features and 
processes that constitute its Outstanding 
Universal Value. The boundaries of the 
site encompass 38 251.26 hectares of 
lands and waters within the central 
region of the Yukon, including a stretch 
of the Yukon River valley at the heart of 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in traditional territory, 
the Klondike goldfields, and the historic 
settlements of Moosehide, Tr’ochëk, 
Dawson City, and Forty Mile. Robust 
administrative and regulatory structures, 
combined with the local cultural and 
economic context, uphold the values of 
the region’s unique heritage. Because of 
this, the nominated property suffers no 
adverse effects of development or neglect. 
Its integrity lies in the continuing role 
of Indigenous cultural traditions and 
practices, and placer mining, in shaping 
the physical and cultural identity of the 
region. 

The property includes all 
elements necessary to express 
its Outstanding Universal Value 

Tr’ondëk–Klondike possesses all 
the elements necessary to express 
its Outstanding Universal Value as a 
cultural landscape that embodies the 
enduring impact of a nineteenth-century 
gold rush. Its Outstanding Universal 
Value is expressed through the physical 
modification of the landscape, ongoing 
placer mining activities, a sustained 
Indigenous relationship with the land, 
and its evocation of frontier culture. The 
sustained coexistence, interaction, and 
contiguous presence of elements of the 
mining activities and the Indigenous 
relationship with the land demonstrate 
the integrity of the landscape and the full 
legacy of the Gold Rush. Additionally, 
the integrity of the cultural landscape as 
iconic of frontier culture is demonstrated 
through its artistic portrayal, its natural 
setting, the presence of structures and 
infrastructure associated with the Gold 
Rush, the architecture and grid pattern of 
Dawson City, and the thriving Indigenous 
culture.

Klondike Gold Rush and Placer 
Mining

Tr’ondëk–Klondike possesses all 
the elements necessary to illustrate the 
different phases of placer gold mining 
from the Gold Rush era to the present 
day. These include tangible evidence of 
the processes tied to mining, transporting, 
administering, and processing gold. 
Archaeological and historical remains 
of miner cabins, settlements, landforms, 
infrastructure, machinery and tailings 
illustrate mining activities along the 
creeks. Today, active mining claims along 
these same creeks continue to physically 
transform the landscape. Larger scale 
historical corporate-industrial mining is 
illustrated by the Bear Creek Compound, Figure 3.3 Bear Creek Compound retains integrity as 

a corporate-industrial mining ensemble
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which retains a high level of integrity 
as an industrial ensemble. The various 
offices, warehouses, and workshops, 
and the relationships between them, 
are complete and illustrate repair and 
maintenance operations, staff living 
quarters, and administrative planning 
activities. Settlements and mining claims 
are interconnected by trails, roadways, 
creeks, and rivers. These enabled 
materials, equipment, people, and gold 
to be transported to and from the mine 
sites. Much of this transportation network 
still connects the goldfields to the rest of 
the nominated property. The settlement 
of Forty Mile includes archaeological and 
built evidence of structures associated 
with mining administration and trade. 
Dawson City retains structures and 
settlement patterns associated with its 
role as the centre of administrative, 
economic, and social life during the  
Gold Rush.

Indigenous Sustained Relationship 
with the Land

Tr’ondëk–Klondike possesses all 
the elements necessary to illustrate the 
longstanding and sustained relationship 
of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in with their 
traditional land in the face of the 
profound impact of the Gold Rush. 
These elements include the tangible 
evidence of archaeological, historical 
and contemporary seasonal harvesting 
including fishing camps and settlements, 
travel on the land, and practices of 
cultural renewal and sovereignty. 
Elements associated with ancient 
and contemporary fishing camps and 
settlements (including Tr’ochëk, Forty 
Mile, and Moosehide) lie within the 
nominated property along the Klondike 
and Yukon rivers. Traditional knowledge 
informs the location of contemporary 
fishing camps and other gathering 
places, which function in much the 
same way today as they always have. 

Figure 3.4 Girl hangs chum salmon strips in the smoke shack at Moosehide 
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Cultural renewal and sovereignty are 
demonstrated in the management, co-
management, and use of these sites 
for commemoration, interpretation, 
conservation, and celebration, including 
the ongoing practice of cultural traditions. 
Structures and sites in and around 
Dawson City also demonstrate Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in self-governance and cultural 
renewal.

Frontier Culture
Tr’ondëk–Klondike possesses all the 

elements necessary to represent its iconic 
frontier culture. Intangible values of 
this frontier culture find their tangible 
expression in the location and natural 
setting of the property, the features of 
the Klondike goldfields, the architectural 
structures of Dawson City, the structures 
associated with Gold Rush-era literary 
and artistic figures, and the place names, 
place-based stories, and thriving culture 
of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in. These have 
integrity in their condition, use, and 
contemporary relevance. The structures, 
settlement patterns, and remains of 
historic infrastructure in Dawson City 
illustrate its role as the administrative, 
economic, commercial, and social hub of 
the nominated property, both historically 
and today. A booming, vibrant frontier 
settlement at the time of the Gold Rush, 

Dawson City continues to be a focal point 
for the administration of placer mining 
activities, cultural renewal and self-
governance for Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, and 
twenty-first century frontier culture.

The property is of adequate 
size to ensure the complete 
representation of the features 
and processes which convey the 
property’s significance

Tr’ondëk–Klondike is of adequate size 
to ensure the complete representation 
of the Klondike Gold Rush and ongoing 
placer mining activities, the sustained 
Indigenous relationship with the land, 
and frontier culture. The boundary 
around the goldfields follows the ridge 
at the top of the valley to include the 
height of land that feeds the gold-
bearing creeks that flow into the 
Klondike River. The tangible elements 
associated with the full representation 
of the various stages of placer mining 
activities, from the early days of the 
Klondike Gold Rush to the present, are 
included within the boundaries of the 
nominated property and are linked by 
the Klondike and Yukon rivers as well 
as by an assemblage of other travel 
routes (including roads, trails, and rail 
lines). Likewise, the nominated property 
includes tangible elements that ensure a 
complete representation of the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in sustained connection to the 
land and adaptation to the impact of the 
Gold Rush. Within its boundaries are 
representations of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
ongoing access to the rivers for travel 
and fishing, as well as archaeological and 
historical evidence of fishing and trading, 
settlements, and places of teaching and 
learning. These provide a complete and 
legible representation of the way in which 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in have sustained their 
traditional connection to the land while 
adapting to change. 

Figure 3.5 Robert Service Cabin is an expression of 
frontier culture



Chapter 3: Justification for Inscription          109

The property is of a size that 
encompasses a complete representation 
of the features that make it an iconic 
representation of frontier culture. These 
consist of the settlement pattern and 
many built elements that comprise 
Dawson City, including cabins and other 
structures associated with Gold Rush-era 
artistic and literary figures; Moosehide, 
Forty Mile, Tr’ochëk and fishing camps 
along the Yukon River associated with 
historical and contemporary Indigenous 
culture; and the natural setting of the 
area including its rivers, creeks, and 
hills. As a cultural landscape, Tr’ondëk–
Klondike also includes tangible evidence 
of the administrative frameworks 
and processes associated with land 
management for placer mining and with 
Indigenous traditional self-governance. 
The mining claim system, which 
manages the allocation of land parcels 
for mining, applies throughout the 
nominated property except for areas that 
are culturally important to the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in. The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
govern many aspects of management 
and use of lands and resources within 
their traditional territory, the heart of 
which falls within the Tr’ondëk–Klondike 
cultural landscape.

The property does not suffer 
from adverse effects of 
development and/or neglect

As a cultural landscape, Tr’ondëk–
Klondike does not suffer from adverse 
effects of development or neglect, and 
robust mechanisms are in place to 
prevent this from happening in future. 
The tangible elements associated with 
the Klondike Gold Rush and ongoing 
placer mining, the traditional Indigenous 
relationship with the land, and frontier 
culture are all managed by legislation, 
policies, and plans that protect and 
conserve them. The tangible elements 

that demonstrate the various periods of 
placer mining activities are legible, in 
good condition, and not under threat of 
development or neglect. These elements 
are managed by responsible authorities 
through plans and policies for their 
conservation. Placer mining continues to 
be active. The properties at Bear Creek are 
owned by Parks Canada and are managed 
to ensure visitor safety and to monitor 
conditions for signs of deterioration. 
Current efforts are underway to develop 
a rehabilitation strategy including services 
and activities compatible with the site’s 
values.

The tangible and intangible 
elements associated with the Indigenous 
relationship with the land are in good 
condition and are not under threat of 
development or neglect. Traditional 
activities such as fishing, gathering, 
and travel in the territory are active. 
These elements are managed through 
policies and plans that are informed by 
traditional approaches and traditional 
knowledge. Moosehide is managed 
by Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in as a settlement 
and an important gathering place for 
the community. There are no adverse 
development pressures or neglect of the 
infrastructure. Tr’ochëk is mainly an 
archaeological site located wholly on 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Settlement Lands 
and managed according to various plans. 
It also retains its original function as a 
seasonal fishing camp and serves new 
functions as a place to host culture camps 
for Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in youth. The site 
is regularly maintained, and there are 
no development pressures on the site. 
Forty Mile is co-managed and co-owned 
by Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and the Yukon 
territorial government. Legislation 
protects it from undue development. 
Several plans guide the conservation and 
interpretation of the site. Maintenance 
and restoration work is ongoing, and 



110         Tr’ondëk–Klondike

current plans include revitalization of 
the site as a place for elders, youth, and 
visitors to share and experience the 
history and culture of the area. There are 
no development pressures on the site. 

Dawson City is a living and evolving 
town that continues to service its citizens, 
visitors, and many different industries 
including placer mining and tourism. 
Complementary management plans and 
policies guide decision-making and the 
assessment of all development proposals. 
In addition, many historic structures in 
the town are owned and administered 
by Parks Canada, a federal government 
agency that adheres to national 
conservation standards and guidelines. 
Development proposals generally occur 
within the context of services required 
to support the community. The rest 
of the nominated property includes 
archaeological sites, historic remains, 
and landscapes that contribute to its 
Outstanding Universal Value. The area 
is managed under various authorities 

exercised by the City of Dawson, Yukon 
Government, Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, and 
the federal government. These regulate 
activities associated with development, 
such as those related to placer mining 
including new claims. The activities are 
generally compatible with the values of 
the property, except when it may impact 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in traditional uses of 
the land. Authorities regulate land use 
so as to maintain both placer mining and 
Indigenous relationships with the land. 

3.1.d.  Statement of 
Authenticity 

The Outstanding Universal Value 
of Tr’ondëk–Klondike is credibly 
reflected in the authenticity of the 
following attributes. Authenticity 
in location and setting is derived from 
the intact northern landscape, which 
encompasses the valleys, hills, forests, 
and banks of the Yukon River watershed. 

Figure 3.6 Dawson and Tr’ochëk at the confluence of the Klondike and Yukon rivers, 1900 
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Authenticity in use and function lies in 
the direct connection between landscape 
features and activities associated with 
traditional Indigenous life on the land 
and with frontier settlement, mining, 
and administration. Authenticity in 
tradition, techniques, and management 
systems can be found in physical and 
documentary evidence of the methods 
used by Indigenous harvesters and 
miners to draw resources from the land, 
as well as in the enduring systems that 
structure and organize life and economic 
activity in the region. Authenticity 
in form and design is evidenced in the 
characteristic setting, pattern, and layout 
of settlements and camps, as well as 
in the goldfields and their constituent 
mining claims. Authenticity in materials 
and substance is expressed in the original 
buildings and structures that comprise 
townsites, mining infrastructure, 
cabins, sternwheelers, and Indigenous 
harvesting camps. Authenticity in spirit 
and feeling is expressed in the rich body 

of artistic production associated with 
the site, including literature, visual art, 
film, and music. Its spirit and feeling are 
also expressed in the frontier culture 
evident in the strong vernacular building 
traditions, frontier settlement patterns, 
and the vibrant Indigenous culture. 

Taken as a whole, the cultural 
landscape is an authentic embodiment 
of the legacy of the Klondike Gold Rush, 
the enduring strength of Indigenous 
values and traditions, the central role 
that placer mining has played in the 
region, and the evolution of frontier 
culture. The authenticity of the site is 
maintained in two important ways: 
through the everyday practices of the 
region’s inhabitants, and through a series 
of overlapping frameworks (the final land 
claim agreement, mining claim system, 
municipal building codes, and heritage 
and environmental legislation). Together, 
they ensure an unbroken lineage between 
past and present in the region. For these 
reasons, the nominated property fulfills 

Figure 3.7 Dawson and Tr’ochëk at the confluence of the Klondike and Yukon rivers, 2006
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the conditions of authenticity set out in 
Section II E of the Operational Guidelines 
for the Implementation of the World Heritage 
Convention.

(i)  Authenticity in Location  
and Setting
The nominated property retains a 

high level of authenticity in location 
and setting. There is a strong and visible 
continuity, which supports its status 
as a gold rush landscape and an icon 
of frontier culture. The authenticity in 
location and setting of Tr’ondëk–Klondike 
is illustrated through the built structures, 
the archaeological resources, and their 
relationship with the rivers, creeks, and 
hills.

Rivers
Across from Dawson City, Tr’ochëk 

remains in its original location at the 
confluence of the Klondike and Yukon 
rivers surrounded by hills and forest. 
The authenticity in location and setting 
of this historic site together with Fort 
Reliance, Forty Mile, Moosehide, and the 
Moosehide Trail illustrates the traditional 
territory of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and 
the prominent role the river plays in their 
relationship with the land. The eddies 
and pools of slow water of the Yukon 
and Klondike rivers remain central to 
salmon fishing and continue to inform 
the location and setting of numerous 
fishing camps along the length of the 
Yukon River. The proximity of historical 
and contemporary campsites and 
settlements to the rivers illustrates the 
ongoing traditional significance of the 
river for subsistence, transportation, and 
cultural identity. This is demonstrated 
through archaeological research, written 
and photographic records, and oral 
tradition. Other river features such 
as the sternwheelers sit where they 
were stored for the winter at the time 

of their decommissioning, reflecting 
the significant role the Yukon River 
played in the transportation system and 
development of the area.

Goldfields
Based on written and photographic 

evidence, the location and the natural 
setting of the first gold find at Discovery 
Claim are authentic. While creeks have 
been altered because of continuous 
mining activity over the years, the 
consistency of the movement of various 
mining camps and worksites within the 
landscape to accommodate the mining 
activity contributes to the authenticity of 
the setting. The Bear Creek Compound 
has remained intact in location and 
setting, conveying corporate mining 
activity and the challenges of mining for 
alluvial gold deposits. The Ridge Road, 
an important means of transportation 
and travel, is still in its original location. 
The largest of the dredges remains in the 
location where it was last used, its path 
marked by the massive tailing piles left in 
its wake. The goldfields of the Klondike 
and Bonanza Creek valleys remain as the 
location and setting for placer mining 
activities where they have been taking 
place since the beginning of the Gold 
Rush.

Settlements
The settlements, including Forty 

Mile, Dawson City, and Moosehide, are 
located where they were first developed, 
and their characteristic structures retain 
their initial settlement patterns. Their 
setting in the surrounding wilderness has 
changed little. Dawson City, still located 
on its original flat of land, continues to be 
bound by the rivers, the Midnight Dome, 
and the Moosehide Slide. Comparison of 
historical town plans, maps, photographs, 
and archaeological research using aerial 
imagery confirms the original siting of the 
extant structures and remains in Forty 
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Figure 3.8 Hikers on the Moosehide Trail ca. 1920s

Mile, Fort Reliance, Moosehide, Dawson 
City, Tr’ochëk, Grand Forks, and the 
Bear Creek Compound. Settlements are 
still located near creek mouths and river 
confluences.

(ii)  Authenticity in Use  
and Function 

Authenticity in use and function of 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike is evident in Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in use of their traditional territory 
and in placer mining. These uses and 
functions illustrate the impact of a 
gold rush on the landscape and on the 
Indigenous relationship with the land. 
They also contribute to the authenticity of 
spirit and feeling illustrating the “frontier” 
described in section (vi).

Indigenous Relationship  
with the Landscape

Tr’ondëk–Klondike is within the 
traditional territory of the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in. Its authenticity in use and 
function is illustrated through fishing, 
travelling on the land, trading, gathering, 
settling, and other traditional practices. It 
is expressed through the ongoing use and 
existence of fishing camps and localities, 
trails, and settlements. 

Salmon Fishing
Traditionally, salmon fishing is 

a seasonal activity tied to Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in identity as “People of the 
River.” Archaeological evidence of 
sizeable campsites and seasonal villages, 
cache pits, hearths, middens, artifacts, 
and faunal remains along the Yukon 
and Klondike rivers, particularly at 
Tr’ochëk and Moosehide, demonstrates 
the uninterrupted use of the landscape 
to sustain the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in over 
millennia. Although salmon fishing at 
Tr’ochëk and the Klondike River was 
disrupted by the Gold Rush, several other 
locations on the Yukon River including 
Forty Mile and Moosehide continued to 
be used. Maintaining their relationship 
with the river through its continued 
use for fishing by changing locations 
over time demonstrates the adaptation 
of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in to the impacts 
of the Gold Rush; it also conveys the 
authenticity in use and function over 
time. Today, Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in continue 
to fish salmon as evidenced by fishing 
camps and fish wheels along the rivers. 
The authenticity is confirmed through 
archaeological sites, site selection, 
historical records, and oral tradition. 
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Figure 3.9 Moosehide Village, n.d.

Figure 3.10 Moosehide Village, 2016

Figure 3.11 Today, Indigenous people travel the Yukon River to check fishnets, operate fish wheels, and set up 
temporary fishing camps
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Traditional Practices
In addition to the continuing fishing 

tradition, Tr’ondëk–Klondike retains 
authenticity of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
use through travel on the land, trade, 
gatherings, settlements, and other 
traditional practices. Evidence of trails, 
cabins, gathering spaces, and various 
structures associated with vibrant 
settlements, such as at Forty Mile and 
Moosehide, attests to the uninterrupted 
use of the landscape. The contemporary 
village of Moosehide illustrates the shift 
to year-long settlement by Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in. It serves as a base to access 
different parts of the traditional territory 
according to the different harvesting 
seasons and traditional practices. The 
trails, including those leading from 
Moosehide to the rest of the territory, 
connect and facilitate the ongoing 
Indigenous use of the different elements 

of the land. Gathering spaces, such as the 
settlement and cultural camp at Tr’ochëk, 
are used for learning and sharing as 
they affirm the relationship between the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and their territory. 
The authenticity in the uninterrupted use 
of the territory for traditional practices 
and in the use of different locations along 
the rivers in response to the impact of 
the Gold Rush is confirmed through 
archaeological sites, historical evidence, 
and oral tradition.

Placer Gold Mining 
The authenticity in use and function 

of Tr’ondëk–Klondike for placer mining 
is expressed by its settlements and the 
remains of cabins; mining structures; 
equipment such as dredges, water 
and power management systems; the 
Bear Creek Compound; and the roads 
that connect them. Together, they 

Figure 3.12 Yukon Ditch pipe on bridge near Bear Creek, 1908 
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illustrate the use and function of this 
mining landscape through extraction, 
transportation, administration, and 
support. A rich variety of documentation 
supports the continuity of the function 
of placer mining. It includes archival 
photographic collections; mining records 
such as claim registrations, permits, and 
transactions from 1896 to the present 
day; diaries; oral history interviews 
with second- and third-generation 
placer mining families; documentary 
films; television shows; newspapers and 
monitoring records; Yukon Government 
departmental mining statistics; and 
activities of the Klondike Placer Miners’ 
Association.

Placer Gold Mining
The remains of cabins, mining-

related structures, equipment, middens, 
and water-management systems are 
found throughout the landscape but 
are concentrated in the Klondike and 
Bonanza valleys, in which contemporary 

mining continues where historical mining 
began over a century ago. Structures such 
as outbuildings, boiler sheds, and dams 
demonstrate the authenticity in use and 
function of Tr’ondëk–Klondike for placer 
mining. The tailings, cuts on hillsides, 
claim markers, and various works to 
divert creeks and excavate the ground 
further demonstrate the authenticity 
in use. Today, the valleys continue to 
be actively mined by individuals and 
companies that erect new temporary 
dwellings and structures to support their 
work. In some cases, historical structures 
continue to serve as residences and 
workspaces for contemporary miners. 
The evidence of this use is found in 
archaeological sites, historical records, 
and oral tradition. Within the Bonanza 
Creek valley, the Ridge Road was used as 
a supply route to the miners and is today 
flanked by the archaeological remains of 
roadhouses and stables. 

The Bear Creek Compound 
includes structures associated with 
the construction and maintenance of 
dredges, the processing of gold, and 
the administration of industrial mining 
operations. It includes buildings used 
for administration, repair, residences, 
storage, and services. The Compound 
also retains a portion of the Yukon 
Ditch and syphon that spanned the 
Klondike valley to Bear Creek and the 
Bonanza Creek valley to deliver water for 
hydraulic mining operations; its footprint 
is still visible on the north bank of the 
Klondike River. Today, the remaining 
structures stand as evidence of the use 
of Tr’ondëk–Klondike for industrial 
placer mining activities. Authenticity in 
use and function is confirmed through 
archaeological remains, oral tradition, 
and historical evidence such as corporate 
mining records, maps, blueprints, and 
photographs.

Figure 3.13 Yukon Ditch pipe at Bear Creek, 2010
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Administration and Support
In the settlements at Forty Mile and 

Dawson City, many structures testify 
to their administrative and support 
functions from the time of the Gold 
Rush in relation to placer mining. These 
include stores, North-West Mounted 
Police posts, trading posts, public 
administration buildings, banks, churches, 
hotels, houses, and cabins. Tr’ochëk 
bears evidence of its previous identity as 
Klondike City including miners’ cabins, a 
sawmill, a brewery, and a railway. Today’s 
administrative and support functions 
are still concentrated in Dawson City. 
The authenticity in use and function is 
demonstrated through archaeological 
evidence, oral tradition, and historical 
records such as photographs, maps, 
business directories, and newspapers.

(iii) Authenticity in Traditions, 
Techniques, and Management 
Systems

Authenticity in traditions, 
techniques, and management systems 
of Tr’ondëk–Klondike is characterized 
by the Indigenous relationship with the 
landscape and by placer mining.

Indigenous Relationship  
with the Landscape

Fishing Techniques
Authenticity in fishing techniques 

demonstrates the Indigenous relationship 
with the landscape. The Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in have seasonally fished salmon 
in Tr’ondëk–Klondike for thousands of 
years. They have used fishing techniques 
that harvest large quantities of salmon for 
future consumption by the community, 
including the use of fish weirs, baskets, 
fish wheels, and fishnets. Weirs were 
constructed at the mouths of rivers 
and creeks to guide the salmon toward 
baskets; when the baskets were emptied, 
the fish were processed on land. The fish 
wheel, introduced after the Gold Rush, 
relied on the same premise and required 
similar conditions. Today, salmon fishing 
is done almost entirely using motorboats 
and fishnets, while some families still 
use fish wheels. A “First Fish” camp is 
held every summer to pass on fishing 
techniques to the youth. The evolution 
of fishing technology, from weirs to 
wheels to fishnets, demonstrates the 
adaptation of the Indigenous people to 
changing physical and cultural conditions, 
specifically the arrival of newcomers and 

Figure 3.14 Fishing weir and traps on the Yukon River, 1898
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mining activities associated with the Gold 
Rush. The mouths of rivers and creeks 
coveted by both the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
and the prospectors forced the Indigenous 
people to adapt in order to continue to be 
able to access the river and continue to 
fish for salmon. Their fishing techniques 
are accounted for through oral tradition, 
archaeological sites, and photographic and 
historical records.

Land Management
Authenticity in land management 

demonstrates the Indigenous relationship 
with the landscape. Authentic Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in land management continues 
to shape the landscape of Tr’ondëk–
Klondike. Communal principles of 
governance, in which the benefits 
and effects on multiple generations 
are considered, have traditionally 

Top Left: Figure 3.15 Excavations at Tr'ochëk unearthed stone tools ca. 5600 years old, including microblades 
used for fish processing

Top Right: Figure 3.16 Fish wheels are still used for salmon fishing today 

Bottom: Figure 3.17 Pete and Arthur Anderson net-making inside the general store at Forty Mile, 1932
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underpinned decisions and how they are 
made. The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in would 
travel the land in small family groups, 
harvesting and hunting what they needed 
for trade and to support their community. 
The small scale of these activities and the 
symbiotic relationship with nature left 
the land healthy for future generations. 
This focus on the present and future 
well-being of the community has guided 
the actions of Chief Isaac and many other 
leaders as they navigated the impact of 
the Gold Rush on their people and on 
their traditional territory. Today, a similar 
system is applied and has become even 
stronger now that Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in is a 
self-governing First Nation. A traditional 
governance approach is reflected in the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in management of land 
and resources. Subsistence harvesting 
of fish and wildlife and the gathering of 
traditional foods, herbs, and medicine 
are a recognized right for all Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in citizens, with limitations set 
by the community for prudent resource 
management. Concepts of respect and 
reciprocity, traditional knowledge, and 
oral tradition are embedded in policy 
and practices. The authenticity of this 
tradition and management system is 
demonstrated through ethnographic 
accounts, archaeological sites, and oral 
tradition.

Placer Gold Mining 
The authenticity in placer mining 

techniques and management systems 
affirms the role placer mining has played 
in shaping the cultural landscape. Placer 
mining is still practised by entrepreneurs 
and family-owned operations, some of 
whom are second- and third-generation 
mining families.

Mining Techniques
Authenticity in placer gold mining 

techniques affirms the role of placer 
mining in shaping Tr’ondëk–Klondike. 

The gold in Tr’ondëk–Klondike is 
contained in alluvial, or placer, deposits. 
These are deposits of heavy minerals, 
such as gold, that have been washed 
downslope into streams as a result of 
weathering. Placer mining techniques 
use water and gravity to recover the 
gold by washing gold-bearing sand and 
gravel, which allows the nuggets and 
flakes of gold to sink to the bottom of 
the extraction equipment as the lighter 
gravel is washed away. Gold Rush miners 
applied various methods to reach the gold 
deposits, such as hand digging shafts and 
tunnelling. Hand mining evolved into 
corporate mining, because companies 
could use mechanization to move 
more ground and retrieve more gold. 
Industrial dredges mined valley bottoms, 
while the smaller individual operations 
continued to mine the hillsides. Today, 
mining activities are generally smaller 
in scale, and the original technique has 
been refined to be more efficient with 
a lower environmental impact. The 
use and evolution of placer mining has 
been extensively documented through 
historical, photographic, and oral 
accounts. 

Mining Management
Tr’ondëk–Klondike retains 

authenticity in mining management 
through the ongoing application of the 
original claim system used since the 
Gold Rush. Through the application 
of regulations that set the size, mining 
methods, and duration of the claim, this 
system has governed the occurrence of 
mining activities in Tr’ondëk–Klondike 
over the last 120 years, shaping the 
landscape as a result. The principles of 
mining management were based on a 
“one man, one claim” free-entry system, 
which focused on the individual and 
were designed to prevent speculation. 
These principles, well documented 
through archival evidence, still apply 
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today and are administered under the 
Yukon Department of Energy, Mines and 
Resources.

(iv)  Authenticity in Form  
and Design

The cultural landscape of Tr’ondëk–
Klondike illustrates the Indigenous 
relationship with the land, the Gold Rush 
and ongoing placer mining, and frontier 
culture. Authenticity in form and design 
of Tr’ondëk–Klondike resides in the 
goldfields, the settlements, the fishing and 
mining camps, and their interrelationship 
through trail and river connections.

Indigenous Fishing and Settlement 
Patterns

Authenticity in form and design of the 
Indigenous relationship with the land, 
and the impact the Gold Rush had on that 
relationship, is reflected in the pattern of 
settlements and their relationship to the 
rivers. Records and oral tradition show 
that over the period of the Gold Rush 
and afterward, the Indigenous people’s 
traditional semi-nomadic way of life 
became more sedentary. For millennia, 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in have camped and 
settled close to rivers, because rivers are 
vital sources of food, transportation, 
and cultural identity. The archaeological 
sites along the rivers, such as Tr’ochëk 

Top Left: Figure 3.18 Hand mining

Top Right: Figure 3.19 Hydraulic mining

Bottom Left: Figure 3.20 Dredging

Bottom Right: Figure 3.21 Contemporary mining
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and Forty Mile, confirm this settlement 
pattern. When newcomers arrived and 
began to mine for gold, Indigenous people 
were forced to abandon some traditional 
sites, while others were taken over by 
newcomers.

In response to this pressure on their 
traditional movement and settlement 
on the land, a permanent settlement 
was established at Moosehide through 
an agreement between the Indigenous 
people, the government of Canada, and 
the Anglican Church. The authenticity 
in form and design of the settlement 
pattern at Moosehide demonstrates its 
original use as a seasonal fishing camp 

that used the river for transportation, the 
harvesting and processing of fish, and 
other traditional practices. Closest to the 
river, the lower bench is the access point 
to Moosehide Village and includes a trail, 
smokehouses for processing fish, gardens, 
and contemporary cabins to support 
cultural gatherings at the site. The upper 
bench consists of a linear row of buildings 
facing the river including a church, a 
school, a cemetery, numerous cabins 
for lodging, and a community gathering 
space. The main elements of this original 
layout persist today. The authenticity in 
form and design is confirmed through 
archaeological research, written historical 

Figure 3.22 Historical survey of claims on Bonanza Creek, including Discovery Claim, 1899

Figure 3.23 Contemporary claims on Bonanza Creek, including Discovery Claim, 2016
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accounts, photographic records, and 
oral tradition. Today, as an expression 
of cultural reclamation and renewal, 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in have established 
permanent residences and government 
buildings on Settlement Land parcels 
that are scattered throughout Dawson 
City and at their C4 subdivision in the 
Klondike River valley.

Placer Mining Activities and 
Settlement Patterns

Authenticity in form of the historical 
and current mining and settlement 
patterns in the goldfields is evidence 
of placer mining from the time of the 
Gold Rush to today. The goldfields retain 
authenticity in form of the strategic 
placement of mining camps and worksites 
on the creek banks, close to the water 
that miners used to sluice the rich 
gravel from the placer gold deposits. 
Authenticity in form of the serpentine 
dredge tailings that cover the Klondike 
valley floor, the result of dredging 
activities having shifted the river from 
one side of the valley to the other, is 
dramatic physical evidence of the legacy 
of the corporate mining period. This is 

thoroughly documented in the extensive 
collection of archival records, oral 
histories, and secondary research. Other 
evidence includes support camps that 
were set up for the dredges as they moved 
from one place to another. Authenticity 
in the form of settling ponds and gravel 
piles at Tr’ochëk attests to modern mining 
activities on the site prior to its protection 
as a heritage site. Today, the creeks and 
hills of the goldfields reflect authenticity 
in form of active prospecting and mining 
activities. The authenticity in form of 
these placer mining activities is confirmed 
by archaeological, historical, and present-
day evidence. 

Authenticity in form of the settlement 
and mining pattern is also reflected in 
the claim system, which assigns parcels 
of land to miners for exploration and 
mining. Parcels are sized according to 
precise measurements, and a claim’s 
location is based on the layout of the 
creek and its position relative to the first 
discovery. The combination of mining 
technique and claim administration 
results in a distribution of small sites of 
short-lived operation along the creeks, 
which shows the intensity of mining 

Figure 3.24 Original survey of Dawson and Klondike City (Lousetown) shows street grid and districts that are 
largely intact today, ca. 1901
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activity over time. This is confirmed 
through archaeological evidence as 
well as nineteenth and early twentieth 
century historical records, both written 
and photographic. In addition, maps and 
surveys from the late nineteenth century 
onward showing staked claims and later, 
concessions, confirm the authenticity in 
the pattern. 

Administrative and Functional 
Patterns

Settlements and their individual 
components confirm the authenticity 
in form associated with administration 
and support. The settlement patterns at 
Forty Mile, Dawson City, and Moosehide 
reflect the individual functions and 
the conditions in which each emerged. 
Forty Mile quickly developed as the 
first town in the Yukon, at the site of a 
traditional Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in harvesting 
area. Strategically located on a spit of 
land at the junction of the Fortymile 
and Yukon rivers, it is close to forts 
across the river. Access to the rivers 
facilitated summer and winter travel as 
well as the transporting of freight and 
its unloading into riverside warehouses. 

The town was surveyed into formalized 
lots, streets, and avenues. The settlement 
pattern, still visible today, includes 
structures for protection, administration, 
and commerce as well as a church, 
residences, warehouses, and workshops. 
A dozen buildings remain as relics in a 
line facing the Yukon River, along with 
structural foundations, a cemetery, and 
archaeological sites. The authenticity 
in form of the settlement pattern is 
confirmed through archaeological 
research and archival records.

Authenticity in form and design of 
Dawson City’s settlement pattern reflects 
its role as the administrative and support 
centre for the miners as well as its role 
as a meeting place characteristic of a 
frontier town. It is bordered by rivers 
on two sides and by mountains on the 
other two. Dawson City was surveyed 
very early in the Gold Rush. As services 
and administration were introduced, the 
community evolved from clusters of tent 
platforms that extended haphazardly 
up the steep slopes of the surrounding 
hills to being a town with a street grid. 
The main street, which is the principal 
transportation route, follows the Yukon 

Figure 3.25 Swanson's Store at Forty Mile retains original materials of wood and metal
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River, with wide avenues running parallel 
to it divided by cross streets and lots. 
In the downtown area the street grid is 
overlaid with subdivided lots that allow 
dense development of the commercial 
core. Buildings associated with trade, 
administration, communications, lodging, 
religious congregations, entertainment, 
and various other services were all 
built within the settlement according 
to an established pattern. Today, the 
original street grid and its commercial, 
residential, and government districts 
have been largely maintained. Dawson 
City expanded across the Klondike River 
to take over Tr’ochëk, an important 
traditional Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in fishing 
camp, and established a twin settlement 
there, known as Klondike City. The 
settlement pattern of Klondike City at 
Tr’ochëk remains legible in archaeology. 
The authenticity in form of these 
settlements is confirmed through 
archaeological, written, and photographic 
records. 

The entire nominated property 
captures the functional pattern of gold 
mining and its settlements. The goldfields 
and their worksites are connected by road 
and river to the initial administrative 
and trade settlement in Forty Mile and 
to the administrative, service, and trade 
settlement of Dawson City. Settlements 
such as Grand Forks grew up as centres 
of service and supply, usually at the 
confluence of major creeks. The Bear 
Creek Compound retains its original 
layout, oriented around a central yard 
with buildings arranged in functional 
groupings along the main roads. These 
connections are documented through 
written historical accounts, surveys, and 
maps.

(v)  Authenticity in Materials 
and Substance

Authenticity in materials used to build 
the structures at settlements, campsites, 
and cabins in Tr’ondëk–Klondike 
reflects the North American frontier. 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike is in a remote region 
that is shaped by an extreme climate. 
Building materials have been mainly 
limited to those that are affordable or 
can be sourced locally. The vernacular 
architecture, as well as the more formal 
service, administrative, and industrial 
buildings, illustrates how local suppliers 
provided local building materials and 
lumber along with manufactured 
materials shipped in on sternwheelers. 
All the buildings associated with mining 
in the goldfields and those in Forty Mile, 
the Bear Creek Compound, Moosehide, 
and Dawson City are log or wood framed, 
some with roofs of corrugated metal. This 
metal was also the most common material 
for exterior cladding on warehouses in 
the Bear Creek Compound, Forty Mile, 
and Dawson City. Corrugated metal 
cladding remains in place at Bear Creek. 
The authenticity in materials is supported 
by archaeological research, historical 
photographs, archival records, oral 
tradition, and physical evidence in the 
form of the remaining early structures at 
Forty Mile and Dawson, log cabins in the 
goldfields, and frame buildings at Bear 
Creek that have retained their original 
exterior materials.

(vi)  Authenticity in Spirit  
and Feeling

Tr’ondëk–Klondike retains a high level 
of authenticity in spirit and feeling of a 
living Indigenous culture, an illustration 
of frontier culture, and a nineteenth-
century gold rush. The authenticity 
in spirit and feeling is conveyed by 
setting and location, ongoing traditional 
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practices, built structures, materials, uses, 
and location. 

Tr’ondëk–Klondike conveys 
authenticity in spirit and feeling of the 
vibrant Indigenous culture, especially 
through its ongoing traditional practices 
including fishing, the campsites, the 
educational camps for youth, and the 
gatherings, which reflect Indigenous 
traditional management. The gatherings 
draw a direct link between the impact 
of the Gold Rush and the adaptation 
of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in to the resulting 
pressures. The gatherings are a reminder 
not only of the recovery of the songs and 
stories entrusted by Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
to other communities, but also of the 
choices they made to settle in Moosehide. 
Through ethnographic written accounts 
and oral tradition, we have evidence of 
the adaptation of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, 
their still thriving culture, and the 
nominated property’s authenticity in 
spirit and feeling.

Authenticity in spirit and feeling 
is also embodied in the setting of the 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike cultural landscape. 
The perceived isolation of the nominated 
property, the proximity of wilderness 
to its communities and the goldfields, 
the majesty of the Yukon River, the 
hills and river valleys that sculpt the 
property and embrace settlements, and 
the naturally occurring flat benches that 
facilitate settlement – all of these make 
up the locale in which a frontier culture 
could take hold. The authenticity of 
spirit and feeling is also demonstrated 
by the ongoing use of materials, uses, 
and functions as already described. 
The use of wood and locally sourced 
materials conveys the frugality and self-
reliance that are characteristic of frontier 
culture. The vernacular architecture 
of the settlements, the presence of 
traditional frontier town establishments 
and buildings, the patterns, the ongoing 
placer mining activities, and the ongoing 

Figure 3.26 The Hän Singers at Moosehide Gathering sing the Welcome Song to their First Nation neighbours, 
Dawson residents and visitors



Chapter 3: Justification for Inscription          127

relationship of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in with 
their landscape contribute to a unique 
sense of place.

The Klondike Gold Rush has been 
the focus of innumerable artistic works. 
Its stories – written, photographed, and 
filmed – continue to echo in the cultural 
landscape of Tr’ondëk–Klondike. Writers 
and artists have portrayed its spirit of 
adventure and the new possibilities 
felt by prospectors who came to seek 
their fortunes in the 1890s. This spirit 
captured the imagination of the world. 
Stories by such famed artists as American 
novelist Jack London, Czech traveller 
Jan Eskymo Welzl, British poet Robert 
Service, American filmmaker and actor 
Charlie Chaplin, and countless others 
gave artistic expression to the spirit 
and feeling of Tr’ondëk–Klondike. 
Their accounts romanticized the Yukon 

experience by celebrating colourful 
Gold Rush characters and telling stories 
about individuals overcoming the 
elements, surviving in the wilderness, 
and improving their lot in life through 
hard work. The Robert Service Cabin and 
the memorials to Jack London and Jan 
Welzl continue to evoke their works. The 
Klondike Gold Rush experience continues 
to inspire writers, photographers, and 
filmmakers around the globe. It continues 
to influence people and draw them from 
around the world to physical places such 
as Discovery Claim and the Robert Service 
Cabin. A new generation of popular 
entertainment continues to evoke the 
spirit and feeling of a frontier culture, but 
a twenty-first century frontier culture 
where Indigenous people and newcomers 
coexist in a cultural landscape they shape 
together.

This is the law of the Yukon, 
  and ever she makes it plain: 
Send not your foolish and feeble; 
  send me your strong and your sane — 
...Wild and wide are my borders, 
  stern as death is my sway, 
And I wait for the men who will win me — 
  and I will not be won in a day; 
And I will not be won by weaklings, 
  subtle, suave and mild, 
But by men with the hearts of vikings, 
  and the simple faith of a child; 
...This is the Law of the Yukon, 
  that only the Strong shall thrive; 
That surely the Weak shall perish, 
  and only the Fit survive. 
Dissolute, damned and despairful, 
  crippled and palsied and slain, 
This is the Will of the Yukon, —
  Lo, how she makes it plain!

From 'The Law of the Yukon' by Robert Service (1907)  



128         Tr’ondëk–Klondike

3.1.e.  Protection and 
Management 
Requirements 

Federal, Territorial, First Nations, and 
Municipal Legislation, Regulations, 
and Policies 

The federal Parks Canada Agency 
Act applies to those properties that 
are owned and administered by Parks 
Canada, outlining the responsibilities 
of the Agency in protecting cultural 
heritage under its authority. In addition, 
the Treasury Board Policy on Management of 
Real Property articulates the responsibility 
for federal departments to identify and 
conserve the heritage value of buildings 
they own. 

The legislation that protects heritage 
in much of the nominated property 
is the Historic Resources Act (2002) and 
Archaeological Sites Regulation (2013) of 
the Yukon Territory. These outline the 
roles and responsibilities related to the 
protection of historic resources including 
their designation, an inventory of 
resources, and permitting of activities. 
The Yukon Environmental and Socio-
economic Assessment Act (2003) ensures 
that environmental, socio-economic, 
and heritage matters are considered 
when assessing impacts from a range of 
development project types. The Yukon 
Territory Municipal Act (2015) also 
provides the tools to regulate activities 
through zoning, bylaws, and policies. This 
Act allows the City of Dawson to enact its 
Heritage and Zoning Bylaws (2009, 2013).

The Umbrella Final Agreement (1993), 
the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Final Agreement 
(1998), and the Self-Government Agreement 
(1998) are the basis for the Indigenous 
people’s authority over their traditional 
territory. The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Heritage 
Act (2016) governs the protection and 
conservation of cultural heritage under 
the jurisdiction of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in. 

Through regulation and guidelines, both 
territorial and First Nation legislation 
addresses ways to assess the impact of 
development on heritage resources.

Other legislation affects the 
conservation of attributes of the 
nominated property. This includes the 
federal Navigation Protection Act (2013) and 
Fisheries Act (1985), the territorial Waters 
Act (2002), and the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
Fish and Wildlife Act (2009) regarding the 
conservation of fisheries. The territorial 
Placer Mining Act (2003), Quartz Mining 
Act (2003), Environment Act (2002), 
Forest Resources Act (2008), Oil and Gas 
Act (2002), Area Development Act (2002), 
Territorial Lands (Yukon) Act (2003), and 
the Subdivision Act (2002) regulate land 
use, notably placer mining and natural 
resource extraction. This is complemented 
where the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in have 
authority by their own Land and Resources 
Act (2004).

Management Regimes
The management regime relies on 

the authorities of each of the federal, 
territorial, Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, and 
municipal jurisdictions to ensure the 
protection and conservation of the 
attributes. The coordination of these 
authorities is made possible by a 
Stewardship Board that serves as the 
site manager. It is created as a result of a 
Memorandum of Understanding Concerning 
the Joint Management and Protection of the 
Proposed Tr’ondëk–Klondike World Heritage 
Site and is responsible for working with 
the authorities and stakeholders to 
conserve the elements that demonstrate 
the Outstanding Universal Value of 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike and to implement 
the Tr’ondëk–Klondike World Heritage 
Site Management Plan. The Management 
Plan sets the objectives for the 
coordinated protection, conservation, and 
interpretation of the property. It relies 
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on a range of plans under the authority 
of the federal, territorial, First Nation, 
and municipal governments for effective 
implementation.

The long-term pressures on the 
property are primarily environmental, 
such as from flooding and forest fires, 
in addition to other environmental 
effects exacerbated by climate change. 
The materials used for the buildings and 
other structures are susceptible to the 
impacts of moisture, wind, cold, and 
changes in permafrost, and they require 
regular maintenance to ensure their 
conservation. Archaeological resources as 
well as structures are affected by thawing 
of permafrost and by the increase in 
water quantity and flow along the banks 
of the Yukon, Klondike, and Fortymile 
rivers. The management of placer mining 
activities and of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
relationships with their territory is 
necessary to conserve the significance 
of the property. Potential imbalances 
between them may be addressed by 
territorial and First Nation legislation 
that provides the tools and processes to 
address any pressures to the authenticity 
of the property. Monitoring is carried out 
by the relevant authorities, as guided by 
their management plans, policies, and 
guidelines. It consists of retaining an 
inventory of existing resources and their 
condition, and, where applicable, creating 
measures to mitigate the impact of the 
natural pressures.

3.2 Comparative Analysis
Tr’ondëk–Klondike is proposed as 

a cultural landscape that illustrates the 
impact of an iconic gold rush, ongoing 
placer mining, and the Indigenous 
people’s relationship with the land. The 
1896 Klondike Gold Rush ushered in 
a collision of realities that altered the 

natural landscape as well as challenged 
the identities of both the newcomers and 
the Indigenous people. 

The comparative analysis highlights 
the proposed values that distinguish 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike from other gold 
rush sites, including its authenticity and 
integrity. The analysis first establishes a 
list of sites that are comparable based on 
a number of characteristics, including 
but not limited to types of property, 
cultural and geographical context, and 
historical period. This is followed by 
the description of the criteria that were 
applied to compare the sites. Lastly, the 
analysis discusses the particularities of 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike that demonstrate its 
Outstanding Universal Value.

 3.2.a.  Establishing a List of 
Comparable Sites: 
Context

Tr’ondëk–Klondike is a gold rush 
landscape that illustrates the impact of 
a gold rush on the natural landscape 
and on communities. It is also an iconic 
illustration of the North American 
frontier that has struck the imagination 
of artists, writers, and visitors for over a 
century. Both gold rushes and frontier 
culture have had social, economic, and 
cultural international impacts that need to 
be placed into context before establishing 
the comparable sites.

(i)  Nineteenth-Century Gold 
Rushes as a Significant 
Stage in Human History
A gold rush is defined as a sudden 

mass human migration in search of gold. 
By definition, gold rushes were short-
lived events that created opportunities 
for colonial expansion. They resulted in 
encounters with Indigenous peoples in 
their territory and in significant changes 
to the landscape from the activities and 
settlements involved in gold mining. 
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This nomination focuses on the 
nineteenth-century gold rushes, arguing 
that they represent a significant stage 
in human history. However, in order to 
understand the context of these rushes 
and appreciate the impact that these 
events had on landscapes and societies, 
it is useful to consider the relationship 
between the early European colonial 
enterprises in the Americas, Oceania, 
and Africa and the extraction of natural 
resources, such as gold, silver, and other 
precious goods. The early European 
colonial enterprises were a competition 
between European powers to secure 
land and resources and to assert their 
authority over these regions. Precious 
goods and prestige were the end goals of 
these enterprises. This context highlights 
the conditions that made the nineteenth-
century gold rushes possible as well as 
the major social and cultural differences 
between them.

Between the seventeenth and 
twentieth centuries, a series of “rushes” 
in search of precious metals, in particular 
gold, occurred around the world and were 
closely associated with Euro-American 
and colonial expansion in Africa, the 
Americas, and Oceania. The seventeenth 
and eighteenth century explorations of 
the Americas by Portuguese and Spanish 
adventurers were motivated in part by 
the need for new sources of revenue for 
the European monarchies, settlement 
expansion, and assertion of colonial 
authority. In the nineteenth century, 
the discovery of gold in the Carolinas, 
Georgia, and more importantly California, 
began several decades of rapid and large-
scale population movements to areas 
of the United States, Australia, New 
Zealand, South Africa, Tierra del Fuego, 
and Canada that were already home to 
Indigenous populations.

The economic conditions that 
spurred these discoveries and population 

movements evolved during that 300-year 
period. By the early 1600s, the European 
states’ need for revenue was increasingly 
compromised by populations already 
burdened by heavy taxes, making them 
weak sources of additional revenue. 
Inflation was rampant in most of Europe, 
putting increasing economic pressure on 
its populations. The potential for gaining 
riches through more direct access to Asia 
set the stage for a race between England, 
France, Portugal, and Spain to fund 
expeditions seeking the shortest route. 
The Americas offered a new promise 
of wealth. Accounts of large deposits of 
gold, silver, and precious stones, as well 
as access to new local populations as a 
potential source of slave labour, motivated 
investment in navies, settlements, and 
other infrastructure to secure control over 
these lands. Throughout the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries, adventurers 
from Europe tried their luck looking 
for “Eldorado” in Mexico, Peru, Brazil, 
and even in Canada for the benefit of 
the Crown that sponsored them and 
sometimes for their own gain. For the 
colonial powers, owning large areas of the 
globe was a matter of prestige, reflected in 
the precious goods available in Europe as 
well as in the architecture and planning of 
the settlements in the colonies themselves. 

By 1800, the political context had 
changed, but the economic conditions 
had not, and most people still had few 
opportunities to improve their situation. 
In the first decades of the nineteenth 
century, Europe was financially 
exhausted from the Napoleonic wars. 
Poverty levels were high, due in part 
to a succession of bad crop years and 
famine. Population had swelled at the 
end of the eighteenth century, doubling 
in some areas despite nearly 20 years of 
constant wars. Economically, Europe was 
transforming from a mostly agricultural 
society into an industrialized one. 
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The early 1800s saw a shift from 
a competition between European 
colonial powers intent on securing 
lands and resources to one in which 
new states created after revolutions 
were now competing against these same 
powers. In addition, the revolutionary 
movements were associated with 
ideas of destiny and expansion that 
served as important political and 
social motivation for emigration to 
areas unclaimed by European powers.
The gold rushes of the nineteenth 
century offered the opportunity for the 
governments of old powers and new 
states to assert sovereignty by providing 
the administrative structure to support 
the sudden migration of non-Indigenous 
miners and settlers.

The Americas increasingly asserted 
their independence, becoming 
destinations for those seeking to move 
away from Europe. The American War 
of Independence signalled that break and 
was followed in the 1810s and 1820s 
by independence movements across the 
Americas including in Bolivia, Argentina, 
Venezuela, Colombia, Mexico, Peru, 
Chile, Brazil, and Ecuador. These newly 
formed state entities offered opportunities 
for individuals to increase their personal 
wealth in ways that no European country 
could offer. The new states encouraged 
exploration, because it brought them 
resources to support their aspirations 
of independence. Individual ownership 
was encouraged as a means to secure the 
authority of the state and the loyalty of its 
new citizens. 

The British Empire continued to grow, 
fuelling Britain’s industrial transformation 
and colonial enterprise through 
continuous expansion. Although Britain 
had lost most of its American colonies, it 
had retained Canada and absorbed India, 
many parts of Africa, Australia, and New 
Zealand. Settlers were invited to build 

homes in eastern Canada, and many were 
eventually enticed to migrate westward, 
partly as a way to assert Britain’s 
authority in areas also coveted by the 
United States. The economic conditions 
of the expanding empire, as in the rest of 
the Americas, offered attractive prospects 
for European settlers.

The second half of the nineteenth 
century witnessed economic events that 
brought global economic instability. 
The American Civil War of the 1860s 
disrupted a number of economic ties with 
European manufacturers. In addition, a 
series of stock market crashes occurred in 
the United States, and a severe depression 
affected the world economy. Together, 
they proved to be strong incentives 
for individuals to seek a quick fortune. 
Stories of individuals venturing west and 
north across the Americas, finding gold 
and striking it rich, created a powerful 
narrative that was fostered through the 
media of the time.

A rapid pace of change marked the 
social context of the nineteenth century, 
as industrialization and urbanization 
took hold throughout Europe. The 
resulting population pressures and the 
transformation of labour contributed to 
social instability and unrest and further 
encouraged people to leave Europe to 
seek a different way of life.

These social and economic realities 
played an important role in setting the 
stage for the gold rushes of the nineteenth 
century. An appetite for adventure and 
new opportunities, as well as the lure 
of gold itself, spurred mass migrations 
of people. These mass migrations were 
facilitated by the introduction of new 
means of communication, such as the 
telegraph, that accelerated the spread of 
the news of the discovery of gold. Just 
as important were the new modes of 
transportation, such as steamships and the 
railway, which made it possible for large 
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numbers of people to cross long distances 
in a short time. Those who took part in 
gold rushes were often closely connected, 
which in turn created links between 
the different rushes. Military officers, 
entrepreneurs, engineers, labourers, 
explorers, and miners went from one 
gold rush to another, transposing their 
experiences and knowledge from previous 
rushes to each new location. Veterans 
of California worked in Australia, New 
Zealand, and South Africa. New Zealand 
engineers exported dredging technology 
to Chile. American and Australian 
miners explored the creeks of Canada’s 
Klondike. The significant improvements 
in transportation and communications 
made it even easier to travel the world in 
pursuit of gold. 

While these realities pushed 
adventurers of European descent to 
seek their fortunes, their arrival in 
Indigenous territories altered the social 
and economic lives of the people who 
had lived on these lands for millennia. 
The arrival of these newcomers  often 
marked the start of a conflict between 
the different understanding and use of 
space, as Indigenous peoples relied on 
free movement across the land to access 
food sources to sustain themselves. A 
disruption of movement or access to food 
jeopardized their livelihood, their identity, 
and in some cases their existence. The 
arrival of prospectors and settlers also 
brought diseases and alcohol that affected 
the well-being of many people within the 
Indigenous communities.

These sudden and significant 
migrations, initiated by the search for 
gold, created the conditions for a new 
era of colonial and economic growth. 
They were associated with the expanding 
authority of settler governments and 
signalled the imposition of a new order 
into territories that previously had 

been familiar only to their Indigenous 
inhabitants. Miners, settlers, and 
local authorities were given leeway 
to create the conditions necessary 
for new settlements. While these 
included treaty and territory-access 
negotiations, sometimes they included 
aggressive means such as eliminating 
traditional sources of food, destroying 
Indigenous shelters, forcibly removing 
communities from their land, and in 
some circumstances deliberately killing 
Indigenous people.

These rapid mass human migrations 
in search of gold all resulted in 
encounters between newcomers of 
various backgrounds and Indigenous 
peoples on their lands. They permanently 
transformed the landscape, societies, and 
economies of these regions. In so doing, 
they also opened up opportunities for 
colonial expansion. The major differences 
with the early colonial enterprises 
of European powers are that new 
technology offered the tools for quick 
communication of the news and faster 
movement of large numbers of people to 
the areas. The discovery of gold, and the 
rapid influx of non-Indigenous people 
that ensued, created opportunities for 
colonial authorities to assert their control 
over these lands. The resulting impact 
on the landscape and societies was 
different from that of the early colonial 
enterprises, because the need to control 
all aspects of the landscape and express 
the prestige of the colonial power was 
secondary to the need to quickly and 
efficiently establish the building blocks of 
government authority in these frontier 
areas. For these reasons, the gold rushes 
that occurred mainly in the second half of 
the nineteenth century in the Americas, 
Oceania, and South Africa constitute a 
significant period in human history.
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(ii)  Frontier Towns and  
“Frontier Culture” 

For adventurous individuals who 
embarked on perilous journeys to 
“new” lands, gold rushes epitomized the 
moral and physical efforts needed to get 
there, such as self-reliance, enterprise, 
independence, and resilience. These 
efforts came to define the experience and 
the individuals who faced the challenges 
of the journey. They also came to be 
closely associated with the Western 
perspective of being on the fringe of 
civilization, on the frontier, beyond 
government and societal controls. For 
this comparative analysis, the contextual 
understanding of frontier culture needs 
to consider two elements: the expression 
of this idealized frontier character in the 
built environment and the relationship 
between newcomers and Indigenous 
peoples.

The built environment articulated the 
qualities of self-reliance and resilience 
through the choice of materials, the 
vernacular adaptation to the conditions 
of the region, and the settlement pattern. 
Gold rushes brought large populations 
to remote regions in short periods of 
time. Dealing with harsh environmental 
conditions in an unfamiliar place, while 
also competing with thousands of other 
gold seekers, added urgency to the need 
to claim space for oneself and create a 
shelter. Even so, there was no time to 
waste on building more than a decent 
roof over one’s head, because gold needed 
to be mined. From these initial rough 
settlements, often described as tent cities, 
frontier towns quickly emerged.

Frontier towns of all kinds were 
characterized by their settlement 
pattern, the materials used to construct 
them, the location of services and 
administrative buildings in their core, 
and their location in the landscape. 
Simple shelters appeared first, built from 

materials available locally. Services and 
administration soon followed, generally 
following a similar approach but aiming 
for visibility or to convey authority. 
Hotels, saloons, supply stores, and similar 
services competed for customer attention 
by erecting often-disproportionate façades 
to attract notice. Certain affordable types 
of material, such as pressed tin, were 
used to imitate expensive materials to 
convey respectability, especially for public 
buildings such as libraries and banks. 
Civic and administrative infrastructure 
displayed state authority through their 
building form and the use of stronger, 
more expensive materials. The settlement 
patterns varied from one part of the world 
to another, in some places following a grid 
pattern and the alignment of structures 
along main streets, and in others 
following seemingly haphazard and 
organic patterns based on topography. 

The common denominator in 
frontier town architectural and planning 
approaches was that things needed to be 
done quickly, efficiently, and cheaply, 
while also adapting a European colonial 
town model to the environmental 
conditions of the gold rush locations, 
whether in the United States, Australia, 
New Zealand, South Africa, Chile, or 
Canada. Some towns evolved over time 
after their gold rush ended, while others 
disappeared altogether. Devastating 
fires were common. Some towns were 
rebuilt using the same principles, while 
others developed into more elaborate 
settlements and even cities. To establish 
these types of towns required self-
reliance, enterprise, and resilience. 

The location of gold rush frontier 
towns was also distinctive. They were 
largely built by newcomers in landscapes 
inhabited by Indigenous peoples, where 
the state often already had a presence 
but was struggling to establish authority. 
As these settlements were on the edges 
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of expanding empires and states, they 
were the point of contact between 
multiple cultural, social, and economic 
realities. The speed and size of population 
movements during gold rushes made 
those encounters challenging, whether 
they were negotiated or confrontational. 
However, those encounters defined the 
frontier experience. The authorities 
of the United States, of newly formed 
republics in South America, and of the 
British Empire in Canada, New Zealand, 
South Africa, and Australia, seized or 
created the opportunities that gold rushes 
presented to expand their authority. They 
claimed lands that were contested or 
unclaimed by another colonial power, but 
that had been inhabited by Indigenous 
people for hundreds and sometimes 
thousands of years. The frontier culture 
was further reinforced by the transfer of 
knowledge and experience among the 
many prospectors and settlers who moved 
from gold rush to gold rush around the 
world. These frontiers were for some 
a refuge, for others a source of wealth. 
Many prospectors simply enjoyed the 
freedom and sense of equality that came 
from working hard alongside others. 
This concept of individualism, rooted in 
the individual’s freedom to pursue and 
acquire wealth, is as closely associated 
with gold rushes as it is with frontier 
culture.

This last point emerged as part 
of a narrative around the individual 
challenges of “discovering,” “settling,” 
and “working” these lands. This extended 
into national narratives of identity 
as well as the shaping of an idealized 
character, based on self-reliance, courage, 
independence, and resilience, that was 
promoted through literature, poetry, 
songs, and other artistic expressions. 
Cowboys, miners, and settlers are all 
expressions of that idealized character. 
This ideal was embraced for various 

artistic and political reasons, including to 
promote these locations as destinations 
for enterprising individuals and potential 
settlers. The idea manifests itself tangibly 
through architecture and settlement 
patterns, and intangibly through artistic 
expressions. 

For Indigenous people, whether in 
the Americas, Oceania, or South Africa, 
a gold rush and the establishment 
of frontier towns represented a very 
different challenge. The sudden 
appearance and imposition of a different 
world view into their homeland disrupted 
their relationships with the land, their 
social and cultural interactions, and their 
economy. This new reality challenged 
the Indigenous people by creating 
restrictions on movement across the 
land, threatening food sources, and 
imposing physical and administrative 
boundaries and obstacles that needed to 
be negotiated and overcome in order for 
the Indigenous way of life, culture, and 
values to persevere. 

The relationship between Indigenous 
peoples and the land is founded on 
subsistence and spiritual and cultural 
connections. These populations lived 
in areas that provided them with food 
and materials to support their domestic 
and spiritual needs. For Indigenous 
populations who were perfectly adapted 
to their environment, this was their 
home. The introduction of competing 
uses for the land disrupted a way of life 
that had been established over centuries. 
Access to food, medicine, sacred stones, 
and spiritual places was jeopardized 
by non-Indigenous uses that included 
farming, ranching, and mining. While 
in many instances, encounters between 
Indigenous peoples and non-Indigenous 
traders, missionaries, and explorers 
had already set in motion changes in 
the relationship between Indigenous 
people and their territory (for example, 
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settlement of migratory peoples and 
competition for resources), gold rushes 
were profound events with far-reaching 
consequences that irrevocably redefined 
these relationships. 

The most common tangible evidence 
of this disruption is frontier towns, as 
they served as outposts of expanding 
empires and states. They established 
the authority of governments, served as 
the centre to support the activities that 
brought the settlers, and connected the 
various elements of a non-Indigenous 
landscape such as a mining landscape. 
These new landscapes intersected or 
conflicted with components of Indigenous 
landscapes such as hunting grounds, 
travel routes, and fishing locations. 

These new outposts of authority 
aimed to sustain the economy of the 
empire or state as much as to ensure that 
new settlements took root. When conflict 
of use appeared, either negotiation 
or aggressive means were applied to 
resolve the conflict. In many cases, this 
resulted in the physical removal of people 
from their traditional territory, and by 
extension from the gold rush landscape, 
as they were resettled or killed, or they 
migrated away from the new settlers as 
happened in California. In other cases – of 
which Tr’ondëk–Klondike is a particularly 
strong example – this resulted in the 
adaptation of traditional practices in order 
to continue a relationship with the land. 
A physical connection with the land is 
maintained despite the gold rush and is 
evident in ongoing movement on the 
land, different forms of settlement, and 
adapted uses. 

Frontier towns were meeting places 
between newcomers and Indigenous 
peoples. Trading was an important activity 
for many Indigenous populations, and, 
in many gold rush locations (including 
New Zealand, Canada, and Australia), 
Indigenous people were the initial 

discoverers of gold. Although they did not 
ascribe as much value to it as did non-
Indigenous people, they recognized that 
it was of interest to these outsiders. The 
arrival of prospective trading partners was 
sometimes perceived as an opportunity 
that brought the two populations close 
to each other. In these cases, it set the 
stage for the sharing of knowledge 
without which the settlers would have 
had difficulty adapting and surviving. 
Proximity was also created through 
missionary efforts, leading to the creation 
of new settlements to accommodate those 
functions. 

Frontier culture originated with non-
Indigenous peoples. It was celebrated 
in numerous artistic and literary works 
that supported the national narratives 
of the new settlers. However, there are 
necessarily two sides to the experience of 
frontier culture, and the gold rush events 
of the nineteenth century exemplify this. 
The imprint left on the landscape reflects 
both non-Indigenous and Indigenous 
ways of life. Even as mining activities 
overcame or altered Indigenous peoples’ 
homelands, and by extension their 
culture, the encounter would shape the 
future development of the landscape.

(iii)  Gold Rushes as Expressions 
of Individual and Colonial 
Adventures 

It has already been demonstrated 
that the nineteenth-century gold rushes 
constitute a significant period in human 
history. The search for gold created 
the conditions for encounters between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples 
that transformed the landscape and 
societies, opening up opportunities for the 
entrenchment of colonial power. In this 
way, gold rushes became tied to ideas of 
frontier culture and typified the promise 
and challenges of pursuing individual 
dreams of success. 
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Gold rushes acquired this stature 
in part because of the simultaneous 
emergence of photography, the telegraph, 
the popularity of adventure novels, and 
the mass distribution of newspapers. The 
recounting, and fictional accounts, of 
discoveries in exotic lands stimulated the 
public imagination. The stories motivated 
people to try their luck at succeeding 
socially and economically through the 
instant wealth promised by these rushes. 

Another reason for the iconic stature 
of gold rushes is that they glorified self-
reliance and individual destiny. Since 
hand mining for gold benefited the 
individual rather than the state, a poor 
man could imagine himself progressing 
socially and economically at a time when 
few other opportunities were available 
to him. Historical records are eloquent in 
conveying that many prospectors enjoyed 
the freedom and independence that this 
way of life offered, even though the day-
to-day reality was very different from 
the idealized version reflected in stories 
and art. Gold rushes and the associated 
frontier culture are iconic expressions of 
self-reliance, freedom, conquest, and the 
pursuit of wealth and happiness. They 
typified a set of values that was novel and 
inspiring.

Different narratives developed among 
Indigenous peoples from the Americas, 
Oceania, and South Africa based on 
their experiences of addressing the 
arrival of newcomers. These narratives 
reflect the impact, which ranged from 
coexistence to open conflict. They tell 
stories of resilience, struggle, courage, 
perseverance, accommodation, loss, 
and pain. They celebrate the ancestors’ 
strength, wisdom, and foresight in 
resisting or adapting to the newly 
imposed order. They also reflect on the 
ancestors’ pain in the face of aggression 
on the part of the non-Indigenous 
populations. The Indigenous narrative, 
contrary to the non-Indigenous, often 
focuses on the collective impact rather 
than the individual destiny. The emphasis 
is on the impact over time and multiple 
generations.

While for newcomer cultures 
the gold rush landscape is an iconic 
representation of the values associated 
with exploring and settling new lands, for 
many Indigenous peoples its significance 
is that it marks a turning point in 
their history. Typically, the discovery 
of gold was immediately followed by 
colonial expansion. Law and order, and 
a chance to monitor the gold output 
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to claim a share for state coffers, were 
prime motivators for the government to 
establish its presence in frontier towns. 
As a result, government played a role in 
defining the relationship between non-
Indigenous and Indigenous peoples. 
The tangible evidence of the gold rush 
landscape – the towns, their settlement 
pattern, the architecture, and mining 
activities – evokes both the disruption 
of Indigenous culture and the new 
landscape that Indigenous people and 
newcomers would create together.

3.2.b.  Parameters to 
Establish the List

The parameters to establish the list of 
comparable sites are based on the context 
described in the previous section, which 
outlines the nineteenth-century gold 
rushes, frontier culture, frontier towns, 
and the iconic stature of gold rushes as 
an expression of individual and colonial 
adventure, as well as a defining and 
disruptive moment in local Indigenous 
histories. 

To be considered comparable for 
the purpose of this nomination, a site 
must meet the definition of a gold rush 
landscape. Once a list of sites that meet 
that definition has been established, these 
sites will be compared based on the extent 
to which they exhibit the evidence of a 
gold rush landscape.

(i)  A Definition of Gold Rush 
Landscape
The nineteenth-century gold rushes 

offer a cultural and geographical context 
that confirms their particular set of 
events as a significant period in human 
history. The relationship of these events 
with the colonial and state expansions 

in the Americas, Australia, New Zealand, 
and South Africa, and the concomitant 
disruption to, or demise of, Indigenous 
peoples’ way of life, as well as the 
opportunities for individual economic 
success, influenced the shaping of 
landscapes and of the societies involved.

As such, this comparative analysis 
considers that nineteenth-century gold 
rushes have created a type of landscape. 
In addition, to carry out the comparison, 
this analysis is founded on the definition 
that gold rush landscapes are landscapes 
resulting from three conditions: a sudden, 
significant migration and settlement of 
non-Indigenous people in lands used 
and inhabited by Indigenous people; the 
pursuit of gold mining activities; and the 
disruption of the Indigenous way of life 
within their traditional homelands. 

These three conditions have shaped 
the cultural and physical landscape in 
places where gold rushes occurred. The 
sudden migration and settlement of non-
Indigenous settlers introduces settlement 
patterns and composition of the landscape 
that are foreign to the area and that 
establish the frontier town qualities of the 
settlements. The pursuit of gold mining 
activities introduces a settlement pattern 
that includes extraction, transportation, 
communication, administration, and 
support. The pattern is associated with 
placer mining for gold, comprising 
the mining works, the transportation 
corridors, and changes to the landscape 
resulting from those activities. The main 
difference between placer mining and 
other mining techniques is the dynamic 
nature of the activities and their effect on 
the landscape. As miners continuously 
remove the alluvial layers of the land 
or divert water from the creeks in their 
search for gold, the landscape of hills 
and creeks is altered as evidenced by the 
tailings from the dredging and the carving 
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of the hillsides by hydraulic monitors, 
or other methods. By comparison, lode 
mining or open pit mining is focused on 
the lode of gold-bearing ore, leaving a 
permanent static imprint in the landscape 
in relation to that vein. The gold rush 
disrupts an Indigenous traditional 
territory in two key respects. First, it 
alters the landscape that existed prior to 
the sudden migration of non-Indigenous 
people. Second, it puts pressure on the 
spiritual and subsistence uses associated 
with Indigenous traditions. These 
alterations illustrate the disruption of 
the Indigenous way of life through 
evidence of Indigenous adaptation or 
disappearance in the landscape. 

These types of landscapes exhibit 
evidence of their gold rush legacy in 
five ways: through settlement patterns 
and composition, through Indigenous 
interactions with the land, through the 
type of mining activity, through the 
management approach, and through 
their expression of frontier culture. 
These will serve as a basis for analyzing 
and comparing the authenticity of sites 
that meet the definition of a gold rush 
landscape. Before determining which sites 
are suitable for comparison, it is necessary 
to establish Tr’ondëk–Klondike as a gold 
rush landscape.

(ii)  Tr’ondëk–Klondike as a 
Gold Rush Landscape

The parameters articulated by the 
definition of a gold rush landscape apply 
to the nominated property. Tr’ondëk–
Klondike is a gold rush landscape because 
it exhibits the five kinds of evidence 
related to the conditions that characterize 
this type of landscape. 

First, the settlement patterns 
and composition of the landscape 
show the coexistence of mining and 
Indigenous activities over the course 
of the Klondike Gold Rush and in the 

years that followed. The nominated 
area includes evidence of mining and 
fishing, settlements, campsites, mining 
cabins, and infrastructure to support 
mining. These sites are connected to 
each other by rivers, creeks, and trails 
that underscore the need to maintain 
access to the sources of food and gold. 
The natural environment has been 
altered and continues to be altered 
by the mining activities. The mining 
settlement pattern includes all aspects of 
activity from extraction, transportation, 
communication, administration, and 
support services, as well as evidence 
of the claim system. The pattern of 
the newcomer settlements reflects the 
frontier town, as it showcases the street 
system and the location of the service, 
domestic, and administrative buildings 
typical of a town that was built quickly 
and efficiently. The Indigenous pattern 
of activities includes archaeological and 
modern campsites, fishing sites, and trails. 
There is evidence of the claim system in 
the landscape, from past activities as well 
as modern ones.

Second, Indigenous interactions with 
the land have left an imprint before, 
during, and after the Gold Rush. They 
include ongoing use and access to fishing 
sites, settlements, learning sites (for 
example, Tr’ochëk), and governance. The 
relationship with the land is illustrated 
through fishing, travelling, trading, 
gathering, and settling. It is expressed 
through fishing camps, campsites, travel 
routes, settlements, and self-governance. It 
illustrates in situ adaptation to the impact 
of the Gold Rush through continuity 
of traditional harvesting and cultural 
activities and connection to the land.

Third, the shaping of the landscape 
at Tr’ondëk–Klondike was determined 
by the type of mining. Placer mining has 
always been the predominant activity. 
Various techniques were used to recover 
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the gold (including sluice boxes and 
rocker boxes) and to mine the ground – 
for example, hydraulic mining as well as 
underground mining via hand-dug shafts 
and tunnels to bring the gold-bearing 
gravel to the surface and separate it. 
Large industrial mining also occurred, 
and dredges were used to extract and 
separate the gold. Today, placer mining 
actively continues in the landscape and 
is the predominant mining activity in the 
goldfields.

Fourth, the management of the 
landscape affects the shaping of Tr’ondëk–
Klondike as it reflects both the mining 
activities and the Indigenous relationship 
with the land. Tr’ondëk–Klondike is a 
living, active landscape with a community 
that continues to nurture a connection 
to the land for their livelihood. Some 
sites within the nominated property 
are co-managed, others are directly 
under the authority of the Indigenous 
people, and the landscape as a whole 
is under various authorities from the 
Indigenous, territorial, municipal, and 
federal governments. Mining continues 
to be managed based on the original 
claim system. Indigenous traditional use 
continues to be managed according to the 
needs of their community. This illustrates 
the coexistence that has characterized 
the relationship between newcomers and 
Indigenous people.

Fifth, as well as being a gold rush 
landscape, Tr’ondëk–Klondike is a 
landscape that has become iconically 
associated with gold rushes, and thereby 
with frontier culture. It has inspired 
various Western artistic expressions, 
including literature and photography, 
from around the world. In addition, this is 
an Indigenous landscape that has retained 
its association with traditional Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in stories, songs, and traditions. 

The nominated property retains a high 
level of integrity. The settlement pattern, 

the mining activities, and the Indigenous 
relationship with the land are intact. The 
gold rush landscape is in good condition. 
It continues to illustrate the impact of a 
gold rush in a living, evolving landscape.

Tr’ondëk–Klondike is comparable to 
other gold rush landscapes. The same 
evidence supporting the three conditions 
will be applied, namely settlement 
patterns and composition, Indigenous 
interactions with the land, the type 
of mining activity, the management 
approach, and the expression of frontier 
culture. 

3.2.c.  List of Comparable 
Sites: Review of 
World Heritage List 
and Tentative List 
Properties

A review of the World Heritage List 
and Tentative Lists (as of 2016) shows no 
nineteenth-century gold rush landscapes.

The World Heritage List currently 
includes a number of sites associated 
with resource extraction including coal, 
iron, copper, salt, and mercury. Sites such 
as the Major Mining Sites of Wallonia 
(Belgium), Sewell Mining Town (Chile), 
Wieliczka and Bochnia Royal Salt Mines 
(Poland), and Heritage of Mercury, 
Almadén and Idrija (Slovenia and Spain) 
offer exceptional evidence of industrial 
complexes that illustrate mining and 
processing. These are not associated with 
colonial and state expansion, and they are 
not gold mining sites.

Similarly, gold and silver extraction 
sites on the World Heritage List and on 
the Tentative Lists illustrate technology, 
land uses, and infrastructure required 
to extract those metals. World Heritage 
sites such as Las Médulas (Spain), and 
Historic Town of Banská Štiavnica and 
the Technical Monuments in its Vicinity 
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Sites Result of a sudden 
significant migration 
and settlement of 
non-Indigenous 
people

Gold Mining Disruption 
of 
Indigenous 
way of life

Major Mining Sites of 
Wallonia (Belgium)

Sewell Mining Town 
(Chile)

Wieliczka and Bochnia 
Royal Salt Mines (Poland)

Heritage of Mercury, 
Almadén and Idrija 
(Slovenia and Spain)

Las Médulas (Spain)

Historic Town of Banská 
Štiavnica and the 
Technical Monuments in 
its Vicinity (Slovakia)

Mining Historical Heritage 
(Spain) (TL)

Sado Complex of Heritage 
Mines, Primarily Gold 
Mines (Japan) (TL)

Kutná Hora: Historical 
Town Centre with the 
Church of St. Barbara and 
the Cathedral of Our Lady 
at Sedlec (Czechia)

Historic Town of San 
Sebastian del Oeste 
(Mexico) (TL)

Historical Town The Royal 
of the Eleven Thousand 
Virgins of Cosala in Sinaloa 
(Mexico) (TL)

Gold Route in Parati and 
its Landscape (Brazil) (TL)

Cultural Landscape 
of the Lower Basin of 
the Chicamocha River 
(Colombia) (TL)

Zaruma ciudad minera 
(Ecuador) (TL)

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Partial

Partial

Partial

Partial

Partial

Partial

No

No

No

No

No

Partial

Partial

Partial

Partial

Partial

Partial

Yes

Yes

Partial

No

Yes

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Table 3.1: Review of World Heritage List and Tentative Lists
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(Slovakia) or sites on Tentative Lists such 
as Mining Historical Heritage (Spain) and 
The Sado Complex of Heritage Mines, 
Primarily Gold Mines (Japan), illustrate 
the various technologies and cultural 
land uses to extract and process precious 
metals. They are not associated with 
colonial and state expansion, and while 
they are significant in terms of their 
association with precious metal mining, 
they stress the significant infrastructure 
related to underground mining of gold 
and silver. Furthermore, they did not 
involve incursions into Indigenous 
traditional territory.

Some sites related to gold extraction 
highlight only the settlements associated 
with the mining activity and not the 
landscape. Sites on the World Heritage 
List, such as Kutná Hora: Historical Town 
Centre with the Church of St. Barbara 
and the Cathedral of Our Lady at Sedlec 
(Czechia), or sites on Tentative Lists such 
as the Historic Town of San Sebastian del 
Oeste and the Historical Town The Royal 
of the Eleven Thousand Virgins of Cosala 
in Sinaloa (both in Mexico) illustrate the 
type of settlement that emerges from 
a deliberate and organized approach. 
In that respect, they do not reflect the 
settlement pattern associated with a 
sudden and massive influx of people. 

Some Tentative Lists include 
landscapes that are associated with 
colonization and gold mining. Sites 
such as the Gold Route in Parati and 
its Landscape (Brazil), the Cultural 
Landscape of the Lower Basin of the 
Chicamocha River (Colombia), and 
Zaruma ciudad minera (Ecuador) 
illustrate the efforts of colonial authorities 
to secure their authority once gold 
had been found. This took the form 
of structured settlement patterns 
and monumental infrastructure such 
as palaces, churches, and military 
barracks. These sites are not comparable, 
because the settlement pattern and 

the relationship with the landscape 
emphasize the authority of the colonial 
power and the response to its demands. 
In contrast, a gold rush landscape 
illustrates the sudden mass migration and 
settlement of non-Indigenous settlers 
and the colonial authority’s response – 
which was to seize this opportunity for 
state expansion. Gold rush frontier towns 
exhibit a settlement pattern emphasizing 
a relationship with the mining landscape 
and architecture that focuses on speed of 
delivery, efficiency, cost-effectiveness, and 
adaptation to environmental conditions. 
See Table 3.1: Review of World Heritage List 
and Tentative Lists.

(i)  Comparable World Heritage 
Sites
Six sites inscribed on the World 

Heritage List are comparable to gold 
rush landscapes. While they do not 
specifically focus on gold mining, they 
are closest in being comparable to 
these types of landscapes because they 
reflect a migration and settlement of 
non-Indigenous settlers, the pursuit of 
mining activities, and the disruption of 
an Indigenous traditional territory. The 
differences that the sudden migrations of 
the nineteenth-century gold rushes have 
made on these landscapes are discussed 
and highlight their place as a significant 
period in human history. The sites are 
located in Brazil and Mexico (see  
Table 3.2).

These sites are associated with the 
Portuguese and Spanish exploration of 
the Americas during the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries, especially their 
effort to secure precious resources for the 
Crown. They became central to sustaining 
the economies of European powers. They 
spurred rushes for these powers as they 
competed for control of land, resources, 
and people. While individuals were lured 
to mine for gold and silver, the State 
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controlled the output, and wealth was 
primarily directed to its benefit. 

On this particular point, the Historic 
Town of Ouro Preto stands out as 
having experienced a rush of people 
from the coast to the interior as well as 
from Portugal. Authorities had trouble 
controlling the output and ensuring that 
the state would benefit from this new-
found wealth. As with the Klondike 
Gold Rush, most of the gold was found 

in alluvial deposits that were accessible 
to individual hand miners and small-
scale operations. However, there is an 
important distinction that is rooted in the 
mercantilist character of the colonization 
of Brazil: that is the exploitation of natural 
resources through slave labour for external 
markets. Indigenous populations were 
used as slave labour to build the mining 
infrastructure and work in the mines. This 
had a significant impact on the ability of 

Table 3.2: Comparable World Heritage Sites

Country

Brazil

Mexico

World Heritage List

Historic Town of Ouro 
Preto

Historic Centre of the 
Town of Diamantina

Historic Centre of the 
Town of Goiás

Historic Centre of 
Zacatecas 

Camino Real de Tierra 
Adentro

Historic Town of 
Guanajuato and 
Adjacent Mines

Key characteristics

• 17th to early 19th century town
• associated with placer gold mining
• illustrates Baroque architecture and the arts

• 18th century town
• associated with diamond mining
•  illustrates adaptation of European cultural 

models to an American context, urban 
planning, and architecture

• 18th and 19th century town
• associated with gold mining
•  illustrates colonization of Central Brazil, 

urban planning, and architecture

• 16th to early 18th century town 
• associated with silver lode mining 
•  illustrates architecture, arts as reflection of 

economic importance, European colonial 
planning, urban planning, and architecture

•  16th to early 19th century route connecting 
mines and settlements

• associated with silver mining
•  illustrates colonization of the region, land 

use, and architecture 

• 16th to early 18th century town
• associated with silver lode mining
•  illustrates Baroque architecture, 

combination of economic and industrial 
aspects of mining, urban planning, and 
architecture
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those populations to maintain a traditional 
relationship with the land. 

While Ouro Preto is a landscape 
that is the result of a sudden important 
migration and settlement of non-
Indigenous people, that distinction 
resulted in a settlement pattern adapted 
to the social and economic needs of 
mercantilist European societies. This 
created a landscape pattern emphasizing 
controlled productivity (for example, 
the type of infrastructure needed to 
house slaves and military officials, 
elaborate architecture asserting the 
power of colonial authorities, and mining 
technology) and transportation (for 
example, roads) to supply the European 
markets. The landscape later evolved in 
the nineteenth century into a mining 
town as industrial infrastructure was 
erected for underground mining.

These six World Heritage sites exhibit 
similarities between each other in their 
settlement pattern and composition, 
Indigenous relationship with the land, 
and mining activity. Carefully planned 
by authorities, they are towns that 
exhibit elaborate architectural elements 
in the areas of domestic, administrative, 
and support infrastructure. The town 
pattern is itself connected to the mining 
areas through roads or other means 
of communication. The Indigenous 
traditional relationship with the land 
was severed at the time of the arrival 
of the colonial powers. The Indigenous 
people were taken for slave labour, 
which effectively disconnected them 
from a traditional relationship with 
their territory. The evidence of the 
Indigenous landscape is disrupted and 
in part expressed in the artistic and 
architectural elements associated with 
the colonial infrastructure. The mining 
activities relate to the lode mining of 
precious metals and stones and are 
now, for most sites, visible only in a 
relic state. The infrastructure shaped the 

landscape through mine shafts and other 
underground mining activities. 

By comparison, Tr’ondëk–Klondike 
exhibits evidence of quickly established 
settlements reflective of a “frontier town” 
approach. The goldfields are connected 
to the settlements, which illustrates a 
complete mining system. The Indigenous 
landscape exhibits the evidence of in situ 
adaptation through continuity, where 
the people retained access to their land 
for subsistence, cultural, social, and 
spiritual reasons. Finally, the mining 
activities relate to the mining of alluvial 
deposits, which requires a different type 
of infrastructure and shapes the land 
differently. 

The key to explaining the differences 
between the nominated property and the 
six World Heritage Sites is the context 
that supports the nineteenth-century gold 
rush as a significant period in human 
history. The sudden, large-scale migration 
and settlement of non-Indigenous settlers 
imposed a landscape pattern that is 
different from the one created following 
the arrival of colonial authorities, settlers, 
labourers, and slaves in Brazil and Mexico. 
The distinctively elaborate architecture 
and town planning in these areas contrasts 
with the more modest, efficient, and 
frontier town approach to settling the 
Americas, Oceania, and South Africa 
during the nineteenth-century gold rushes.

The pursuit of gold mining activities 
by individuals in the nineteenth century 
also shaped the landscape differently, 
since the mining of alluvial deposits 
by individuals organized the landscape 
pattern based on individual access to 
gold deposits as opposed to infrastructure 
concentrated to access a main gold lode. 
Furthermore, the gold rush landscape 
of Tr’ondëk–Klondike was shaped by 
the technology that altered the creek 
beds and the hillsides, whereas the 
Mexican sites, and later the Brazilian 
site, applied technology for mining 
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focused on underground operations. The 
Brazilian site, in particular, evolved from 
a landscape pattern reflecting mercantilist 
approaches to alluvial gold mining, where 
the power of the state and the use of slave 
labour influenced the mining landscape 
pattern, to a mining town relying on lode 
mining operations. 

Lastly, the disruption of an Indigenous 
traditional territory is reflected differently, 
because the drive to secure resources and 
the cultural context of the sixteenth to 
eighteenth centuries led to establishing 
colonial authority in different ways 
from those of the nineteenth-century 
gold rushes. Colonization in Brazil and 
Mexico between the sixteenth and 
eighteenth centuries was driven as much 
by European settlers as it was by forced 
labour, including labour from Indigenous 
populations. The settlement of the 
Americas by colonial powers was in part 
asserted by elaborate religious, military, 
and domestic architecture that displayed 
their wealth. This impacted Indigenous 
populations and their relationship with 
the land. When enslaved, they were no 
longer free to interact with the landscape, 
and the imposition of European colonial 
social structures and its hierarchy 
concealed the Indigenous traditional 
landscape. 

In contrast, the disruption at 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike is illustrated as an 
adaptation to the impact of the sudden 
migration of settlers and to mining 
activities during the gold rush in areas 
where colonial authorities were struggling 
to assert control. The authorities 
emphasized efficient establishment of 
settlements, in the form of frontier towns. 
The Indigenous people adapted to that 
influx of newcomers. This adaptation, 
while challenging for the Indigenous 
people, is legible in the landscape, and 
an authentic Indigenous traditional 
interaction with the land continues.

These World Heritage Sites, in 
addition to the points raised in the 
previous paragraphs, differ from the 
nominated property in the reasons put 
forward for their global significance. 
The Brazilian and Mexican sites were 
inscribed as urban centres, in large part 
for their architectural and town planning 
qualities. While some were inscribed as a 
landscape that includes the mining works 
(for example, Guanajuato and Adjacent 
Mines in Mexico), all six emphasize the 
significant architectural, urban planning, 
and technological achievement in relation 
to colonial settlements. Tr’ondëk–
Klondike is a cultural landscape that 
illustrates the impact of a gold rush on 
the landscape through mining activities as 
well as Indigenous relationships with the 
land. In that respect, it is clearly distinct 
from the sites already inscribed on the 
World Heritage List. It would also address 
a different period in human history from 
that illustrated by the six sites.

In summary, the Brazilian and 
Mexican sites are examples of mining 
landscapes in colonial enterprises that do 
not illustrate a gold rush landscape.

(ii)  List of Comparable Sites 
Not Inscribed on the World 
Heritage List

The comparative environment for 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike is established by 
considering landscapes demonstrating 
the impact of gold rushes. A distinctive 
concentration of these gold rushes 
occurred during the nineteenth century. 

As argued earlier in the document, 
there is a close association between 
gold rushes and colonial expansion. 
The Americas, Oceania, and Africa 
were active destinations of gold rushes 
throughout the nineteenth century, 
providing opportunities for the expansion 
of colonial or state authorities. This 
comparative analysis concentrates on 
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the countries that have had gold rushes 
characterized by a sudden and important 
migration of non-Indigenous settlers in 
pursuit of gold on the traditional territory 
of Indigenous people. These countries 
include the United States, Australia, 

Canada, New Zealand, South Africa, and 
Chile. 

Within each of these countries, gold 
rushes occurred in multiple regions, and 
within each region in multiple areas. 
This created landscapes that, although 

Canada

Yale – Fraser 
River Gold 
Rush

Barkerville – 
Cariboo Gold 
Rush
 

United States

Sumpter and 
Sumpter Valley 
Dredge State 
Heritage Park 
Oregon – Oregon 
Gold Rush

California State 
Parks – California 
Gold Rush:
•  Columbia 

Historic Gold 
Rush Town

•  Marshall Gold 
Discovery

• Empire Mine
• Plumas Eureka
• Malakoff Diggins
•  Old Sacramento
•  recreated 

Huntington 
and Hopkins 
Hardware Store

• Sutter’s Fort
• Shasta
• Bodie
•  Red Rock 

Canyon State 
Park

•  Cuyamaca 
Rancho State 
Park

•  Picacho State 
Recreation Area

Nome – Alaska 
Gold Rush

Australia

Clunes, 
Maldon, 
Castlemaine 
Diggings 
National 
Heritage 
Park, 
Castlemaine, 
Victoria – 
Victorian 
Gold Rush

Kalgoorlie 
and 
Coolgardie, 
Western 
Australia 
– Western 
Australian 
Gold Rush

New 
Zealand

Queenstown 
and 
Arrowtown, 
Otago – 
Otago Gold 
Rush 

Charleston 
and Hokitika, 
West Coast 
– West Coast 
Gold Rush 

South Africa

Pilgrim’s Rest 
and Barberton 
– Transvaal 
Gold Rush

George 
Harrison Park, 
Johannesburg 
– Witwatersrand 
Gold Rush

Chile 

Porvenir – 
Tierra del 
Fuego Gold 
Rush

Table 3.3 : List of Comparable Sites Not Inscribed on the World Heritage List
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centred around goldfields, did not 
necessarily have a single settlement to 
support the mining activities. The gold 
rushes of California, Victoria, Central 
Otago, Western Australia, Fraser Valley, 
and Cariboo each welcomed thousands 
of miners. As the prospectors rushed to 
these areas, they created new settlements 
or expanded existing infrastructure. These 
multiplied at great speed, with some 
acquiring greater importance because of 
their location. Frontier towns were often 
boom towns, meaning that they had 
short-lived functions to support the gold 
rush. Following their “boom,” they either 
disappeared – and became “ghost towns” 
– or they continued on, sometimes 

maintaining gold mining activities but 
for the most part diversifying into other 
economic activities. 

This makes the selection of 
comparable landscapes challenging, as 
each region may be associated with a 
number of settlements that supported 
gold rush activities. Five considerations 
were used in selecting settlements and 
surrounding landscapes for comparison. 

First, the chosen regions are 
associated with gold rushes that together 
defined the larger, international 
phenomenon, as each gold rush attracted 
miners from other rushes. Miners from 
California ended up in Australia and 
South Africa. Australians made their way 

Country

Australia

New Zealand

South Africa

United States

Canada

Chile

Name of Gold Rush

Victorian Gold Rush

Western Australia

Otago Gold Rush

West Coast Gold 
Rush

Witwatersrand Gold 
Rush

California Gold Rush

Oregon Gold Rush

Alaska Gold Rush

Cariboo Gold Rush

Fraser River Gold 
Rush

Tierra del Fuego 
Gold Rush

Indigenous Groups

Dja Dja Wurrung  

Wongi  

Māori  

Māori  

Ndebele  

Wintu, Nisenan Maidu, Miwok, Paiute, Pomo

Umatilla   

Iñupiat  

Dakelhne (Carrier), Stl’atl'imx (Thompson) 
Secwepemc (Shuswap), Tsilhqot’in (Chilcotin), 
Nlaka’pamux (Nicola)

Stó:lō (Coastal Salish),  
Nlaka’pamux (Thompson Salish) 
St’at’imc (Lillooet)

Selk'nam, Kawésqar, Yámanas (Yahgan)

Table 3.4: Main Groups of Indigenous Peoples of the Gold Rush Landscapes
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to New Zealand and South Africa. Mining 
expertise and technology developed in 
New Zealand was exported to Chile and 
Canada. These exchanges of population 
and experiences define the larger 
nineteenth-century event. 

Second, the settlements played a 
role in administering, supporting, and 
servicing these gold rushes regionally. 

Third, the settlements never grew to 
become cities. Examples of settlements 
that became cities include Ballarat in 
Australia and San Francisco in the United 
States. 

Fourth, the settlements are in a 
setting that includes evidence of gold 
mining, allowing the settlements to retain 
some connection with the goldfields. 
This relationship between settlements 
and goldfields articulates the boundaries 
of gold rush landscapes. It is within that 
boundary that the presence of Indigenous 
landscapes is assessed.

Fifth, the settlements’ condition is 
such that sufficient standing buildings and 
structures are present to illustrate the gold 
rush landscape. 

A number of sites have been identified 
that meet all these criteria; they are listed 
in Table 3.3. 

In many cases, the events of the 
gold rush resulted in the permanent 
or temporary interruption of the 
Indigenous people’s physical connection 
to their traditional territory through 
deliberate actions by the newcomers or 
their government, the inability of the 
Indigenous people to adapt, and the 
effects of the introduction of diseases. 
The presence and condition of Indigenous 
landscapes is assessed within the 
boundaries of the gold rush landscapes. 

The information provided in this 
comparative analysis aims to highlight 
the type of impact and its effect on 
the ability of the Indigenous people 
to continue a relationship with their 
land. That ability is considered based 

on its tangible manifestations: how 
Indigenous people use the land and 
shape the landscape. The discussion 
recognizes that oral tradition and spiritual 
relationships with traditional territories 
occur within a diversity of Indigenous 
cultural traditions. The comparative 
analysis focuses only on the tangible 
evidence of cultural transformation or 
use of the landscape for consistency with 
the objectives of the World Heritage 
Convention. Table 3.4 lists the main 
groups of Indigenous peoples who were 
impacted by the selected gold rush 
landscapes.

3.2.d.  Criteria for 
Comparison

The comparison between Tr’ondëk–
Klondike and these sites is based on the 
definition of a gold rush landscape and 
the evidence that supports these sites 
as fitting that definition, namely that 
they are landscapes resulting from a 
sudden settlement of non-Indigenous 
people in lands used and inhabited by 
Indigenous people; the pursuit of gold 
mining activities; and the disruption of 
the Indigenous way of life within their 
traditional homelands. 

The evidence is composed of 
settlement and composition, Indigenous 
interactions with the land, the types 
of mining activity (i.e., extraction, 
transportation, processing, administration, 
and support), the management approach, 
cultural expressions and integrity.  

The criteria for comparison described 
in Table 3.5 are based on the attributes 
of gold rush landscapes, namely the 
five ways that these types of landscapes 
exhibit evidence of their gold rush legacy. 
In addition to these criteria, the sites 
are compared in terms of their integrity 
as gold rush landscapes, namely their 
condition and completeness. Through the 
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Description

The criterion considers the presence of settlement patterns and the settlement 
composition associated with mining and Indigenous activities in the gold rush 
landscape. These include:
•  traditional Indigenous patterns of activities (i.e., whether it is complete or 

interrupted). A complete Indigenous pattern of activities refers to the 
complete representation of patterns that display tangible evidence related 
to subsistence (e.g., fishing sites), spirituality (e.g., burials), settlement 
(e.g., seasonal campsites), movement on the land (e.g., trails), and the 
relationships between them. An Indigenous pattern of activities that 
is interrupted refers to one or more of these components as missing (e.g., 
subsistence sites) in the gold rush landscape.

• frontier town pattern and architecture (i.e., whether it is present or not)
•  relationship between mining and Indigenous patterns in the landscape (i.e., 

whether the patterns coexist or there is a temporal/geographic separation)
•  mining settlement pattern (i.e., whether evidence of extraction, 

transportation, communication, administration, and support services is 
present or not)

• evidence of the claim system (i.e., whether it is visible or not)

The criterion considers the past, contemporary (to the gold rush), and 
current interaction with the land, recognizing that oral tradition and spiritual 
relationships with traditional territories occur within a diversity of Indigenous 
cultural traditions. The comparative analysis focuses only on the tangible 
evidence of cultural transformation or use of the landscape for consistency 
with the objectives of the World Heritage Convention. It includes:
• traditional Indigenous uses of the land
•  impact of the gold rush on the relationship with the land, such as the 

group’s dislocation, adaptation in situ, removal, or disappearance
• Indigenous authority to meet the community’s needs

The type of mining activity is characteristic of the interaction with the land, 
the population movements that occurred historically, the type of deposits, 
and the techniques employed by individuals. Placer mining alters the land 
differently from other types of mining. It considers:
•  the type of mining (i.e., placer or lode mining [hard rock, underground, 

open pit]);
•  ongoing mining (i.e., whether mining is still occurring or not; whether it is 

placer or lode mining)

The criterion explores management in terms of the tools as well as the 
authorities. Specifically, it considers:
•  coexistence of Indigenous and mining management (this reinforces the 

maintenance of the settlement patterns and of the landscape uses. Partial 
management may result in incomplete landscapes.)

•  use management (i.e., whether the predominant use management is for 
mining, Indigenous traditional use, recreation, museum/tourism, etc.)

The criterion considers the cultural expressions associated with each site 
and the scope of these expressions. An iconic site results from its enduring 
impact in shaping the narrative on gold rushes and what they symbolize 
internationally. It acquires an iconic status as a result of its visual and artistic 
power of representation of the event. This is assessed in relation to the other 
criteria and the ability to convey frontier character expressively (for example, 
a conserved living community) or interpretively (for example, a ghost town). 

Criteria for 
comparison

Settlement 
pattern and 
composition

Indigenous 
interaction 
with the land

Type of mining 
activity

Management

Cultural
expressions

Table 3.5: Descriptions of Comparative Criteria
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use of these criteria, one compares the 
significance and condition of various gold 
rush landscapes.

(i) Comparative Analysis
The comparative analysis compares 

gold rush landscapes based on the criteria 
introduced in the previous section. 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike is introduced in the 
narrative and in the comparative tables 
to highlight its distinction as the best 
example of a gold rush landscape.

The analysis considers gold rush 
landscapes within each country to better 
discuss the context of individual gold 
rushes. Each comparison is structured to 
introduce the highlights of the gold rush 
event, the settlements and landscapes 
associated with those highlights, the 
nature of mining activities, the nature of 
Indigenous use and its tangible evidence, 
and a description of the current condition 
and characteristics. This is followed by a 
statement of comparison with Tr’ondëk–
Klondike.

United States
The United States of America 

experienced the first great gold rush of 
the nineteenth century, in California 
in 1849. Individuals from around the 
world, aspiring to improve their situation 
quickly, stampeded toward the source of 
the potential instant wealth. Although 
the gold rushes in North Carolina and in 
Georgia also attracted tens of thousands 
of fortune seekers and also had a 
considerable impact on the Indigenous 
people, the California Gold Rush had 
an international impact that surpassed 
any event before it. This was in part due 
to the advent of new communication 
and transportation technologies. The 
Carolina and Georgia gold rushes left 
little evidence as complete landscapes that 
could be analyzed in comparison to other 
gold rush landscapes. The west coast of 
the country was a hub of mining activity 
for the second half of the century. This 
created a large number of settlements 
across the region that supported gold 
mining activities. However, this analysis 

Description

This criterion compares the condition and the completeness as a gold rush 
landscape. 
This is rated as having integrity as a gold rush landscape or not. 
•  Has integrity (good condition) refers to the gold rush landscape being 

legible in its entirety (e.g., coherent district of gold rush structures, access 
to gold fields, and ongoing mining activity. Patterns of Indigenous activities 
and Indigenous interaction with the land are legible and present). 

•  Does not have integrity refers to some loss in legibility of the gold rush 
landscape (moderate condition) due to disappearance of use, function, 
or key infrastructure (e.g., coherent district of gold rush structures and 
access to sample remains of goldfield infrastructure. Evidence of the 
Indigenous interaction with the land, past or present has lost some 
components, relationships between them, or uses). It may also refer to 
significant loss (poor condition) where the gold rush is illustrated through 
certain components, but they do not provide a landscape perspective (e.g., 
individual historic buildings in a town; evidence of the Indigenous past or 
present has limited or nonexistent evidence).

The site is also distinguished as either a relic (abandoned settlements and 
mining activities) or living.

Table 3.5: Descriptions of Comparative Criteria (cont.)

Criteria for 
comparison

Integrity
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focuses on the regions that had a 
significant and impactful concentration 
of these activities, such as California, 
Oregon, and Alaska. Within each of these 
regions, the settlements that are chosen as 
comparable sites are those that continue 
to convey their gold rush identity, are 
recognized by a government entity, and 
have a connection with a surrounding 
goldfield. 

The California Gold Rush precipitated 
the movement of hundreds of thousands 
of individuals by sea or across a continent 
with the hopes of striking it rich. Close 
to 100 000 people arrived during the 
first year from across the United States 
but also from Europe, Latin America, 
Australia, and China. In total, from 1849 
to 1855, about 300 000 people arrived 
in California as part of the gold rush. 
Throughout the 1860s and 1870s, various 
discoveries prompted rushes in Nevada, 
Oregon, Arizona, Montana, Idaho, 
Colorado, Wyoming, South Dakota, and 
Washington. Hundreds of thousands of 
fortune seekers migrated across the land, 
following the call of the precious metal. 
Camps were built wherever prospectors 
were looking for gold, and in most places 
a settlement emerged within weeks. 
Today, these settlements have mostly 
become ghost towns (for example, Gila 
City, Arizona) or have developed into 
modern cities that bear little resemblance 
to the original settlement (for example, 
Denver, Colorado). Some include 
protected mining landscapes as relics 
connected to vibrant communities that 
no longer pursue mining (for example, 
Cripple Creek and Cripple Creek Historic 
District, Colorado). 

The relationship between prospectors 
and Indigenous peoples was one of 
conflict from the outset. It stemmed in 
part from competition for access to the 
same land for different uses, and also 
from the authorities’ intent to expand 
west, at the expense of the Indigenous 

people. Settlers, miners, and authorities 
carried out policies that denied the 
Indigenous people access to the land 
and therefore to food. In some cases, 
assaults on Indigenous people and 
settlements led to numerous deaths and 
increased the pressure for their departure. 
Some, fearing the proximity of miners 
and newcomers, decided to vacate the 
space and seek areas where they could 
live peacefully. Over the course of the 
California and Oregon gold rushes, the 
various Indigenous people were at war or 
fleeing their lands.

The most evocative illustration of an 
American gold rush landscape is located 
in California and is best captured by the 
California State Parks. In addition 
to those, Sumpter and the Sumpter 
Valley Dredge State Heritage Park 
in Oregon offer an illustration of later 
mining operations contemporary to those 
at Tr’ondëk–Klondike. Finally, Nome 
in Alaska describes one of the last gold 
rushes, immediately after that of the 
Klondike. 

California
The California State Parks include 

about a dozen sites of importance 
directly related to the gold rush. The 
individual sites include settlements 
(such as Columbia Historic Gold Rush 
Town, Bodie, Shasta, Picacho, and Old 
Sacramento), workings (such as Empire 
Mine, Malakoff Diggins, Marshall Gold 
Discovery, and Red Rock Canyon State 
Park), and industrial infrastructure (such 
as Plumas Eureka). The individual parks 
illustrate components of a larger gold 
rush landscape. Each location is itself 
connected to a more immediate landscape 
that may have retained elements of 
the gold rush landscape. For example, 
Marshall Gold Discovery State Park is 
in the vicinity of Coloma, a town that 
is mostly abandoned but has retained 
a significant number of structures 
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associated with the gold rush. Tours 
that start at the State Park and connect 
Coloma and the Coloma Valley are 
organized to give visitors a sense of the 
former goldfields, settlements, and mining 
activity. The focus of this comparison is 
on the California State Parks themselves, 
as they offer a complete picture of the 
gold rush in California and they are 
designated and supported by legislation to 
protect historic places.

Considered together, the California 
State Parks provide an outline of a 
settlement pattern for a gold rush 
landscape. Within that pattern, there 
is tangible evidence of extraction, 
transportation, communication, 
administration, and support services. The 
location of the first discovery, a frontier 
town, mining communities, ghost towns, 
underground mines, and hydraulic 
mining pits are all within state parks that 
give visitors an understanding of the gold 
rush era. 

The settlements, some relic and 
some living, retain their frontier town 
character through their street grid pattern 
that includes a main street lined with 
stores showcasing painted façades, as 
well as infrastructure that uses materials 
and architectural designs that define 
these towns. Bodie is a ghost town that 
showcases an abandoned settlement 
following the bust, while Old Sacramento 
is a historic district located in the middle 
of a vibrant modern city. 

The settlement and land-use pattern 
shows the impact of mining over the 
course of the gold rush. The settlement 
pattern for mining activities describes 
the relationship between workings (for 
example, at first placer mining along 
the creeks and then lode mining) and 
the infrastructure required to extract 
and transport gold. The mining works 
showcase the technology used, from 
hand digging a shaft and tunnelling, to 
the use of powerful water monitors. The 

settlement pattern describes the mining 
activities that occurred during the gold 
rush. There is some visible evidence of the 
claim system in discrete locations. Today, 
these sites serve to interpret the period 
and do not have an active mining use.

The Indigenous settlement pattern 
illustrates the relationship between people 
and their traditional territory before 
the gold rush. The Indigenous people’s 
relationship with the land was physically 
disrupted at the time of the gold rush. The 
Indigenous people living in plains, valleys, 
mountains, and plateaus primarily 
depended on hunting, gathering, and 
fishing for their subsistence, their cultural 
practices, and all aspects of domestic and 
social life. With the arrival of miners and 
authorities, policies that favoured miners 
and settlers had a detrimental effect on 
the Indigenous people. In some instances, 
access to creeks for salmon fishing, hills 
and plains to hunt, and places to gather 
nuts and berries was restricted because 
of mining activities or the presence of 
settlers. The Wintu, Nisenan Maidu, 
Miwok, Paiute, and Pomo were all 
significantly affected by the California 
Gold Rush. That impact included forced 
relocation, loss of access to food sources, 
and loss of access to sacred places. 

The Indigenous interaction with 
the land is mostly evident through 
archaeological records and includes 
hunting and butchering sites, fishing 
sites, rock art, settlements/campsites, and 
routes. Today’s relationship with the land 
is influenced by government limits on 
access as well as by Indigenous people’s 
ongoing connection to their values 
and their practice of social and cultural 
activities. The changed ways in which 
Indigenous people interact with the 
land today illustrate the disruption that 
occurred in the past and their current and 
ongoing efforts to reconnect with their 
territory.
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Placer mining was the initial mining 
activity. Various techniques were used, 
including sluice boxes, rocker boxes, 
hydraulic mining, and underground 
mining that was accomplished by 
hand-dug shafts and tunnelling. As the 
placer gold was exhausted, lode mining 
took over. This required significant 
infrastructure and machines. Today, 
there are no mining activities within the 
California sites.

The gold rush sites of the California 
State Parks are protected areas that 
include a variety of recreational uses. 
In some cases, they are historic districts 
used for interpretive or tourism-
related activities. The sites are under 
management by State authorities, with 
some municipal responsibilities where 
appropriate. While certain areas of 
the goldfields may still be mined for 
gold, the management of those areas 
is disconnected from the settlements. 
This management context illustrates the 
disappearance of active mining as well as 
the disruption of the Indigenous people’s 
traditional relationship with the land.

The California State Parks gold rush 
sites are iconically associated with the 
original phenomenon of a gold rush and 
are an illustration of a frontier culture. 
They have inspired various Western 
artistic expressions (such as literature 
and photography) internationally. The 
State Parks nurture the iconic stature by 
offering tours, living-history experiences, 
and other activities that build on the 
iconic attraction for the gold rush period. 

The California State Parks gold 
rush sites do not have integrity as a 
gold rush landscape. The settlement 
pattern is in moderate condition, since 
various components of the landscape are 
interrupted by ongoing modern activities. 
While this series of sites taken together 
provides an illustration of a landscape, the 
relationships between the individual sites 

are impacted, challenging the legibility 
of the entire gold rush landscape. The 
settlements are for the most part ghost 
towns, except for Old Sacramento and 
Columbia state historic parks. They 
illustrate an incomplete gold rush 
landscape in a relic state.

Oregon
By the early 1860s, much of the 

rush activity in California had ended, 
as more promising deposits were 
discovered elsewhere. Oregon was one 
such destination in which a number of 
settlements were founded next to newly 
discovered goldfields. 

Sumpter, one of those settlements, 
was founded in 1862 around the 
discovery of alluvial deposits. The 
landscape mirrors that of the California 
experience. The settlement displays 
the typical elements of a frontier town, 
with its main street lined by stores and 
service providers, and a grid pattern that 
organizes the buildings. The architectural 
elements and the building materials 
support the character of a frontier town. 

The settlement pattern describes the 
mining activities that occurred during 
the gold rush. The town is located in the 
original setting of the valleys where the 
gold was found and remains connected 
to the goldfields. The landscape pattern 
showcases extraction, transportation, 
communication, administration, and 
support services. The settlement and land-
use pattern shows the impact of mining 
over the course of the gold rush and in 
the years that followed. The settlement 
pattern for mining activities describes 
the relationship between workings (for 
example, placer mining in the creeks 
and lode mining) and the infrastructure 
required to extract and transport the gold 
(for example, Sumpter Dredge). There is 
no visible evidence of the claim system.
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The same policies were applied in 
Oregon as were applied in California 
with regards to Indigenous people. 
The people living in the Sumpter area, 
including the Umatilla, had their access 
to sources of food, including salmon, 
wild game, and bison, limited by the 
miners and government officials. The 
Indigenous people’s relationship with 
the land was physically disrupted at 
the time of the gold rush. That impact 
included forced relocation and loss of 
access to food sources and to sacred 
places. The Indigenous interaction with 
the land is illustrated mostly through 
archaeological evidence that includes 
hunting and butchering sites, fishing sites, 
settlements/campsites, and trails. The 
Indigenous settlement pattern illustrates 
the relationship between people and their 
traditional territory before the gold rush. 
The changed ways in which Indigenous 
people interact with the land today 
illustrate the disruption that occurred in 
the past and their current and ongoing 
efforts to reconnect with their territory, 
as their traditional use has been impeded 
by non-Indigenous settlements. Today’s 
relationship with the land is influenced by 
government limits on access as well as by 
Indigenous people’s ongoing connection 
to their values and their practice of social 
and cultural activities. 

Placer mining was the initial mining 
activity. Various techniques were used, 
including sluice boxes, rocker boxes, 
hydraulic mining, and hand-dug 
underground mining. However, within 
a decade, much of those deposits had 
been exhausted, which led to the more 
intensive lode mining. This required 
more permanent infrastructure to bring 
the ore to the surface and the use of 
mills to process the veins of gold within 
the quartz. By 1895, three dredges were 
brought to facilitate the extraction of the 
remaining placer deposits. By the second 
decade of the twentieth century, much 

of the mining activity had ceased. Today, 
there are limited mining activities.

Sumpter is a living and active 
community managed by a town council. 
The historic district is managed for 
tourism-related activities. The Sumpter 
Valley Dredge Historic State Park is under 
management from State authorities. 
This management context illustrates the 
disappearance of active mining as well as 
the disruption of the Indigenous people’s 
traditional relationship with the land.

Sumpter, like many gold rush sites, 
is associated with the gold rush era and 
is an illustration of a frontier culture. 
As such, it builds on that association to 
attract visitors and nurtures that period 
identity. 

Sumpter, including its goldfields, does 
not have integrity as a gold rush landscape. 
The mining pattern has been disrupted 
by activities unrelated to mining. The 
settlement pattern of the town – its street 
grid – is still legible based on photographic 
comparisons. The settlement suffered a 
devastating fire in 1917, which according 
to historical records destroyed much of the 
town. The town and the dredge provide an 
incomplete illustration of a relic gold rush 
landscape. 

Alaska
Nome is known as the location of 

one of the last great gold rushes. As with 
the earlier events, settlement happened 
quickly, motivated here by the thousands 
of prospectors who arrived in 1899. The 
Nome settlement continued the gold 
rush tradition of quickly erecting wood-
framed structures to provide shelter 
and services for the mining activities. 
Businesses were aligned along the main 
street. The architecture and the street grid 
were typical of a frontier town. By 1905, 
Nome had schools, churches, newspapers, 
a hospital, saloons, stores, and other 
businesses. A hothouse nearby provided 
fresh vegetables.
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The settlement pattern for mining 
activities describes the relationship 
between workings (for example, creeks 
and beaches) and the infrastructure 
required to extract and transport gold. 
The landscape pattern describes the 
mining activities that occurred during 
the gold rush. The settlement pattern 
showcases extraction, transportation, 
communication, administration, and 
support services. By the time the rush 
of miners arrived in Nome, most creeks 
had been staked. When gold was 
discovered on the beach, miners turned 
their attention to that source, which 
created a distinctive type of gold rush 
landscape. The beaches could not be 
staked for claims because of a government 
regulation. The settlement and land-use 
pattern shows the interaction of mining 
and Indigenous activities over the course 
of the gold rush and in the years that 
followed. 

The Iñupiat were the Indigenous 
people whom the prospectors 
encountered at the time of the gold rush. 
These were people who had lived in 
that region for thousands of years, with 
traditional knowledge of the locations 
for abundant resources. They were 
nomadic hunter-gatherers dependent on 
sea mammals, caribou, migratory birds, 
and fish. They were heavily involved 
in trading, both within their traditional 
territory and over long distances. The 
Iñupiat had been trading with Europeans 
for close to a century by the time the 
rush began in Nome. They were also 
traditional whalers and had become 
heavily involved in the whaling industry. 
The gold rush was an opportunity 
for the Indigenous people to migrate 
toward Nome to sell crafts, to trade, 
and for some to get involved in mining. 
Eventually, this also became an opening 
for the government’s acculturation 
program to be applied through education, 

evangelization, and attempts to coerce 
the Iñupiat to herd reindeer. This last 
point was in part possible because the 
wild caribou herds had been considerably 
reduced by the activities of non-
Indigenous people in the area. The gold 
rush added further pressure to remove 
the Indigenous people from the land.

The Indigenous people’s relationship 
with the land was physically disrupted 
at the time of the gold rush. The 
evidence of Indigenous interaction with 
the land and the sea within the gold 
rush landscape is in the past through 
archaeological evidence and includes 
hunting, settlements/campsites, and trails, 
and through historical and ethnographic 
evidence of access to the coast for sea 
mammal hunting and to the land for 
caribou hunting. Today’s relationship with 
the land is influenced by government 
limits on access based on the terms of a 
settlement act, as well as by Indigenous 
people’s ongoing connection to their 
values and their practice of social and 
cultural activities. The Iñupiat were 
affected by the gold rush through forced 
settlement and limited access to food 
sources. The changed ways in which 
Indigenous people interact with the 
land today illustrate the disruption that 
occurred in the past and their current 
and ongoing efforts to reconnect with 
their territory. The Indigenous settlement 
pattern illustrates the relationship 
between people and their traditional 
territory before and during the gold rush.

Placer mining was the predominant 
activity. Various techniques were 
used, including sluice boxes, rocker 
boxes, hydraulic mining, and hand-
dug underground mining. The mining 
consisted of panning for gold on the 
beach, later evolving to sluices and 
boxes on the beach and in the creeks. 
Eventually, it became increasingly 
mechanized to include hydraulic mining 
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Criteria for 
comparison

Settlement 
pattern and 

composition

Indigenous 
interaction 
with the land

Type of 
mining 
activity

Management

Indigenous 
landscape

Frontier 
town 
pattern and 
architecture

Mining and 
Indigenous 
patterns

Complete 
mining 
settlement 
pattern

Evidence of 
claim system

Type of 
mining

Ongoing 
mining

Cooperative 
Indigenous 
and mining 
management

Use 
management

Tr’ondëk–
Klondike

Complete

Yes

Coexistence 
of mining and 
Indigenous 
landscape

Yes

Yes

It illustrates 
disruption 
and in situ 
adaptation 
through 
continuity.

Placer mining 

Yes, placer 
mining

Yes

Mining, 
Indigenous 
traditional use

California State 
Parks

Interrupted

Yes

Mining and 
archaeological 
evidence of 
Indigenous 
landscapes

Partial

Partial

Current 
Indigenous 
interactions 
illustrate the 
disruption that 
occurred and 
their ongoing 
efforts to 
reconnect with 
the land.

Placer mining 
followed by lode 
mining

No

No

Loss of mining, 
loss of Indigenous 
use

Sumpter

Interrupted

Yes

Mining and 
archaeological 
evidence of 
Indigenous 
landscapes

Yes

No

Current 
Indigenous 
interactions 
illustrate the 
disruption that 
occurred and 
their ongoing 
efforts to 
reconnect with 
the land.

Placer mining 
followed by lode 
mining

Yes, placer 
mining

No

Mining, loss of 
indigenous use 

Nome

Complete

Partial

Partial 
coexistence 
evidence of 
Indigenous 
landscapes

Partial

No

Current 
Indigenous 
interactions 
illustrate the 
disruption, 
adaptation, and 
ongoing efforts 
to maintain 
connection 
with the land.

Placer mining

Yes, placer 
mining

Partial

Mining, partial 
Indigenous use

Table 3.6: Summary of Comparative Analysis of US Sites 
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and dredging. Today, placer mining 
continues. 

Nome is a living and active 
community managed by a town council. 
The claim system is managed by the State 
Department of Natural Resources. There 
are a number of historic designations of 
buildings and structures. Mining activities 
occur on the beach, in the tidal areas and, 
increasingly, offshore in the Bering Strait. 
The Indigenous people carry out some 
traditional practices on the land and on 
the sea, including hunting sea mammals. 
This management context illustrates 
the continuing active mining as well as 
adaptation through ongoing efforts to 
maintain a relationship following the 
disruption of the Indigenous people’s 
traditional relationship with the land. 

Nome, including its goldfields, like 
many gold rush sites, is associated 
with the gold rush era, and Nome is an 

illustration of a frontier culture through 
its architecture and its location. 

Nome, including its goldfields, 
does not have integrity as a gold rush 
landscape. The settlement pattern 
continues to display evidence of mining-
related activities. The settlement has 
suffered from a series of fires and 
storms, especially in 1905 and 1934, 
that destroyed most of the gold rush era 
structures of the town. The frontier town 
has retained some of its architectural 
and planning characteristics but is not a 
coherent district. The landscape displays 
evidence of adaptation by the Indigenous 
people in use for traditional purposes. 
The relationship between mining and 
Indigenous patterns in the landscape is 
not clearly articulated. The town provides 
an incomplete illustration of a gold 
rush landscape because of the missing 
components tied to the gold rush era.

Table 3.6: Summary of Comparative Analysis of US Sites (cont.)

Criteria for 
comparison

Cultural 
expressions

Integrity

Tr’ondëk–
Klondike

Tr’ondëk–
Klondike is a 
landscape that 
has become 
iconically 
associated with 
gold rushes and 
is an expressive 
illustration of a 
frontier culture. 

Has integrity. It 
continues as a 
living, evolving 
gold rush 
landscape.

It is in good 
condition

California State 
Parks

The California 
gold rush sites 
are iconically 
associated with 
the original 
phenomenon of 
a gold rush and 
are an interpretive 
illustration of a 
frontier culture.

Do not have 
integrity. They 
illustrate a gold 
rush landscape in 
a relic state.

The landscape 
is in moderate 
condition.

Sumpter

Sumpter, like 
many gold 
rush sites, is 
associated 
with the gold 
rush era and 
is a partially 
expressive 
illustration of a 
frontier culture. 

Does not have 
integrity. The 
town and the 
dredge illustrate 
an incomplete 
relic gold rush 
landscape.

The landscape 
is in moderate 
condition.

Nome

Nome, like many 
gold rush sites, 
is associated 
with the gold 
rush era and is 
an expressive 
illustration of a 
frontier culture. 

Does not have 
integrity. The 
town illustrates 
an incomplete 
gold rush 
landscape.

The landscape 
is in moderate 
condition.
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Summary of Comparison with 
Sites in the United States

The similarities between the 
California, Oregon, and Alaska sites 
and Tr’ondëk–Klondike are based on 
the prospecting of alluvial gold deposits 
by individual miners, the emergence 
of frontier town settlements that were 
quickly built using available materials, 
and the maintenance of settlement 
patterns. There are, however, significant 
differences. The California sites, for the 
most part, are relic sites of the gold rush 
periods. In addition, while together they 
form a landscape illustrating the gold 
rush, that landscape is interrupted by 
distance and developments that over the 
years have destroyed the relationships 
between the components. The Indigenous 
physical relationship with the landscape 
was severed at the time of the gold rush. 
While there are archaeological sites 
associated with an Indigenous occupation, 
the coexistence that allows the Tr’ondëk–
Klondike landscape to illustrate a joint 
presence of mining and Indigenous 
relations with the land is generally absent 
in the United States sites, except in Nome 
where the Iñupiat adapted to the changes 
to maintain hunting practices. The site of 
Sumpter in Oregon illustrates a landscape 
associated with later phases of gold 
mining and mainly lode mining. 

Tr’ondëk–Klondike stands out as 
an evolving landscape that maintains 
active placer mining, which in turn 
maintains the landscape features that 
characterize the gold rush landscape. It 
includes all aspects of the mining and of 
the Indigenous interaction with the land 
in a coherent landscape, supported by 
management practices that maintain a 
cultural landscape. 

Australia
In 1851, the discovery of gold in 

Ballarat was publicized widely, which led 
to Australia’s first major gold rush and 

the beginning of nearly two decades of 
intense gold mining activity in the states 
of Victoria and New South Wales. Coming 
on the heels of the great California gold 
rush of 1849, Australia’s gold rushes 
became international magnets for tens 
of thousands of fortune seekers. Gold 
rush towns such as Ballarat, Melbourne, 
Creswick, Avoca, Ararat, Maryborough, 
Maldon, Castlemaine, and Clunes 
emerged quickly to support mining 
activities; they also served the colonial 
authorities’ intent to expand settlement. 
Previous gold discoveries had been 
discouraged by authorities who did 
not want to distract from their primary 
goal of encouraging sheep farming. 
However, significant gold discoveries 
offered a different motivation – increased 
settlement – for authorities to relent. In 
1892, a significant discovery attracted 
miners to Western Australia. Two major 
settlements emerged there: Kalgoorlie 
and Coolgardie.

The settlement patterns that emerged 
from the Australian gold rushes were 
consistent in most locations: a large 
number of prospectors invaded the 
countryside, staked claims (legally or 
not), set up tents, and began digging for 
shallow surface alluvial gold. As alluvial 
gold became scarce, the miners turned to 
underground mines to tap into reef gold. 

The most common technique 
employed by miners during these gold 
rushes was quartz reef mining, which 
consisted of digging trenches, extracting 
quartz, and crushing the quartz to 
separate the gold. Other techniques 
included sluicing and puddling, which 
required horse-drawn machines that 
removed all the dirt, stripping gullies 
and hillsides to their bedrock. These 
techniques scarred the land, leading 
some witnesses to compare the mining 
landscapes to devastated battlegrounds. 
The goldfields were large, open areas 
sculpted by gullies and peppered with 
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evidence of digging, sifting, processing, 
and trenching, leaving behind tailings and 
holes of various sizes. 

The mining camps were initially 
no more than canvas tents pegged to 
the ground on dirt floors. To support 
these mining communities, settlements 
often emerged along the roads that led 
to the goldfields. As administrative and 
service functions developed, a grid-like 
pattern was surveyed to formalize the 
settlements. These frontier towns were 
characterized by buildings that used 
easily available materials, mainly wood 
and corrugated metal. The first buildings 
erected often included police stations, 
government administration buildings, 
post offices, hotels, stores, and churches. 
The settlements were connected by road 
and sometimes by rail to other centres. 

When the first settlers, mainly 
farmers, had moved into the area, 
they encountered resistance from the 
Wadawurrung and the Dja Dja Wurrung, 
the Indigenous people of the Ballarat and 
Castlemaine regions, because the settlers’ 
sheep were competing with their use of 
the land. The mass arrival of prospectors 
increased this pressure on the land by 
taking over camping sites, disturbing 
wildlife, destroying habitats, and 
affecting sacred sites. Indigenous people 
were displaced and in some instances 
forcibly moved to areas outside the 
goldfields. Some did participate in the 
gold rush as miners, pastoral labourers, 
and guides, but for the most part they 
lived on the margins of the emerging 
new society.  
The Indigenous landscape was 
permanently altered and its people 
disconnected from it.

The fate of these gold rush towns 
and landscapes has varied considerably. 
Some, such as Melbourne and Ballarat, 
have become large cities. Others, such 
as Maldon, Clunes, and Castlemaine, 
have retained their character as frontier 

towns in ways that are comparable to 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike. 

Maldon
Maldon and its historic area is one 

of the state of Victoria’s best-preserved 
settlements from the 1850s. Founded 
in 1851, it was an important centre that 
served about 10 000 people in its heyday. 
Along its main street, decorated façades 
advertised services. The buildings for 
its civic institutions and larger service 
providers were constructed by combining 
affordable material such as corrugated 
metal and wood with stronger materials 
such as brick and stone. Maldon was 
established in a grid pattern, although 
with irregularities, and it typifies the 
frontier town.

The surrounding landscape includes 
the remains of various structures, pieces 
of machinery, trails, and mines that recall 
the intense gold mining activity in the 
second half of the nineteenth century. 
Although no clear evidence of the claim 
system exists, the goldfields illustrate a 
mix of mining approaches that includes 
alluvial deposit mining as well as lode 
mining methods. The settlement and 
land-use pattern shows the impact of 
mining over the course of the gold rush 
and the years that followed. The mining 
settlement pattern reflects all aspects of 
activity from extraction, transportation, 
communication, administration, and 
support services. Sheep farming has also 
helped to shape the landscape. Today, no 
active mining takes place, and the town 
relies mostly on tourism and on activities 
related to culture and the arts. 

When the prospectors arrived, the 
Dja Dja Wurrung were living in the 
region. These hunter-gatherers camped 
along waterways and wetlands to access 
plants, fish, and animals to sustain 
themselves. Evidence of their interaction 
with the land includes middens, burial 
sites, scarred trees, and artifacts. The 
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arrival of settlers and miners led to 
forced relocation, dispossession, and 
forced labour on sheep and cattle farms. 
The settlement pattern associated with 
Indigenous use of the land is present in 
archaeological form. Today, the Dja Dja 
Wurrung have signed an agreement that 
recognizes their ownership over the land 
and their need to be able to carry out 
cultural, social, and spiritual practices. 
Current Indigenous interactions with 
their territory illustrate the disruption 
that took place and the ongoing work to 
maintain the connection with the land.

In the early days of the gold rush, 
placer mining was the initial activity. 
Various techniques were used, including 
sluice boxes and rocker boxes. As the 
alluvial deposits were quickly exhausted, 
miners focused on reefs and began 
adopting technology to crush the gold-
bearing quartz. The depth of the shafts 
and the complexity of the activity shifted 
operations toward large companies, 
which in turn ushered in the industrial 
infrastructure to carry out mining 
activities. There is currently no active 
mining.

Today, Maldon, with its surroundings 
including the goldfields, is managed by 
the Mount Alexander Shire Council. 
Over the years, the council has adopted 
management tools to conserve and 
interpret the town and the goldfields; a 
historic reserve protects the goldfields. 
The Dja Dja Wurrung are involved in 
decisions that relate to Indigenous matters 
and sites. This management context 
illustrates the disappearance of active 
mining as well as the ongoing efforts 
to reconnect following the disruption 
of the Indigenous people’s traditional 
relationship with the land.

Maldon, with its goldfields, is 
associated with gold rushes. The town’s 
character attracted artists, poets and 
photographers, and it plays an important 

role in Australian national identity. This 
was further reinforced after 1960, when 
the National Trust declared it the first 
“notable town.” The designation led to 
pioneering conservation approaches, 
strengthening its appeal for artistic and 
tourism purposes. 

Maldon, including its goldfields, 
does not have integrity as a gold rush 
landscape. The settlement pattern of 
the town’s core is in good condition. 
It has retained a concentration of gold 
rush era buildings in the core that 
allows the community to continue to 
exhibit frontier town qualities. The main 
street is lined with buildings from the 
gold rush era that are actively used by 
everyday businesses. The settlement 
pattern of the mining landscape is in good 
condition, as the connections between 
components are generally legible. The 
goldfields are managed with a broader 
view of connecting the resources with 
the town. The Indigenous way of life is 
demonstrated by archaeological features 
from before the gold rush period and little 
evidence of active continuous Indigenous 
use after the gold rush. This particular 
element points to the loss of integrity 
as a gold rush landscape; its condition is 
moderate.

Maldon continues to illustrate a gold 
rush landscape as an evolving cultural 
landscape. Mining landscape elements 
are now relics. The Indigenous way of life 
was disrupted by the gold rush and other 
settlement activities.

Clunes
Clunes is similar to other gold rush 

towns of Victoria in its pattern and 
architectural character. The town has 
been well preserved. Its main distinction 
is in being associated with the state’s first 
registered gold discovery in 1851. Placer 
mining was short-lived because, unlike 
at most other fields in Victoria, alluvial 
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deposits were minimal. Successful mining 
required access to deeper gold deposits. 
Companies took over the operations from 
individuals, and significant infrastructure 
and mining technology were put in place. 
However, this came to an end in 1881 
when revenue was insufficient to sustain 
the mining. 

Clunes was established in a grid 
pattern, and the settlement emerged 
quickly. It exhibited the architectural 
and material characteristics of a frontier 
town, including a main street along 
which mining-related services and 
administrative buildings were located.

The goldfields exhibit evidence of 
placer mining as well as later lode mining. 
The settlement and land-use pattern 
shows the impact of mining over the 
course of the gold rush and later years. 
The mining settlement pattern includes 
all aspects of activity from extraction, 
transportation, communication, 
administration, and support services. 
Pastoral and agricultural activities were 
important in shaping the landscape as 
well.

The Indigenous interaction with 
the land and the context of its change 
are similar to those for Maldon. The 
settlement pattern associated with 
Indigenous use of the land is present in 
archaeological form. Current Indigenous 
interactions with their territory illustrate 
the disruption that took place and the 
ongoing work to maintain the connection 
with the land. 

Placer mining was the initial mining 
activity in the goldfields of Clunes. 
Various techniques were used, including 
sluice boxes and rocker boxes. As the 
alluvial deposits were quickly exhausted, 
miners focused on reefs and began 
adopting technology to crush the gold-
bearing quartz. The depth of the shafts 
and the complexity of the activity shifted 
operations toward large companies and 
the industrial infrastructure needed to 

carry out the mining. Today, no active 
mining takes place.

Clunes, with its surroundings 
including the goldfields, is managed by 
the Hepburn Shire Council. The council 
has developed various studies to assess 
heritage value and interpret the town 
and its goldfields. The Dja Dja Wurrung 
are involved in decisions that relate 
to Indigenous matters and sites. This 
management context illustrates the 
disappearance of active mining as well as 
the ongoing efforts to reconnect following 
the disruption of the Indigenous people’s 
traditional relationship with the land.

Clunes, with its goldfields, is 
associated with gold rushes. Its 
character attracted artists, poets, and 
photographers. It plays an important 
role regionally and, along with other 
Australian gold rush sites, in national 
identity. 

Clunes, with its goldfields, does not 
have integrity as a gold rush landscape. 
The settlement pattern of the town is in 
good condition. Its excellent collection of 
buildings from the gold rush era allows it 
to continue to exhibit some frontier town 
qualities, despite its evolution toward a 
more established town. The main street, 
which has retained its original width, 
is lined with buildings from the time 
of the gold rush that are actively used 
by everyday businesses. The goldfields 
mining pattern and composition are in 
moderate condition. Evidence of the 
Indigenous interactions with the land is 
demonstrated by archaeological features 
from before the gold rush; however, 
there is little evidence of continuous 
adaptation of Indigenous use after the 
gold rush, and the landscape is no longer 
shaped by placer mining. The presence of 
agricultural and pastoral activities has also 
shaped the landscape differently than a 
landscape that was predominantly shaped 
by placer mining.
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Castlemaine
Castlemaine, with its goldfields, is 

the result of gold mining activity begun 
in 1851. In 1852, six months after the 
discovery, the first government camps 
were set up to begin establishing the 
settlement. Within a couple of years, a 
post office, entertainment halls, various 
stores, and a hospital were erected 
to serve some 8000 miners. When 
gold mining ended in 1880, the town 
diversified its activities and developed a 
thriving manufacturing sector around 
breweries, iron works, and mills, many 
of them still operating. It is a large 
settlement with grand public buildings 
such as the market building, banks, 
hotels, a library, halls, a century-old 
botanical garden, and many churches. 
It also established a main railway link to 
Melbourne and a branch line to Maldon. 
The goldfields, known as Castlemaine 
Diggings, are now protected as a national 
heritage park and contain numerous 
mining works, relics from the machines 
used, and landscape evidence of the 
mining techniques applied, such as 
puddling and dredging. Castlemaine 
Diggings has the most extant layers of 
evidence of multiple operating periods. 
It has been considered for Australia's 
Tentative List.

Castlemaine was established in a 
grid pattern. The settlement emerged 
quickly, exhibiting the characteristics of 
a frontier town, including a main street 
lined with mining-related services and 
administrative buildings. The goldfields 
display the pattern of placer mining, the 
huts and houses, and other infrastructure 
required to carry out mining. The 
settlement and land-use pattern shows 
the impact of mining over the course of 
the gold rush and the years that followed. 
The mining settlement pattern includes 
all aspects of activity from extraction, 
transportation, communication, 
administration, and support services. 

There is some evidence of a claim 
system in the Diggings but those were 
substantially reworked in the 1930s. As 
in Maldon and Clunes, sheep farming 
activities were important in shaping the 
landscape.

The Indigenous interaction with the 
land and the context of its change are 
similar to those of Maldon and Clunes. 
The settlement pattern associated with 
Indigenous use of the land is present in 
archaeological form. Current Indigenous 
interactions with their traditional 
territory, which includes some access 
to special places for community uses, 
illustrate the disruption that took place 
and the ongoing work to maintain the 
connection with the land.

As in Maldon and Clunes, placer 
mining was the initial mining activity 
in the Castlemaine gold rush. Various 
techniques were used, including sluice 
boxes and rocker boxes. As the alluvial 
deposits were quickly exhausted, miners 
focused on reefs and began adopting 
technology to crush the gold-bearing 
quartz. The depth of the shafts and 
the complexity of the activity shifted 
operations toward large companies and 
the industrial infrastructure needed to 
carry out the mining. Today, no active 
mining takes place.

Castlemaine, along with its goldfields, 
is managed by the Mount Alexander 
Shire Council. Over the years, the council 
has adopted a series of management tools 
that allow it to conserve and interpret 
the town as well as the goldfields. The 
Castlemaine Diggings National Heritage 
Park is managed by the State of Victoria. 
The Dja Dja Wurrung are involved in 
decisions that relate to Indigenous matters 
and sites. This management context 
illustrates the disappearance of active 
mining as well as the ongoing efforts 
to reconnect following the disruption 
of the Indigenous people’s traditional 
relationship with the land.
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Castlemaine, including its goldfields, 
is associated with gold rushes. Their 
character attracted artists, poets, and 
photographers. They play an important 
role, as do the other gold rush landscapes, 
in national Australian identity. 

Castlemaine, including its goldfields, 
has integrity as a gold rush landscape. The 
settlement pattern of the town is in good 
condition. It has retained a significant 
number of buildings from the gold rush 
era that allow it to continue to exhibit 
frontier town qualities. The main street 
continues to be lined with buildings 
from the time of the gold rush that are 
actively used by everyday businesses. 
The settlement pattern of the mining 
landscape is in good condition: the 
connections between components are 
generally legible. The pastoral activities 
have not impacted the legibility of the 
gold rush landscape. The goldfields 
are managed with a broader view of 
connecting the resources with the town. 
Castlemaine Digging National Heritage 
Park is an exceptional time capsule of the 
gold rush that includes a largely intact 
1850s alluvial mining landscape, evidence 
from the various technologies applied 
to extract gold, and a rich illustration of 
the various domestic, administrative, and 
industrial elements associated with gold 
mining. The Indigenous way of life is 
illustrated through archaeological features 
from before the gold rush period and 
some discrete tangible evidence of active 
continuous Indigenous use since then.

Castlemaine, with its goldfields, 
illustrates the impact of a gold rush in 
a landscape that no longer supports 
mining. Mining landscape elements are 
in relic state. The Indigenous way of 
life has been disrupted by the gold rush 
and other settlement activities and does 
not demonstrate adaptation through 
continuity.

Kalgoorlie
Kalgoorlie is one of the two major 

settlements that emerged as a result of the 
discovery of gold in Western Australia in 
1893. Like other gold rush sites, it grew 
quickly from a tent camp to a frontier 
town, and it was officially founded in 
1895. The year before, the Lake View 
gold mine was opened and became one 
of the largest lode mining operations in 
Western Australia, one that continues to 
this day. It was one of the first of many 
mines outside Kalgoorlie that earned the 
area the moniker of “golden mile.” In 
1896, the town included a post office, 
hotels, a railway station, administrative 
buildings, a miners’ institute, and various 
services to support the mining activities. 
Between 1894 and 1896, close to 1000 
gold mining companies listed on London’s 
Stock Exchange had their address in 
Kalgoorlie. One of the major pieces of 
infrastructure required to support the 
frontier town in the Western Australian 
desert was a water-supply scheme to carry 
water over 500 kilometres from the coast 
at Perth to the goldfields. This was begun 
in 1896 and completed in 1903. By that 
year, Kalgoorlie had acquired a tramway 
line and was an established settlement. 
The town evolved over the years and still 
relies on mining. 

Kalgoorlie was established in a grid 
pattern and is connected to the goldfields 
by trails. The settlement included a main 
street along which mining-related services 
were located, as well as a complex 
concentrating the various administrative 
infrastructure such as the post and 
telegraph office and the courthouse. 
The town’s architecture was initially 
typical of frontier towns, using available 
material such as cloth, wooden posts, and 
corrugated iron to build both the domestic 
and the administrative structures. The 
desert terrain and the discovery, as early 
as 1894, of extremely rich lodes a mile 



Chapter 3: Justification for Inscription          163

away quickly transformed the gold rush 
landscape from a placer mining landscape 
to one that is significantly shaped by 
lode mining. The discovery of such a 
rich source of gold meant that the small 
independent miner could not compete 
with the companies that brought capital 
and sophisticated infrastructure to dig 
deep mines to reach the gold. The town 
itself changed, as a result of the influx 
of capital required to support mining 
operations, to include the amenities of a 
more established settlement. The mining 
settlement pattern includes all aspects of 
activity from extraction, transportation, 
communication, administration, and 
support services. 

When the first prospectors arrived in 
the area, they encountered Indigenous 
people, such as the Wongi, who had been 
living in the desert of Western Australia 
for thousands of years. These people lived 
in small and scattered groups as hunter-
gatherers, moving between water sources 
as needed. Groups would congregate 
periodically in specific locations to fulfill 
social obligations such as initiations, 
marriages, exchanges of objects, and 
sharing of knowledge. This last point 
was crucial to ensure the survival of the 
community in the desert. 

As the newcomer settlements 
grew, the Indigenous people sought 
opportunities for employment. However, 
the relationship between Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous people was based on 
conflict, in part due to competing access 
to land. Soon, legislation was enacted by 
the government to exclude Indigenous 
people from town society and the gold 
mining industry. The movement of 
Indigenous people on their traditional 
territory was restricted by keeping 
them on the fringes of the newcomer 
settlements (they created “fringe dweller” 
camps) and on reserves. Today, the 
Indigenous people claim title to the land. 
They carry out some aspects of their 

traditional way of life in the landscape, 
such as the gatherings to exchange 
knowledge.

Placer mining was the initial mining 
activity in Kalgoorlie. Various techniques 
were used but were adapted to an 
essentially waterless environment. The 
mining of alluvial deposits was labour 
intensive and could not compete with the 
resources of companies. The landscape 
evolved into a lode mining landscape and 
introduced industrial infrastructure to 
carry out activities. Today, there is active 
lode mining.

Kalgoorlie is part of the City of 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder and is managed by 
a city council. The city has a number 
of policies to conserve its heritage 
infrastructure. Indigenous matters 
and sites involve Indigenous people. 
However, their claim to land title is still 
being negotiated, which limits their 
involvement in management matters. 
The largest employer remains the mining 
industry. This management context 
illustrates the mining interaction with 
the land as well as the disruption of 
the Indigenous people’s traditional 
relationship with the land.

Kalgoorlie, including its goldfields, 
remains associated with the gold rush and 
plays a role in national identity. However, 
it has evolved into a mining town with a 
limited expression of the earlier gold rush 
landscape. 

Kalgoorlie, including its goldfields, 
does not have integrity as a gold rush 
landscape. The settlement pattern of the 
town is in good condition. It has retained 
a number of buildings from the gold rush 
era and the town’s early days that display 
some frontier town qualities in the choice 
of materials. It has evolved into a bigger 
city, and much of the infrastructure 
from the early 1900s is more elaborate 
than those early buildings, signalling 
an established settlement (for example, 
the post office and the courthouse). 
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The mining settlement pattern reflects 
lode mining and is in good condition. 
The tangible evidence of Indigenous 
interaction with the land has scarce 
archaeological evidence from before the 
gold rush period. 

Coolgardie
The second major centre in the 

Western Australian goldfields besides 
Kalgoorlie is Coolgardie, located about 40 
kilometres away. It was founded in 1892 
as the first settlement of the Western 
Australia eastern goldfields, a year before 
Kalgoorlie appeared, and it paralleled 
the development of Kalgoorlie in speed 
and pattern. By 1896, Coolgardie had 
evolved into a frontier town and included 
administrative buildings to operate the 
settlement and mining activities, a post 
office, a railway station, hotels, a mining 
school, breweries, stock exchanges, 
public baths, and various services. Like 
Kalgoorlie, it was home to hundreds of 
companies listed on the London Stock 
Exchange. The town was known for its 
role in supporting mining activities by 
transporting material. Afghan cameleers 
carried the essential materials needed 
to support the activities before the 
railway was built. As a result, a Muslim 
community settled in Coolgardie and 
built its own infrastructure, such as a 
mosque, using similar materials to those 
of the rest of the frontier town buildings. 
By the early 1900s, however, the gold 
activity had diminished considerably, and 
much of the population left for Perth, 
Kalgoorlie, and other more promising 
gold areas. Today, the mining industry is 
still important along with pastoralism and 
tourism. The population is small enough 
that Coolgardie has verged on becoming a 
ghost town for a number of years.

Coolgardie was established in a grid 
pattern. Like other gold rush settlements, 
it emerged quickly, applying the 

architectural and material characteristics 
of a frontier town, including a main 
street along which the various services 
and administrative buildings are 
located. Some are built from stone and 
brick, while other buildings in town 
use corrugated iron and timber. The 
surrounding landscape was shaped by 
placer mining and lode mining. The 
settlement and land-use pattern shows 
the impact of mining over the course of 
the gold rush and later years. The mining 
settlement pattern includes all aspects of 
activity from extraction, transportation, 
communication, administration, and 
support services.

The evidence of Indigenous 
interaction with the land is similar to that 
of Kalgoorlie because of its proximity. 
Today, the Indigenous people claim 
title to the land. They carry out some 
aspects of their traditional way of life in 
the landscape, such as the gatherings to 
exchange knowledge.

Placer mining was the initial mining 
activity. Various techniques used at other 
gold rushes were adapted to the desert 
conditions. The state built a battery to 
crush the gold-bearing ore and assist 
smaller miners. As placer gold ran out, 
miners left the fields. Today, there are lode 
(open pit) mining activities in the region.

Coolgardie is managed by the 
Coolgardie Shire Council. The 
council has registered a number of 
buildings and implemented policies to 
preserve the town’s cultural heritage. 
Indigenous matters and sites involve 
Indigenous people. However, as at 
Kalgoorlie, their claim to land title is 
still being negotiated, which limits their 
involvement in management matters. 
This management context illustrates a 
landscape that includes mining, as well 
as the disruption of the Indigenous 
people’s traditional relationship with  
the land.
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Criteria for 
comparison

Settlement 
pattern and 

composition

Indigenous 
interaction 
with the land

Type of 
mining 
activity

Management

Indigenous 
landscape

Frontier 
town 
pattern and 
architecture

Mining and 
Indigenous 
patterns

Complete 
mining 
settlement 
pattern

Evidence of 
claim system

Type of 
mining

Ongoing 
mining

Cooperative 
Indigenous 
and mining 
management

Use 
management

Tr’ondëk–
Klondike

Complete

Yes

Coexistence 
of mining and 
Indigenous 
landscape

Yes

Yes

It illustrates 
disruption 
and in situ 
adaptation 
through 
continuity.

Placer mining 

Yes, placer 
mining

Yes

Mining, 
Indigenous 
traditional use

Coolgardie

Interrupted

Partial

Mining and 
archaeological 
evidence of 
Indigenous 
landscapes

Yes

No

Current 
Indigenous 
interactions 
illustrate the 
disruption 
and ongoing 
efforts to 
reconnect 
with the 
land

Placer mining 
followed by 
lode mining

Yes, lode 
mining

No

Mining, 
partial loss of 
Indigenous 
use

Kalgoorlie

Interrupted

Partial

Mining and 
archaeological 
evidence of 
Indigenous 
landscapes

Yes

No

Current 
Indigenous 
interactions 
illustrate the 
disruption 
and ongoing 
efforts to 
reconnect 
with the 
land

Placer mining 
followed by 
lode mining

Yes, lode 
mining

No

Mining, 
partial loss of 
Indigenous 
use

Clunes

Interrupted

Yes

Mining and 
archaeological 
evidence of 
Indigenous 
landscapes

Yes

No

Current 
Indigenous 
interactions 
illustrate the 
disruption 
and ongoing 
efforts to 
reconnect 
with the 
land

Placer mining 

No

No

Loss of 
mining, 
partial loss of 
Indigenous 
use

Castlemaine

Interrupted

Yes

Mining and 
archaeological 
evidence of 
Indigenous 
landscapes

Yes

Partial

Current 
Indigenous 
interactions 
illustrate the 
disruption 
and ongoing 
efforts to 
reconnect 
with the 
land

Placer mining 

No

No

Loss of 
mining, 
partial loss of 
Indigenous 
use

Maldon

Interrupted

Yes

Mining and 
archaeological 
evidence of 
Indigenous 
landscapes

Yes

No

Current 
Indigenous 
interactions 
illustrate the 
disruption 
and ongoing 
efforts to 
reconnect 
with the 
land

Placer mining 

No

No

Loss of 
mining, 
partial loss of 
Indigenous 
use

Table 3.7: Summary of Comparative Analysis of Australian Sites
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Coolgardie, including its goldfields, 
remains associated with the gold rush and 
play a role in national identity. However, 
the town has struggled to remain vibrant 
as a mining town and has limited 
expressions of the gold rush landscape. It 
is one of Australia’s best-preserved gold 
mining towns.

Coolgardie, with its goldfields, 
does not have integrity as a gold rush 
landscape. The settlement pattern of the 
town and the architecture of the gold 
rush period are in good condition. It has 
retained a good collection of buildings 

from the gold rush era, allowing it to 
continue to exhibit some frontier town 
qualities. It has evolved into a mining 
town, where the goldfields exhibit poor 
evidence of placer mining patterns. There 
is moderate evidence of Indigenous uses 
and patterns from before the gold rush. 

Summary of Comparison with 
the Australian Sites

In terms of demonstrating the impact 
of a gold rush on the landscape, Tr’ondëk–
Klondike exhibits similarities with all 
these sites. Furthermore, they illustrate 

Criteria for 
comparison

Cultural 
expressions

Integrity

Tr’ondëk–
Klondike

Tr’ondëk–
Klondike is a 
landscape that 
has become 
iconically 
associated 
with gold 
rushes. It is 
an expressive 
illustration 
of a frontier 
culture. 

Has integrity. 
It continues 
as a living, 
evolving 
gold rush 
landscape.

It is in good 
condition.

Coolgardie

Coolgardie, 
with its 
goldfields, 
remains 
associated 
with the 
gold rush. It 
plays a role 
in national 
identity. 
Limited 
expressions of 
the gold rush 
landscape. 
It is a partially 
expressive 
illustration 
of a frontier 
culture.

Does not have 
integrity. The 
town, with 
the goldfields, 
illustrates an 
incomplete 
relic gold rush 
landscape.
It is in 
moderate 
condition.

Kalgoorlie

Kalgoorlie, 
with its 
goldfields, 
remains 
associated 
with the 
gold rush. It 
plays a role 
in national 
identity. 
Limited 
expression of 
the gold rush 
landscape. 
It is a partially 
expressive 
illustration 
of a frontier 
culture.

Does not have 
integrity. The 
town, with 
the goldfields, 
illustrates an 
incomplete 
relic gold rush 
landscape.
It is in 
moderate 
condition.

Clunes

Clunes, with 
its goldfields, 
remains 
associated 
with gold 
rushes. Its 
character 
attracted 
artists, 
poets, and 
photographers. 
It plays an 
important role 
in national 
identity.
It is a partially 
expressive 
illustration 
of a frontier 
culture. 

Does not have 
integrity. The 
town, with 
the goldfields, 
illustrates a 
relic gold rush 
landscape.

It is in good 
condition.

Castlemaine

Castlemaine, 
with its 
goldfields, 
remains 
associated 
with gold 
rushes. Its 
character 
attracted 
artists, 
poets, and 
photographers. 
It plays an 
important role 
in national 
identity. 
It is a partially 
expressive 
illustration 
of a frontier 
culture.

Has integrity. 
The town, with 
the goldfields, 
illustrates a 
relic gold rush 
landscape.

It is in good 
condition.

Maldon

Maldon, with 
its goldfields, 
remains 
associated 
with gold 
rushes. 
Maldon’s 
character 
attracted 
artists, 
poets, and 
photographers. 
It plays an 
important role 
in national 
identity. 
It is a partially 
expressive 
illustration 
of a frontier 
culture. 

Does not have 
integrity. The 
town, with 
the goldfields, 
illustrates a 
relic gold rush 
landscape.

It is in good 
condition.

Table 3.7: Summary of Comparative Analysis of Australian Sites (cont.)
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a frontier town in their architecture and 
settlement pattern, as well as in the close 
relationship between colonial expansion 
and gold rushes. The main differences are 
that the Victorian goldfields are mostly 
relics of the past, serving to preserve 
the memory of important activities in 
support of the tourism industry. Sites 
such as Castlemaine Diggings National 
Heritage Park are extraordinary time 
capsules of the 1850s placer gold mining 
activities. The Western Australian sites 
morphed early in their history into gold 
mining towns where the wealth of capital 
affected the type of infrastructure and 
mining landscape pattern. Furthermore, 
the incomplete evidence of Indigenous 
interaction with the land at most 
Australian sites, especially before and 
during the gold rush, does not fully 
represent a gold rush landscape.

Tr’ondëk–Klondike stands out as 
an exceptional gold rush landscape in 
comparison to these Australian sites 
because it remains an active placer 
mining community with ongoing 
activities and settlements that support 
them. The activities that shaped the 
landscape and the people at the time of 
the gold rush continue to this day, in the 
settlement pattern, the mining landscape, 
the Indigenous interaction with the land, 
and in placer mining. Its landscape was 
not altered by other significant economic 
activities, such as agriculture, but rather 
has retained the evidence of continuous 
placer mining and Indigenous traditional 
use. 

New Zealand
Gold had been discovered in various 

locations in New Zealand since the 
early 1800s. In 1856, one of the first 
significant gold rushes attracted about 
1500 prospectors to the northwest 
corner of the South Island, leading to 
the foundation of Collingwood as a 

permanent settlement. However, the 
main South Island discovery, in Central 
Otago in 1861, put New Zealand on 
the map for gold extraction. Within 
six months of the news that significant 
amounts had been discovered, more than 
14 000 miners descended on the region 
from all over the world. Many were 
veterans of the Australian and Californian 
goldfields. After gold was discovered in 
creek beds throughout the area, small 
farms were transformed into support 
settlements, such as Queenstown, 
and new settlements emerged, such as 
Arrowtown, along the Arrow River. 
The rush lasted until 1864, when Otago 
miners moved to other fields elsewhere 
in the world, including to the site of 
another gold rush on New Zealand’s west 
coast. The population of Otago, which 
had reached 22 000 people, declined to 
5000. Some people stayed behind to try 
their hand at commercial gold operations 
and farming. In 1881, the world’s first 
successful commercial gold dredge was 
operating in the area. 

Queenstown
Queenstown had begun in 1860 as a 

farm and pastoral landscape. When gold 
was found nearby, it quickly adapted to 
the opportunity. Buildings for support of 
the mining activities and administration 
were erected, including hotels, a 
courthouse, a brewery, a police station, 
and various stores. It emerged as a typical 
frontier town with hastily built structures 
to support the prospectors. One hotel in 
Queenstown is a good example of  the 
adaptation of structures to support the 
prospectors, having started life as a wool 
shed. The hills were covered in miners’ 
tents and campsites. Huts were built with 
wood, tarps, and other readily available 
materials. Buildings in the town were 
typically constructed of wood, corrugated 
metal, and stone, while the more formal 
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structures also included concrete. The 
architecture of formal buildings, such as 
the post office, was designed according 
to a more elaborate Victorian style. 
Queenstown was surveyed in 1864, and 
it was established in a grid pattern on 
an alluvial plain with access to water 
and close to the creeks. However, it also 
evolved quickly as a respectable town, 
with plans for beautification as early as 
1866. It is known today for its landscaped 
areas, botanical gardens, and trees. 

The mining settlement pattern 
includes all aspects of activity 
from extraction, transportation, 
communication, administration, and 
support services. The settlement and 
land-use pattern shows the impact of 
mining over the course of the gold rush 
and later years. Early in the history of 
the settlement, some settlers focused on 
creating agricultural land in the vicinity. 
This shaped the landscape to include both 
mining and agricultural use.

Before settlers arrived, the Otago area 
had been important to Māori as a source 
of food, grasses, and spiritual objects. 
As is common in many landscapes 
inhabited by the Māori, the area had 
some permanent settlements but was 
principally a seasonal resource base 
for mobile coastal communities. There 
were important settlements at Tahuna 
(Queenstown), Oterotu (Frankton) 
and at Tititea (at the junction of the 
Kawarau and Shotover rivers). Other 
types of settlements included village and 
camping sites. The Māori communities 
had differing reactions to the gold rush: 
some allowed access to their land, while 
others fiercely opposed it. The main 
characteristic was the active participation 
of Māori in mining. Wars between 
colonial authorities and the Māori 
resulted in confiscation of their land 
after 1872. Today, the Indigenous people 
have maintained a spiritual and cultural 
relationship with the land. Much of the 

evidence of the Indigenous landscape is 
based on archaeological resources and 
oral tradition. They continue to claim 
ownership through treaty interpretation. 
The ways in which Indigenous people 
interact with the land today illustrate 
the disruption that occurred in the past 
and their ongoing work to maintain the 
connection with the land.

Placer mining was the initial mining 
activity. Various techniques were used, 
including sluice boxes, rocker boxes, 
hydraulic mining, quartz stampers, and 
water wheels. After a few years, the 
alluvial deposits were exhausted for 
small-scale mining, and lode mining 
began to replace the placer mining 
methods. Dredges were built for larger-
scale placer mining operations. That 
technology was later exported to other 
gold rush locations around the world. 
Today, limited small-scale placer mining 
continues in the immediate area. There 
are designated public panning / sluice 
boxing areas. The closest large-scale 
mining activity is about 200 kilometres 
away and is an opencast hard rock mining 
operation.

Queenstown, including its goldfields, 
is managed by the Queenstown Lakes 
District Council. Mining activities 
are managed by the New Zealand 
Department of Petroleum and Minerals, 
although large projects are currently 
inactive. Public mining is managed by 
the Department of Conservation, as are 
various protected areas in the vicinity. 
The Māori are involved in decisions that 
relate to Indigenous matters and sites. The 
management of the landscape illustrates 
the disappearance of active placer mining 
as well as the disruption of the Indigenous 
people’s traditional relationship with the 
land. 

Queenstown, including its goldfields, 
is associated with the New Zealand 
gold rush. The town quickly gained 
widespread recognition as a tourism 
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destination in the 1860s because of the 
planned beautification efforts. Its aesthetic 
qualities attracted artists, poets, and 
photographers. 

Queenstown, including its goldfields, 
does not have integrity as a gold rush 
landscape. The settlement pattern of the 
town is in good condition. The condition 
as a frontier town is moderate because 
of its evolution as a beautified planned 
town and because few structures from 
the gold rush era remain. The condition 
of the settlement pattern reflecting 
mining activities is moderate because of 
the loss of function, the introduction of 
tourism-related activities, agricultural 
activities, and beautification efforts. 
The Indigenous interaction with the 
land has archaeological features from 
before the gold rush period and little 
tangible evidence of active continuous 
Indigenous use after it. Queenstown 
and its goldfields continues to illustrate 
the impact of a gold rush in a relic form 
in a living, evolving agricultural and 
recreational landscape.

Arrowtown
Arrowtown, located about  

20 kilometres from Queenstown, was 
founded to further support the mining 
activities. Like Queenstown, it emerged 
as a frontier town with a typical grid 
pattern, materials, and architectural 
designs. Arrowtown grew as a settlement 
from a tent camp set up by miners who 
were rushing to prospect along the Arrow 
River in 1862. The town’s pattern consists 
of a grid anchored by a main street. It 
connects with the river and the goldfields 
in the vicinity. 

The Arrowtown landscape pattern 
includes a Chinese settlement in the 
hills above the town which, at its largest 
expanse, consisted of about 10 huts, a 
large social hall, and at least two stores. 
The goldfields surrounding it include 
satellite settlements (Macetown, Skippers 

Canyon, and Bullendale) connected 
to Arrowtown by trails and roads. The 
settlement and land-use pattern shows 
the impact of mining over the course 
of the gold rush and the years that 
followed. As in Queenstown, agriculture 
became an important activity early on 
that shaped the landscape. The mining 
settlement pattern includes all aspects of 
activity from extraction, transportation, 
communication, administration, and 
support services. Claims were staked 
throughout the region along the creeks 
and rivers, although no clear evidence of 
that system exists today. 

The Indigenous interaction with the 
land is similar to the one in Queenstown. 
The Māori had been accessing the area for 
centuries to gather sacred stones, grasses, 
and food. Current Indigenous interactions 
with their traditional territory, such as 
accessing special places, illustrate the 
disruption that occurred in the past and 
their ongoing work to maintain the 
connection with the land.

Placer mining was the initial mining 
activity in the area. The mining activities 
during the years of the gold rush were 
alluvial gold prospecting carried out 
by individuals with sluice boxes and 
pans. In fact, various placer mining 
techniques were used, including sluice 
boxes, rocker boxes, hydraulic mining, 
and water wheels. After a few years, 
the alluvial deposits were exhausted 
for small-scale mining, and corporate 
mining activities began. Lode mining 
with quartz-crushing mills replaced the 
placer mining methods. These were 
larger-scale operations that involved 
machinery to dig the surface, revealing 
gold that was difficult to reach by hand 
mining. Dredges, built for larger-scale 
placer mining operations, became the 
main technology in the late 1800s. 
Today, small-scale placer mining 
continues in the immediate surroundings 
of Arrowtown, and there are designated 
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public panning / sluice box areas for 
recreational purposes. 

Arrowtown, including its goldfields, 
is managed by the Queenstown Lakes 
District Council. There are strict design 
guidelines for the properties. Mining 
activities, although currently inactive, 
are managed by the New Zealand 
Department of Petroleum and Minerals. 
Public mining is managed by the 
Department of Conservation, as are 
various protected areas in the vicinity. 
The Māori are involved in decisions that 
relate to Indigenous matters and sites. The 
management of the landscape illustrates 
the disappearance of active mining as 
well as the ongoing efforts to reconnect 
following the disruption of the Indigenous 
people’s traditional relationship with the 
land. 

Arrowtown, with its goldfields, is 
associated with the New Zealand gold 
rush. Annual events are held to celebrate 
that heritage. The cultural expressions, 
such as festivals and literature, have 
primarily had a regional impact. 

Arrowtown, with its goldfields, 
has integrity as a gold rush landscape. 
The settlement pattern of the town is 
preserved as an illustration of the frontier 
town period and is in good condition. 
It has retained a significant number of 
buildings from the gold rush era that 
allow it to continue to exhibit frontier 
town qualities. The main street is lined 
with buildings from the gold rush period 
that are actively used by everyday 
businesses. The Chinese settlement 
is maintained and enhanced through 
interpretive constructs. The settlement 
pattern of the mining landscape is in good 
condition, despite change and evolution 
in the landscape. The hills display the 
impact of gold mining on the landscape: 
they remain barren and include evidence 
of past workings. Various large artifacts 
tied to later gold extraction periods lie 

abandoned in the landscape. Protected 
areas that exhibit the goldfields and 
mining activities are in good condition. 
The satellite settlements are ghost 
towns. The Indigenous landscape has 
archaeological features from before 
the gold rush period and some discrete 
tangible evidence of active continuous 
Indigenous use after it. Arrowtown, with 
its goldfields, continues to illustrate the 
impact of a gold rush in a living, evolving 
recreational landscape. Mining landscape 
elements are in a relic state. 

West Coast, South Island: Charleston 
and Hokitika

The West Coast gold rush in 1864 
and the settlements at Charleston and 
Hokitika experienced similar realities 
to those of the earlier Otago gold rush. 
Both settlements grew extremely quickly 
as tens of thousands of prospectors 
descended on the area. Within months, 
Charleston saw close to 100 hotels spring 
up, and Hokitika over 70. Charleston 
was also home to two breweries, three 
schools, one hospital, three banks, several 
churches, a courthouse, and dancehalls. 
The homes of the miners were scattered 
on the hills close to the claims.

As in Otago, these settlements were 
supporting the mining activities of 
thousands of prospectors. The settlement 
patterns and vernacular architecture 
mirrored those of other New Zealand gold 
rushes. One difference in comparison to 
other regions in New Zealand was that 
this gold rush provided the opportunity 
for the colonial government to expand 
into previously unsettled areas. This was 
reflected in the type and quality of the 
administrative buildings on the West 
Coast, which were more imposing and 
built with better materials. 
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Criteria for 
comparison

Settlement 
pattern and 

composition

Indigenous 
interaction 
with the land

Type of 
mining 
activity

Management

Indigenous 
landscape

Frontier 
town 
pattern and 
architecture

Mining and 
Indigenous 
patterns

Complete 
mining 
settlement 
pattern

Evidence of 
claim system

Type of 
mining

Ongoing 
mining

Cooperative 
Indigenous 
and mining 
management

Use 
management

Tr’ondëk–
Klondike

Complete

Yes

Coexistence 
of mining and 
Indigenous 
landscape

Yes

Yes

It illustrates 
disruption 
and in situ 
adaptation 
through 
continuity.

Placer mining 

Yes, placer mining

Yes

Mining, 
Indigenous 
traditional use

Hokitika

Complete

Partial

Mining and 
archaeological 
evidence of 
Indigenous 
landscapes

Yes

No

Current 
Indigenous 
interactions 
illustrate the 
disruption and 
adaptation 
through ongoing 
efforts to 
reconnect with 
the land.

Placer mining and 
then lode mining

Yes, lode mining

No

Mining, partial 
Indigenous use

Charleston 

Complete

Partial

Mining and 
archaeological 
evidence of 
Indigenous 
landscapes

Partial

No

Current 
Indigenous 
interactions 
illustrate the 
disruption and 
adaptation 
through ongoing 
efforts to 
reconnect with 
the land.

Placer mining

No

No

Mining, partial 
Indigenous use

Arrowtown

Interrupted

Yes

Mining and 
archaeological 
evidence of 
Indigenous 
landscapes

Yes

Partial

Current 
Indigenous 
interactions 
illustrate the 
disruption and 
adaptation 
through ongoing 
efforts to 
reconnect with 
the land.

Placer mining 

Yes, placer mining

No

Mining, partial 
Indigenous use

Queenstown

 Interrupted
 

Yes

Mining and 
archaeological 
evidence of 
Indigenous 
landscapes

Partial

Partial

Current 
Indigenous 
interactions 
illustrate the 
disruption and 
adaptation 
through ongoing 
efforts to 
reconnect with 
the land.

Placer mining 

Yes, placer mining

No

Mining, partial 
Indigenous use

Table 3.8: Summary of Comparative Analysis of New Zealand Sites
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Charleston
The settlement pattern and 

composition at Charleston, with its 
goldfields, show the impact of mining 
over the course of the gold rush and 
later years. The mining settlement 
pattern includes all aspects of activity 
from extraction, transportation, 
communication, administration, and 
support services. The landscape around 
the settlements was shaped by hydraulic 
sluicing, which required elaborate sluice 
boxes and water systems to blast through 
gravel walls and extract debris that might 
contain gold. The result was a barren and 
sculpted landscape on which forced water 
and associated works had carved the 
hillsides and created tailings. 

Unlike many other gold rushes, here 
the relationship between Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous people was largely 
peaceful. When the first non-Indigenous 
people arrived in the area, they were 
guided by the Māori, who had been using 
the region for millennia, in part to collect 
precious greenstone to produce various 

status symbol artifacts. The tangible 
evidence of their use of the traditional 
territory is visible archaeologically and 
through the landscape in the form of 
stake nets, temporary campsites, and 
an abandoned settlement. Although 
Māori were no longer actively using the 
landscape when the newcomers arrived, 
they took part in the gold rush. They set 
up camp as a group to mine the hills and 
creeks around the settlements as well as 
to serve as guides to the non-Indigenous 
prospectors. They applied their traditional 
knowledge to understand the topography 
and live in difficult environmental 
conditions. They were successful miners.

The initial mining activity here 
was placer mining. The deposits were 
exhausted within a few years, and most 
miners moved on to other locations. In 
1870, gold-bearing quartz veins were 
discovered nearby, which shifted the 
type of mining to lode mining. This 
required a significant investment, which 
in turn attracted mining companies that 
established infrastructure and mechanized 

Criteria for 
comparison

Cultural 
expressions

Integrity

Tr’ondëk–
Klondike

Tr’ondëk–
Klondike is a 
landscape that 
has become 
iconically 
associated with 
gold rushes. It 
is an expressive 
illustration of a 
frontier culture. 

Has integrity. It 
continues as a 
living, evolving 
gold rush 
landscape.
It is in good 
condition.

Hokitika

Hokitika, with 
its surroundings, 
is associated 
with the 
New Zealand 
gold rush. It 
is a partially 
expressive 
illustration of a 
frontier culture. 

Does not have 
integrity. It 
illustrates a gold 
rush landscape in 
a relic state.
The landscape 
is in moderate 
condition.

Charleston 

Charleston, with 
its surroundings, 
is associated 
with the 
New Zealand 
gold rush. It 
is a partially 
expressive 
illustration of a 
frontier culture. 

Does not have 
integrity. It 
illustrates a gold 
rush landscape in 
a relic state.
The landscape 
is in moderate 
condition.

Arrowtown

Arrowtown, with 
its surroundings, 
is associated 
with the 
New Zealand 
gold rush. It 
is a partially 
expressive 
illustration of a 
frontier culture. 

Has integrity. It 
illustrates a gold 
rush landscape in 
a relic state.

The landscape is 
in good condition.

Queenstown

Queenstown, with 
its surroundings, 
is associated 
with the 
New Zealand 
gold rush. It 
is a partially 
expressive 
illustration of a 
frontier culture.

Does not have 
integrity. It 
illustrates a gold 
rush landscape in 
a relic state.
The landscape 
is in moderate 
condition.

Table 3.8: Summary of Comparative Analysis of New Zealand Sites (cont.)
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the gold extraction; these were active 
until the mid-twentieth century. Dredging 
was also carried out to recover the 
remaining placer gold, especially after it 
had been successfully applied in Otago. 
Gold was collected from the beaches.

Charleston, including its goldfields, 
does not have integrity as a gold rush 
landscape, because few structures from 
the gold rush era remain. The settlement 
pattern of the town is in good condition, 
while the condition of the settlement 
pattern as a mining landscape is moderate 
because of the loss of function and the 
introduction of tourism-related activities. 
Charleston, with its goldfields, illustrates 
the impact of a gold rush in a relic form. 

Hokitika
Hokitika’s evolution was similar to 

Charleston’s, since they shared the same 
gold rush event. In 1865, it grew from a 
small settlement to the centre of the gold 
rush on the West Coast. Most miners 
lived close to their workings. Hokitika 
served as the service and administrative 
town to support the mining activities in 
the goldfields. The settlement pattern 
showcases extraction, transportation, 
communication, administration, and 
support services.

Placer mining was the main activity in 
the goldfields, which included dredging, 
until that was exhausted and replaced 
by more labour-intensive lode mining. 
Today, mining continues in the landscape 
in the form of large-scale underground 
and open pit mines. The settlement 
itself has shifted to support agriculture 
and forestry. A smaller settlement, Ross, 
is closer to the mining operations and 
houses the miners. 

Hokitika, including its goldfields, 
does not have integrity as a gold rush 
landscape. The settlement pattern and 
the infrastructure from the gold rush 
era are in good condition. Some late-

period buildings remain and are in good 
condition (for example, the museum 
which is the former Carnegie Building 
and the Town Hall). A significant 
number of mining sites are relics. The 
relationships between the various 
components of the landscape as a gold 
rush landscape are only somewhat 
legible, as they are interrupted by other 
uses such as agriculture. The town and 
the various relics of mining activities are 
an incomplete illustration of a gold rush 
landscape.

Summary of Comparison with 
New Zealand Sites

There are strong similarities between 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike and the New Zealand 
sites in terms of the development of 
settlements, the mining of alluvial 
deposits, and the relationship between the 
Indigenous people and the landscape. The 
main differences revolve around the use 
of the landscape and the condition. The 
ongoing use of the town and goldfields 
for placer mining distinguishes Tr’ondëk–
Klondike from the mostly relic state of 
the New Zealand mining landscapes. 
While both the nominated property and 
these sites were preserved in part as a 
result of tourism, the New Zealand sites 
evolved to emphasize tourism because 
mining had become a marginal economic 
activity. In New Zealand, the alteration 
and disappearance of much of the 
infrastructure and landscape elements 
associated with the gold rush, as well as 
the loss of significant mining activities, 
have resulted in gold rush landscapes that 
are relic rather than living. 

South Africa
The first gold rush in South Africa 

took place in the 1870s in the Transvaal, 
when significant alluvial deposits 
were discovered about 360 kilometres 
northeast of Johannesburg, at Sabie 
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(also known as the MacMac Diggings) 
and Pilgrim’s Rest. Thousands of 
prospectors flooded the location to 
pan for gold, and in 1874 the area was 
declared a goldfield. Over 1500 miners 
from around the world, mostly from 
Britain, were working some 4000 claims. 
By 1876, the tents had been replaced 
with built infrastructure to host the 
various services required to support 
the mining activities, and the colonial 
administration offices had moved to 
Pilgrim’s Rest. The colonial expansion 
of the British Empire was supported 
by these population movements as 
various exploration companies and 
policing outfits moved along with them 
to establish claim. In 1880, alluvial 
deposits were dwindling, and miners 
started moving toward a promising gold 
reef deposit at Barberton. Because of 
the size of the reef and the potentially 
significant value of the metal, the 
colonial authorities declared it a 
township in 1884 so as to better assert 
their control over the region. In 1885, 
the Sheba mine was opened. Today, it 
remains the longest-operating gold mine 
in the world. By 1886, the massive gold 
reef discovery in Johannesburg had 
triggered the Witwatersrand Gold Rush 
and overshadowed the Barberton fields.

The landscape patterns in the three 
sites are different because the source 
of gold is different for each. Alluvial 
deposits attracted miners to Pilgrim’s 
Rest, while Barberton and Johannesburg 
developed mining settlements around 
the underground extraction from a gold 
reef. The latter required sophisticated 
infrastructure to support the underground 
operations of the mine. The settlements 
hosted service, civic, and administrative 
buildings to supply the operations. The 
extraction and processing activities at 
Barberton and Johannesburg are located 
near the reef. Roads and railways were 

built to connect the sites to larger centres 
for distribution and export. 

Pilgrim’s Rest
Pilgrim’s Rest was an active frontier 

town that included churches, a police 
station, general stores, and various 
services to support mining operations. 
Vernacular architecture is based on use 
of materials readily available, especially 
wood and corrugated iron, an approach 
typical of frontier towns. The authority 
buildings, for example the police 
station, included stronger materials 
such as stone to reinforce the sense of 
the State’s authority. The settlement 
extends along the Blyde River and into 
the hills. The pattern for the settlement 
is typical of a frontier town. As alluvial 
gold became scarce around the 1880s, 
mining companies started investing in 
more substantial operations, shifting 
gold mining from placer to underground 
activities. Significant infrastructure was 
built to support those mines, and the 
settlement evolved to include large-
scale buildings such as shops, shafts, 
hydroelectric power plants, the world’s 
largest reduction works, and managers’ 
residences. 

The settlement pattern and 
composition show the impact of mining 
over the course of the gold rush and 
in the years that followed. The pattern 
retains the relationship between goldfields 
and settlement to showcase extraction, 
transportation, communication, 
administration, and support services. The 
pattern for mining activities describes 
the relationship between workings (such 
as creeks and gold-bearing ore) and 
the infrastructure required to extract, 
transport, and process (such as the 
reduction works). The settlement pattern 
describes mining activities as they evolved 
from the gold rush into a mining town. 
There is no evidence of the claim system.
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The Indigenous activities in the area 
are demonstrated by the archaeological 
record. The Indigenous settlement pattern 
illustrates the relationship between 
people and their traditional territory prior 
to the gold rush. The Ndzundza (Ndebele) 
lived in the area when the first Boer 
and British settlers arrived in the 1830s. 
They had homesteads where they farmed 
and raised cattle. This set the stage for a 
competition for land between newcomers 
and Indigenous people as Boer Trekkers 
encroached on the Ndzundza lands. 
Feeling threatened by the proximity of 
large communities, the non-Indigenous 
settlers engaged in raids to steal cattle 
and enslave local people. The discovery 
of gold intensified the tensions. By 1877, 
the British had annexed the region and 
defeated a major chiefdom, and the 
balance of power shifted away from 
African independent kingdoms to the 
colonial powers. In 1883, war broke out 
between the Ndzundza and the Boer. 
Lasting almost a year, the war resulted 
in the dismantling of the tribal structure, 
destruction of crops, seizing of cattle, 
burning of settlements, confiscation of 
land, and the indenture of Indigenous 
people. Few if any traces remain of the 
Indigenous interaction with the land 
prior to the mining. The hostility between 
colonial powers and the Ndebele meant 
that the mining landscape and frontier 
towns did not include elements of the 
Indigenous people’s presence through 
land use, architecture, or settlement 
pattern. Today, South Africans of all 
cultural backgrounds, whether Ndebele 
or not, live in the communities and 
are able to interact with the landscape. 
Pilgrim's Rest, including the goldfields, 
nevertheless illustrates the disruption of 
the Indigenous people’s interaction with 
their territory.

Placer mining was the initial mining 
activity here. Various techniques were 

used, including rocker boxes, and 
shafts and tunnels. The alluvial deposits 
were exhausted within a decade. The 
small-scale diggings were replaced by 
industrial operations that had capital and 
technology to dig deeper. Large-scale 
underground mining works became the 
predominant type of mining, and that 
type of mining continues today. 

The town of Pilgrim’s Rest is owned by 
the Mpumalanga Provincial Government 
Department of Public Works. The 
Friends of the Pilgrim’s Rest Museum 
is a voluntary, non-profit organization 
run by locals to help manage museum 
matters. The Department of Public Works 
is responsible for its maintenance and 
restoration. The Provincial Department 
of Culture, Sport and Recreation is 
responsible for the museums, archives, 
and heritage conservation. The mining 
activities occurring in the surroundings are 
managed by the Department of Mineral 
Resources. This management context 
illustrates the challenges of maintaining 
an active, living mining community as 
well as the disruption of the Indigenous 
people’s traditional relationship with the 
land. Pilgrim’s Rest was on South Africa’s 
Tentative List as recently as 2014 but has 
since been removed. 

Pilgrim’s Rest is associated with 
South African and international gold 
rushes and their mining legacy. It is also 
closely associated with the Boer War, and 
many cultural expressions refer to that 
association. 

Pilgrim's Rest, including its goldfields, 
does not have integrity as a gold rush 
landscape. The settlement pattern and 
the infrastructure from the gold rush era 
are in moderate condition. The condition 
of the site is becoming degraded through 
lack of maintenance, neglect, theft, and 
illegal mining. A significant proportion 
of the mining sites is in poor condition. 
The relationship between the various 
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components of the landscape as a gold 
rush landscape is not clearly legible. The 
town and the various relics of mining 
activities are an incomplete illustration of 
a gold rush landscape. 

Barberton
Barberton attracted the miners from 

Pilgrim’s Rest and elsewhere to prospect 
the reef that had been discovered in 1884. 
It initially began as a miners’ camp with 
shacks, stores, and canteens that had 
been erected quickly to support the rush 
of prospectors. By 1886, saloons, hotels, 
music halls, a large square, and two stock 
exchanges were built. The town was 
designed to adapt a grid-like pattern to 
the mountain relief. As more gold was 
found and activities were consolidated, 
settlements such as James Town and 
Eureka City also sprung up in the 
vicinity. In those as well, frontier town 
infrastructure was erected, including 
hotels, saloons, and even a race track. 
Wood and corrugated-iron architecture 
typified the modest buildings, while 
more solid and impressive architecture 
characterized formal buildings such as the 
stock exchange. 

The landscape pattern for mining 
activities describes the relationship 
between workings (such as creeks and 
gold-bearing ore) and the infrastructure 
required to extract, transport, and process 
gold. The settlement pattern describes 
mining activities as they evolved from 
the gold rush into a mining town. The 
settlement pattern showcases extraction, 
transportation, communication, 
administration, and support services. The 
settlement and land-use pattern shows 
the impact of mining over the course 
of the gold rush and in the years that 
followed. While James Town and Eureka 
City are now ghost towns, Barberton’s 
evolution is tied to the operations of 
the Sheba mine, which imposed its 

industrial mining landscape with bridges, 
shafts, stores, and processing plants. It 
is one of the oldest working gold mines 
in the world. Barberton is included on 
South Africa’s 2015 Tentative List as 
part of The Barberton Mountain Land, 
Barberton Greenstone Belt or Makhonjwa 
Mountains, a natural property of 
importance because “the area contains 
the oldest well preserved sequence of 
volcanic and sedimentary rocks on Earth.”

The Ndzundza (Ndebele) lived in 
the area when the prospectors arrived. 
The same history and disruption of 
connection to the territory occurred 
in Barberton as at Pilgrim’s Rest. The 
Indigenous settlement pattern illustrates 
the relationship between people and 
their traditional territory before the 
gold rush. The Indigenous activities are 
demonstrated by the archaeological 
record. There are traces of the Indigenous 
interaction with the land prior to 
mining, but the significant industrial 
activities have destroyed much of the 
archaeological record in the heavily 
mined areas. These include evidence 
of use by the Ndzundza as well as the 
Khoisan and Swasi. Barberton, with its 
goldfields, illustrates the disruption of the 
Indigenous people’s interaction with the 
land.

Placer mining was the initial mining 
activity in Barberton. Various techniques 
were used, including rocker boxes, and 
shafts and tunnels. As with Pilgrim’s Rest, 
the alluvial deposits were exhausted 
within a decade. The small-scale diggings 
were replaced by industrial operations 
that had capital and technology to dig 
deeper. Large-scale underground mining 
works became the predominant type of 
mining, and that type of mining continues 
today.

Barberton is a town within the 
Mbombela/Umjindi Local Municipality 
managed by a municipal council. The 
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mining activities around Barberton are 
managed by the Department of Mineral 
Resources. The regulation of mining 
in Mpumalanga dates back to 1890. 
The century of mining activities across 
South Africa has left a large number of 
derelict and ownerless mines, including 
some in the surroundings of Barberton. 
The Department of Mineral Resources 
has developed a strategy to rehabilitate 
these mines. This management context 
illustrates the maintenance of an active, 
living mining community as well as the 
disruption of the Indigenous people’s 
traditional relationship with the land. 

Barberton is associated with South 
African and international gold rushes and 
their mining legacy.

Barberton, including its goldfields, 
does not have integrity as a gold rush 
landscape. The settlement pattern and 
the infrastructure from the gold rush 
era are in good condition. A proportion 
of the gold rush mining sites is in poor 
condition. The relationships between the 
various components of the landscape as 
a gold rush landscape are only somewhat 
legible because of interruptions in 
their connections as Barberton evolved 
into a mining town. The town and the 
various relics of mining activities are an 
incomplete illustration of the impact of a 
gold rush.

Johannesburg – George Harrison Park
The Witwatersrand gold rush in 1886 

was considered the definitive rush in 
South Africa, as it revealed the largest 
reef ever uncovered. It attracted the 
miners from Barberton and Pilgrim’s Rest 
but also from Australia and California. 
This gold rush led to the founding of 
Johannesburg. The settlement started 
as a miners’ camp, known as Ferreira’s 
Camp, and a small triangular plot of 
land designed by the authorities to 
confine the newcomers. The first frontier 

buildings erected in the camp included 
hotels, bars, brothels, a circus, schools, 
and churches. Ferreira’s Camp is today 
a neighbourhood of the city, and the 
triangular plot of land corresponds to the 
city’s business district. The main complex 
that preserves and illustrates the mining 
activities tied to the gold rush is George 
Harrison Park, which sits on the location 
of the Langlaagte Farm where the first 
discovery was made. 

The settlement has been absorbed 
into the city of Johannesburg. Although 
there is evidence of the grid pattern of 
the original settlement, it shows little 
evidence of frontier town architecture 
and town planning. The landscape pattern 
showcases extraction. The settlement 
and land-use pattern shows the impact of 
mining over the course of the gold rush 
and in the later years. The pattern for 
mining activities describes the relationship 
between workings (for example, gold-
bearing ore) and the infrastructure 
required to extract the gold. 

The pattern of Indigenous activities 
is difficult to assess. The site of George 
Harrison Park is in a busy Johannesburg 
neighbourhood. There are few if any 
traces left of the Indigenous interaction 
with the land prior to mining. It illustrates 
the disruption of the Indigenous people’s 
interaction with the land.

Placer mining was the initial mining 
activity here. Various techniques were 
used, including rocker boxes, and shaft 
and tunnels, but these were slowly 
replaced by industrial mining activities. 
Today, no mining activities take place 
here. 

George Harrison Park is managed 
as a park by the City of Johannesburg. 
This management context illustrates the 
disappearance of active mining as well as 
the disruption of the Indigenous people’s 
traditional relationship with the land. 
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Criteria for 
comparison

Settlement 
pattern and 

composition

Indigenous 
interaction 
with the land

Type of 
mining 
activity

Management

Indigenous 
landscape

Frontier 
town 
pattern and 
architecture

Mining and 
Indigenous 
patterns

Complete 
mining 
settlement 
pattern

Evidence of 
claim system

Type of 
mining

Ongoing 
mining

Cooperative 
Indigenous 
and mining 
management

Use 
management

Tr’ondëk–Klondike

Complete

Yes

Coexistence of mining 
and Indigenous 
landscape

Yes

Yes

It illustrates 
disruption and in 
situ adaptation 
through continuity.

Placer mining 

Yes, placer mining

Yes

Mining, Indigenous 
traditional use

Johannesburg 
(George Harrison Park)

Interrupted

No

Mining and no 
evidence of Indigenous 
landscapes

Partial

No

Current Indigenous 
interactions illustrate 
the disruption.

Placer mining followed 
by lode mining

No

No

Loss of mining, loss of 
Indigenous use

Barberton

Interrupted

Yes

Mining and 
archaeological 
evidence of Indigenous 
landscapes

Yes

No

Current Indigenous 
interactions illustrate 
the disruption and 
ongoing efforts to 
reconnect with the 
land.

Placer mining followed 
by lode mining

Yes, lode mining

No

Loss of mining, loss of 
Indigenous use

Pilgrim’s Rest

Interrupted

Yes

Mining and 
archaeological 
evidence of Indigenous 
landscapes

Yes

No

Current Indigenous 
interactions illustrate 
the disruption and 
ongoing efforts to 
reconnect with the 
land.

Placer mining followed 
by lode mining

Yes, lode mining

No

Loss of mining, loss of 
Indigenous use

Table 3.9: Summary of Comparative Analysis of South African Sites

George Harrison Park marks the 
location of the discovery of the largest 
goldfield on earth and of the foundation 
of Johannesburg as a result of that 
discovery. It is celebrated through 
national commemoration because of 
its association with South African and 
international gold rushes and mining 
legacy. 

George Harrison Park, including its 
goldfields, does not have integrity as a 
gold rush landscape. The condition of the 
various remaining resources is poor. The 
heritage park includes remains of mining 
shafts and rails that guided the ore cars 
to the mines. Today, the site is in poor 
condition. There are plans to improve the 
site as an urban park with playgrounds 
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and greenery. The various relics of mining 
activities illustrate the impact of gold 
mining.

Summary of Comparison  
with South African Sites

The landscape of Tr’ondëk–Klondike 
has similarities with the South African 
gold rush mining sites in their initial 
architectural expression of a frontier 
town, evidence of alluvial mining, and 
settlements that supported mining 
activities. However, there are significant 
differences in that all the South African 
sites evolved into underground mining 
sites that transformed the landscape 
into industrial landscapes. The main 
distinction between Tr’ondëk–Klondike 
and the South African sites is that the 
nominated property did not evolve into 
a mining town tied to large industrial 
underground activities. Furthermore, the 
Indigenous presence was scarce within 
the South African sites, as conflict created 
a distance between Indigenous and 
colonial realities. Lastly, the condition of 

the evidence tied to the initial gold rush is 
in poor condition. 

Tr’ondëk–Klondike is an exceptional 
gold rush landscape because it has 
retained the elements of placer mining as 
well as the Indigenous relationship with 
the land. The nominated property stands 
out as a living gold rush landscape that 
continues to be shaped by placer mining 
and the Indigenous relationship with the 
land. Tr’ondëk–Klondike is exceptional 
in illustrating a continuous sequence 
of activities and technologies related to 
placer mining, in situ and from the gold 
rush to today.

Argentina and Chile
Argentina and Chile experienced 

a gold rush to Tierra del Fuego, at the 
southern tip of South America, between 
1884 and 1906. Since the mid-1860s, 
gold was being extracted from various 
rivers along the Atlantic coast. Before 
that, gold and silver mining activities 
had occurred farther north, such as 
at Chañarcillo (Chile) in the 1830s, 

Criteria for 
comparison

Cultural 
expressions

Integrity

Tr’ondëk–Klondike

Tr’ondëk–Klondike is 
a landscape that has 
become iconically 
associated with 
gold rushes. It is an 
expressive illustration 
of a frontier culture. 

Has integrity. It 
continues as a living, 
evolving gold rush 
landscape.

The landscape is in 
good condition.

Johannesburg 
(George Harrison Park)

George Harrison Park  
is associated with 
South African and 
international gold 
rushes and mining 
legacy. 
It is an interpretive 
illustration of a frontier 
culture.

Does not have 
integrity. The 
site illustrates an 
incomplete relic gold 
rush landscape.

It is in poor condition.

Barberton

Barberton is associated 
with South African 
and international 
gold rushes and 
mining legacy. 
It is a partially 
expressive illustration 
of a frontier culture. 

Does not have 
integrity. The town, 
with its goldfields, 
illustrates an 
incomplete relic gold 
rush landscape.
It is in moderate 
condition.

Pilgrim’s Rest

Pilgrim’s Rest is 
associated with 
South African and 
international gold 
rushes and mining 
legacy.  
It is an interpretive 
illustration of a frontier 
culture.

Does not have 
integrity. The town, 
with its goldfields, 
illustrates an 
incomplete relic gold 
rush landscape.
It is in moderate 
condition.

Table 3.9: Summary of Comparative Analysis of South African Sites (cont.)
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which had pushed new settlements into 
various parts of Chile and Argentina. 
However, what spurred a mass migration 
of fortune seekers was news of the 
discovery of significant surface deposits 
at Cape Virgenes (Argentina) during 
a wreck-recovery mission in 1884. 
Most of the workers came from South 
America, especially from Argentina 
and Chile. Companies were formed in 
Buenos Aires to exploit this new-found 
wealth, and they recruited immigrants, 
including Dalmatian miners, to work on 
their concessions. Both the Chilean and 
Argentine governments took an interest 
in the exploration, because it supported 
their ambitions to secure their authority 
on territories that had recently been 
acquired and over the potential resources 
they contained. 

Tierra del Fuego’s Indigenous 
people, comprising Selk’nam, Yámanas 
(Yahgan), and Kawésqar, had lived as 
hunter-gatherers for millennia in that 
region. The first significant contact with 
Europeans or communities of European 
descent occurred in the second half of the 
nineteenth century, when cattle breeders 
and farmers entered the area. By the end 
of the major gold rush in the first years 
of the twentieth century, the Indigenous 
population had dwindled from several 
thousand to about 1000 due to epidemics 
introduced by newcomers and aggressive 
policies that included extermination, 
forcible removal, and internment in 
camps. Today, the Selk’nam and Yámanas 
(Yahgan) have disappeared, and only 
about 2500 descendants of the Kawésqar 
remain, most of them of mixed ancestry. 

At the time of the gold rush, the 
closest settlement was a camp at Porvenir 
(Chile) across from Punta Arenas. Settled 
in 1884 as a police station, it became the 
main settlement to support gold mining 
activities. In 1894, it boasted a total of five 
structures, two of them liquor stores, and 
basic shipping-related infrastructure. The 

mining activities occurred on the beaches 
and rivers surrounding the settlement. 
Small pockets of miners camped close to 
their mining areas while they prospected. 
By 1894, more than 1000 people were 
working on Tierra del Fuego. In the 
early 1900s, dredges were built to extract 
and process gold. Some of the workings 
were connected to Porvenir by railway. 
It was the only location in Tierra del 
Fuego with sustained gold exploitation. 
Other locations, such as the Bay of San 
Sebastian north of Rio Grande on the 
east coast of the island, and Sloggett Bay 
near Cape San Pio in its southeast corner, 
did not primarily sustain gold extraction 
and processing; instead, they moved to 
support sheep farming. 

Much of the gold extracted was 
alluvial, which could be mined using 
basic technology. Prospectors sifted 
black mud and sand to reveal the gold. 
In 1905, American entrepreneurs 
introduced the first dredge to the region. 
The main challenge for a dredge was 
to have sufficient water to allow it to 
float. To achieve this, the landscape 
was temporarily modified through the 
construction of small dams that collected 
water and released it in a controlled 
fashion to allow the dredge to move.  
At the height of the gold rush, about  
12 dredges were operating. By 1910, 
much of the gold had been extracted, and 
commercial operations were no longer 
viable. This signalled the end of the gold 
rush in Tierra del Fuego.

Porvenir retains elements of a frontier 
town in the settlement pattern and some 
of its architecture. The settlement pattern 
showcases extraction, transportation, 
communication, administration, and 
support services. The settlement pattern 
for mining activities describes the 
relationship between workings (for 
example, creeks) and the infrastructure 
required to extract and transport gold 
(for example, dredges and rail). The 
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settlement pattern describes the mining 
activities that occurred during the gold 
rush. The settlement and land-use pattern 
shows the impact of mining over the 
course of the gold rush and in the later 
years. 

The Indigenous settlement pattern 
illustrates the relationship between people 
and their traditional territory prior to the 
gold rush. The Indigenous people were 

hunter-gatherers who took advantage 
of the coast, the windy plains, and the 
forested mountainous areas of the region. 
Hunting a variety of land-based mammals 
(such as guanaco, foxes, and rodents) 
and taking advantage of beached sea 
lions and whales, the Selk’nam moved 
around the land setting temporary camps 
and erecting tent-like shelters. The 
Yámanas (Yahgan) and Kawésqar were 

Criteria for 
comparison

Settlement 
pattern and 
composition

Indigenous 
interaction 
with the land

Type of 
mining 
activity

Management

Cultural 
expressions

Integrity 

Indigenous landscape

Frontier town pattern 
and architecture

Mining and Indigenous 
patterns

Complete mining 
settlement pattern

Evidence of claim 
system

Type of mining

Ongoing mining

Cooperative 
Indigenous and mining 
management

Use management

Tr’ondëk–Klondike

Complete

Yes

Coexistence of mining and Indigenous 
landscape

Yes

Yes

It illustrates in situ adaptation 
through continuity.

Placer mining 

Yes, placer mining

Yes

Mining, Indigenous traditional use

Tr’ondëk–Klondike is a landscape that 
has become iconically associated 
with gold rushes. It is an expressive 
illustration of a frontier culture. 

Has integrity. It continues as a living, 
evolving gold rush landscape.

It is in good condition.

Porvenir

Interrupted

Yes

Mining and archaeological evidence of 
Indigenous landscapes

Yes

No

Current Indigenous interactions 
illustrate the disruption and 
ongoing efforts to reconnect with 
the land.

Placer mining

Yes, lode

No

Mining, loss of Indigenous use

Porvenir is a landscape that is 
associated with the gold rush 
international phenomenon. It is a 
partially expressive illustration of a 
frontier culture.

Does not have integrity. The site 
illustrates an incomplete relic gold 
rush landscape.
It is in moderate condition.

Table 3.10: Summary of Comparative Analysis of Chilean Site
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nomadic canoe people who occasionally 
would land in search of food and set up 
temporary encampments. Their dwellings 
consisted of structures made out of wood 
frame when available, covered with 
branches and the hides of sea lions. 

The tangible evidence is scarce, 
because the Indigenous people moved 
around a great deal and lived on the 
ocean for much of the year. When 
the prospectors, sheep farmers, and 
authorities arrived in the area in the 
mid-nineteenth century, they initially 
pushed away the Indigenous people 
to pursue their own goals. However, 
this quickly escalated into assaults on 
settlements, forcible removal, internment, 
and extermination campaigns. Most 
Selk’nam, Yámanas (Yahgan) and 
Kawésqar populations had significantly 
decreased from a total number of about 
15 000 to fewer than 1000 by the turn 
of the twentieth century. The Indigenous 
people’s relationship with the land was 
physically disrupted at the time of the 
gold rush. 

The Indigenous interaction with 
the land is visible mostly through 
archaeological evidence and includes 
settlements/campsites and routes. Today’s 
relationship with the land is severely 
limited because of the disappearance of 
most of the Indigenous people that once 
lived in Tierra del Fuego. 

Placer mining was the predominant 
mining activity in Tierra del Fuego. 
Various techniques were used, including 
sluice boxes and rocker boxes. Large 
industrial mining occurred for a few 
years. Dredges were used to extract and 
separate the gold. Today, limited mining 
takes place.

Porvenir is a living community that 
continues to express a frontier town 
culture. It is managed as a commune/
municipality. Mining still occurs, but 
deposits are small. Much of the economic 
activities of Porvenir are related to sheep 

farming. Indigenous management of the 
land is non-existent. This management 
context illustrates the disappearance of 
active mining as well as the disruption 
of the Indigenous people’s traditional 
relationship with the land.

Porvenir is a landscape that is 
associated with the international gold 
rush phenomenon and is an illustration 
of a frontier culture. When news broke 
of a gold discovery, fortune seekers from 
around the world rushed to Tierra del 
Fuego. It has inspired various Chilean and 
Argentinian artistic expressions including 
literature and photography. 

Porvenir, including its goldfields, 
does not have integrity as a gold rush 
landscape. The settlement pattern and 
the pattern of mining activities are in 
moderate condition. The landscape 
around Porvenir contains relics of past 
gold mining activities. These include 
remains of dredges, railway tracks, and 
tailings as the most visible elements of 
the gold rush landscape. There are no 
ongoing placer gold mining activities 
following the initial rush at the end of the 
nineteenth century. The settlement itself 
has lost numerous components that speak 
to the mining activities. The town and 
the various relics of mining activities are 
an incomplete illustration of a gold rush 
landscape.

Summary of Comparison with 
the Chilean Site

The site of Tierra del Fuego is similar 
to Tr’ondëk–Klondike in that they both 
illustrate gold rushes on alluvial deposits, 
which led to similar extraction and 
processing techniques. Initially carried 
out modestly with pans, sluice boxes, and 
water, the mining activities intensified 
with the operation of dredges. The 
settlements are different in that Porvenir 
never developed into a community that 
permanently supported gold mining: its 
population never reached the numbers 
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experienced at Tr’ondëk–Klondike, and 
its short-lived rush was followed by 
ongoing farming activities. The difference 
is also apparent in terms of the tangible 
presence of Indigenous people. In 
Porvenir, they have all but disappeared. 
In Tr’ondëk–Klondike, the evidence of 
ongoing Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in activities 
and their relationship with the land is 
clear in archaeological, historical, and 
contemporary records. 

Canada
Canada was the destination of 

gold rushes as early as the 1850s and 
throughout the second half of the 
nineteenth century, principally in British 
Columbia. As placer miners moved 
north along the Cordillera region, from 
California through Oregon all the way 
to Alaska, they encountered numerous 
deposits that were rich enough to create 
interest for large numbers of people. 
The first major gold rush, following 
the discovery and trading of gold by 
Indigenous people with Hudson’s Bay 
Company traders, was to the Fraser River 
in 1858, which attracted more than 30 
000 prospectors in a matter of months. 
This mass population movement, largely 
from the United States, motivated the 
British Imperial government to establish 
the colony of British Columbia. The town 
of Yale became an important centre for 
supplies and transportation. In 1860, 
as miners were concentrating more on 
the interior, another major discovery 
triggered a second gold rush, this time 
in the Cariboo region. The commercial 
hub to support that gold rush was in 
Barkerville, which was quickly flooded 
with tens of thousands of miners.
 
 

Yale
New Caledonia, as most of the 

territory that is now British Columbia was 
known as prior to 1858, was administered 
at the start of the gold rush by the 
Hudson’s Bay Company. The company 
had established trading posts in various 
locations in the territory to trade fur with 
the Indigenous people of the interior. 
When gold was found along the Fraser 
River and an influx of miners rushed to 
the area, Yale, a trading post founded in 
1848, promptly grew to accommodate 
the services and civic buildings required 
to administer the region. When the 
Cariboo Wagon Road was constructed 
in the 1860s, Yale solidified its strategic 
importance in supporting the mining 
activities. It continued to prosper for 
about 20 years after the rush had ended.

The settlement pattern of Yale was 
simple and typified a frontier town. It 
included a main street parallel to the 
river, docks, and various services such 
as hotels, entertainment halls, and pubs. 
The materials and architecture were 
typical of infrastructure that had been 
built efficiently and quickly in a frontier 
environment. The settlement pattern 
has retained the typical grid pattern that 
resulted from surveying.

The gold rush landscape extended into 
the goldfields in the valleys and creeks 
along the Fraser River. It included mining, 
settlements/campsites, roads, and railways 
(these last are unrelated to the gold rush). 
These sites are connected to one another 
by rivers, creeks, and trails. The mining 
settlement pattern includes all aspects of 
activity from extraction, transportation, 
communication, administration, and 
support services. The settlement and land-
use pattern shows the impact of mining 
over the course of the gold rush and in 
the years that followed. There is evidence 
of the claim system in some areas of the 
goldfields.



184         Tr’ondëk–Klondike

Before the arrival of the miners, the 
Fraser River valley was the traditional 
territory of the Stó:lō (Coastal Salish), the 
Nlaka’pamux (Thompson Salish), and 
the St’at’imc (Lillooet). The Indigenous 
peoples followed a seasonal cycle across 
their territory to fish, hunt, and gather 
plant foods. The arrival of the miners 
and of government officials disrupted 
the Indigenous relationship with their 
territory. The encroachment on the 
Indigenous peoples’ territory and the 
violence toward them triggered open 
conflict with the newcomers. These 
conflicts involved alliances with Indigenous 
people even farther away from the valley, 
such as the Okanagan and Secwepemc 
(Shuswap), as they too were affected 
by the encroachment. The authorities 
created reservations and concentrated the 
Indigenous people on that land. In 1857, 
the Nlaka’pamux refused to allow the 
gold seekers access to their territory. By 
1869, they were petitioning the authorities 
for secure land tenure as they were 
increasingly preoccupied with the pressures 
from the settlers. 

Land and resources were increasingly 
appropriated, which restricted their ability 
to fish and hunt. The height of one of 
the open conflicts, the Fraser River War, 
occurred during the return of the salmon 
migration. The war was a response to 
the activities of the miners who were 
disrupting water flow for their own use. 
Furthermore, the diversion of rivers, 
streams, and lakes caused significant 
changes to the sacred nature of the 
linear landscape of the river valley. The 
naming of the various components of 
the landscape after American cities (for 
example, Boston Bar and New York Bar) 
alienated the Indigenous people from 
their traditional territory. The Indigenous 
people’s relationship with the land was 
partially disrupted at the time of the gold 
rush. At times, miners and Indigenous 

people worked side by side, but at other 
times they were in open conflict. 

The Indigenous interaction with the 
land during the gold rush and in the 
years that followed is evident through 
archaeological heritage and oral tradition. 
It includes fishing sites, settlements/
campsites, culturally modified trees, and 
trails. Today’s relationship with the land 
is influenced by the relationship with 
government authorities, which has yet 
to be formalized, as no treaty has been 
signed. The Nlaka’pamux are active in 
protecting their territory, as evidenced by 
the Stein Valley Nlaka’pamux Heritage 
Park, a wilderness park in an area 
important to them that is located west of 
the confluence of the Fraser and Stein 
rivers. Current Indigenous interactions 
with their traditional territories illustrate 
the disruption and ongoing work to 
maintain the connection with the land.

Placer mining was the predominant 
activity in the region. Various techniques 
were used, including sluice boxes, 
rocker boxes, and hydraulic mining. 
Dredges were used in specific locations 
(for example, at Lillooet) to extract and 
separate the gold. Today, there are some 
placer mining activities.

Yale is a living community of peoples 
who continue to nurture a connection 
to the land for their livelihood. It is 
managed as an unincorporated town. 
Many residents are members of the 
independent Yale First Nation. A treaty is 
being negotiated that would articulate the 
management responsibilities between the 
First Nation government, the provincial 
government, and the federal government. 
Currently, the First Nation is consulted on 
projects that may impact lands, resources, 
and cultural resources to ensure they 
are managed in a way that is consistent 
with its culture, values, and priorities. 
Much of the effort of the Indigenous 
people is concentrated on ensuring 



Chapter 3: Justification for Inscription          185

the recognition and implementation of 
Aboriginal title to the land and rights 
to use it. This management context 
illustrates the impact of the gold rush on 
the management of the land as well as 
the disruption of the Indigenous people’s 
traditional relationship with the land.

Yale, like many gold rush sites, is 
associated with the gold rush era and is 
an illustration of a frontier culture. Its 
association with the gold rushes of British 
Columbia has inspired various British 
Columbian and, more widely, Canadian 
artistic expressions including literature 
and photography, although their impact 
was generally not long-lasting.

Yale, including its goldfields, does not 
have integrity as a gold rush landscape. 
The settlement pattern and infrastructure 
of the gold rush era are in moderate 
condition. A significant proportion of the 
mining sites has disappeared or is in poor 
condition. There is evidence of ditches 
for sluicing in various locations in the 
goldfields as well as mining tailings and 
test holes. While Yale played a vital role 
in the development of the Fraser River 
gold rush, much of the infrastructure 
and the landscape patterns, such as the 
claim system, associated with that period 
have been reworked and are no longer 
evident. The Gold Commissioner’s vault, 
cemeteries, the Anglican Church, and 
sections of trails remain as evidence of 
a gold rush landscape. The relationship 
between the various components of 
the landscape as a gold rush landscape 
is not clearly legible. The town and the 
various relics of mining activities are an 
incomplete illustration of a gold rush 
landscape.

Barkerville
Barkerville had a different history 

from Yale’s. Founded in 1861 within the 
context of the Cariboo Gold Rush, at 
its peak it supported over 5000 people, 

growing from a collection of tents to a 
proper settlement. 

Its settlement pattern was adapted to 
the terrain, but the core retained a grid-
like appearance along the main street. 
It hosted a number of services including 
general stores, boarding houses, a school, 
and pharmacies. In 1868, it was destroyed 
by fire. Within weeks, over 90 buildings 
had been rebuilt. While the roads were 
widened and some buildings enlarged, 
Barkerville typified the frontier town in 
its grid pattern, the choice of wood and 
metal as materials, and the architecture. 

The goldfields include evidence 
of mining, settlements, and campsites 
that are connected to one another by 
rivers, creeks, and trails. The mining 
settlement pattern includes all aspects of 
activity from extraction, transportation, 
communication, administration, and 
support services. The settlement and land-
use pattern shows the impact of mining 
over the course of the gold rush.

The area in and around Barkerville 
and the Cariboo was a traditional territory 
for the Dakelh (Carrier). Members from 
other nations, including the Tsilhqot’in 
(Chilcotin), Nlaka’pamux (Nicola), the 
Stl’atl'imx (Thompson), and Secwepemc 
(Shuswap), migrated at different times 
for employment, including in mining. 
Before the gold rush, the Indigenous 
people would travel the land for food and 
other resources. They had seasonal camps 
along the shores of rivers and lakes, 
trails connecting different locations, and 
temporary settlements. The mass arrival 
of miners disrupted their traditional way 
of life, such as their salmon fishing and 
fur-trading activities. This disruption led 
to open conflict between newcomers 
and Indigenous people, and the latter’s 
displacement caused by the miners. 
It also created opportunities for some 
to participate actively in mining or 
in its supporting activities. Notably, a 
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Criteria for 
comparison

Settlement 
pattern and 
composition

Indigenous 
interaction 
with the land

Type of 
mining 
activity

Management

Cultural 
expressions

Integrity 

Indigenous 
landscape

Frontier town 
pattern and 
architecture

Mining and 
Indigenous 
patterns

Complete mining 
settlement pattern

Evidence of claim 
system

Type of mining

Ongoing mining

Cooperative 
Indigenous 
and mining 
management

Use management

Tr’ondëk–Klondike

Complete

Yes

Coexistence of mining and 
Indigenous landscape

Yes

Yes

It illustrates in situ 
adaptation through 
continuity.

Placer mining 

Yes, placer mining

Yes

Mining, Indigenous 
traditional use

Tr’ondëk–Klondike is a 
landscape that has become 
iconically associated 
with gold rushes. It is an 
expressive illustration of a 
frontier culture. 

Has integrity. It continues 
as a living, evolving gold 
rush landscape.

It is in good condition.

Yale

Complete

Yes

Mining and partial evidence 
of Indigenous landscapes

Partial

Yes

Current Indigenous 
interactions illustrate the 
disruption and adaptation 
through ongoing work to 
maintain the connection 
with the land.

Placer mining 

Yes, placer mining

Partial

Loss of mining, partial 
Indigenous use

Yale is associated with 
the gold rush era. It has 
inspired British Columbian 
and Canadian artistic 
expressions (such as 
literature and photography). 
It is a partially expressive 
illustration of a frontier 
culture.

Does not have integrity. The 
town, with its goldfields, 
illustrates an incomplete 
relic gold rush landscape.

It is in moderate condition.

Barkervville

Interrupted

Yes

Mining and partial evidence 
of Indigenous landscapes

Yes

Partial

Current Indigenous 
interactions illustrate the 
disruption and adaptation 
through ongoing work to 
maintain the connection 
with the land.

Placer mining 

Yes, lode and placer mining

Partial

Mining, partial Indigenous 
use

Barkerville is associated with 
the gold rush era. It has 
inspired British Columbian 
and Canadian artistic 
expressions (such as literature 
and photography). It is an 
interpretive illustration of a 
frontier culture.

Does not have integrity. The 
town, with its goldfields, 
illustrates an incomplete 
relic gold rush landscape.

It is in moderate condition.

Table 3.11: Summary of Comparative Analysis of other Canadian Sites
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significant number of Indigenous people 
in Barkerville came from outside the 
area. The area’s Indigenous people were 
affected by the gold rush, largely because 
of conflicts, forced labour, and loss of 
access to food sources. 

The Indigenous interaction with the 
traditional territory during the gold rush 
and in the years that followed is mostly 
tangibly evident through archaeological 
heritage, oral tradition, and modern use. 
It includes fishing sites, settlements/
campsites, and trails. Current Indigenous 
interactions with their traditional territory 
illustrate the disruption and ongoing 
work to maintain the connection with 
the land. Today’s relationship with the 
land is defined by the relationship with 
government authorities, which has yet 
to be articulated, as no treaty has been 
signed.

Placer mining was the predominant 
mining activity in the goldfields of 
Barkerville. Various techniques were 
used, including sluice boxes, rocker boxes, 
hydraulic mining, and dredges. By 1870, 
much of the placer mining had ceased 
and had been replaced by underground 
mining. Large industrial mining occurred 
for a few years. Today, there are some 
placer mining activities. There are lode 
mining projects nearby and plans for a 
lode mining project in cooperation with 
the Lhtako Dene First Nation. 

Barkerville is a museum town owned 
by the Province of British Columbia and 
managed by a local Trust. In 1997, the 
British Columbia government acquired the 
site to make it a tourism attraction. The 
land around the town is in part subject to 
treaty negotiations with the Indigenous 
people. This management context 
illustrates the impact of the gold rush on 
the management of the land as well as 
the ongoing efforts to reconnect following 
the disruption of the Indigenous people’s 
traditional relationship with the land.

Barkerville, like many gold rush sites, 
is associated with the nineteenth-century 
gold rush era and is an illustration 
of a frontier culture. Because of its 
association with the Cariboo gold rush, 
the landscape has inspired various British 
Columbian and, more widely, Canadian 
artistic expressions such as literature and 
photography. 

Barkerville, including its goldfields, 
does not have integrity as a gold rush 
landscape. The settlement pattern and 
the infrastructure from the gold rush 
era are in good condition. A proportion 
of the mining sites has disappeared or is 
in poor condition, as a result of modern 
lode mining activities. The relationship 
between the various components of 
the landscape as a gold rush landscape 
is not clearly legible and as such, the 
landscape condition is moderate. It is 
similar to United States “ghost towns,” 
since it has no residents and is preserved 
as a museum. The nearby towns of 
New Barkerville and Wells are host to 
living communities. Some residents are 
involved in modern lode mining activities. 
The town and the various relics of mining 
activities in the goldfields related to 
Barkerville are an incomplete illustration 
of a gold rush landscape.

Summary of Comparison with 
the Canadian Sites

Tr’ondëk–Klondike stands out as a 
living gold rush landscape that continues 
to be shaped by placer mining and the 
Indigenous relationship with the land. 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike is exceptional in 
illustrating a continuous sequence of 
activities and technologies related to 
placer mining in the nominated property 
and from the Gold Rush to today. The 
main distinction between Tr’ondëk–
Klondike and both Yale and Barkerville is 
that it is maintained as a living landscape 
focused on placer mining and on an 
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Indigenous traditional use of the territory. 
It is also distinctive for the exceptional 
condition of its gold rush landscape. 

3.2.e. Conclusion
The comparative analysis of Tr’ondëk–

Klondike with sites in the United 
States, Australia, New Zealand, South 
Africa, Chile, and Canada highlights the 
nominated property as an exceptional 
example of a gold rush landscape. 
Although all the other sites offer gold 
rush landscapes to varying degrees, 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike stands out as the best 
example. 

Tr’ondëk–Klondike has authenticity 
as a gold rush landscape, in light of the 
tangible evidence associated with the 
definition of these types of landscapes. 
The settlement patterns and composition, 
the Indigenous interactions with 
the land, the type of mining activity, 
the management approach, and the 
expression of frontier culture, are a 
strong and consistent demonstration of  
authenticity that surpass comparable sites. 

Compared to the other gold rush 
landscapes that have integrity, such as 
Castlemaine and Arrowtown, Tr’ondëk–
Klondike stands out as a living, ongoing 
gold rush landscape. Following the boom 
and bust of the gold rush, the other 
gold rush landscapes have retained relic 
elements of the activities and landscape 
components that illustrate the period 
of the gold rush, including various 
technological phases, original settlement 
patterns, and architectural elements. 
Through maintenance and interpretation, 
those landscapes continue to interpret the 
gold rush events of those regions. 

Tr’ondëk–Klondike has retained 
those elements as well as continued to 
evolve following the same principles that 
originally shaped the gold rush landscape. 

The principles are tied to the tangible 
evidence: frontier town settlement 
patterns and composition continue 
to guide the town’s development; the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in interact with their 
traditional territory within the gold 
rush landscape, showing evidence of 
adaptation to maintain their way of life; 
placer mining continues to shape the hills 
and creeks of the goldfields, showing the 
unique transformation of the land tied to 
this type of mining; and the coexistence 
and shared management of the landscape 
ensure that mining and Indigenous 
activities are maintained fully. 

The ongoing presence and continuous 
Indigenous interaction with the land and 
exceptional condition of the evidence of 
patterns of traditional Indigenous activities 
in the gold rush landscape highlight 
the authenticity of Tr’ondëk–Klondike 
compared to other sites associated with 
gold rushes. This is because Tr’ondëk–
Klondike provides the complete evidence 
of the impact of a sudden, significant 
migration and settlement of non-
Indigenous people in lands used and 
inhabited by Indigenous people and of 
the disruption of the Indigenous way of 
life within their traditional homelands. 
It illustrates fully the frontier town and 
culture, as well as the past and ongoing 
impact on the land and on the people. 
Here, the spirit of the gold rush continues 
to shape the land and the way of life of 
both newcomers and Indigenous people. 

Tr’ondëk–Klondike is an exemplary 
illustration of the sudden settlement of 
non-Indigenous settlers pursuing gold 
mining activities on Indigenous traditional 
lands. It is a complete landscape, placer 
mining is ongoing, and the Indigenous 
interaction with the landscape shows 
in situ adaptation through continuity. 
Together, these three key elements 
illustrate the frontier culture vividly and 
actively. 
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(i)  A Complete Settlement 
Pattern and Composition
Tr’ondëk–Klondike is a complete 

gold rush landscape. In its landscape, the 
entire system related to placer mining 
from the gold rush and later periods can 
be traced through ongoing practices and 
can be understood through various sites 
in the region. The archaeological and 
architectural infrastructure associated 
with extraction, transportation, 
communication, administration, and 
support is present and in good condition. 
The relationship between the different 
components of the landscape is legible, 
consistent, and active. 

Its completeness is particularly evident 
when Tr’ondëk–Klondike is compared 
to other sites in which the landscape 
has been interrupted by incompatible 
infrastructure and activities, components 
are missing, or relationships between 
components are no longer legible.

(ii)  A Complete and Ongoing 
Relationship with the Land

Tr’ondëk–Klondike is an exceptional 
illustration of the in situ adaptation 
through continuity of the Indigenous 
people in response to the impact of 
the Gold Rush. Although this impact 
disrupted Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in’s ability 
to interact with their traditional 
territory, they maintained a continuous 
relationship with the land through 
adaptation to the impact. 

For millennia, Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
interacted with their traditional 
territory for subsistence, cultural, 
and spiritual reasons. The Gold Rush 
impacted that relationship by altering 
their access to fishing camps along 
the river as well as changing their 
settlement pattern from semi-nomadic 
to permanent. The Indigenous people 
adapted by changing fishing technology, 

fishing location, settlement location, 
and settlement shape within the gold 
rush landscape. Through these changes, 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in maintained a 
physical and spiritual relationship 
with their traditional territory. The 
pattern of the Indigenous relationship 
with the land prior to the Gold Rush 
and the adaptations in response to its 
impact are legible in the landscape 
as evidenced by the archaeological 
and historical records, oral tradition, 
and contemporary uses. The ongoing 
Indigenous interaction with the land 
is made possible by Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
responsibilities in the governance of 
their land.

This contrasts with the evidence at 
other sites. In some cases, the Indigenous 
presence on the traditional territory was 
physically severed through such events 
as enslavement or forced relocation. In 
others, it was altered through disuse or 
loss of access to parts of the landscape. 
In these cases, the evidence of the 
relationship is demonstrated through 
archaeological and historical record, and 
in certain cases oral tradition. In other 
cases, such as in New Zealand, British 
Columbia, and Alaska, the Indigenous 
people demonstrated the ability to adapt 
to their way of life within the gold rush 
landscape. The evidence of Indigenous 
interaction with the land is essential 
to a gold rush landscape, as it clearly 
illustrates the impact that the gold rush 
had on the people. Those sites associated 
with gold rushes that do not have that 
evidence do not illustrate the complete 
impact of the significant period in 
history. While all gold rushes resulted 
in various degrees of disruption for 
Indigenous people, Tr’ondëk–Klondike is 
an outstanding example of their in situ 
adaptation through continuity.
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(iii)  A Complete Expression 
of Placer Mining in the 
Landscape

Tr’ondëk–Klondike is an exceptional 
and complete expression of placer 
mining in the landscape that continues 
to illustrate the impact of the Gold Rush. 
For over a century, miners have shaped 
the landscape through the various placer 
mining techniques including sluice 
boxes, hydraulic mining, dredges, and 
underground mining. The evidence 
from the Gold Rush and subsequent 
periods is apparent through the relics, 
the physical alterations in the landscape 
(such as the tailings and cuts), and the 
ongoing activities that sustain it as a living 
landscape. The relationships between the 
different components are legible. 

This compares with other sites in 
which no significant traces of placer 
mining remain, as they were overtaken 
by lode mining or altered by other 
activities such as agriculture. This is also 
compared to sites in which placer mining 
is no longer active in the landscape; 
instead, the historical activity is evoked 
through relics and the evidence of 
past physical alterations. The ongoing 
expression of placer mining in the 
landscape is the result of the ongoing 
management of placer mining activities, 
which has also maintained the integrity of 
the evidence associated with the activity.

(iv)  An Exceptional Example of 
Frontier Culture Expressed 
in a Gold Rush Landscape

Tr’ondëk–Klondike is an exceptional 
example of a gold rush landscape that 
retains characteristics of a frontier 
culture while continuing to evolve. The 
settlement pattern, the architecture, and 
the ongoing use by placer miners and 
Indigenous people typify the frontier 
town. Its efficiently erected structures and 
the meeting place between Indigenous 

people and newcomers convey the sense 
of place. It remains a sparsely inhabited 
place where an individual can stake a 
claim and work it. Furthermore, its iconic 
stature among nineteenth-century gold 
rushes, as exemplified by its association 
with well-known literary, artistic, and 
film works, has nurtured a spirit of place 
that distinguishes it from other gold rush 
sites. 

While gold rush sites around the 
world capture the imagination because 
of their association with frontier culture, 
only a few – such as the California Gold 
Rush – have attained iconic status. These 
few were the subjects and settings of 
various artistic expressions, adapting to 
new media such as film, which, carried 
the ideas of frontier culture to a wide 
audience for over a century. The Klondike 
Gold Rush is iconic and, in contrast to 
the California Gold Rush, continues to 
be iconic as an evolving landscape. This 
is compared to other relic sites in which 
gold rush boom towns and frontier towns 
have become ghost towns or historic 
districts whose spirit of place is anchored 
in the past rather than in living, ongoing 
activities. 

Today, Tr’ondëk–Klondike displays 
relics of mining activities associated 
with the gold rush era; maintained 
elements of the frontier town; ongoing 
Indigenous presence; and ongoing mining 
activities. While frontier culture is often 
associated with a severe imbalance of 
power between Indigenous people and 
newcomers, Tr’ondëk–Klondike today 
retains the ability to convey the key 
idealized values of that culture within a 
landscape where Indigenous harvesting 
and cultural activities have their full 
place alongside other uses and are 
defined by Indigenous self-government. 
The combination of the evidence of the 
past and of the living landscape makes 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike an outstanding 
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example of a nineteenth-century gold 
rush frontier culture that has evolved and 
continues to prosper in the twenty-first 
century. 

(v)  The Most Complete 
Example of a Gold Rush 
Landscape Illustrating the 
Impact of the Nineteenth-
Century Gold Rushes

Tr’ondëk–Klondike is an exceptional 
example of a gold rush landscape because 
it has a high degree of authenticity and 
integrity, and because the impact of the 
Gold Rush, the ongoing placer mining, 
and the Indigenous relationship with the 
land are all evident. 

Its significance lies in the coexistence 
of mining and Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
activities. That coexistence played a 
significant role in the sustainability of 
activities and of the settlements. Contrary 
to most gold rush sites, Tr’ondëk–
Klondike has combined both since the 
nineteenth century. Many gold rush sites 
no longer sustain placer gold mining 
or no longer exhibit the evidence of 
gold mining activities with the level of 
integrity exhibited at Tr’ondëk–Klondike. 
The landscape has retained its integrity 
and function for the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, 
and their traditional management of 
the land is maintained. Many gold 
rush sites no longer exhibit evidence 
of the Indigenous peoples retaining an 
uninterrupted use, stewardship, and 
authority on the landscape. Finally, 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike retains the spirit of 
place that contributed to defining the 
experience of those in search of riches 
and of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in life on the 
land. Whether it is through Jack London’s 
stories, Robert Service’s poems, or Charlie 
Chaplin’s movies, Tr’ondëk–Klondike 
continues to evoke the spirit of adventure 
that has come to epitomize the Klondike 

Gold Rush. Similarly, the landscape 
retains its sense of place as Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in land imbued with the stories, 
traditions, and knowledge that come from 
thousands of years of experience living on 
this land.

3.3  Proposed Statement of 
Outstanding Universal 
Value

3.3.a. Brief Synthesis
Centred on the Yukon and Klondike 

rivers in northwestern Canada, 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike is an exceptional 
living cultural landscape that reflects 
the enduring coexistence of Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in and newcomer populations, 
which were brought and bound together 
by an iconic nineteenth-century gold 
rush. The Klondike Gold Rush took 
place between 1896 and 1898 and saw 
approximately 30 000 people from 
all over the world travel north to the 
Klondike in search of gold. Located 
in a rugged subarctic environment, 
the nominated property includes a 
wide variety of heritage features and 
components found along an 85-kilometre 
stretch of the Yukon River, in the historic 
Gold Rush-era town of Dawson City and 
in the Klondike goldfields. The features 
and components include Indigenous 
sites, camps, and settlements such as 
Tr’ochëk and Moosehide; the layout, 
streetscapes, and extensive vernacular 
building stock of Dawson City; and the 
landforms, infrastructure, machinery, 
and compounds associated with over a 
century of continuous placer gold mining 
in the goldfields.

The fundamentally different 
relationships with the land for the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and newcomer 
populations continue to shape the 
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cultural landscape today. Traditional 
Indigenous culture and values coexist 
with active placer mining in an area that 
has long been associated with a frontier 
meeting place of Indigenous peoples 
and newcomers in search of land and 
resources. This context and the enormous 
impact of the Gold Rush and its aftermath 
are legible in the material heritage of 
the landscape. They are also evocatively 
portrayed in a rich body of literature 
and photography as well as narrated in 
the stories of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in. 
Ultimately, the site is a distinctive, 
intact, and comprehensive example of 
a nineteenth-century gold rush whose 
legacy has shaped the region and its 
inhabitants for the past 120 years.

3.3.b.  Justification for 
Criteria

Criterion (iv): to be an outstanding 
example of a type of landscape which illustrates 
(a) significant stage(s) in human history.

 Tr’ondëk–Klondike is an outstanding 
example of an evolving gold rush 
landscape that illustrates the iconic gold 
rushes of the nineteenth century, which 
were a significant stage in human history. 
It offers a superlative representation 
of an Indigenous people’s continuing 
relationship with their lands, which was 
maintained despite the impacts of the 
Gold Rush. It also offers an intact mining 
landscape that reveals the magnitude of 
the event and the ongoing evolution of 
placer gold mining. Although short lived, 
the Klondike Gold Rush transformed the 
traditional lands of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
and initiated over a century of intensive 
interaction between Indigenous and 
newcomer communities. Tr’ondëk–
Klondike is exceptional for being a 
complete gold rush landscape in which 
the formative activities of placer gold 
mining and Indigenous cultural traditions 

and practices remain at the core of the 
property’s identity and continue to shape 
and reshape the landscape today.

Criterion (vi): to be directly or tangibly 
associated with events or living traditions, with 
ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic and literary 
works of outstanding universal significance. 

Tr’ondëk–Klondike is iconic in its 
direct and tangible association with 
frontier culture. An idea developed and 
perpetuated by newcomers, frontier 
culture is strongly associated with colonial 
ambitions of territorial expansion and 
resources extraction underlain by a 
racist worldview. Frontier culture is also 
associated with cross-cultural exchange 
between Indigenous peoples and 
newcomers as well as rich material and 
intangible forms of cultural expression. 
In Tr’ondëk–Klondike, the expression of 
frontier culture has evolved to describe a 
space where Indigenous culture thrives 
and interacts with newcomer culture 
that is heavily influenced by the spirit 
of adventure and self-reliance that 
characterized the Gold Rush. Frontier 
culture is most fully and powerfully 
expressed in the architecture and 
settlement patterns of Dawson City, 
its continued use by placer miners and 
Indigenous people, and in the evocative 
representation of the Klondike Gold 
Rush in over a century of literature and 
other forms of art. It is also profoundly 
expressed in the enduring presence and 
strength of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, which 
is demonstrated through archaeological 
sites, settlement patterns, harvesting 
practices, self-governance, and living oral 
traditions. Tr’ondëk–Klondike constitutes 
a superlative example of the evolving 
phenomenon of frontier culture that 
is embodied in the physical landscape 
and the ways in which this landscape is 
inhabited and represented.
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3.3.c. Statement of Integrity
Tr’ondëk–Klondike exhibits a 

high level of integrity. It possesses all 
the features necessary to express its 
Outstanding Universal Value, including 
historical and contemporary settlements, 
camp structures, infrastructure, artifacts, 
landforms, and natural elements that 
reflect continuing Indigenous inhabitation 
of the land and ongoing placer gold 
mining. It is of adequate size to ensure the 
complete representation of features and 
processes that constitute its Outstanding 
Universal Value. The boundaries of the 
site encompass 38 251.26 hectares of 
lands and waters within the central 
region of the Yukon, including a stretch 
of the Yukon River valley at the heart of 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in traditional territory, 
the Klondike goldfields, and the historic 
settlements of Moosehide, Tr’ochëk, 
Dawson City, and Forty Mile. Robust 
administrative and regulatory structures, 
combined with the local cultural and 
economic context, uphold the values of 
the region’s unique heritage. Because of 
this, the nominated property suffers no 
adverse effects of development or neglect. 
Its integrity lies in the continuing role 
of Indigenous cultural traditions and 
practices, and placer mining, in shaping 
the physical and cultural identity of the 
region. 

3.3.d.  Statement of 
Authenticity

The Outstanding Universal Value of 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike is credibly reflected 
in the authenticity of the following 
attributes: location and setting of the intact 
northern landscape including the valleys, 
hills, forests, and banks of the Yukon 
River watershed; use and function of the 
direct connection between landscape 
features and activities associated with 

traditional Indigenous life on the 
land, frontier settlement, mining, and 
administration; tradition, techniques, and 
management systems of the evidence of 
methods used by Indigenous harvesters 
and miners to draw resources from the 
land, and the enduring systems that 
structure and organize life and economic 
activity in the region; form and design 
of the characteristic setting, pattern, 
and layout of settlements and camps, 
and the goldfields and their constituent 
mining claims; materials and substance of 
the original buildings and structures that 
comprise townsites, mining infrastructure, 
cabins, sternwheelers, and Indigenous 
harvesting camps; and spirit and feeling of 
the rich body of artistic works associated 
with the site, and the frontier culture 
evident in strong vernacular building 
traditions, frontier settlement patterns, 
and vibrant Indigenous culture. Tr’ondëk–
Klondike is an authentic embodiment 
of the Klondike Gold Rush and ongoing 
placer mining, the enduring strength of 
Indigenous values and traditions, and the 
evolution of frontier culture.

3.3.e.  Protection and 
Management 
Requirements

The management regime relies on 
the authorities of each of the federal, 
territorial, Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, and 
municipal jurisdictions to ensure the 
protection and conservation of the 
attributes. A Stewardship Board serves 
as the site manager and is responsible 
for coordinating and working with 
the authorities and stakeholders to 
conserve the elements that demonstrate 
the Outstanding Universal Value of 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike and for implementing 
the Tr’ondëk–Klondike World Heritage 
Site Management Plan. The Management 
Plan sets the objectives for the 
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coordinated protection, conservation, and 
interpretation of the property. It relies 
on a range of plans under the authority 
of the federal, territorial, First Nation, 
and municipal governments for effective 
implementation.

The long-term pressures on the 
property are primarily environmental, 
such as from flooding and forest fires, 
in addition to other environmental 
effects exacerbated by climate change. 
The materials used for the buildings and 
other structures are susceptible to the 
impacts of moisture, wind, cold, and 
changes in permafrost, and they require 
regular maintenance to ensure their 
conservation. Archaeological resources as 
well as structures are affected by thawing 
of permafrost, and by the increase in 

water quantity and flow along the banks 
of the Yukon, Klondike, and Fortymile 
rivers. The management of both placer 
mining activities and of Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in relationships with their land 
is necessary to conserve the significance 
of the property. Potential imbalances 
between them may be addressed by 
territorial and First Nation legislation 
that provides the tools and processes to 
address any pressures to the authenticity 
of the property. Monitoring is carried out 
by the relevant authorities, as guided by 
their management plans, policies, and 
guidelines. It consists of retaining an 
inventory of existing resources and their 
condition, and, where applicable, creating 
measures to mitigate the impact of the 
natural pressures.
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Chapter 4

STATE OF CONSERVATION AND  
FACTORS AFFECTING THE PROPERTY
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Figure 4.1 (Cover) Dawson City streetscape on Third Avenue
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4.a.  Present State of 
Conservation

Overall, the present state of 
conservation of the nominated property is 
good, as are the levels of integrity of the 
features and components that contribute 
to its proposed Outstanding Universal 
Value (OUV) as described in Chapter 3. 
Table 4.1 provides a summary of the 
state of conservation in the nominated 
property.

For ease of description, the 
baseline data and ratings of the state of 
conservation have been grouped under 
three general areas within the overall 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike cultural landscape: 
the Yukon Riverscape from Tr’ochëk to 
Forty Mile, the Klondike goldfields, and 

Tr’ochëk and Dawson City. The areas are 
further grouped into features (major sites 
and functional clusters), which are made 
up of specific built, archaeological, and 
landscape components. 

The nominated property has  
22 features consisting of 408 components 
that contribute to the proposed 
Outstanding Universal Value. There are 
272 built, 105 archaeological, and  
31 landscape components that have been 
identified as contributing to the proposed 
Outstanding Universal Value of the 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike cultural landscape. 
Of these components within Tr’ondëk–
Klondike, 331 (81 percent) are rated 
good, 74 (18 percent) are rated fair, and  
3 (1 percent) are rated poor in terms  
of their state of conservation. See 

4.  State of Conservation and 
Factors Affecting  
the Property

Figure 4.2 Dawson City is a mature tourism destination with infrastructure capable of supporting a significant 
increase of annual visitors
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Appendix G.1 for a detailed listing of 
features and individual components, the 
ratings of their state of conservation, and 
the benchmark data. 

These features and components 
are administered by four levels of 
government and by private property 
owners, sometimes individually 
and sometimes in combination. The 
administration of the components is 
governed by a variety of management 
policies, plans, and strategies, as well as 
by legislated regulations and bylaws as 
described in Chapter 5. The coordinated 
management of the property, through a 
common management and governance 
structure, will enhance each agency’s 
ability to deliver comprehensive 
conservation measures for all types of 
components and ensure integrity of the 

property, should it be inscribed on the 
World Heritage List.

The state of conservation throughout 
the property has benefited from its 
subarctic climate and isolated nature as 
well as from strong and well established 
local stewardship and protection, care, 
and continued maintenance under 
all four jurisdictional mandates. The 
landscape continues to support and 
reflect the historical and contemporary 
activities of mining and the use of the 
land and resources by Indigenous people, 
all of which are essential to the integrity 
of the nominated property. The physical 
and associative connections between 
the various features in the landscape are 
maintained, further contributing to the 
good overall condition of the nominated 
property. 

Area Components  Thematic Condition Monitoring
 Summary Description   Authority

Yukon   
Riverscape 

Goldfields

Tr’ochëk and  
Dawson City 

20 built components 
42  archaeological  

components
12  specific landscape 

components 

56 built components
42  archaeological 

components
7  landscape 

components 

196  built 
components

21  archaeological 
components

12  landscape 
components

Historical and 
contemporary 
fishing; historical 
and contemporary 
camps, 
transport, and 
settlements 

Placer gold mining, 
mining service, 
and transportation 
infrastructure 

Primary settlement 
area, and historical 
and contemporary 
fish camp 

Good  67
Fair  7
 
 

Good  78
Fair  27
 

Good  186
Fair  40
Poor  3

YG, TH, 
DFO

PCA, YG, 
TH

PCA, YG, 
TH, CD

Table 4.1: State of Components in the Nominated Property 
Abbreviations: CD: City of Dawson; DFO: Department of Fisheries and Oceans, federal; PCA: Parks Canada  
Agency; TH: Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in; YG: Yukon Government
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Built 
Components 
(BC)
 

Archaeological 
Components 
(FNAC, 
GRAC) 

Landscape 
Components 
(LC) 

Stable, retaining its full 
physical integrity and 
heritage values that 
contribute to proposed 
OUV.

Minimal, if any, 
conservation 
requirements.

Threat of further 
deterioration can 
be avoided through 
routine maintenance.

Meets one or more 
of the following 
requirements: 

Little to no threat of 
site disturbance or 
deterioration.

Artifact collections 
are appropriately 
catalogued and 
preserved.

The site has been 
tested and shown to 
have high potential for 
future investigation.

Site features are 
well documented 
with values 
identified. 

Stable with effects 
of historical use 
still evident and/or 
indication of continued 
use supporting the 
proposed OUV. 

No or only minimal 
intervention required.

Minor deterioration 
and loss of physical 
integrity and/
or heritage values 
through normal wear 
and tear.

Appropriate 
interventions need to 
be scheduled.

Threat of further 
deterioration 
can be avoided 
through routine 
maintenance. 

Some minor site 
disturbance or 
deterioration.

Site is well 
documented with 
moderate potential for 
further investigation.

Site features are 
not immediately 
threatened but require 
monitoring and/or 
intervention. 

Minor deterioration 
or some threat of 
deterioration affecting 
use and values.

Intervention required; 
impacts are repairable 
or reversible. 

Serious deterioration 
resulting in 
significant loss of 
physical integrity 
impacting heritage 
values.

Immediate 
intervention and/or 
capture of information 
required before loss.

May include cases 
where conservation 
is no longer practical 
or possible.

Significant site 
disturbance and low 
potential for future 
investigation.

Undocumented with 
loss of evidence 
and/or deteriorated 
features.

In danger of total 
destruction or loss 
without immediate, 
major intervention.

Severely deteriorated 
or immediately 
threatened. 

Historical use no 
longer evident and/
or continued use 
supporting the 
proposed OUV not 
possible. 

In danger of total 
destruction or loss 
without immediate, 
major intervention.

Component 
Type 

Criteria

GOOD FAIR POOR

Table 4.2: Rating Indicators of the State of Conservation of Physical Components
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(i)  Assessing the State of 
Conservation 
A multidisciplinary team of heritage 

professionals has assessed the state 
of conservation of components and 
assigned ratings based on the criteria in 
Table 4.2 and benchmark data provided 
by the relevant authority for each. The 
benchmark data forms the basis for 
ongoing monitoring (see Chapter 6). 

For ease of reporting, a rating scale 
(good–fair–poor) has been developed 
to assess the condition of the various 
components within the nominated 
property. Table 4.2, Rating Indicators of the 
State of Conservation of Physical Components, 
defines these terms. The following defines 
the three component types assessed for 
the current state of conservation:
Archaeological Components: First 
Nation archaeological components 
(FNAC) and Gold Rush-era archaeological 
components (GRAC) include buried 
evidence of human activity, building 
foundations, and human-made 
depressions. They also encompass 
abandoned artifacts, shipwrecks, 

cemeteries and grave markers, and 
historic relics that have been thoroughly 
documented to retain their scientific 
value. 
Built Components: Built components 
include buildings, engineering works, and 
marine vessels.
Landscape Components: Landscape 
components include prominent 
landmarks, trails, roads, railbeds, mining 
tailings, watercourses, visual connections, 
settlement patterns, and streetscapes. 

(ii)  Summary of the Present 
State of Conservation

Yukon Riverscape
The Yukon River is the lifeblood of 

Tr’ondëk–Klondike. It is the thread that 
connects human history to the land 
and interconnects many of its stories 
and values. The Yukon Riverscape 
includes the Yukon River and both 
banks between Forty Mile and Tr’ochëk. 
Significant features include the sites of 
Forty Mile, Fort Reliance and Moosehide, 
the Moosehide Trail, the Percy DeWolfe 
Trail, a sternwheeler assemblage, and an 
ensemble of historical and contemporary 
seasonal fishing and hunting camps 
and locales. The Yukon Riverscape has 
eight features comprising 74 separate 
components: 20 built components, 42 
archaeological components, and 12 
specific landscape components. The area 
encompasses one national historic site, 
two Yukon government reserves, and 
one heritage route. This section of the 
Yukon River is also recognized within 
Section C, Chapter 13, of the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in Final Agreement, as being part 
of the Hän Migration Route. All of the 
Yukon Riverscape features are in good 
condition. Table 4.3, State of Components 
within the Yukon Riverscape, provides further 
information on component conditions. 
See Appendix G.1 for a detailed listing of 

Figure 4.3 Aerial view of three of the seven vessels 
that make up the Sternwheeler Shipyard
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individual components, the ratings of their 
state of conservation, and benchmark data 
for the Yukon Riverscape. 

The Klondike Goldfields 
The goldfields within the Tr’ondëk–

Klondike cultural landscape include the 
Klondike River Valley between the Ogilvie 
Bridge and the Bear Creek Compound 
and the Bonanza Creek watershed. 
Features within this area include physical 
evidence of the Ridge Road roadhouse 
sites, the Klondike Mines Railway, the 

Bonanza (Grand Forks) community, 
and the Yukon Ditch. The Klondike 
goldfields area has 10 features comprising 
105 separate components. There are 
56 built components, 42 archaeological 
components and 7 landscape components. 
The goldfields include 2 national historic 
sites (Dredge No. 4 and Discovery 
Claim), 20 buildings designated by the 
Federal Heritage Buildings Review Office 
(FHBRO), 2 federal heritage reserves, and 
10 territorial heritage reserves. 

Table 4.3: State of Components within the Yukon Riverscape
Abbreviations: CD: City of Dawson; DFO: Department of Fisheries and Oceans, federal; PCA: Parks Canada 
Agency; TH: Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in; YG: Yukon Government

Category Feature Component Component  Monitoring 
  Type Condition  Authority
   and Distribution

Overview Yukon River Landscape  Good     2  YG,TH,  
     DFO, YG

Fish Camps  Forty Mile/  Built  Good    11  YG, TH
and  Ch’ëdähchëk Archaeological Good    14
Settlements kek’ìt  Fair      1 
  
 Moosehide Village/ Built  Good    5  TH
  Jëjik dhä dënezhu  Fair      3 
 kek’it 
  Archaeological  Good   17
   Fair      2 
  Landscape  Good    5 
 
 Fort Reliance Archaeological  Good    6  TH
 
 Fishing  Landscape  Good    1  TH
 Assemblage

Transportation Moosehide Trail/  Landscape  Fair      1  TH, YG, CD
Infrastructure Jëjik dhä tay
 
 Sternwheeler  Built  Good    1  YG, TH,  
 Assemblage  Archaeological Good    2  PCA
  Landscape  Good    1 
 
 Percy DeWolfe Landscape  Good    1  YG, TH
 Trail



202         Tr’ondëk–Klondike

The region is actively mined, and 
the continued existence of the heritage 
resources is a testament to the respect and 
conservation efforts of miners over the 
years. The overall condition of the mining 
landscape and the features contained 
within it is good. Table 4.4, State of 
Components within the Goldfields, provides 
further information on component 
conditions. See Appendix G.1 for a 
detailed listing of individual components, 

the ratings of their state of conservation, 
and benchmark data for the goldfields. 

Tr’ochëk and Dawson City 
This area is located on flat land at the 

confluence of the Klondike River and the 
Yukon River. It is bordered by the hills 
behind Dawson City and Tr’ochëk to the 
east and south and the Ogilvie Bridge to 
the east, the Yukon River to the west, and 
Moosehide Slide to the north. The area 

Category Feature Component Component  Monitoring 
  Type Condition  Authority
   and Distribution

Table 4.4: State of Components within the Goldfields
Abbreviations: PCA: Parks Canada Agency; TH: Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in; YG: Yukon Government 

Historic and 
Contemporary 
Mining 
Sites and 
Infrastructure 
Discovery 
Claim

Transportation 
Routes 

Discovery 

Dredge Tailings 

Bear Creek 
Compound 
Ensemble 
of Historic 
Structures 

Yukon Ditch 
Sites 

Mining 
Infrastructure  

Historic Mining 
Claim Residences 
and Service 
Buildings 

Grand Forks  

Contemporary 

Ridge Road and 
Roadhouses   

Klondike 
Mines Railway 
Assemblage 

Landscape  

Landscape 

Built  

Landscape  

Archaeological  

Landscape  

Archaeological  

Built  

Archaeological  
 

Archaeological  
 
Landscape  

Archaeological  

Landscape  

Archaeological  

Good 1

Good 1

Good 28
Fair  27

Good 1

Good 5

Good 1

Good 4

Good 1

Good 8

Good 11

Good 2

Good 10

Good 1

Good 4

PCA, YG

YG

PCA

YG

PCA, YG, TH

YG

YG

YG

YG

YG

YG



includes the important story sites and 
landmarks of the Midnight Dome and 
the Moosehide Slide. The Tr’ochëk and 
Dawson area has four features comprising 
229 separate components. There  
are 196 built components and  
5 archaeological components within 
Dawson City, 16 archaeological 
components within Tr’ochëk, and  
12 landscape components within the 
entire area. The area includes  
7 national historic sites, 2 territorial 
historic sites, 4 municipal heritage sites, 
and 23 buildings designated by the 
Federal Heritage Buildings Review Office 
(FHBRO). Dawson Historical Complex 
National Historic Site also includes  
13 buildings of national significance. The 
condition of the Tr’ochëk and Dawson 

area and the features that comprise the 
area is good. Table 4.5, State of Components 
within Tr’ochëk and Dawson City Area, 
provides further information on component 
conditions. See Appendix G.1 for a detailed 
listing of individual components, the 
ratings of their state of conservation, and 
benchmark data for Tr’ochëk and Dawson.

 

(iii)  Responsible Authorities 
and Conservation Measures

Within the nominated property, 
various conservation measures are 
implemented by the authorities to 
conserve heritage values and historic 
properties. The nominated property has 
strong legislative protection at all levels 
of government. Legislative tools are 
described in greater detail in Chapter 5.b. 
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Category Feature Component Component  Monitoring 
  Type Condition  Authority
   and Distribution

Table 4.5: State of Components within Tr’ochëk and Dawson City Area
Abbreviations: CD: City of Dawson; PCA: Parks Canada Agency; TH: Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in; YG: Yukon Government

Tr’ochëk

Dawson City 

Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in Self-
Governance

Tr’ochëk

Moosehide Slide

Dawson City 
Townsite

Dänojà Zho 
Cultural Centre, 
Ensemble of 
TH buildings, 
and Tr’ondëk 
Subdivision

Archaeological 

Landscape 

Landscape 

Archaeological 

Built 

Landscape 

Built 

Landscape 

Good  12 
Fair  4

Good 1

Good 1

Good  5

Good 147
Fair  36
Poor 3

Good 9

Good 10

Good 1

TH

CD, YG

PCA, YG, 
TH, CD 

PCA, YG, 
CD, TH

PCA,YG, 
CD, TH

TH

Note: The 3 “poor” components are relic buildings within the Dawson townsite; these are considered minor sites 
contributing to the proposed Outstanding Universal Value.
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The Canadian federal government, 
through its Parks Canada Agency, 
has played a leadership role in the 
conservation of its properties. The 
Historic Sites and Monuments Board of 
Canada recognized the Dawson Historical 
Complex to be of national significance in 
1959. Conservation of this outstanding 
assemblage of significant Edwardian-
influenced and vernacular Gold Rush-era 
buildings began in the 1960s, when the 
federal government acquired and took 
over administration of 26 properties 
within the townsite. Extensive research 
was carried out to determine the 

appropriate conservation measures that 
would be undertaken.

The Yukon Territorial Government has 
influenced conservation efforts through 
development and implementation of 
protective legislation and fiscal and 
technical support, as well as a robust 
monitoring program. The Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in have made protection of their 
heritage and culture a strong part of their 
Final Land Claim Agreement, recently 
implementing policy and legislation for 
the preservation and care of heritage 
resources. The municipal government 
has had bylaws and committees in 

Table 4.6: Tr’ondëk–Klondike Authorities and Responsibilities

Federal:

Government of 
Canada (GC) 

Territorial: 

Yukon 
Government 
(YG) 

First Nation:

Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in 
(TH) 

Municipal:
City of Dawson 
(CD) 

Parks Canada Agency (PCA) 

Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans (DFO) 

Department of Tourism and 
Culture (T and C) 

Department of Energy, Mines 
and Resources (EMR) 

Heritage Department 

Lands and Resources 

Community Development and 
Planning Department 

Klondike National Historic Sites 
properties (KNHS)

Management of salmon fishery 
in partnership with Tr’ondëk
Hwëch’in  

Management of heritage 
resources (outside of federal 
or First Nation lands or private 
property)

Mining industry and mining 
claims

Management of heritage 
resources on First Nation 
Settlement Lands and of 
heritage resources within 
traditional territory that are 
directly related to the culture 
and history of the First Nation
 
Management of salmon fishery 
in partnership with DFO

Management of heritage 
resources on municipal lands, 
within municipal boundaries 
and town infrastructure

Level Authority Jurisdiction
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Top: Figure 4.4 Contemporary fishing camp at 
Tr'ochëk

Middle Left: Figure 4.5 Aerial view of Tr'ochëk from 
the confluence of the Yukon and Klondike Rivers

Middle Right: Figure 4.6 Gold Hill cabin, overlooking 
Bonanza Creek, has been used by numerous miners 
as a seasonal residence 

Above: Figure 4.7 Third Avenue complex

Left: Figure 4.8 Dredge No. 4 winch room 
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place to protect the community’s 
heritage character since 1977, and in 
2006 the Heritage Advisory Committee 
was established to consider and make 
recommendations on heritage matters 
within the Dawson townsite. Through 
assistance of the various levels of 
government, private property owners 
have been encouraged to take advantage 
of available government incentives to 
repair and maintain their properties using 
available heritage conservation guidelines, 
most notably the national Standards and 
Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic 
Places in Canada, Parks Canada Agency’s 
Design Guidelines for Historic Dawson, and 
the “Design Guidelines for Architectural 
Conservation and Infill” found in the 
Dawson City Heritage Management 
Plan (2008). These documents can be 
found in Appendix E. Conservation 
measures have enabled the community 
and region to retain an excellent cross-
section of components that demonstrate 
its evolution from the Gold Rush to the 
present day. Table 4.6, Tr’ondëk–Klondike 
Authorities and Responsibilities, provides 
more information. 

(iv)  Conservation Through 
Legislation and Policy

Tr’ondëk–Klondike has a robust 
framework of legislation and policy, 
implemented by the various authorities, 
which encourages and promotes 
continued conservation efforts within 
the nominated property. It has strong 
legislative protection through the acts 
and regulations described in 5.b and 5.c. 
Relevant legislative, policy and planning 
documents are appended to  
the nomination in Appendix D  
and Appendix E. 

(v)  Designation 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike has a long record 

of protection of heritage sites through 
formal designation. Currently, 80 sites 
within the nominated property have 
various levels of designation including 
federal (national historic sites, Federal 
Heritage Building Review Office 
[FHBRO]), territorial (Yukon historic 
sites), First Nation (Schedules A to C of 
Chapter 13 of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Final 
Agreement), and municipal (municipal 
historic sites) designations. These 
designations provide various types of 
legal protections and fiscal opportunities 
or incentives for conservation, 
documentation, and planning for these 
sites. Designation provides protection for 
significant heritage components and the 
elements that contribute to their heritage 
character. This is described in greater 
detail in Chapter 5.b.(ii) and 5.c.

(vi) Conservation Planning
The nominated property has been 

subject to a consistent and high level 
of conservation planning. Specifically, 
designated sites under the authority 
of the various jurisdictions have 
undergone a high level of maintenance, 
monitoring, and planning, including 
the development of management plans 
at several sites. Conservation planning 
began in the region in the 1960s through 
efforts of Parks Canada Agency. Today, 
conservation measures are planned 
throughout the entire property by all four 
authorities. 

Tr’ochëk National Historic Site; Forty 
Mile, Fort Cudahy and Fort Constantine 
Historic Site; Moosehide Village; the 
Dawson City townsite; and Klondike 
National Historic Sites are all governed by 
their respective management plans, which 
guide how these sites are cared for and 
maintained. These plans provide guidance 
on the recognition and protection of the 



Chapter 4: State of Conservation and Factors Affecting the Property          207

traditional and current use by the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in and the significant historic 
values. The plans also offer guidelines 
to encourage public awareness and 
appreciation of the natural and cultural 
resources at the sites and to provide the 
public with reasonable opportunities 
to visit. The plans respect the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in Final Agreement and Yukon’s 
Historic Resources Act. The plans outline best 
practices, identify heritage values, and 
provide direction for the integration of 
sympathetic development that respects the 
tangible and intangible values.

Parks Canada Agency, the Yukon 
Government, Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, and 
the City of Dawson all have permanently 
employed technical staff who provide 
annual monitoring and maintenance 
or conservation planning for the 
components under their authority.

(vii)  Information and Records 
Management

All levels of authority within 
the nominated property have data-
management systems and maintain 
inventories of resources within their care 
(Yukon Historic Sites Inventory [YHSI], 
Yukon Archaeological Sites Inventory 
[YASI], Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Lands and 
Heritage Database [LHDB], and the 
Parks Canada Agency Asset Information 
System [Maximo]). These inventories are 
updated regularly and contain baseline 
data that contributes to assessing the state 
of conservation presented in section 4.a 
of this chapter. These inventories provide 
conservation information and site location 
data, and in some cases accession-level 
information, used for research, land-
use and development processes, site 
monitoring, and conservation planning. 
Individual conservation records are 

Figure 4.9 Yukon Government and Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in have begun a multi-year program of stabilization and 
restoration of Forty Mile's built components
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maintained at Historic Sites, Yukon 
Government, for Forty Mile, Fort 
Cudahy and Fort Constantine Historic 
Site; the Ridge Road Heritage Trail; the 
Yukon Sawmill Company Office; and the 
Dawson Telegraph Office.

(viii)  Community and 
Traditional Stewardship

The local community plays an active 
stewardship role in conservation efforts. 
Events and activities are organized for 
residents to contribute to the conservation 
of graveyards, trails, and heritage 
buildings. Both Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and 
the Yukon Department of Tourism and 
Culture have published best management 
practices for heritage resources, directed 
at commercial operators and industry.

The longstanding stewardship by the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in has been a crucial 
conservation method in the property, 
especially regarding the fishery. This 
stewardship is evidenced by harvest 
limits or abstention from fishing certain 
species that are under stress. The First 

Nation helps to maintain its strong 
cultural connection to the salmon 
fishery through annual youth First Fish 
camps and community feasts, and by 
supporting the inclusion of salmon ecology 
and conservation in the local school 
curriculum. A traditional governance 
approach is reflected in the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in management of land and 
resources within their traditional territory. 
The highest priority is to “maintain a 
strong and healthy future for its citizens 
while maintaining connections to 
traditional knowledge and the land.” 
Subsistence harvesting of fish and wildlife 
for food, and gathering of traditional foods, 
herbs and medicine, is a recognized right 
for all Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in citizens, with 
limitations and certain exceptions imposed 
by the community when conservation 
is a concern. Concepts of respect and 
reciprocity, traditional knowledge, and 
oral tradition are embedded in Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in policy and practices.

Figure 4.10 Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Elder Peggy Kormendy tells stories of growing up at Moosehide village
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4.b.  Factors Affecting the 
Property

The following factors are considered 
to have potential to affect or threaten the 
proposed Outstanding Universal Value 
of Tr’ondëk–Klondike. These factors 
may already be occurring within the 
nominated property and buffer zone, or 
they may have potential to occur within 
them in future. Current legislation and 
conservation measures outlined in section 
4.a of this chapter, and monitoring 
outlined in Chapter 6, will ensure the 
appropriate protection of the proposed 
Outstanding Universal Value of the 
nominated property. 

(i) Development Pressures

Mining
Historical and ongoing mining for 

placer gold is an integral element of the 
proposed Outstanding Universal Value 
of the property. The sophistication of 
mining techniques has increased over 
time, and the various technologies are 
reflected in the altered landscape of the 
goldfields. The intensity of mining has 

fluctuated along with the world price of 
gold. While mining claims provide for 
only subsurface rights, activities required 
to extract gold can threaten features and 
their components both below and above 
the surface. However, mining activity has 
proved beneficial in revealing heritage 
resources such as palaeontological 
specimens and historical underground 
workings. Miners are proud of the rich 
legacy of mining in the Klondike and 
have contributed to the protection of 
historic resources in the property. They 
work with heritage conservationists 
to mitigate any harm the pursuit of 
their livelihood might present to these 
components.

Much of the property is overlapped 
by quartz mining interests and could be 
subject to quartz exploration activities 
or a full operating mine in the future. 
Quartz mining uses different technologies 
from those of placer mining and focuses 
on different geological types and locales. 
Quartz mining is a historical activity, with 
roots in the area reaching back to the era 
of the Klondike Gold Rush. Placer and 
quartz mining have successfully interacted 
in the same landscape for over 100 years.

Figure 4.11 Today, placer mining must undergo a thorough process of assessment and regulation, including 
requirements for environmental reclamation 
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All heritage resources in Yukon are 
protected under the Quartz and Placer 
Mining Land Use Regulations, the Yukon 
Archaeological Sites Regulation, the Placer 
Mining Act and the Quartz Mining Act, the 
Historic Resources Act, and the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in Heritage Act. Known sites may 
not be disturbed, and no objects may be 
removed from sites, without a permit; 
new discoveries must be reported. In 
areas of high heritage resource potential, 
heritage impact assessments are carried 
out under Yukon’s Historic Resources Act 
and upon recommendation by the Yukon 
Environmental and Socio-economic 
Assessment Board (YESAB). Under the 
Placer Mining Act and the Quartz Mining 
Act, a 30-metre buffer must be maintained 
around known heritage resources. Mining 
activities are bound by the terms and 
conditions of proponent mining land-
use permits and water licences. The 
Compliance, Monitoring and Inspection 
Branch of the Yukon Government’s 
Department of Energy, Mines and 
Resources monitors all mining activities. 
The Branch will direct miners to contact 
Cultural Services Branch and/or Tr’ondëk 

Hwëch’in to determine whether heritage 
resources are located within their claims. 
It will also ensure heritage resources 
are not impacted according to the terms 
and conditions specified by YESAB, the 
Water Board licence, and the mining 
land-use permit. See Chapter 5.c for 
protective measures. Mining is an integral 
contributor to the proposed Outstanding 
Universal Value of the site. The 
implementation of mining regulations, 
legislation, and the current environmental 
assessment process through the Yukon 
Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment 
Act mitigate any major impacts on the 
proposed Outstanding Universal Value of 
the site from mining activities. 

Infrastructure Development within 
Settlements 

Dawson City is a growing community 
with an increasing population and 
increased demands for municipal 
infrastructure. Over the past five years, 
several large capital projects have 
been carried out within the Dawson 
townsite, including a new hospital, a 
sewage treatment plant, and an elders’ 

Figure 4.12 Modern placer mining continues to re-contour the landscape surrounding 5 Below Discovery Bonanza 
Cabin, a historic mining residence protected under Yukon's Historic Resources Act
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facility. Over the past decade, residential 
development permits have increased, 
resulting in many new infill construction 
projects within the Dawson townsite. 
Since 2014, 32 applications have been 
made for new residential structures or 
major additions to residential structures 
in Dawson’s Heritage Management 
Area. To maintain the community’s 
heritage character, development must 
conform to the Dawson City Heritage 
Management Plan infill design guidelines 
and zoning bylaws, along with the 
Design Guidelines for Historic Dawson 
developed by Parks Canada Agency as 
a pattern book. Development plans for 
work on existing heritage properties 
and for new construction in heritage 
areas are reviewed by the municipal 
Heritage Advisory Committee before 
permits are approved. Rehabilitation 
and re-occupation of existing vacant 
buildings are encouraged to maintain 
the historic fabric of the townsite. The 

City of Dawson also has a Downtown 
Revitalization Plan, put in place in 2013, 
to ensure that development within the 
core commercial district is properly 
planned and congruent with the Dawson 
historic townsite. The implementation 
of regulations on development within 
the townsite, in part with geophysical 
constraints, mitigates any major impacts 
on the proposed Outstanding Universal 
Value of the Tr’ochëk and Dawson area. 
Residential pressure is also mitigated by 
the expansion of the C4 subdivision in 
the Klondike valley and the existence of 
five subdivisions outside town. 

Recent infrastructure to support 
the conservation activities at Forty Mile 
has been planned and was constructed 
in 2016. The work camp is outside the 
historic townsite area and includes 
staff quarters and a cookhouse and will 
have storage and workshop buildings 
and elders' cabin. Log buildings are 
constructed from local spruce; the 

Figure 4.13 View of present day Dawson City overlooking the Downtown Heritage Management Area
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construction techniques differ somewhat 
from the historic log construction on site. 
The work area is set back and does not 
detract from the historic character of the 
site as laid out in the Forty Mile Cultural 
Resource Management Plan. 

This infrastructure will allow greater 
public access to the historic resources 
within the site. It will also provide an 
area for students, teachers, youth, and 
elders to congregate while learning of 
the history and culture of the site. The 
infrastructure is intended to support 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in cultural activities at 
the site. 

Residential and community 
infrastructure is expected to expand 
within Moosehide Village within the next 
decade. New infrastructure is governed 
by the Moosehide Community Plan and 
Moosehide Heritage Management Plan 
to ensure the site’s values are protected. 
Development guidelines and permitting 

are in place to guide development in a 
way that does not compromise the site’s 
values. 

There are no other current plans for 
infrastructure development in any other 
settlements within the property. See 
Chapter 5.d for existing plans.

Roads and Access
Three major public roads provide 

access to the nominated property. The 
Klondike Highway provides access from 
the southern Yukon to Dawson City and 
is the largest and only year-round access 
within the property. The Top of the World 
Highway enters the site from the west 
side, connecting to the Taylor Highway in 
Alaska, USA, and is seasonally maintained 
from May to September. The other 
public road, Bonanza Creek Road, is a 
smaller tertiary road providing seasonal 
access into the Klondike goldfields from 
the Klondike Highway. Although no 

Figure 4.14 Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Heritage Department staff stripping logs for construction of a new work camp at 
Forty Mile
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further public access roads are likely to 
be developed within the site, seasonally 
many informal roads are constructed 
for mining and exploration activities as 
well as for forestry extraction. Future 
development of residential areas, or lots, 
outside the municipal boundary may also 
result in the development of small access 
roads within the nominated property. 
These would be subject to assessment 
by the Yukon Environmental and Socio-
economic Assessment Board (YESAB).

Construction of a bridge across the 
Yukon River at Dawson City has been 
discussed within the community for over 
a decade. In 2004, a five-span bridge 
(365 metres long and 12.3 metres wide) 
with two traffic lanes and a sidewalk 
on the upstream side was designed in 
consultation with heritage stakeholders to 
ensure that it did not impact the heritage 
character of the Dawson townsite. 
Although a bridge was not built at the 

time due to cost, the feasibility of bridge 
infrastructure may be revisited in the 
future.

All roads and road infrastructure 
must go through an assessment process 
through the Yukon Environmental and 
Socio-economic Assessment Board. 
A number of plans, legislation, and 
regulations govern the permitting of these 
activities and ensure that the proposed 
Outstanding Universal Value of the 
property will not be affected. 

(ii) Environmental Pressures

Erosion
Erosion of river banks and islands is 

a natural process that occurs primarily 
during river breakup as ice travels 
downstream and scours its banks in the 
spring. Changes in a river’s course can 
also cause drastic bank erosion as water 
seeks new channels. To date, erosion has 

Figure 4.15 The George Black Ferry crosses the Yukon River at Dawson City from May to October, providing 
access to the Top of the World Highway and Alaska
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not posed a major or immediate concern 
to any features within the nominated 
property. Erosion’s main threat would 
be to archaeological components within 
the property that are located along 
watercourses. Floods and erosion by 
the Yukon and Klondike rivers have 
affected Tr’ochëk, primarily on the 
north bank along the Klondike River. 
Floods and the force of the Yukon and 
Fortymile rivers have eroded islands and 
the shore at Forty Mile, Fort Cudahy 
and Fort Constantine Historic Site. 
Built components are located at a safe 
distance from the rivers’ edges and are 
not in danger from erosion. Vegetation 
is allowed to grow along the river banks 
to provide better bank stability and some 
protection from moving ice. Eroded banks 
are monitored annually for exposed 
archaeological remains.

Extreme Climate Conditions
The nominated property experiences 

great fluctuations in climate. Air 
temperatures can range from –50 C in 
winter to +30 C in summer. Low winter 
temperatures and low humidity tend to 
desiccate wood, which is historically the 
primary building material, resulting in 
less threat of biodegradation. High winds 
and snow loads can damage structures, 
particularly roofs. Differential seasonal 
expansion and contraction of dissimilar 
materials may loosen connections. 
Building owners expect these occurrences 
and are prepared for them, mitigating 
them by regular maintenance. 
These climate effects are taken into 
consideration when conservation work is 
carried out.

Figure 4.16 Foundation work at the Yukon Hotel National Historic Site of Canada, part of the Dawson Historical 
Complex
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Permafrost
The land within the nominated 

property is subject to either continuous or 
discontinuous permafrost. Permafrost is 
a term that refers to permanently frozen 
soils. The annual freeze–thaw cycle of the 
active soil layer above the permafrost has 
historically affected buildings. Because of 
this, building foundations are designed to 
compensate for expansion or contraction 
of supporting soils. Over the past several 
decades, foundations have been built 
over specially prepared gravel pads that 
extend below frost level and have an air 
space between the pad and the insulated 
floor of the building. As a result of this 
technique, basements are rare, occurring 
only in areas without permafrost, and 
damage due to permafrost has been 
successfully mitigated.

Sustained Fishery
The historical and ongoing salmon 

fishery within the nominated property 
is central to its proposed Outstanding 
Universal Value. In recent decades, the 
number and quality of chum salmon have 

been sustained, while chinook salmon 
migrating through this stretch of water 
on their annual spawning runs have 
declined. Theories as to the causes of this 
decline include climate change and over-
harvesting in the Pacific Ocean and along 
the lower Yukon River in Alaska. 

The longstanding stewardship by 
the First Nation has been crucial to 
conserving the fishery. This stewardship is 
evidenced by harvest limits, or, as in the 
case of the chinook salmon, abstention 
from fishing species that are under stress. 
As a conservation measure to safeguard 
the collective health and connection to 
the land, the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in General 
Assembly passed a resolution in 2013 to 
withdraw voluntarily from subsistence 
fishing of chinook salmon for one life 
cycle. Other conservation measures for 
salmon have included selective fishing, 
allowing females or large fish to return 
to spawn, and harvesting chum salmon, 
which are plentiful. The First Nation helps 
to maintain its strong cultural connection 
to the salmon fishery through annual 
youth First Fish camps and community 

Figure 4.17 Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Elder Angie Joseph-Rear teaches chum salmon harvesting practices to youth at 
First Fish camp 
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feasts, and by supporting the inclusion of 
salmon ecology and conservation in the 
local school curriculum. 

Salmon fishing in Yukon is guided 
by international treaties and a few 
interconnecting territorial bodies that 
work together to preserve and enhance 
Yukon’s salmon stocks. Under the Yukon 
First Nations Umbrella Final Agreement 
(UFA), the main instrument for salmon 
management in Yukon is the Yukon 
Salmon Sub-Committee (YSSC). The 
YSSC makes recommendations to federal, 
territorial, and Yukon First Nation 
governments on all matters relating to 
Yukon salmon.

The federal Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans (DFO) evaluates salmon runs 
during the fishing season to determine 
appropriate harvest levels in order to 
achieve long-term goals for salmon 
conservation and sustainable use of the 
resource. DFO regulates the commercial 
and subsistence fishery with voluntary 
assistance from Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in.

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in manages the 
First Nation subsistence fishery of its 
citizens under negotiated terms of DFO’s 
Aboriginal Communal Fishing Licences 
Regulations, carrying out surveys of 
fishers, and providing voluntary catch 
records to DFO. 

Climate Change
The 2014 Intergovernmental Panel 

on Climate Change fifth assessment 
report (AR5) reiterates previous 
reporting concerning the effects of 
climate change in northern latitudes. 
Canada’s Western Arctic and Alaska 
are experiencing, and are predicted to 
continue to experience, the greatest rate 
of warming on earth, exhibiting what is 
called “polar amplification.” The ICOMOS 
International Polar Heritage Committee 
has provided numerous examples of 
threats to heritage resources in northern 
regions. The 2015 Yukon Climate Change 

Indicators and Key Findings, compiled 
by the Northern Climate ExChange 
at Yukon College, demonstrates that 
Yukon’s average temperatures have risen 
two degrees Celsius, with a four-degree 
rise in winter, over the past 50 years. 
This is twice the rate of southern Canada 
and the rest of the temperate world. This 
rate of rise is forecast to continue for at 
least the next 50 years. As the nominated 
property is considered subarctic, it 
may encounter even more heightened 
effects. Melting or complete loss of 
permafrost may be one of the worst 
effects of a warming climate. Complete 
disappearance of permafrost may cause 
building foundations to fail, requiring 
replacement. 

Increased melting of permafrost may 
also affect infrastructure such as roads, 
and buried services such as sewer and 
water pipes. Regional evidence points to 
an increasing number of landslides due to 
slope destabilization or solifluction in the 
region. As previously stated, a connection 
may exist between North Pacific salmon 
stocks and warming ocean waters. Other 
forecast effects of climate change in the 
region include the increasing severity 
of storms, which may lead to more 
wildfires, wind, and water damage. All 
levels of government around the world 
are developing mitigative and adaptive 
strategies to deal with climate change. 
Government authorities in Tr’ondëk–
Klondike may implement relevant 
mitigation measures or strategies that 
have been successful in similar climates, 
as allowed by their respective mandates 
and resources.

(iii)  Natural Disasters and Risk 
Preparedness

Throughout Tr’ondëk–Klondike, risk 
preparedness measures against natural 
threats are often developed and delivered 
collaboratively by multiple authorities. 
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Mitigation measures vary depending on 
the nature and location of the threat. See 
Chapter 5.d for existing plans.

Floods 
Much of the nominated property 

lies within the floodplain of the Yukon 
and Klondike rivers. Flooding within the 
property is generally caused during the 
spring months if the Yukon River or its 
tributaries are jammed by ice during the 
annual river breakup. The threat level 
varies from year to year and depends on 
the average winter temperatures, the 
depth of accumulated snow, the speed 
of spring warming, and the occurrence 
and location of ice jams. Features with 
the potential for damage from flooding 
generally are located within the Tr’ochëk 
and Dawson and the Yukon Riverscape 
areas and include Forty Mile, the 
Sternwheeler Shipyard, the Dawson City 
townsite, and Tr’ochëk.

Forty Mile townsite has periodically 
flooded over its history because of ice 
jams on the Yukon River or Fortymile 

River. Past damage has occurred when 
structures have been moved or destroyed 
by a combination of high water, strong 
currents, and the invasion of ice blocks 
into the site. Buildings located on higher 
ground have been less affected. Mixed 
stands of trees and brush have been left 
in place to help reduce the movement 
of ice across the site. Structures moved 
by water or ice have been put back in 
their original locations and stabilized. 
The archaeological components of the 
site have benefited from continuous site 
flooding, which deposits silt, contributing 
to the preservation of archaeological 
resources. The landscape of Forty Mile has 
been formed and changed by continued 
flood activities over thousands of years. 

The Sternwheeler Shipyard comprises 
seven vessels located immediately 
adjacent to the Yukon River. Over time, 
the Sternwheeler Shipyard has been 
affected by high water and passing ice 
floes in the spring. The ship immediately 
adjacent to the river would sustain the 
most impacts of flood damage while 

Figure 4.18 Navigating Queen Street by boat during Dawson City’s flood of 1979. A protective dike now 
safeguards Dawson from flooding
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protecting and sheltering the other vessels 
that sit farther inland from the river. 
The downriver ships, farther from the 
river, have been sheltered by trees along 
the river banks that provide protection 
from ice damage. Annual monitoring 
and documentation of these sites ensures 
adequate response and mitigation in the 
event of further flooding at the site. 

Dawson City is located on a floodplain 
just below the confluence of the Klondike 
and Yukon rivers and has been subjected 
to repeated flooding over the years. 
Since 1898, Dawson City has flooded 
22 times. In the spring of 1979, ice jams 
caused the build-up of water to overflow 
the makeshift sandbag dikes on the 
riverfront in Dawson, causing what has 
been recorded as one of the worst floods 
in Dawson City’s history. As a response 
to frequent flooding, in 1987 a dike was 
constructed along the Klondike and 
Yukon shores as a protective measure 
against flooding within the townsite. 
The dike is built to withstand any flood 
predicted to occur within the next 200 
years and includes both an upper and a 
lower dike and a large grassy area inside 
the dike to act as a further buffer to 
floodwaters. Since the construction of 
the dike, no flood damage has occurred 
within Dawson City. 

The Water Resources Division of 
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada 
carried out a hydrological assessment 
and floodplain analysis of Tr’ochëk in 
2002, entitled Tr’ochëk Heritage Site 
Hydrological Study and Floodplain 
Analysis. The study results indicate 
that the area is prone to flooding 
relatively frequently and that extensive 
flooding can be expected approximately 
once every 25 years. Although 
flooding has caused past damage to 
visitor infrastructure at the site, the 
archaeological components are generally 
unaffected. Typically, spring floodwaters 

add to the accumulation of silt at the site, 
which is considered a normal condition 
and has contributed to the preservation 
of the buried archaeological components 
at the site. Flooding at the site can 
contribute to bank erosion and may 
expose artifacts buried in the silt. Annual 
monitoring, or site monitoring after high-
water episodes, ensures that any exposed 
artifacts are properly documented and 
collected if necessary.

Flood preparedness is undertaken 
annually and is a coordinated effort by all 
levels of government in the nominated 
property. Within Dawson, a Municipal 
Civil Emergency Plan responds to risks 
of flood of the Dawson townsite. The 
entire length of the Yukon River within 
the nominated property is regularly 
monitored during the spring breakup. 

Fire
The entire Yukon Territory has an 

average of 150 wildfires every year. 
Although the number that take place 
annually within the nominated property is 
a fraction of this number, a large portion of 
the property is remote, is densely forested, 
and has many features with wood-
structured built components distributed 
throughout the landscape. Within the 
property, wildfires caused by humans and 
lightning can happen every year. 

Although many of the features within 
the property are located in areas that 
could be subject to forest fires, proper 
mitigation measures are in place to 
protect them. The Yukon Wildland Fire 
Management Program is responsible 
for managing Yukon wildfires and 
enforcing the Government of Yukon’s 
Forest Protection Act. Wildland Fire 
Management Branch works on fires 
that are more than five kilometres away 
from the historic Dawson townsite 
and operates on a list of priorities, 
including property features/components, 
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established by the Yukon Government 
and Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in. The Yukon 
Department of Energy, Mines and 
Resources responds to fires within five 
kilometres of a community, or to high-
value assets including historic structures, 
mining infrastructure, and rural 
residential structures. These firefighting 
crews are provided with a list of high-
priority assets and work together in a 
planned response under a series of formal 
and informal agreements. Important 
places, such as Forty Mile, Moosehide, 
Tr’ochëk, Dredge No. 4, and other areas 
within the nominated property, are 
identified as high-value assets.

Several features within the property 
are regularly assessed and equipped with 
fire protection as appropriate, and crews 
are trained in its proper use and response. 
Preventive measures are implemented 
within and around many of the features 
to decrease the threat of fires, including 

fire breaks and buffers. The Yukon 
Wildland Fire Management has also 
introduced a comprehensive wildfire 
prevention program aimed at decreasing 
the number of fires caused by humans. 
The program targets communities, 
property owners, the general public, the 
forest industry, and other stakeholders. 
These efforts lower the risk of human-
caused fire damage to features within 
the nominated property. Wildfires are a 
natural occurrence within the cultural 
landscape. Loss of forest cover because of 
wildfires does not in itself threaten the 
proposed Outstanding Universal Value. 

Within populated areas of the 
property, structural fires continue to pose 
a threat, particularly to built components. 
This threat is currently mitigated by the 
preparedness of the property owners and 
the Yukon Government’s Community 
Services, Wildland Fire Management 
Branch; and Energy, Mines and 

Figure 4.19 Firefighters manage the blaze at Dawson City’s Downtown Hotel in 1980. Since then, improvements 
to municipal services, building standards, and fire suppression systems assist with fire prevention
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Resources, Compliance Monitoring and 
Inspections Branch. Property owners and 
managers, including the City of Dawson, 
Yukon Historic Sites, and Parks Canada 
Agency, own firefighting equipment, and 
crews are trained in the equipment’s use. 
A number of prominent, government-
owned built components are protected by 
fire sprinkler systems. 

Within the Dawson municipal 
boundary, the Dawson City Fire 
Department provides life, property 
and environmental protection to the 
community of Dawson 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, 365 days a year. In an 
effort to shorten response times, the 
City of Dawson has recently formalized 
its street address system, and the Yukon 
Government has a centralized emergency 
response service in the area. Dawson’s 
Fire Protection area includes the 
municipal boundaries, and a mutual-aid 
agreement with the Yukon Government is 
in place to provide fire services coverage 
to neighbouring fire departments.

Earthquakes
Southwestern Yukon is subject to 

earthquake activity associated with the 
subduction of the Yakutat microplate 
under the Saint Elias Mountains. Far 
from the major fault lines near the 
mountains, Tr’ondëk–Klondike can still 
experience small neotectonic activity 
of little consequence. Broken windows 
have been reported from the largest 
earthquakes, which over the last 40 
years include a 5.1 magnitude quake 
at a depth of 25 kilometres in 1976, a 
5.0 magnitude quake at a depth of 10 
kilometres in 1996, and a 4.9 magnitude 
quake at a depth of 10 kilometres in 
1997. Current building-stabilization 
methods provide adequate protection 
against prospective earthquake damage 
to built components. Within Dawson, a 
Municipal Civil Emergency Plan covers 

responses to risks of natural disasters, 
including earthquakes. Landscape and 
archaeological components are not at 
risk from earthquake activity in the site. 
Therefore, the potential for earthquake 
activity to impact the nominated 
property’s proposed Outstanding 
Universal Value is very minor. 

(iv) Responsible Visitation
Tourism has long played an important 

economic role in the Tr’ondëk–Klondike 
region. Before, during, and after the First 
World War, transportation companies 
advertised tours to the Land of the 
Midnight Sun. After the last gold dredge 
ceased operation in the 1960s, Dawson 
turned to tourism to keep the region 
economically viable. The infrastructure 
and organizations developed during and 
since those years can accommodate a 
considerable increase in current tourism 
levels. 

The local Klondike Visitors 
Association (KVA) works with all levels 
of government, non-profits, the tourism 
industry, media, and businesses to attract 
and engage more tourists. The Yukon 
Government markets the Klondike in 
major Canadian and American cities and 
overseas in Europe and Asia. Factors 
that favour a tourism industry include 
increasing market awareness, the 
region’s tourism capacity and existing 
infrastructure, the local focus on growing 
the tourism industry, Indigenous tourism, 
and Dawson’s status as a living heritage 
site. 

Carrying Capacity
Visitation to the region peaked 

at an estimated 65 000 people in 
1998, in response to the promotion of 
the Klondike Gold Rush Centennial 
celebration. After a severe drop in 
2009 that followed the world financial 
recession, visitation has risen to more 
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than half this level. The Dawson 
Visitor Information Centre recorded 
37 347 visitors during the 2015 high 
tourist season (May to September). A 
2014 Economic Impact Analysis of the 
Proposed Tr’ondëk–Klondike World 
Heritage Site (Appendix J.2) forecasts 
visitation to increase 2 percent annually 
with moderate promotion, and that 
World Heritage status might increase 
visitation by an additional 5 percent 
annually. As current facilities are not fully 
utilized, these statistics show that existing 
infrastructure and programming will be 
able to handle projected tourism increases 
for at least the next decade.

Dawson is already a destination 
for visitors to Yukon, with mature 
programming and an experienced 
hospitality industry. Hoteliers, restaurant 
owners, and the heritage, business, and 
arts sectors are confident that increased 

tourism and potential new markets will 
boost the local economy, support cultural 
activities, and attract investment. The 
Stewardship Board will work with these 
sectors and governments to prepare 
forward-thinking tourism plans and 
ensure that infrastructure is in place to 
meet anticipated future demands.

Potential Negative Effects
Heavier tourism traffic can threaten 

infrastructure through wear and tear. 
However, local tourism operators, the 
KVA, and Parks Canada Agency have 
proven able to accommodate and 
minimize impacts with programming 
and by limiting sizes of tour groups. The 
Yukon Tourism Education Council offers 
annual training: Food Safe, Service Best, 
Super Host, Golden Host, and Welcome 
Yukon (https://yukontec.com/programs/).

Figure 4.20 The annual Aboriginal Day celebration draws locals and visitors to the Dänojà Zho Cultural Centre 
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Vandalism, in the form of damage 
to components and the defacing of 
components as well as salvage, has 
historically been a threat and needs to 
be monitored. The risk of such activities 
could increase with increased visitation 
into Tr’ondëk–Klondike. Increased 
education, signage, and regulations 
have greatly reduced vandalism and 
salvage within the property in the recent 
past. These types of threats are further 
mitigated by community vigilance and 
regular monitoring. The result is a very 
minor potential for impact on the site’s 
proposed Outstanding Universal Value. 
See Chapter 5.c for protective measures 
and Chapter 6 for monitoring details.

(v)  Number of Inhabitants 
Within the Property and 
Buffer Zone 

Today, Tr’ondëk–Klondike has 1319 
year-round residents (2011 census), 
almost all of them living in the historic 
townsite and suburbs, with a few in 
the Klondike River valley and along 
the Yukon River. The population nearly 
doubles during the summer tourist 
season, when workers come to be 
employed by the tourism, service, and 
mining industries. 

The buffer zone includes residential 
lots or portions thereof near the Midnight 
Dome in Dawson and near Bear Creek 
Compound. According to the persons-
per-dwelling estimates from the 2006 
Statistics Canada census data, the 
population of this area is approximately 
75 people. 
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Chapter 5

PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT OF THE PROPERTY
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Figure 5.1 (Cover) Aerial view of the Klondike valley looking east to Bear Creek. Modern residential and industrial 
development can be seen among the historical dredge tailings. On the left, the Klondike River flows west toward 
the Yukon River
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The nominated property is located 
in Canada’s Yukon Territory, where four 
levels of government operate under 
federal, territorial, First Nations, and 
municipal jurisdictions. Responsibility for 
heritage management in the nominated 
property is shared among these four 
levels of government. Regulation of land 
use, planning, and development is also a 
multi-jurisdictional effort; this includes 
managing contemporary activities that are 
directly related to Tr’ondëk–Klondike’s 
proposed Outstanding Universal Value, 
such as placer gold mining and the 
Indigenous salmon fishery.

Canada is a constitutional monarchy 
and, under the Canadian constitutional 
system, sovereignty vests formally in the 
Queen. The executive function belongs 

to the Governor in Council, which 
is, practically speaking, the Governor 
General acting with and on the advice of 
the Prime Minister and Cabinet. Canada 
is a federation, and most Crown lands in 
Canada are administered and controlled 
by provincial or territorial governments. 
This is why the Yukon legislature has 
constitutional authority to make laws in 
respect of the use of territorial Crown 
lands, including those in the nominated 
property and buffer zone, while the 
federal parliament has constitutional 
authority to make laws in respect of 
federal Crown lands. In this nomination 
proposal, “Crown lands” generally 
refers to territorial Crown lands unless 
otherwise stated.

5.  Protection and  
Management of the  
Property

Figure 5.2 Parks Canada has invested millions of dollars in multi-year repair and restoration projects  
at Dredge No. 4 
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Executive and legislative authority 
over Crown land is subject to a continuing 
and enforceable constitutional obligation 
to recognize and uphold Indigenous rights 
and to act honourably in all dealings with 
First Nations. Constitutionally protected 
Indigenous rights are set out in land claim 
agreements and include rights of hunting, 
trapping, fishing, and gathering plants for 
food, medicine, social, and ceremonial 
purposes. With regard to the nominated 
property and buffer zone, the Umbrella 
Final Agreement and tripartite Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in Final Agreement and Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in Self-Government Agreement 
define the Crown’s responsibilities to 
and relationship with First Nations and 
establish Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Settlement 
Lands, which are referenced throughout 
this chapter (see section 5.a).

The federal government is responsible 
for the heritage resources that it owns 
at Klondike National Historic Sites and 
administers through Parks Canada 
Agency (PCA). The majority of lands 
in the nominated property and buffer 
zone are territorial Crown lands under 
jurisdiction of the Yukon Government 
and managed by its various departments. 
The territorial government is responsible 
for the protection and management 
of heritage resources on Crown lands, 
the designation and commemoration 
of historic places with heritage and 
cultural values at a territorial level, the 
regulation of the mining industry, and the 
maintenance of infrastructure to ensure 
access to and within the nominated 
property. Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in First Nation 
is responsible for managing heritage 
resources on its Settlement Lands and 
heritage resources within its traditional 
territory that are directly related to 

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in culture and history. 
In the context of relevant territorial 
legislation, the City of Dawson has the 
authority to create bylaws to manage 
planning and development, to develop 
heritage conservation policies, and to 
designate and commemorate historic 
places within municipal boundaries. 
The federal Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans and Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in jointly 
manage conservation of the salmon 
fishery. All levels of government jointly 
manage potential development pressures 
affecting the nominated property by 
engaging in the development assessment 
process under the Yukon Environmental 
and Socio-economic Assessment Act (YESAA). 

The nominated property is therefore 
protected by legislation and numerous 
existing plans and policies that guide 
managers in the property’s protection and 
management. The Tr’ondëk–Klondike World 
Heritage Site Management Plan integrates 
existing documents and sets out agreed 
objectives, policies, and programs for 
the future management, protection, and 
promotion of the nominated property. 
Implementation of the Management Plan 
and governance of Tr’ondëk–Klondike 
are the responsibility of a Stewardship 
Board, whose guiding Memorandum of 
Understanding and Terms of Reference 
are explained further in section 5.e.

The participatory governance model 
of the Stewardship Board reflects years of 
collaborative research and consultation by 
stakeholder and community members in 
preparation of the nomination proposal 
and Management Plan. The strong 
relationships built during those years 
will continue to guide the monitoring 
and promotion of the site’s Outstanding 
Universal Value.
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5.a. Ownership
(i) Federal

Less than 1 percent of lands included 
in the nominated property is federal 
Crown land, all of which is managed 
by Parks Canada Agency under the 
administrative umbrella of Klondike 
National Historic Sites.

The waters of the Yukon and Klondike 
rivers within the nominated property fall 
under the protection and management of 
the federal Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans and Transport Canada.

(ii) Territorial
Approximately 76 percent of lands 

included in the nominated property 
is territorial Crown land. The Yukon 
Government (YG) has been responsible 
for the administration of all territorial 
Crown lands in Yukon since 2003, 
when revision of the federal Yukon Act 
transferred powers and responsibilities 
for management of land, water, and 
resources from the federal government to 
YG. Resources on territorial Crown lands 
are managed by various YG departments 
outlined in section 5.c.

The Forty Mile, Fort Cudahy and Fort 
Constantine Historic Site (Ch’ëdähchëk 
kek’ìt) is located on a Yukon Government 
heritage reserve, protected under the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Final Agreement and the 
Historic Resources Act, and jointly managed 
by the Yukon and Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
governments.

(iii) First Nation
Approximately 22 percent of the 

nominated property is owned by Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in (TH), which includes several 
categories of constitutionally protected 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in-owned lands referred 
to herein as “Settlement Lands.” (See 
Glossary for definition.) See Appendix B.1 
to view a map of Settlement Lands.

(iv) Municipal
The City of Dawson owns less than 

1 percent of the nominated property 
that is exclusively located within 
municipal boundaries. Ownership of 
the majority of the lands within the 
municipal boundaries is held by the 
Yukon Government or private citizens, 
and all are subject to heritage and zoning 
bylaws and the Dawson City Heritage 
Management Plan.

(v) Private
Private individuals, businesses, and 

organizations own less than 1 percent 
of the nominated property. Numerous 
buildings of historic value in the Dawson 
area and goldfields are privately owned 
and managed under relevant legislation 
and plans. Local pride and a sense of 
shared stewardship encourage property 
owners and tenants to care for and 
maintain heritage values, with repairs 
and upgrades supported by government 
expertise and financial incentives.

Map 5.1 shows the ownership of lands 
within the nominated property and buffer 
zone, or see Appendix B.6 for greater 
detail. Maps 5.2, 5.3, and 5.4 illustrate 
different areas of the nominated property.

5.b. Protective Designation
(i) Legislative Protection

The nominated property is protected 
by a robust framework of legislation 
and policy implemented by the various 
government authorities. Legislation and 
policies discussed below relate directly 
to the management of the nominated 
property and are appended to the 
nomination in Appendix D.
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Federal Legislation and Policy
Fisheries Act (1985)
Fisheries and fish habitat are managed 

under the Act and its regulations, which 
provide for the sustainability and ongoing 
productivity of commercial, recreational 
and Indigenous fisheries.

Authorization from the Minister of 
Fisheries and Oceans is required for any 
project that would cause serious harm to 
fish or that would have the potential to 
permanently alter or destroy fish habitat. 
Under the Yukon Territory Fisheries 
Regulations, the Department may close 
Yukon fisheries if stocks are endangered 
or considered to need time to recover.

Currently, Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in fishing 
practices are largely unaffected by the 
Act and its regulations. Subsistence 
fishing is a guaranteed right under the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Final Agreement, and 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in no longer operates a 
commercial salmon fishery. The Fisheries 
Act and Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Fish and Wildlife 
Act are compatible pieces of legislation, 
and the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans and Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Natural 
Resources Department work together to 
regulate subsistence fishing by Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in citizens.

Historic Sites and Monuments Act (1985)
The Historic Sites and Monuments Act 

provides the federal Minister responsible 
for Parks Canada Agency (PCA) with 
the power to recognize historic places 
of importance as national historic sites. 
This federal Act also established the 
Historic Sites and Monuments Board of 
Canada (HSMBC), which identifies and 
assesses sites that demonstrate nationally 
significant aspects of Canada’s history 
and makes recommendations to the 
Minister regarding which places should 
be designated. To be considered, a site 
must illustrate a nationally important 

aspect of Canadian history or a cultural 
tradition or way of life important in the 
development of Canada, or it must be 
most associated or identified with people 
or events deemed of national historic 
significance. PCA provides professional 
and administrative services to support 
the Board’s work, including historical 
and archaeological research to evaluate 
applications.

Designation under this Act is solely 
commemorative and does not have any 
protective regulations or mechanisms. 
However, sites identified through this 
Act that are administered by PCA are 
protected under the Parks Canada  
Agency Act, including those sites listed in 
Table 5.2.

Parks Canada Agency Act (1998)
The Parks Canada Agency Act, which 

came into force in 1998, established the 
Parks Canada Agency (commonly referred 
to in this document as “Parks Canada” 
or “PCA”) as a separate Government of 
Canada Agency reporting to the Minister 
of the Environment. This Act establishes 
the Agency for the purpose of ensuring 
that Canada’s national parks, national 
historic sites, and related heritage areas 
are protected and presented for current 
and future generations.

Under this Act, PCA is responsible 
for negotiating and recommending to 
the Minister the establishment and 
acquisition of national historic sites. The 
Act outlines PCA’s responsibilities for 
the development and implementation 
of management plans and policies for 
national historic sites and other federally 
recognized buildings under its care. It also 
outlines the Agency’s responsibility for 
leading Canada’s international obligations 
to protect and present heritage, such as 
those places in Canada inscribed on the 
World Heritage List.
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Under this Act, PCA administers 
Klondike National Historic Sites per 
its Cultural Resource Management 
Policy, the Treasury Board Policy on 
Management of Real Property, and  
other relevant plans and policies (see 
section 5.d).

 Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Final Agreement (1998) 
and Self-Government Agreement (1998)
The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Final Agreement 

(THFA) and Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Self-
Government Agreement (THSGA), both 
of which came into effect in 1998, are 
constitutionally protected agreements, 
each containing rights that are recognized 
and affirmed by Section 35 of the federal 
Constitution Act (1982). Among other 
negotiated rights and benefits, these 
Agreements entrench the rights of TH 
to participate in the management of 
natural and heritage resources. Under 
the THSGA, TH has legislative powers to 
enact its own acts, laws and regulations, 
including the recent Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
Heritage Act.

The THFA and THSGA serve as 
a contemporary legal basis for First 
Nations’ enduring tradition of responsible 
stewardship in the nominated property. 
The determination of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
to establish self-government in its 
traditional territory supports the First 
Nation’s ongoing and meaningful 
relationship with the cultural landscape.

Umbrella Final Agreement (1993)
Prior to Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 

signing the THFA and THSGA, Yukon 
First Nations’ collective land claims 
negotiations resulted in the Umbrella Final 
Agreement or “UFA,” a trilateral agreement 
between the Government of Canada, the 
Yukon Government, and the Council for 
Yukon Indians (later renamed the Council 
of Yukon First Nations), which formed 
a framework for individual Yukon First 
Nations to negotiate Final Agreements 
and Self-Government Agreements. The 
UFA established numerous advisory 
bodies, including those listed in section 
5.c, which are generally composed of 

Figure 5.3 Signatories to the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Final Agreement 
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equal appointments from the Yukon 
Government and the Council of 
Yukon First Nations. Those boards and 
committees established by the UFA 
are key mechanisms in ensuring joint 
management of natural and heritage 
resources in the traditional territories of 
Yukon First Nations throughout Yukon.

Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic 
Assessment Act (2003)

The Umbrella Final Agreement called for 
the establishment by federal legislation of 
an assessment process that would apply 
on all Yukon lands: federal, territorial, 
First Nation, municipal, and private. 
The federal Yukon Environmental and 
Socio-economic Assessment Act (YESAA) 
establishes a process for assessing the 
environmental and socio-economic 
effects of a broad range of land-use and 
development activities (as determined 
by YESAA regulations) in the nominated 
property. YESAA’s core purposes are:
•  providing a comprehensive, neutrally 

conducted assessment process applicable 
in Yukon;

•  requiring the consideration of 
environmental and socio-economic 
effects of projects before they are 
undertaken;

•  protecting and maintaining 
environmental quality and heritage 
resources;

•  protecting and promoting the wellbeing 
of Yukon First Nations persons and 
their societies, and Yukon residents 
generally, as well as the interests of 
other Canadians;

•  ensuring that projects are undertaken 
in accordance with principles that 
foster beneficial socio-economic change 
without undermining the ecological and 
social systems on which communities, 
their residents, and societies in general 
depend;

•  recognizing and, to the extent 
practicable, enhancing the traditional 
economy of Yukon First Nations and 
their special relationship with the 
wilderness environment;

•  guaranteeing opportunities for the 
participation of Yukon First Nations 
persons and making use of their 
knowledge and experience in the 
assessment process;

•  providing opportunities for public 
participation in the assessment process;

•  ensuring that the assessment process 
is conducted in a timely, efficient 
and effective manner that avoids 
duplication; and

•  providing certainty to the extent 
practicable with respect to assessment 
procedures, including informational 
requirements, time limits, and costs to 
participants.

Territorial Legislation
 Historic Resources Act (2002) and 
Archaeological Sites Regulation (2003)
The Historic Resources Act governs 

the preservation, development, and 
interpretation of heritage resources; 
promotes appreciation of Yukon’s 
historic resources; and provides for 
the protection and preservation, the 
orderly development, and the study 
and interpretation of those resources. 
The Act provides legal protection for 
designated Yukon historic sites. The 
Archaeological Sites Regulation regulates 
access to, recovery of, and protection of 
archaeological resources. Generally, this 
legislation applies to Crown lands and 
designated historic properties.

Placer Mining Act (2003) and Placer 
Mining Land Use Regulation (2003)

The Placer Mining Act provides 
administration and control of leasehold 
interests for the purposes of placer 
mining. The Placer Mining Land Use 
Regulation establishes specific thresholds 
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Map 5.5 – Placer Mineral Interests

Map 5.6 – Quartz Mineral Interests
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for each class of mining activity; 
environmental standards for all classes 
of activity on claims and leases; and 
recording and reporting requirements for 
historic, archaeological, palaeontological, 
or other heritage resources discovered 
during placer operations.

Mineral rights granted by way of 
a mining claim or lease are subsurface 
rights only and do not confer land 
ownership or surface rights. There are 
numerous mineral claims within the 
nominated property, which are actively 
regulated by the Placer Mining Act and 
Quartz Mining Act.

First Nation Legislation
 Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Fish and Wildlife  
Act (2009)
The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Fish and Wildlife 

Act provides Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in with full 
authority to manage and administer First 
Nation subsistence harvest in Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in traditional territory. The Act 
outlines access, hunting, and harvest 
rights on Settlement Land for non-First 
Nations users, Yukon residents, and 
outfitters. It also empowers Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in stewards to enforce its 
provisions.

Traditional or subsistence harvesting 
and fishing are fundamental cultural 
practices in historical and contemporary 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in communities. This Act 
contains the provisions and measures to 
protect First Nation rights and practices 
and help ensure these practices continue 
and remain components of the cultural 
and physical landscape of Tr’ondëk–
Klondike.

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Heritage Act (2016)
The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Heritage Act 

affirms the inherent rights of Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in over defining, managing, 
preserving, and promoting First Nation 
heritage and culture within its traditional 
territory; recognizes the uniqueness of 

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in conception of tangible 
and intangible heritage; and articulates 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in values and principles 
related to heritage.

At the time of writing, the legislation 
will be implemented beginning in 
2016–2017 and is intended to provide 
a mechanism for resolving conflicts 
between the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and 
other Yukon First Nations, and between 
the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and other 
governments, regarding the stewardship 
and management of heritage resources.

Municipal Bylaws
 City of Dawson Heritage and Zoning 
Bylaws (2009, 2013)
The City of Dawson has authority 

under Yukon’s Municipal Act (2002) to 
undertake land development projects 
that adhere to the Official Community 
Plan, zoning bylaws, and other relevant 
bylaws. Municipal heritage bylaws 
passed in 2009 established the Heritage 
Advisory Committee and provided for the 
designation and protection of municipal 
heritage resources. The zoning bylaw 
amended in 2013 established districts, 
areas, and zones in the municipality that 
guide land use, development activities, 
and protection of historic resources. 
Dawson’s Heritage Management Plan 
derives its authority from the zoning 
bylaw.

The Municipal Act provides the City 
of Dawson with the authority to protect 
historic infrastructure and develop 
mechanisms to protect and preserve the 
heritage aspects of the community. The 
City of Dawson develops and maintains 
the public infrastructure required to 
support its population and helps ensure 
its attractiveness and accessibility as a 
tourist destination.

Municipal management plans that 
help manage local infrastructure and 
heritage resources are listed in section 5.d.



Chapter 5: Protection and Management of the Property     237

Additional Legislation
Additional legislation that 

regulates aspects of the nominated 
property and buffer zone and helps 
manage infrastructure and sustainable 
development is listed in Table 5.1 and 
described further in section 5.c.

(ii) Designated Sites
The nominated property has a long 

record of protection of heritage sites 
through formal designation. There are 
numerous sites within the property with 
various levels of designation by federal, 
territorial, First Nation, and municipal 
authorities (see Table 5.2). Designations 
provide various levels of legal protections 
and fiscal opportunities or incentives 
for conservation, documentation, and 
planning for these sites. Designation types 
include:
•  Federal: National Historic Sites, Federal 

Heritage Building Review Office 
(FHBRO) Classified Heritage Buildings 
and Recognized Heritage Buildings

•  Territorial: Yukon Historic Sites
•  First Nation: Recognized Heritage Sites 

and Routes per the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
Final Agreement

•  Municipal: Municipal Historic Sites
Value statements for designated 

sites within the nominated property are 
located in Appendix F.

5.c.  Means of Implementing 
Protective Measures

(i) Federal jurisdiction 
At the federal level, national historic 

sites (NHS) owned by the Government 
of Canada through Parks Canada Agency 
(PCA) are commemorated under the 
Historic Sites and Monuments Act. PCA 
owns and manages four NHS within 
the nominated property under the 
administrative umbrella of Klondike 
National Historic Sites (KNHS). One 
of these, Dawson Historical Complex 
National Historic Site (DHC), comprises 

Table 5.1: Additional Legislation

Legislation        Jurisdiction

Navigation Protection Act (2013)     Federal

Area Development Act (2002)      Territorial

Environment Act (2002)       Territorial

Forest Resources Act (2008)      Territorial

Highways Act (2002)       Territorial

Municipal Act (2002)       Territorial

Oil and Gas Act (2002)       Territorial

Quartz Mining Act (2003)      Territorial

Subdivision Act (2002)       Territorial

Territorial Lands (Yukon) Act and Lands Act (2003)   Territorial

Waters Act (2002)       Territorial

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Land and Resources Act (2004)   First Nation
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17 individual properties, including  
6 buildings owned by other entities 
and individuals. The individual sites 
comprising DHC and other national 
historic sites under KNHS were 
designated of national significance for 
their association with the Klondike 
Gold Rush and its aftermath, or as 
representative of Yukon lake and 
river sternwheeler transportation, 
frontier mission architecture, Canadian 
sovereignty, the Canadian judicial system, 
or corporate industrial mining in Canada.

PCA has a mandate to “protect and 
present nationally significant examples 
of Canada’s natural and cultural heritage, 
and foster public understanding, 
appreciation and enjoyment in ways that 
ensure the ecological and commemorative 
integrity of these places for present and 
future generations.” PCA ensures that 
Commemorative Integrity Statements 
(CIS) are complete for all NHS it 
administers, and that Commemorative 
Integrity Evaluations are conducted on a 
periodic basis, guided by the PCA Cultural 
Resource Management Policy. PCA also 
produces State of the Sites Reports (SoSR) 
that summarize resource condition, 
effectiveness of communication, and 
management practices for NHS. The most 
recent SoSR for KNHS was completed  
in 2010.

NHS designation is commemorative 
and does not provide legal protection 
for the six NHS within the nominated 
property that PCA does not administer. 
However, PCA offers a NHS Cost-Sharing 
Program and conservation tools to help 
ensure retention of the commemorative 
integrity of non-federally owned or 
administered NHS. Many have been given 
assistance by the Yukon Government 
Historic Properties Assistance (HPA) 
program and Community Development 
Fund.

PCA’s Federal Heritage Buildings 
Review Office (FHBRO) evaluates 

federally owned buildings over 40 
years of age for their heritage character 
as provided for in Canada’s Treasury 
Board Policy on Management of Real 
Property. If a building is considered of 
sufficient heritage character, the FHBRO 
recommends its designation as either a 
Classified Heritage Building (CHB) or 
a Recognized Heritage Building (RHB). 
Each Canadian federal department is 
responsible for ensuring that the heritage 
character of FHBRO designated buildings 
under its responsibility is conserved 
over their life cycle, and PCA assesses all 
proposed disposals of designated buildings 
and reviews all interventions affecting 
a CHB. Within the nominated property, 
PCA owns and administers  
5 CHBs and 18 RHBs in the historic 
Dawson townsite, and 20 RHBs in the 
Bear Creek Compound. All relate to the 
Klondike Gold Rush or subsequent placer 
gold mining.

Regular activities, conservation work, 
and special projects at KNHS (including 
on NHS and FHBRO designated buildings 
and properties funded through the NHS 
Cost-Sharing Program) are carried out in 
accordance with PCA’s Cultural Resource 
Management Policy and the national 
Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation 
of Historic Places in Canada, which ensure 
the respect and maintenance of historic 
values and character-defining elements.

PCA is currently replacing its previous 
Asset Management System (AMS) with 
an improved system (called Maximo) 
to provide accurate, comprehensive 
information related to the agency’s 
built assets. This will provide detailed 
asset information for condition and 
funding requirements, monitoring and 
reporting of general and code-compliance 
maintenance, and for capital project 
planning and reporting. Implementation 
is currently underway, with Phase 1 
complete at the time of writing, moving 
into Phase 2 in 2016–17. All built 
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Location Site Site Name Designation Year Recognition 
 Owner    Statute

Bear Creek PCA Bear Creek Compound,  RHB 1993 TBP 
  Auto Repair Shop (Building 7)
Bear Creek PCA Bear Creek Compound,  RHB 1993 TBP 
  Cat Repair Shop (Building 8)
Bear Creek PCA Bear Creek Compound,  RHB 1993 TBP 
  Troberg Residence
Bear Creek PCA Carpentry Shop  RHB 1993 TBP
Bear Creek PCA Engineering Office (Building 19)  RHB 1993 TBP
Bear Creek PCA Engineering Office (Building 28) RHB 1993 TBP
Bear Creek PCA Garage and Fire Hall RHB 1993 TBP
Bear Creek PCA Garage and Storage Building RHB 1993 TBP
Bear Creek PCA Gas House RHB 1993 TBP
Bear Creek PCA General Manager’s House RHB 1993 TBP
Bear Creek PCA Gold Room RHB 1993 TBP
Bear Creek PCA Machine Shop Buildings 1, 2 RHB 1993 TBP
Bear Creek PCA Mess Hall and Bunkhouse RHB 1993 TBP
Bear Creek PCA Root Cellar RHB 1993 TBP
Bear Creek PCA Staff House RHB 1993 TBP
Bear Creek PCA Tin Shop RHB 1993 TBP
Bear Creek PCA V.I.P. Guest House RHB 1993 TBP
Bear Creek PCA Warehouse No. 1 RHB 1993 TBP
Bear Creek PCA Warehouse No. 2 RHB 1993 TBP
Bear Creek PCA Warehouse No. 3 RHB 1993 TBP
Bonanza  PCA Dredge No. 4 National Historic NHS 1997 HSMA 
Creek  Site of Canada   
Bonanza Private Discovery Claim (Claim 37903) NHS 1998 HSMA   
Creek   National Historic Site of Canada 
Dawson PCA Bank of British North America  RHB 1989 TBP
Dawson PCA Black Residence, No. 9 RHB 1989 TBP
Dawson PCA BYN Ticket Office RHB 1989 TBP
Dawson PCA Commanding Officer’s Residence RHB 1989 TBP
Dawson PCA Commissioner’s Residence CHB, DHC 1988 TBP
Dawson PCA Dawson Daily News RHB, DHC 1989 TBP
Dawson PCA Dawson Historical Complex  (DHC) NHS 1959 HSMA 
  National Historic Site of Canada65

Dawson PCA Former Territorial Courthouse NHS, CHB,  1981,  HSMA, TBP  
  National Historic Site of Canada  DHC (NHS) 
    1988 
    (CHB) 
Dawson PCA Harrington’s Store RHB 1989 TBP
Dawson PCA Klondike Thawing RHB, DHC 1989 TBP 
  Machine Building
Dawson PCA Lowe’s Mortuary RHB 1987 TBP

Table 5.2: Designated Sites
Abbreviations:
Owners: CD: City of Dawson; PCA: Parks Canada Agency; TH: Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in; YG: Yukon Government 
Designations: CHB: Classified Heritage Building; DHC: Dawson Historical Complex National Historic Site; MHS: 
Municipal Historic Site; NHS: National Historic Site; RHB: Recognized Heritage Building; YHS: Yukon Historic Site
Recognition Statutes: CDHB: City of Dawson Heritage Bylaw; HRA: Historic Resources Act; HSMA: Historic 
Sites and Monuments Act; TBP: Treasury Board Policy on Management of Real Property; THFA: Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
Final Agreement 
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Location Site Site Name Designation Year Recognition 
Owner     Statute

Dawson PCA Mme. Tremblay’s Store RHB 1989 TBP
Dawson PCA North-West Mounted Police Jail RHB 1988 TBP
Dawson PCA North-West Mounted RHB 1988 TBP 
  Police Stables
Dawson PCA North-West Mounted Police RHB, DHC 1988 TBP 
  Married Quarters
Dawson PCA Northern Commercial RHB 1989 TBP 
  Company Warehouse
Dawson PCA Palace Grand Theatre CHB, DHC 2008 TBP
Dawson PCA Post Office CHB, DHC 1988 TBP
Dawson PCA Robert Service Cabin CHB, DHC 1989 TBP
Dawson PCA Ruby’s Place RHB, DHC 1989 TBP
Dawson PCA SS Keno National Historic NHS 1962 HSMA 
  Site of Canada
Dawson PCA St. Andrew’s Manse RHB 1989 TBP
Dawson PCA St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church RHB 1989 TBP
Dawson PCA Third Avenue Hotel, Building 14 RHB 1989 TBP
Dawson PCA Winaut’s Store RHB 1989 TBP
Dawson YG Dawson City Telegraph Office YHS 2005 HRA 
  Historic Site
Dawson YG Minto Park Historic Site MHS 2013 HRA, CDHB
Dawson YG Old Territorial Administration NHS, DHC 2001 HSMA 
  Building National Historic  
  Site of Canada
Dawson YG Yukon Sawmill Company Office YHS 2005 HRA 
  Historic Site
Dawson CD Arctic Brotherhood Hall MHS 2015 HRA, CDHB 
  Historic Site
Dawson CD Canadian Bank of Commerce  NHS, MHS, 1988 HSMA, HRA,  
  National Historic Site of Canada, DHC (NHS) CDHB 
  Canadian Bank of Commerce   2013 
  Historic Site (municipal)  (MHS) 
Dawson CD Paul Denhardt Cabin Historic Site MHS 2012 HRA, CDHB
Dawson Private St. Paul’s Anglican Church NHS, DHC 1989 HSMA 
  National Historic Site of Canada
Dawson Private Yukon Hotel National Historic NHS, DHC 1982 HSMA 
  Site of Canada
Forty Mile YG Forty Mile, Forty Cudahy and Recognized 1998 THFA 
  Fort Constantine Historic Site Heritage Site
Klondike YG Dredge Tailings Historic Site MHS In HRA, CDHB 
River Valley     progress 
Moosehide to  TH/YG Moosehide Trail Recognized 1998 THFA 
Dawson   Heritage 
   Route
Tr’ochëk TH Tr’ochëk National Historic NHS 2002 HSMA, THFA 
  Site of Canada

Table 5.2: Designated Sites (cont.)
Abbreviations: 
Owners: CD: City of Dawson; PCA: Parks Canada Agency; TH: Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in; YG: Yukon Government 
Designations: CHB: Classified Heritage Building; DHC: Dawson Historical Complex National Historic Site; MHS: 
Municipal Historic Site; NHS: National Historic Site; RHB: Recognized Heritage Building; YHS: Yukon Historic Site
Recognition Statutes: CDHB: City of Dawson Heritage Bylaw; HRA: Historic Resources Act; HSMA: Historic 
Sites and Monuments Act; TBP: Treasury Board Policy on Management of Real Property; THFA: Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
Final Agreement 
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components included in the nominated 
property that are owned and managed by 
KNHS will be listed in this database.

The Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans (DFO) is responsible for the 
sustainability of Indigenous fisheries 
within the nominated property under the 
Fisheries Act and in collaboration with 
the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Government. 
Access to navigable waters by Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in for subsistence harvest and 
other traditional activities is protected 
under Transport Canada’s Navigation 
Protection Act.

Under YESAA, assessments of 
development and mining projects are 
carried out by the independent Yukon 
Environmental and Socio-economic 
Assessment Board (YESAB), although 
the Board’s recommendations are non-
binding, and relevant government 
authorities retain their decision-making 
authority. YESAB’s core purpose is to 
protect the environmental and social 
integrity of Yukon, while fostering 

responsible development in the territory 
that reflects the values of Yukoners 
and respects the contributions of First 
Nations. YESAB’s Dawson Designated 
Office is responsible for evaluating 
development projects proposed within 
the nominated property and buffer zone, 
issuing recommendations, and providing 
information to project proponents and 
others involved in the YESAA assessment 
process. Large-scale projects may be 
referred beyond the Designated Office 
to YESAB’s Executive Committee, in 
accordance with YESAA and the Board’s 
rules and policies.

(ii) Territorial jurisdiction
The Department of Tourism and 

Culture, Yukon Government, supports 
Yukon’s tourism industry; promotes the 
arts; and protects, preserves, interprets, 
and celebrates Yukon’s rich heritage.

Historic and archaeological sites 
located on Crown lands within the 
nominated property are protected under 

Figure 5.4 The SS Keno National Historic Site of Canada is owned and cared for by the Parks Canada Agency
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Historic Resources Act and Archaeological 
Sites Regulation and managed by the 
Department of Tourism and Culture’s 
Historic Sites and Heritage Resources 
units. Tourism and Culture has signed 
a memorandum of understanding with 
the Department of Highways and Public 
Works (HPW) regarding co-management 
of designated heritage properties owned 
by HPW. 

Yukon Historic Sites (YHS) are 
designated by the Minister of Tourism 
and Culture after recommendation by 
the Yukon Heritage Resources Board 
(YHRB). The YHRB was established 
under the Umbrella Final Agreement to 
advise government on the preservation 
and commemoration of historic sites. 
The Board may make recommendations 
to the federal and territorial Ministers 
responsible for heritage and to Yukon 
First Nations regarding the management 
of Yukon heritage resources and First 
Nation heritage resources. The Board 
comprises representatives nominated 
equally by the Yukon Government and 
by Yukon First Nations, with one YG 
representative also representing Canada, 
and they are appointed by the Yukon 
Minister of Tourism and Culture for 
three-year terms. YHS are provided legal 
protection under Yukon’s Historic Resources 
Act. The Yukon Government ensures that 
a Statement of Significance is completed 
for all designated Yukon Historic Sites.

Yukon Historic Sites are considered of 
importance to all Yukoners. Two YHS are 
located within the nominated property: 
the Yukon Sawmill Company Office and 
Dawson City Telegraph Office. Both are 
owned and administered by the Yukon 
Government. Their significance directly 
relates to the Klondike Gold Rush. Both 
have received extensive conservation 
treatment.

The Yukon Historic Sites Inventory 
(YHSI) maintains listings and data on 
historic places over 50 years of age. The 

inventory is regularly updated, normally 
every 10 years. It includes information 
on physical descriptions and conditions, 
photographs, site plans, and histories. 
Where possible, it is augmented by 
historical photographs and drawings. 
Listing on the YHSI does not provide legal 
protection or encumbrances.

Archaeological components within 
the nominated property, other than 
those on federal lands, are listed in the 
Yukon Archaeological Sites Inventory 
(YASI), the YHSI, or at the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in heritage office. No one may 
investigate or disturb archaeological sites 
without a permit. An activity affecting an 
archaeological site on private, Crown, or 
Settlement Land may undergo a heritage 
impact assessment as part of a YESAB 
assessment. Archaeological sites within 
KNHS are administered by PCA under the 
federal Parks Canada Agency Act. 

The Yukon Government may provide 
financial and technical assistance to 
First Nations, community groups, 
municipalities, or individuals that own 
properties that have been formally 
designated or listed on the Yukon Historic 
Sites Inventory to help them conserve 
their properties. Eligible owners within 
the nominated property have taken 
advantage of YG’s Historic Properties 
Assistance (HPA) program to repair and 
rehabilitate their properties, with total 
disbursements exceeding $700 000 for 102 
HPA projects since 1987. All conservation 
work carried out on YHS and through 
funding from the HPA program complies 
with the national Standards and Guidelines 
for the Conservation of Historic Places in 
Canada (Appendix E.24).

Energy, Mines and Resources (EMR) 
is generally responsible for land-use 
planning, zoning, permitting, and 
licensing, as well as for subdivision 
rural land development and agricultural 
land disposition and leasing under 
the Territorial Lands (Yukon) Act and 
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Figure 5.5 The Post Office is a significant heritage building with federal 
designation 

Lands Act. EMR monitors, inspects, 
and enforces compliance with mining 
regulations under the Placer Mining Act, 
Quartz Mining Act, and Waters Act. Other 
territorial legislation such as the Area 
Development Act, Environment Act, Forest 
Resources Act, Highways Act, Municipal 
Act, Oil and Gas Act, Subdivision Act, and 
subsequent regulations enable the Yukon 
Government to manage infrastructure, 
resources, and factors potentially affecting 
the nominated property.

(iii) First Nation jurisdiction
In the nearly 20 years since their 

effective date, the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
Final Agreement and Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
Self-Government Agreement are living 
documents that continue to guide every 
aspect of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in government 
policy and operations. Trilateral working 

groups continue to negotiate the 
implementation of each section of the 
agreements. Heritage management in 
areas of the nominated property under 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in jurisdiction continues 
to evolve with the development of TH 
legislation and best practices. The recent 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Heritage Act clarifies 
and augments existing legislation such as 
Yukon’s Historic Resources Act. 

Archaeological and historic sites 
located on Settlement Lands or TH 
traditional territory are managed under 
Chapter 13 of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
Final Agreement, with further protection 
and management through the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in Heritage Act, Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
Land and Resources Act, and Land Based 
Heritage Resource Policy. First Nation sites 
and routes are recognized and protected 
under schedules A to C of Chapter 13 



244         Tr’ondëk–Klondike

of the THFA. There are two recognized 
sites (Ch’ëdähchëk kek’ìt / Forty Mile 
and Tr’ochëk, which was previously 
called Tr’o-ju-wech’in) and one route 
(Moosehide Trail) that contribute to the 
proposed Outstanding Universal Value 
of the nominated property. These sites 
have received a high level of research, 
documentation, and monitoring and are 
governed by site-management plans. 
Tr’ochëk NHS was designated in 2002 
for its significance to the heritage of the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and particularly for 
its representation of the importance of 
fishing to their culture. Tr’ochëk NHS 
is owned and managed by Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in.

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in maintains an 
inventory of georeferenced locales and 
sites of cultural importance including 
archaeological sites, built heritage, 
and cultural-use sites. These sites are 
periodically monitored through the 
Heritage Department, and many have 

been subject to TH-led research and 
documentation projects. TH oversees the 
protection and conservation of a number 
of heritage sites and routes on Settlement 
Lands, as well as the living village of 
Moosehide, where citizens care for their 
properties. The THFA and other TH 
legislation and policies provide guidance 
for the care of heritage sites and routes.

The Heritage Department leads 
the implementation of the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in Heritage Act and the recognition, 
conservation, and promotion of TH 
heritage resources and values. The 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Land and Resources Act 
and Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Fish and Wildlife 
Act each respectively confirm the rights 
of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in people to use and 
occupy Settlement Land and waters for 
traditional activities and subsistence 
harvesting. The Natural Resources 
Department leads the implementation 
of those acts and works with DFO to 
conserve and monitor the Indigenous 

Figure 5.6 The Yukon Sawmill Company Office Historic Site is owned and cared for by Yukon Government's 
Historic Sites Unit
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fishery on the Yukon River. The Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in Land and Resources Act also 
reinforces the First Nation’s obligation 
as a land manager to protect heritage 
resources. Archaeological research or 
excavations, among other land-use 
activities, require a TH Land Use Permit 
to be issued by the Natural Resources 
Department.

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in closely monitors 
development and land use that may 
impact its Settlement Lands and 
traditional territory through Yukon’s 
development assessment process under 
YESAA, and it engages with the mining 
community and other development 
proponents to encourage understanding 
of TH values.

(iv) Municipal jurisdiction
Municipal Historic Sites (MHS) 

are designated after recommendation 
to the City of Dawson by a Heritage 
Advisory Committee (HAC) appointed 
by town council. The HAC operates 

under authority of the municipality’s 
Heritage Advisory Committee Bylaw. 
MHS are provided legal protection under 
Yukon’s Historic Resources Act. There are 
five MHS administered by the City of 
Dawson, one being the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce NHS. All relate directly to the 
Klondike Gold Rush or subsequent placer 
gold mining. YG provides assistance to 
complete Statements of Significance for 
Municipal Historic Sites.

Dawson City heritage planning is 
guided by the Dawson City Heritage 
Management Plan and related heritage 
and zoning bylaws. Any interventions 
to existing properties and any new 
construction must follow established 
design guidelines in order to maintain the 
heritage character of the historic townsite. 
The municipality offers incentives to assist 
owners of properties listed in the Yukon 
Historic Sites Inventory to care for their 
property under its Historical Properties 
Stewardship Rebate Bylaw. The City of 
Dawson’s inventory of historic resources 

Figure 5.7 Archaeological research at Tr’ochëk
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is embedded in the YHSI and can be 
accessed by a search for community. The 
design of the YHSI was done to enable 
communities to use, update, and edit 
the records of historic sites within their 
boundaries. The City of Dawson accesses 
and updates the inventory of its historic 
resources via the YHSI and provides a 
public listing of municipally designated 
historic sites through the Yukon Register 
of Historic Places website. 

(v) Interjurisdictional Sites
Forty Mile, Fort Cudahy and Fort 

Constantine Historic Site is co-managed 
by the Yukon Government and Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in under terms of the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in Final Agreement. Forty Mile 
(Ch’ëdähchëk kek’ìt) has heritage and 
cultural values that are significant on a 
local and territorial level and relate to  
TH heritage and culture and the Klondike 
Gold Rush.

It is managed under Yukon’s 
Historic Resources Act according to jointly 
developed Management, Interpretive 
and Cultural Resource Management 
Plans. Annual assessment and reporting 
are completed for the site by TH and YG. 
Work complies with the Standards and 
Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic 
Places in Canada, the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
Final Agreement, and the Historic Resources 
Act.

(vi) Advisory Bodies
Management of the nominated 

property by government authorities 
is supported by non-governmental 
advisory boards, committees, and councils 
established and empowered by the 
Umbrella Final Agreement and other federal 
and territorial legislation. See Table 5.3 
for details of these advisory bodies.

Figure 5.8 Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Fish and Wildlife Officer checks a net during First Fish cultural camp 
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(vii)  Proposed Tr’ondëk–
Klondike World Heritage 
Site

Inscription of the Tr’ondëk–Klondike 
World Heritage Site will not confer 
any new legislative protection to the 
nominated property.

Four levels of government – federal, 
territorial, First Nations, and municipal 
– will work cooperatively to ensure the 
protection and effective management of 
the nominated property and its associated 
heritage resources. The property benefits 
from the plans, policies, and expertise 
of each government partner and their 
mechanisms and resources for planning, 
conservation, and monitoring.

As discussed further in section 5.e, 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) among the partners responsible 
for the management of the nominated 
property and its Outstanding Universal 

Value will be ratified prior to the 
nominated property’s inscription on the 
World Heritage List. The MOU outlines 
the roles and responsibilities of each 
partner in the implementation of the 
Management Plan for the nominated 
property and establishes the Tr’ondëk–
Klondike World Heritage Site Stewardship 
Board. The Management Plan, MOU, 
and Stewardship Board Terms of 
Reference will ensure that all areas of 
the nominated property, regardless of 
ownership or jurisdiction, are adequately 
and consistently protected and managed 
into the future.

5.d. Existing Plans
(i)  Management Plans, Policies 

and Guidelines
Management plans, policies and 

guidelines from Parks Canada Agency, the 
Yukon Government, Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, 

Figure 5.9 The Forty Mile, Fort Cudahy, and Fort Constantine Historic Site Management Plan was signed in 2006 
by Chief Darren Taylor and Minister of Tourism and Culture Brad Cathers



248         Tr’ondëk–Klondike

Advisory Body 

Yukon 
Environmental and 
Socio-economic 
Assessment Board 
(YESAB) 

Yukon Water Board 

Yukon Salmon Sub-
Committee (YSSC)
(Sub-committee 
of the Yukon 
Fish and Wildlife 
Management 
Board) 

Yukon Heritage 
Resources Board 
(YHRB) 

Yukon Surface 
Rights Board

Dawson District 
Renewable 
Resources Council

Relevant Legislation 

Umbrella Final 
Agreement
Yukon Environmental 
and Socio-economic 
Assessment Act 

Umbrella Final 
Agreement
Waters Act 

Umbrella Final 
Agreement 

Umbrella Final 
Agreement
Historic Resources Act

Umbrella Final 
Agreement
Yukon Surface Rights 
Board Act

Umbrella Final 
Agreement 

Purpose of Advisory Body

Assesses environmental and 
socio-economic impacts prior 
to permitting of mining and 
development projects

Assesses environmental impacts 
prior to issuing water-use licences 
for mining and development 
projects

Makes recommendations to 
federal, territorial, and First Nation 
governments on all matters related 
to Yukon salmon management

Makes recommendations to 
federal, territorial, and First Nation 
governments on all matters related 
to Yukon heritage

Hears and decides disputes 
related to accessing or using land, 
including First Nation Settlement 
Land 

Provides input to governments on 
managing renewable resources 
within the Dawson region 
(Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in traditional 
territory), and provides advice 
to the Yukon Fish and Wildlife 
Management Board on local issues 
and traditional information

Table 5.3: Advisory Bodies
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and the City of Dawson provide direction 
and management for various elements 
important to the proposed Outstanding 
Universal Value of the nominated 
property. The plans are summarized in 
Table 5.4, and full copies are appended to 
the nomination in Appendix E.

The Yukon Government and Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in have also published guidelines 
for best management practices of heritage 
resources, which outline effective and 
practical methods for developers to 
mitigate adverse impacts of commercial 
and industrial land use.

The Umbrella Final Agreement 
introduced a new process for regional 
land-use planning in Yukon. Regional 
land-use plans are written by Commissions 
appointed by Yukon’s Minister of Energy, 
Mines and Resources, consisting of 
individuals nominated by the Yukon 
Government and the First Nation(s) 
whose traditional territory falls within the 
planning region. The Commission may 
hire a secretariat to assist in developing 
a land-use plan that it will recommend 
to the affected First Nation(s) and YG, to 
be approved by each party as it applies to 
their respective land bases. Upon approval, 
land-use plans provide management 
direction and a general vision for land use 
in a region.

After working with the Yukon 
Government and Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, 
the Yukon Land Use Planning Council 
established a regional planning process 
around Dawson City. The Dawson 
Regional Planning Commission began 
developing a draft plan in 2011. The 
process was suspended in 2014, before the 
plan’s completion, while outstanding issues 
in other Yukon planning regions were 
being resolved. At the time of writing, the 
regional planning process is still on hiatus.

The Tr’ondëk–Klondike World 
Heritage Site Stewardship Board will 
cooperate with and provide information 

to the Dawson Regional Planning 
Commission if the planning process 
resumes.

(ii)  Interpretive Planning and 
Tourism Development

Dawson City is a mature tourist 
destination that has been welcoming 
growing numbers of visitors since the 
construction of the North Klondike 
Highway and the formation of the 
Klondike Visitors Association in the 
1950s and 1960s. Formal institutional 
interpretation, both personal and non-
personal, and commercial programs 
are active. Many designated sites 
have approved interpretive plans (see 
Appendix J). See Table 5.5, Interpretive 
Planning and Tourism Development, for 
more details.

5.e.  Property Management 
Plan

The Tr’ondëk–Klondike World Heritage 
Site Management Plan (“the Management 
Plan”) complements the existing 
management plans of various jurisdictions 
by consolidating the management, 
monitoring, and reporting processes 
needed to protect, present, and promote 
the proposed Outstanding Universal Value 
of the nominated property. The draft 
Management Plan (Appendix C.1) was 
developed with support from local and 
regional stakeholders via the Tr’ondëk–
Klondike World Heritage Advisory 
Committee, and will be finalized and 
approved in 2017. The plan outlines a 
management framework and guide for 
the Tr’ondëk–Klondike World Heritage 
Stewardship Board as it provides advice 
to its member organizations on the 
management of the nominated property. 
It summarizes the responsibilities, 
principles, objectives, and actions that will 
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Management 
Authority 

Government 
of Canada 
(Parks Canada 
Agency) 

Government 
of Canada 
(PCA) 

Government 
of Canada 
(Department of 
Fisheries and 
Oceans), Yukon 
Government 
(Yukon Placer 
Secretariat) 

Government 
of Canada 
(PCA) 

Plan/Policy 

Cultural Resource 
Management Policy 
(2013) 

Design Guidelines 
for Historic Dawson 
(1980) 

Fish Habitat 
Management 
System for Yukon 
Placer Mining 
(2008) 

Klondike National 
Historic Sites 
Management Plan 
Direction (2016) 
and Management 
Plan (2017)
 

Scope

Provides policy requirements for 
managing the wide range of cultural 
resources administered by Parks 
Canada, including:
•  protected heritage places 

administered by Parks Canada;
•  cultural resources under Parks 

Canada’s administration;
•  Parks Canada programs, plans, 

activities, contracts, licences, 
concessions, and agreements that 
may affect cultural resources or the 
sharing of their heritage value.

Provides a reference guide for the 
conservation of, and alterations to, 
existing Gold Rush–era buildings and 
landscapes throughout Dawson City.

Adaptive Management Framework 
implemented under the Fisheries 
Act, administered by Yukon Placer 
Secretariat. Establishes protocols for 
Aquatic Health Monitoring, Water 
Quality Objectives Monitoring, and 
Economic Health Monitoring.

An updated, consolidated KNHS 
Management Plan will be published 
in 2017, setting out the long-term 
vision and objectives for KNHS and 
determining how Parks Canada’s 
mandate will be delivered. The 
plan focuses on engaging the 
Canadian public, Indigenous peoples, 
cooperative partners, and stakeholders 
in determining how the site will be 
managed. Separate management 
plans for Dawson Historical Complex, 
Dredge No. 4, and SS Keno were last 
updated in 2004.

Table 5.4: Management Plans, Policies, and Guidelines
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Government of 
Canada, Yukon 
Government 

Government of 
Canada (PCA – 
Federal Heritage 
Buildings Review 
Office) 

 

Government 
of Canada 
(PCA), Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in Tr’ochëk 
Heritage Site 
Management Plan 
(2010)
 

Standards and 
Guidelines for the 
Conservation of 
Historic Places in 
Canada (2010)

Treasury Board 
Policy on 
Management of 
Real Property 
(2006) 

Tr’ochëk Heritage 
Site Management 
Plan (2010)
 

Establishes a consistent, pan-Canadian 
set of principles and guidelines for 
conserving Canada’s historic places.
Offers results-oriented guidance in 
planning for, intervening on, and using 
historic places.

The designation of federal heritage 
buildings is carried out by an 
interdepartmental, multidisciplinary 
advisory committee, which evaluates 
their heritage value on the basis of 
their historical, architectural, and 
environmental significance, and 
makes recommendations to the 
Minister of the Environment regarding 
their designation. Buildings may be 
designated as either “Classified” (the 
highest level) or “Recognized” federal 
heritage buildings.
In the case of properties owned by 
Parks Canada Agency designated as 
“Classified” Heritage Buildings (CHB), 
departments administering the property 
must consult with Parks Canada Agency 
before selling or undertaking any 
intervention that may affect its heritage 
character. For properties designated 
as “Recognized” Heritage Buildings 
(RHB), departments administering 
the property must obtain appropriate 
heritage advice before undertaking any 
intervention that may affect its heritage 
character, and they must consult with 
Parks Canada as early as possible before 
dismantling, demolishing, or selling it.

Outlines the primary objective of the 
site, which is to recognize, protect, 
enhance, and celebrate Hän culture 
and history.
Outlines additional objectives to 
recognize and respect the non-
Indigenous heritage aspects of the site 
related to the Klondike Gold Rush, and 
to provide economic opportunities for 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in through creation of 
a first-class tourist attraction.

Management 
Authority 

Plan/Policy Scope

Table 5.4: Management Plans, Policies, and Guidelines (cont.)
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Provides a policy process to:
•  establish Administrative Reserves 

on Crown lands to protect the 
land from disposition and land-use 
permitting, or

•  notate Crown lands through map 
references as required to identify 
other interests on YG land.

A number of heritage reserves are 
established in the nominated property 
in recognition of their heritage value.

Provides the framework for 
sustainable management of a forest-
based economy in the Dawson forest-
planning region.

Provides guidance for the cooperative 
management of the cultural and 
natural resources at Forty Mile, 
Fort Cudahy and Fort Constantine 
Historic Site, including protection, 
conservation, and interpretation of 
the site.

Consolidates existing information 
regarding the site and provides 
a template for preservation, 
management and use of the site’s 
historic resources and landscape, 
including specific recommendations 
for buildings and infrastructure.

Provides direction on the reporting, 
identification, treatment, and 
disposition of human remains found 
outside of recognized cemeteries in 
Yukon to ensure these remains are 
respected and protected in a way that 
is consistent with legislation.

Guides Yukon residents in identifying 
historic and archaeological resources. 

Yukon 
Government 
(Energy, 
Mines and 
Resources) 

Yukon 
Government 
(Energy, 
Mines and 
Resources) 

Yukon 
Government 
(Tourism and 
Culture), Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in 

Yukon 
Government 
(Tourism and 
Culture), Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in 

Yukon 
Government 
(Tourism and 
Culture) 

Yukon 
Government 
(Tourism and 
Culture)  

Administrative 
Reserves and 
Notations – Request 
Process (2016) 

Dawson Forest 
Resources 
Management Plan 
(2013) 

Forty Mile, Fort 
Cudahy and Fort 
Constantine Historic 
Site Management 
Plan (2006)
 

Forty Mile 
Cultural Resource 
Management Plan 
(2014) 

Guidelines 
Respecting the 
Discovery of Human 
Remains and First 
Nation Burial Sites 
in the Yukon (1999)
 

Handbook for the 
Identification of 
Heritage Sites and 
Features (2007)

Management 
Authority 

Plan/Policy Scope

Table 5.4: Management Plans, Policies, and Guidelines (cont.)
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Management 
Authority 

Plan/Policy Scope

Table 5.4: Management Plans, Policies, and Guidelines (cont.)

Yukon 
Government 
(Energy, Mines 
and Resources) 

Yukon 
Government 
(Tourism and 
Culture) 

Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in
 

Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in
 

Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in

Mine Site 
Reclamation and 
Closure Policy 
(2006) 

Operational 
Policy for Heritage 
Resources 
Management 
on Yukon Lands 
(2010) 

Land Based Heritage 
Resource Policy 
(2011) 

Moosehide 
Community Plan 
and Moosehide 
Cultural Resources 
Management Plan 
(2016) 

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
Mining Mandate 
(2011) 

Directs mine operators in planning, 
implementing, and funding mine 
site reclamation and closure; 
reflects YG objectives in the areas of 
environmental protection, responsible 
economic development, and fiscal 
responsibility.

Communicates YG’s position on 
ownership and management of 
heritage resources in the context of the 
development assessment process.

Strengthens the protection and 
preservation of land-based heritage 
resources within Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
traditional territory.

Creates a management framework 
that incorporates Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in's unique way of defining 
and maintaining cultural values 
in Moosehide Village and outlines 
long-term and short-term goals for 
developing and/or preserving the area.
The Cultural Resources Management 
component identifies the heritage 
values of the site and outlines means 
for caring for, managing, and/or 
preserving these values while ensuring 
existing lifestyle activities continue.

Applies to mining activities on Crown 
lands within Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
traditional territory.
Describes the matters to be addressed 
in agreements with proponents of 
mining and mineral exploration 
projects with gross annual revenues 
and expenditures over $2 M.
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Management 
Authority 

Plan/Policy Scope

Table 5.4: Management Plans, Policies, and Guidelines (cont.)

City of Dawson, 
Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in
 

City of Dawson
 

City of Dawson
 

City of Dawson
 

City of Dawson 
and Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in Integrated 
Community 
Sustainability Plan 
(2008)
 

Dawson City 
Heritage 
Management Plan 
(2008)
 

Downtown 
Revitalization Plan 
(2013)
 

Official Community 
Plan (2012)

Provides direction for the 
community to realize long-term 
sustainable objectives, shaping 
the environmental, cultural, 
social, governance, and economic 
dimensions of the community’s 
identity.
Identifies a community vision, 
value statements, and sustainable 
principles.

Manages Dawson City and 
surrounding area to improve the 
quality of life for residents and to 
provide an enhanced destination 
attraction for international tourism.
Outlines broad heritage management 
objectives to conserve and interpret 
the full history of the cultural 
landscape – before, during, and after 
the Klondike Gold Rush.
Provides descriptions of Heritage 
Character Areas within the townsite, 
Heritage Management Areas, 
recommendations for heritage 
management, design guidelines for 
architectural conservation and infill, 
and an implementation plan. A trails 
management plan is currently under 
development.

Sets out implementable steps to 
strengthen the vitality of Dawson 
City’s downtown core by encouraging 
and guiding development and 
infrastructure investments.

Guides aspects of land planning and 
management, including land use, 
zoning, and development.
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support the long-term conservation and 
presentation of the nominated property 
should it be inscribed as a World Heritage 
site.

A Memorandum of Understanding 
Concerning the Joint Management and 
Protection of the Proposed Tr’ondëk–
Klondike World Heritage Site, or “MOU” 
(Appendix C.1), will be appended to 
the Management Plan. The MOU has 
been approved in principle and will be 

signed should the nominated property 
be inscribed on the World Heritage 
List. The four levels of government 
with regulatory, management and/or 
administrative responsibilities for the 
lands within the nominated property 
(Parks Canada Agency, the Yukon 
Government, Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, and 
the City of Dawson) are the signatories to 
the MOU. The purpose of this agreement 
is to ensure a coordinated and consistent 

Parks Canada 
Agency 

Yukon 
Government 
(Tourism and 
Culture, Historic 
Sites Unit) 

Yukon 
Government 
(Tourism and 
Culture, Historic 
Sites Unit) 

Yukon 
Government 
(Tourism and 
Culture, Historic 
Sites Unit) 

Klondike National 
Historic Sites 
Strategic and 
Interpretive Plan 
(2017)

Interpretive 
Signage Strategy 
(2005) 

North Klondike 
Highway 
Interpretive Plan 
(2004) 

Digital Media Plan 
for Historic Sites 
(2015) 

In progress at time of writing.

Provides Yukon-wide program 
framework and logic for new site 
selection, construction planning, and 
site maintenance. Provides direction 
on program parameters needed 
for order, image continuity, and 
effective message delivery. Hierarchy 
provides guidance to management 
of community-level and site-specific 
signage.

Addresses themes and messages and 
outlines development approaches and 
priorities for signs on North Klondike 
Highway.

Yukon-wide plan to develop “Yukon 
Walking Tours” and “Yukon Driving 
Tours” apps by 2017. Walking tours 
will use existing content; driving tours 
will be based on existing wayside 
interpretive panels throughout Yukon. 
Dawson Walking Tour app is to be 
ready by summer 2017. All Visitor 
Information Centres are now provided 
with free Wi-Fi for visitors to access 
apps.

Management 
Authority 

Plan/Policy Scope

Table 5.5: Interpretive Planning and Tourism Development
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management approach for the nominated 
property through implementation of the 
Management Plan.

The Stewardship Board will be 
composed of the government signatories 
to the MOU as well as representatives 
from the Klondike Visitors Association, 
Klondike Placer Miners’ Association, 
Yukon Chamber of Mines, and Dawson 
City Museum. These regional stakeholder 
organizations have supported and advised 
the World Heritage nomination process 
as members of the Advisory Committee, 
and they will continue to help guide 
the presentation, promotion, and 
development of the nominated property 
in a manner that is consistent with 
maintaining its Outstanding Universal 
Value. A draft Terms of Reference 
outlines the purpose and structure of the 
Stewardship Board (Appendix C.1). See 
Figure 5.10: Governance Structure.

(i)  Purpose of the  
Management Plan
The goal of the Management Plan 

is to integrate the relevant legislative, 
regulatory, institutional, and traditional 
management tools used by federal, 
territorial, municipal, and First Nations 
bodies in their respective jurisdictions 
within and around the nominated 
property. This is to ensure the effective 
protection of the Outstanding Universal 
Value for present and future generations

(ii)  Principles, Goals and 
Objectives

The Tr’ondëk–Klondike World 
Heritage Site Management Plan outlines 
seven management principles for the 
nominated property and buffer zone. The 
community-based Stewardship Board 
will apply the following principles to 
guide its actions when implementing 

Management 
Authority 

Plan/Policy Scope

Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in 

Yukon 
Government 
(Tourism and 
Culture), Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in 

Tr’ondëk–
Klondike World 
Heritage Site 
Stewardship 
Board  

Tr’ochëk Interpretive 
Plan (2003) 

Forty Mile, Fort 
Cudahy and Fort 
Constantine Historic 
Site Interpretation 
Plan (2007) 

Tourism Planning for 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike 
World Heritage Site 
Nomination (2016)

Identifies themes, issues, opportunities, 
constraints, and approaches. 
Includes specific detailed planning 
for experiences and implementation 
needs.

Extensive and detailed plan identifying 
key themes and stories, interpretive 
resources (natural and cultural), visitor 
interests and existing interpretation, 
both on and off site. Plan makes 
prioritized recommendations for 
implementation of improvements.

Provides research-based guidance 
on the opportunities for tourism 
development after inscription on the 
World Heritage List.

Table 5.5: Interpretive Planning and Tourism Development (cont.)
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the Management Plan, in particular 
those government authorities with 
management responsibilities that are 
parties to the MOU (Appendix C.1): Parks 
Canada Agency, the Yukon Government, 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, and the City of 
Dawson.

Principle 1:
The Management Plan establishes a 

framework of existing management plans 
and practices that apply to the nominated 
property and buffer zone.

Principle 2:
The Management Plan places 

the management and conservation 
of Tr’ondëk–Klondike’s Outstanding 
Universal Value within the existing 
management framework to guide the 
Stewardship Board in providing advice 
and to assist the government and the 
regulatory and assessment bodies with 
making decisions and recommendations.

Principle 3:
Management of the nominated 

property will be delivered through 
existing government authorities, 
within their respective jurisdictions, 
supplemented by advice from the 
Stewardship Board and procedures 
developed to accommodate a designated 
World Heritage site.

Principle 4:
Management of the nominated 

property will meet or exceed the Parties’ 
respective standards of protection, 
conservation, and presentation described 
in the Management Plan.

Principle 5:
The Management Plan will outline 

a process in which communication and 
collaboration will occur to mitigate 
actions undertaken by an owner or 

a government entity with regulatory 
responsibilities that may impact the 
proposed Outstanding Universal Value 
and components of the nominated 
property.

Principle 6:
The Management Plan recognizes that 

designation of the nominated property 
should support ongoing economic 
viability, diversity, and opportunities for 
residents in a manner consistent with 
maintaining the Outstanding Universal 
Value and local stewardship.

Principle 7:
The Stewardship Board will ensure 

that regular monitoring continues 
to occur, and that status reports are 
assembled on a schedule responding to 
the reporting requirements of the World 
Heritage Committee and World Heritage 
Centre.

In addition, as parties to the MOU, the 
government authorities will pursue the 
following goals and objectives in relation 
to the management of the nominated 
property in collaboration with the 
Stewardship Board: 

Goal 1: To instill a strong sense of shared 
community pride and stewardship in the 
protection, interpretation, and promotion of the 
nominated property by:

•  providing opportunities for 
community input and encouraging 
community participation; 

•  engaging residents, organizations, 
and other regional stakeholders 
in activities that celebrate the 
importance of Tr’ondëk–Klondike; 

•  employing a governance model that 
ensures the interests and concerns of 
local residents are heard, discussed, 
and reflected in the Stewardship 
Board’s advice to Regulatory 
Authorities;
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•  ensuring that local schools are 
provided with information and 
opportunities to incorporate 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike and its 
Outstanding Universal Value into 
their curriculum; and

•  supporting training and job 
opportunities for Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
citizens and other Dawson residents 
to undertake the conservation, 
interpretation, and promotion of 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike.

Goal 2: To provide for the protection, 
continuing community use, and appreciation of 
the nominated property by:

•  ensuring that visitors have access 
to appropriate areas of TKWHS and 
appreciate the site’s values without 
impacting community use; and

•  supporting ongoing research about 
the landscape and its peoples. 

Goal 3: To enrich existing tourism by 
promoting wide recognition, understanding, 
and appreciation of the educational and 
cultural values represented by the nominated 
property by: 

•  promoting tourism through regional, 
national, and international media; 

•  creating a communication strategy 
to help strengthen understanding 
and guide the presentation of 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike, and to identify 
opportunities for sharing the 
site’s Outstanding Universal Value 
through promotion, interpretation, 
education, and outreach;

•  ensuring that promotion is managed 
responsibly in all aspects of publicity 
in accordance with UNESCO 
guidelines and local interests; 

•  encouraging and facilitating joint 
marketing initiatives among 
community partners to promote 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike as a tourism 
destination; and

Figure 5.10 Governance Structure
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•  exploring collaborative 
arrangements with Kluane / 
Wrangell–St. Elias / Glacier Bay / 
Tatshenshini–Alsek World Heritage 
Site.

(iii) Implementation
The Tr’ondëk–Klondike World Heritage 

Site Management Plan will take effect 
immediately following the inscription of 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike on the World Heritage 
List, and it is scheduled for review every 
five years thereafter.

The Tr’ondëk–Klondike World 
Heritage Site Stewardship Board 
will be responsible for reviewing 
the Management Plan on behalf of 
the government authorities and key 
stakeholders. The review shall focus 
on the protection of the Outstanding 
Universal Value as stated at the time of 
designation and shall be in accordance 
with the legislation and policies in force 
at the federal, territorial, First Nation, and 
municipal levels, and with the Operational 
Guidelines for the Implementation of the World 
Heritage Convention.

The MOU described above may be 
signed prior to inscription and will be 
effective as of the date it is signed by all 
parties. The Terms of Reference for the 
Stewardship Board will be adopted by 
the Board at its first formal meeting. The 
MOU and Terms of Reference shall be 
appended to the Management Plan as 
companion documents guiding the roles, 
relationships, and responsibilities of the 
Board.

(iv) Application
In order to manage the nominated 

property, numerous organizations will 
share expertise via the Stewardship 
Board and will dedicate finances and 
staff expertise to managing resources 
and administering programs within their 
respective jurisdictions. The Tr’ondëk–

Klondike World Heritage Site Management 
Plan complements and integrates the 
existing management plans and policies 
listed in 5.d, in accordance with the 
protective legislation described in 5.b.

Parks Canada Agency invests in the 
protection and the interpretation and 
tourism infrastructure of Klondike National 
Historic Sites and other federally designated 
buildings. PCA’s management strategy is 
in accordance with the Management Plan, 
as well as with the Klondike National 
Historic Sites Management Plan, Parks 
Canada Cultural Resource Management 
Policy, the Standards and Guidelines for the 
Conservation of Historic Places in Canada, 
and relevant federal legislation and 
policy. The Management Plan recognizes 
the continued collaboration between 
the federal Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans and Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Natural 
Resources Department to maintain and 
monitor sustainable salmon fishing in the 
nominated property and greater Yukon 
River. 

The Yukon Government manages 
the heritage resources in its jurisdiction 
within the nominated property, with 
expertise from Tourism and Culture’s 
Historic Sites and Heritage Resources 
units. Other YG departments manage 
aspects of land use and resources in the 
nominated property and buffer zone; 
for example, the Department of Energy, 
Mines and Resources is responsible for 
supporting and permitting placer and 
hard rock mining activity. YG’s published 
handbooks, best practices guidelines, and 
policies inform the public and encourage 
responsible stewardship of the land 
and heritage resources. YG is widely 
empowered by the Historic Resources 
Act, Archaeological Sites Regulation, and 
other territorial acts on Crown lands 
within the nominated property and 
buffer zone, and YG’s implementation 
of this legislation informs many of the 
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heritage management and conservation 
tools and practices outlined in the 
Management Plan. The principles of 
the Management Plan and annexed 
Development Guidelines (Appendix C.1) 
are reflected in the Yukon Government’s 
ongoing infrastructure investment and 
mining industry support in the nominated 
property.

In Forty Mile (Ch’ëdähchëk 
kek’ìt), where YG shares management 
responsibilities for the historic site with 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, both parties contribute 
human and financial resources and 
expertise to the co-managed site under 
the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Final Agreement. 
The Management Plan incorporates the 
implementation of the Forty Mile, Fort 
Cudahy and Fort Constantine Historic Site 
Management Plan and Cultural Resource 
Management Plan by YG and TH.

Working under the guidance of the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Heritage Act and relevant 
sections of the THFA and THSGA, the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Heritage Department 
is responsible for managing, protecting, 

and presenting heritage resources and 
maintaining TH cultural values and 
traditions in the nominated property. 
The Tr’ochëk National Historic Site of 
Canada Management Plan (co-signed with 
Parks Canada Agency and implemented 
by Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in), the Moosehide 
Community Plan and Moosehide 
Cultural Resources Management Plan, 
and the Forty Mile plans outline the 
research, interpretation, development, 
and conservation suitable for those sites. 
The Tr’ondëk–Klondike World Heritage Site 
Management Plan encompasses the measures 
outlined in each existing plan. Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in leadership and staff will bring 
TH cultural values into the day-to-day 
application of the Management Plan.

The City of Dawson, Heritage 
Advisory Committee, and private 
landowners within municipal boundaries 
operate under municipal zoning and 
heritage bylaws, the Dawson City 
Heritage Management Plan, and the City 
of Dawson Official Community Plan. 
Municipal management plans articulate 

Figure 5.11 Berry picking at Moosehide 
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Dawson City’s heritage character and 
strategies for maintaining its character in 
a living, evolving community. As a result, 
they provide a key basis for and are 
complementary to the Tr’ondëk–Klondike 
World Heritage Site Management Plan. 

Each government retains the 
authority to manage and determine 
policies for the lands under its 
jurisdiction. The federal government, 
through Parks Canada Agency, is 
responsible for the management and 
protection of heritage resources on lands 
it administers. The Yukon Government’s 
Department of Tourism and Culture 
has authority in the preservation, 
development, and interpretation of 
heritage resources; and other departments 
have the mandate to support the ongoing 
tradition and economy of gold mining. 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in has the authority to 
protect heritage resources and sustain 
traditional harvest management on its 
Settlement Land and traditional territory. 
The City of Dawson is responsible for 
protecting heritage resources under its 
ownership and for managing heritage 
resources within municipal boundaries, 
with the exception of Crown lands. 
These roles will remain in effect after 
the designation of Tr’ondëk–Klondike 
World Heritage Site, formation of the 
Stewardship Board, and implementation 
of the Management Plan.

If the nominated property is inscribed, 
the Board will work with government 
authorities to collect the necessary 
information to carry out reporting duties 
on the state of conservation of the 
property to the World Heritage Centre, 
in collaboration with the Canadian 
Delegation to the World Heritage 
Committee. Monitoring and reporting are 
discussed in more detail in Chapter 6.

5.f.  Sources and Levels of 
Finance

Financial estimates listed in this 
section are in Canadian Dollars.

(i)  Federal – Parks Canada 
Agency
As the agency directly responsible 

for the operation of Klondike National 
Historic Sites (KNHS), Parks Canada 
Agency has assigned an annual operating 
budget of approximately $430 000. 
In addition to the annual operating 
budget, PCA funds 35 seasonal and 
full-time positions at KNHS, totalling 
approximately 23 full person-years.

Funding for one-time capital and 
special projects fluctuates significantly 
from year to year, ranging from $500 
000 to over $2 M, allocated to large 
infrastructure projects or capital repairs to 
KNHS properties. In 2016–17 and 2017–
18, KNHS will receive approximately $7 M 
each year for major recapitalization work.

PCA’s NHS Cost-Sharing Program 
offers financial assistance to non-
federally owned or administered national 
historic sites to help retain those sites’ 
commemorative integrity.

(ii)  Territorial – Yukon 
Government

The Yukon Government provides 
funding for various sites and programs 
within the nominated property. Annual 
budget contributions often vary 
depending on planned projects. Annual 
spending on capital maintenance and 
restoration for YG-owned historic sites 
totals approximately $315 000, with 
additional funds allocated to the Ridge 
Road Heritage Trail for conservation 
planning.

YG’s Historic Sites and Heritage 
Resources units spend approximately 
$130 000 annually on interpretation, 
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research, permitting, site visits, and 
monitoring of archaeological and historic 
sites.  

The Museums Unit also provides core 
funding to the Dawson City Museum and 
the Dänojà Zho Cultural Centre, totalling 
approximately $225 000 on an annual 
basis.

Through its Historic Properties 
Assistance Program, YG currently 
provides an annual average of $30 000 
to private property owners, the City of 
Dawson, and Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in. The 
program has disbursed a total of over 
$700 000 since 1986.

Forty Mile, Fort Cudahy and Fort 
Constantine Historic Site is co-managed 
by the Yukon Government and Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in, who collectively spent  
$185 000 on research, interpretation, site 
improvements, and site preservation and 
maintenance in 2015–16.

(iii)  First Nation – Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in

The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in (TH) Heritage 
Department has an annual operating 
budget of approximately $1.3 M for 
numerous programs within the nominated 
property. Annual spending includes 
heritage site management, research and 
field work, Hän language documentation 
and education, land-based cultural camps, 
school outreach, collections management 
and exhibits, traditional knowledge 
protection, heritage governance and 
planning, staffing, and operating the 
Dänojà Zho Cultural Centre.

The Moosehide Gathering takes 
place every two years and welcomes 
visitors to Moosehide village from across 
northern Canada, Alaska and beyond to 
experience Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in culture 
and hospitality. Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
invests approximately $150 000 to host 
each biennial gathering.

The Natural Resources department 
invests an annual minimum of $60 000 

Figure 5.12 The Arctic Brotherhood Hall Historic Site is leased to the Klondike Visitors Association and home to 
Diamond Tooth Gerties Gambling Hall.
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on management of the salmon fishery, 
including research, river patrols, chum 
salmon harvest, cultural camps, updates 
to regulations, and engagement with 
environmental assessment processes.

(iv)  Municipal – City of Dawson
The City-owned Arctic Brotherhood 

Hall Historic Site is leased to the Klondike 
Visitors Association and houses Diamond 
Tooth Gerties Gambling Hall. The KVA is 
responsible for repairs and maintenance.

The Canadian Bank of Commerce 
National Historic Site of Canada is also a 
Municipal Historic Site and owned by the 
City of Dawson in its original waterfront 
location. The City of Dawson spends 
approximately $25 000 to $50 000 on 
annual maintenance and special projects 
at the Canadian Bank of Commerce, 
which has also received repairs funded 
by Parks Canada’s Cost-Sharing Program 
and other government sources. The City 
of Dawson is exploring options for future 
preservation of the bank.

The proposed Dredge Tailings Historic 
Site in the Klondike River valley is owned 
by the Yukon Government, and regular 
maintenance costs are not anticipated, 
because the land is undeveloped and 
no future development is currently 
earmarked.

YG also owns Minto Park Historic Site, 
which has been managed under lease by 
the City of Dawson for many years. The 
City spends approximately $25 000 on an 
annual basis for salaries, equipment and 
maintenance. Designs for a new Minto 
Park concession building are currently 
underway, and the City’s planned 
investment of approximately $1 M will 
serve numerous local organizations and 
residents by providing a versatile space for 
cultural and recreational programming.

The annual costs associated with the 
Community Development Officer position 
and the Heritage Advisory Committee 
average approximately $130 000.

(v)  Tr’ondëk–Klondike World 
Heritage Site Stewardship 
Board

Each governmental and non-
governmental partner forming the 
Stewardship Board provides adequate 
financial support for management of the 
resources within its own jurisdiction. 
There is no dedicated source of funding 
for the nominated property as a new and 
separate entity. Opportunities to augment 
current funding through public and 
private sources will be pursued in 2017–
2018. Ongoing operational funding will 
be necessary for the Stewardship Board 
to hire a Site Management Coordinator 
after inscription and to undertake joint 
initiatives in promotion, interpretation, 
monitoring, and reporting for the World 
Heritage site. Contributions of staff 
technical expertise from the Stewardship 
Board’s member organizations will be 
provided in kind. 

5.g.  Sources of Expertise 
and Training in 
Conservation and 
Management 
Techniques

(i) Federal
Parks Canada Agency, as the federal 

agency with heritage expertise and 
as a significant landowner within the 
boundaries of the nominated property, 
invests in the protection and the 
interpretation and tourism infrastructure 
of the Klondike National Historic 
Sites and other federally designated 
structures. Locally based expertise 
includes asset management, carpentry 
and maintenance, visitor programs 
and services, interpretation, outreach 
and education, curatorial staff and 
a superintendent with training and 
experience in heritage conservation, 
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presentation, and management. Klondike 
National Historic Sites is supported by the 
Yukon Field Unit in Whitehorse and a 
network of technical services in Winnipeg 
and Ottawa for specialized expertise in 
engineering, history, archaeology, heritage 
architecture, extant recording, visitor 
experience, collections management, and 
conservation. The unit directly manages, 
preserves, maintains, and presents the 
extensive built heritage and collections 
under their care within Dawson City 
and the goldfields. Management often 
involves complex multi-year restoration/
rehabilitation capital projects (such as 
Dredge No. 4 and the Former Territorial 
Courthouse) that will ensure the survival 
of these structures for the appreciation of 
future generations. Decisions are based 
on PCA’s Cultural Resource Management 
Policy and the Standards and Guidelines for 
the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada.

(ii)Territorial
The Yukon Government’s Department 

of Tourism and Culture contributes to the 
management of heritage resources within 
the nominated property through financial 
resources and staff expertise. Cultural 
Services Branch staff in the Historic Sites 
unit include the Restoration Planner, the 
Restoration and Reproduction Specialist, 
Carpenter, Registrar, Interpretive 
Planner, Project Officer and Manager. 
All have specialized training in heritage 
conservation, including the principles of 
Cultural Resource Management and the 
Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation 
of Historic Places in Canada. Other relevant 
staff include the Yukon Toponymist, Yukon 
Archaeologist, Senior Archaeologist, 
Heritage Resources Manager, Development 
Assessment Archaeologist, Yukon 
Palaeontologist, Assistant Palaeontologist, 
and Conservator.

Figure 5.13 The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Heritage Department prepares 
artifacts for storage and display
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The Historic Sites unit undertakes 
research and preserves, manages, 
develops, and interprets Yukon’s historic 
sites and routes. Historic Sites manages 
the Ridge Road Heritage Trail, historic 
mining sites in the Klondike goldfields, 
and historic resources on Crown land. 
It also provides interpretation of the 
history and culture within the nominated 
property and shares management 
responsibilities for the Forty Mile, Fort 
Cudahy and Fort Constantine Historic 
Site with Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, where both 
parties contribute human and financial 
resources and expertise.

The Heritage Resources unit manages 
and preserves archaeological and 
palaeontological sites and collections; 
it also facilitates the approval of official 
names for Yukon’s geographical 
features including maintenance of the 
geographical names database. All Tourism 
and Culture staff regularly participate in 
professional development. 

Historic Sites and Heritage Resources 
staff supply technical expertise to YESAB, 
the Water Board, and YG departments 
to ensure appropriate conservation and 
management of heritage and cultural 
resources within YG’s jurisdiction.

(iii) First Nation
The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Heritage 

Department is responsible for managing, 
protecting, and presenting heritage 
resources on Settlement Lands and in TH 
traditional territory. This includes land-
based research, traditional-knowledge 
protection, seasonal archaeology projects, 
documentation of oral histories, storage 
of heritage material, development of 
significant heritage sites, Hän language 
documentation, programming and 
operation of the Dänojà Zho Cultural 
Centre, and co-management of Forty 
Mile (Ch’ëdähchëk kek’ìt). The Natural 
Resources Department contains 

staff expertise in management and 
conservation of the salmon fishery, as 
well as geographic information system 
(GIS) analysis and cartography, which 
aids in heritage planning and reporting.

Heritage and Natural Resources 
Department staff regularly provide 
technical expertise for assessment 
and evaluation processes through 
YESAB, the Water Board, and YG to 
ensure appropriate conservation and 
management of heritage and cultural 
resources within TH’s jurisdiction, and 
to maintain Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in heritage 
values throughout the First Nation’s 
traditional territory.

(iv) Municipal
The City of Dawson staff and Heritage 

Advisory Committee work with private 
landowners and developers to ensure 
compliance with heritage bylaws and 
plans within municipal boundaries.

Figure 5.14 Staff from Yukon Government's Historic 
Sites Unit check log density at Forty Mile
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(v) Local Sources
The Dawson City Museum is a not-

for-profit institution, located in the 
Old Territorial Administration Building 
National Historic Site, which cares for 
and displays numerous artifacts of the 
nominated property. Museum staff have 
the expertise to manage the substantial 
historical and archival collections, curate 
exhibits, and interpret the regional story 
with a focus on public education and 
engagement.

(vi)  Informal Sources of 
Training and Knowledge

Local traditional knowledge of the 
nominated property’s evolving landscape 
is an important source of expertise in 
the community. Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
elders, gold miners, and other residents 
play a key role in passing on skills and 
traditions, locating and identifying 
heritage resources on the land, observing 
and monitoring changes to the condition 
of heritage resources, and sharing 
information with responsible government 
authorities. Knowledge of the land and 
appropriate conservation practices is 
passed on to future generations in a 
number of ways.

Local traditional knowledge is crucial 
to navigating the Yukon and Klondike 
rivers for purposes of transportation and 
fishing. The strong current and high silt 
content of the dynamic Yukon River 
result in shifting sandbars, and safe 
passage between Dawson and Forty Mile 
requires constant observance by practised 
boat pilots.

Fishing, fish conservation, and 
other sustainable harvest practices in 
the nominated property rely on the 
leadership and teachings of Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in citizens, both informally among 
families and formally at annual land-
based teaching camps such as First Fish, 
First Hunt, Moose Camp, Hide Tanning 

Camp, and Berry Picking. These camps 
were initially designed with TH elders 
passing on skills and traditions to TH 
youths. They have expanded to include 
non-First Nations community members 
of all ages. The land-based culture camps 
have recently been accredited as part of 
the high school curriculum in Dawson 
City.

In Dawson City and the goldfields, 
photographs and written records of built 
heritage in the nominated property are 
supplemented by living memory and 
sharing of stories. Residents take great 
pride in conserving the heritage value 
of historic structures on their properties 
or mining claims, while adapting and 
restoring them for ongoing residential and 
other uses.

Placer gold mining requires highly 
localized knowledge of the physical 
landscape, as mining activity continuously 
shapes and reshapes its contours. 
Information about gold deposits, water 
access, previous mining work undertaken, 
and old and new mining techniques 
is as closely guarded today as it was 
during the early Gold Rush era. Placer 
miners share knowledge within their 
multi-generational mining families and 
with business partners, as active mining 
claims continue to change hands through 
sale or leasing. Many archaeological 

Figure 5.15 Many placer mines are intergenerational, 
family-run operations
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sites and artifacts and palaeontological 
discoveries in the nominated property 
were unearthed by placer gold mining 
operations and brought forward to the 
responsible government authorities.

5.h.  Visitor Facilities and 
Infrastructure

(i)  Visitor Facilities and 
Infrastructure
Existing visitor facilities will act jointly 

as orientation and interpretation centres 
for the nominated property: the Visitor 
Information Centre, the Dänojà Zho 
Cultural Centre, and the Dawson City 
Museum. These centres receive regular 
maintenance and long-term investment 
by their respective owners, and can 
readily accommodate potential increases 
in visitor numbers.

Centrally located within Dawson, 
the Visitor Information Centre operated 
by the Yukon Government is the entry 
point for most visitors, with information 
on all services and interpretive programs 
available in the Klondike and Yukon 
regions. From May to September, visitors 
are welcomed by visitor service staff and 
oriented to the area’s cultural history 
and heritage sites through signage, films, 
and exhibits explaining some of the 
historical highlights. The centre offers 
racks of brochures and maps, washrooms, 
and parking. Staff provide directions 
and safety information about driving, 
camping, boating, wildlife, and hiking 
trails. They also make visitors aware 
of local protocols and regulations. The 
space is shared with Parks Canada staff, 
who promote, sell tickets, and use the 
centre as a staging area for the extensive 
interpretive programs offered by Klondike 
National Historic Sites. In winter, 
the Visitor Information Centre hosts 
participants and visitors for special events 
such as the Yukon Quest dog sled race. 

The two other main visitor hubs 
are the Dänojà Zho Cultural Centre, 
operated by Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, and 
the Dawson City Museum, operated 
by the Dawson City Museum Society. 
The Cultural Centre is ideally situated 
on the Yukon River, across from 
the Visitor Information Centre. The 
building features two exhibit gallery 
spaces; a 90-person theatre for films, 
performances, and lectures; and a gift 
shop. It is surrounded by decks and a 
landscaped outdoor amphitheatre for 
programs and gatherings. The Dawson 
City Museum is located on a main 
thoroughfare road in south Dawson. It 
offers two exhibit galleries, a reference 
library and archives, an audiovisual 
room for films and lectures, a gift shop, 
a large courtroom, a collections facility, 
and a narrow-gauge train exhibit facility. 
It is set within landscaped lawns and 
gardens, which are used for special 
events and celebrations. The property 
also includes smaller museums with 
interpretive programs. The Jack London 
Centre, operated by the Klondike Visitors 
Association, includes a log visitor centre 
with a reconstructed log cabin. The 
Firefighters’ Museum, operated by the 
municipality, is housed next to the Fire 
Hall in the City Office Building. 

Many of the historic sites provide 
infrastructure for enhancing visitor 
experience in the nominated property. 
These include the Oddfellows Hall 
operated by the Dawson City Arts 
Society, which features an art gallery 
and a ballroom that seats 100 people; 
the Palace Grand Theatre owned by 
Parks Canada, which was designed as 
an opera house seating 361 people; 
and the Dawson Museum (described 
above), which is housed within the 
Old Territorial Administration Building 
NHS. Parks Canada has also developed 
sheltered seating at Robert Service Cabin 
and infrastructure to support large events 
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on the lawn of the Commissioner’s 
Residence. 

All the above facilities include nearby 
washrooms and parking, and all are 
frequent venues for special events.

Walking trails with interpretive panels 
have been developed along the Yukon 
River dike, Ninth Avenue, and Crocus 
Bluff forming a pleasant loop around the 
Dawson townsite. These are linked at 
the north end of Dawson to the historic 
Moosehide Trail. In the goldfields, a local 
community group, in partnership with 
Parks Canada Agency and the Yukon 
Government, developed a walking trail at 
Discovery Claim; the Yukon Government 
has developed the Ridge Road Heritage 
Trail along the historic route for hiking, 
biking, and camping. Both of these trails 
feature interpretive panels, outhouses, 
and parking areas.

For a description of available 
interpretive programs and tours, see 
section 5.i.

A wide variety of services are also 
available to meet visitor needs. Overnight 
accommodations include 11 hotels/
motels, two hostels, a number of Airbnb 
and bed and breakfasts, and a privately 
operated campground in the Dawson 
area. Another private campground is 
located on Bonanza Road en route to 
the goldfields; YG operates the Yukon 
River Campground located near the 

Sternwheeler Shipyard, and there is 
a campground at Forty Mile townsite 
operated by YG and TH. An airport 
located 15 kilometres east of Dawson 
on the North Klondike Highway has 
direct flights for individuals travelling 
to and from Whitehorse and Old Crow, 
Yukon, as well as Inuvik in the Northwest 
Territories. Airport shuttles; a taxi; bus, 
plane and helicopter tours; bus service 
to and from Whitehorse; and canoe and 
bicycle rentals are available seasonally.

The area is well served by 13 
restaurants, two grocery stores, three 
churches, three gas stations, hardware 
stores, laundry and shower facilities, 
vehicle towing and repair services, a 
cottage hospital, a police station, a post 
office, a bank, adequate parking, public 
lavatories, a swimming pool, a golf 
course, gold pan rentals, and several gift 
shops. Emergency and search and rescue 
services are provided through the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police, Canadian 
Rangers, and the Dawson City Firefighters 
and Ambulance workers. 

Services located in Dawson are 
summarized in Map 5.5: Main Visitor 
Facilities and Services within the Nominated 
Property. Visitor information is available in 
several commercial publications such as 
Dawson City Guide and The Alaska Milepost, 
and at the websites listed below.

Klondike Visitors Association: www.dawsoncity.ca
City of Dawson: www.cityofdawson.ca
Dawson City Chamber of Commerce: www.dawsoncitychamberofcommerce.ca
Yukon Visitor Information Centres: www.tc.gov.yk.ca/vic.html
Dänojà Zho Cultural Centre: www.trondekheritage.com/danoja-zho
Travel Yukon: http://www.travelyukon.com/Explore/Klondike-Gold-Rush  
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(ii) Visitor Statistics
A number of current factors positively 

influence visitor numbers in Yukon and 
in the nominated property despite the 
challenge of slow global economic growth 
in recent years:

•  a weaker Canadian dollar 
encouraging visitation and spending 
by US, overseas, and domestic 
visitors;

•  lower oil prices reducing 
transportation-related vacation 
costs;

•  increasing domestic airline seat 
capacity, improving visitor access;

•  Tourism Yukon marketing initiatives 
leading to increased awareness of 
Yukon as a travel destination; and

•  the growing Indigenous tourism 
sector expanding the breadth of 
tourism attractions.

The Department of Tourism and 
Culture’s Yukon Tourism Indicators Year-End 
Report 2015 shows an estimated 328 000 
visitors entering Yukon by road or air in 
2015. This number has been relatively 
stable since 2005.

Exact visitor numbers to the 
nominated property are not currently 
collected. In 2015, Dawson’s Visitor 
Information Centre reported 37 569 
visitors from May to September, an 
increase of 27 percent from the 2014 
season. Numbers are collected from the 
Centre’s guestbook sign-in sheets and do 
not represent an accurate record of all 
visitors to the area. A digital counter was 
installed at the Centre in summer 2016 
and is expected to generate more precise 
data.

Designation of the nominated 
property as a World Heritage site may 
provide opportunities for tourism 

Figure 5.16 Dawson City's Visitor Information Centre
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industry organizations and operators to 
collaborate, via the Stewardship Board, 
on developing a more comprehensive 
statistical model for tracking visitor 
statistics in the nominated property and 
Dawson area.

(iii)  Access to the Nominated 
Property

Safe and appropriate access to the 
nominated property is provided at two 
main entry points by road. Traffic from 
the south, mainly from Whitehorse, 
enters the property year-round on the 
North Klondike Highway. During the 
summer season, western-flowing traffic 
from Alaska, United States, enters into 
the area via the Taylor Highway (Alaska 
Highway 5) to the Top of the World 
Highway. The Canada/USA border is open 
seasonally from May to September. The 
two highways are connected by a free 
24-hour ferry service, which crosses the 
Yukon River at Dawson City from May to 

October. An airport located 15 kilometres 
east of Dawson on the North Klondike 
Highway has direct flights to and from 
Whitehorse. 

Circulation within the nominated 
property is facilitated by a number of 
public roads including Bonanza Road, 
Eldorado Creek Road, Clinton Creek 
Road, Forty Mile Road, and roads within 
Dawson, which provide vehicle access to 
the public heritage sites in the goldfields, 
Forty Mile townsite, and Dawson City. 
Tr’ochëk and the Sternwheeler Shipyard 
are accessible by walking trails and by 
boat on the Yukon River. The Yukon 
Riverscape heritage sites, including Forty 
Mile townsite, can be accessed by boat, 
and the Klondike River is also navigable 
by boat from the northeastern boundary 
of the property to Dawson City.

Moosehide Village is private property, 
and visitor access via the Moosehide Trail 
and by boat is restricted to the biennial 
Moosehide Gathering event. At all other 

Figure 5.17 The Hammerstones Gallery, a permanent exhibit at the Dänojà Zho Cultural Centre
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Figure 5.18 Locomotives from the Klondike Mines Railway are housed in the Dawson City Museum’s train shelter  

times, special permission is required from 
the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in First Nation. This 
information is provided at the Visitor 
Information Centre and on signage within 
Dawson. In the goldfields, numerous 
active mining claims are visible from 
the roads, but visitor access is restricted 
because of industrial safety concerns. 

5.i.  Policies and Programs 
Related to the 
Presentation and 
Promotion of the 
Property

(i) Presentation
Although no single program or 

policy is currently in place for visitors to 
experience the nominated property, there 
is substantial presentation of individual 
places that supports the Outstanding 
Universal Value of the whole. Many 
programs are provided by community 

partners whose long history of working 
together has resulted in high-quality 
interpretation that is compatible and 
innovative.

If the nominated property is 
inscribed on the World Heritage List, the 
Stewardship Board’s Communication 
Strategy will connect and integrate 
the current programs – tours, exhibits, 
displays, signage, brochures, websites, 
apps, and more – to present the property’s 
Outstanding Universal Value. See 5.i.(iii) 
for more on the Board’s Communication 
Strategy.

Parks Canada Agency offers the 
flagship visitor experience program, 
including guided and self-guided tours, 
personal programs, exhibits, accurately 
restored buildings with historic 
furnishings, interpretive panels, and 
education and outreach for their sites 
within Dawson City and the goldfields. 
The agency is required by its mandate to 
communicate the messages of national 
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historical significance of these sites, which 
are identified in the Commemorative 
Integrity Statements for Dawson 
Historical Complex, Former Territorial 
Courthouse, SS Keno, Discovery Claim, 
and Dredge No. 4 (Appendix F.1). While 
Parks Canada manages only a portion of 
the nominated property, its core message 
is the impact of the Klondike Gold Rush 
and its aftermath, and it is committed to 
advancing and presenting the stories of 
both Gold Rush newcomers and Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in to the present day. These 
are key elements of the Outstanding 
Universal Value of the nominated 
property. 

Other visitor learning opportunities 
are offered by Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
Heritage Department at the Dänojà Zho 
Cultural Centre. The centre’s mandate 
is to support, rejuvenate, celebrate, and 
nurture Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in heritage 
and First Nation cultures for the benefit 

of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, the local 
community, and the public. Dänojà 
Zho provides public programming and 
history tours, permanent exhibits about 
the ongoing heritage of the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in, seasonal temporary exhibits, 
film screenings, Indigenous visual and 
performing artists, and a gathering space 
for First Nations citizens and special 
events. An important part of Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in presentation is developing 
school curriculum and community 
education outreach, including skills 
workshops, and training in Hän language 
and traditional values. There is a strong 
relationship between the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in Heritage Department, Robert 
Service School, and the Yukon School of 
Visual Arts, which influences community 
understanding and the messages given to 
visitors. These focus on the importance 
of Tr’ochëk to Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and 
their enduring relationship to the land – 

Figure 5.19 Interpretive sign at the trailhead of the Discovery Claim walking trail
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another key element of the proposed 
Outstanding Universal Value of the 
nominated property. Visioning workshops 
and preliminary studies exploring 
development of Tr’ochëk National Historic 
Site indicate there is much room for 
growth in Indigenous tourism, and it is 
anticipated that Indigenous interpretation 
programs will be expanded in the 
designated World Heritage site.

The Dawson City Museum presents 
both the natural and the cultural history 
of the region, including the history of 
the First Nation, early explorers, the 
Klondike Gold Rush, and Dawson City. 
The museum offers interpretive exhibits, 
artifact collections, demonstrations of 
hand mining methods, tours of the 
Klondike Mines Railway Locomotive 
Shelter, theatrical interpretations and 
film presentations, genealogical research 
services, and an archives and library for 
researchers. A new exhibit storyline is 
being developed with input from the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Heritage Department 
that aligns well with the proposed 
Outstanding Universal Value of the 
nominated property. The Jack London 
Museum, operated by the Klondike 
Visitors Association, offers presentations 
and self-guided tours highlighting the 
famous writer whose stories about the 
Gold Rush and frontier survival captured 
the imagination of the world. Exhibits at 
the Dawson Firefighters’ Museum feature 
the history of fighting fires in this wooden 
frontier town. The Historic Sites unit of 
YG’s Department of Tourism and Culture 
has developed a number of brochures, 
including printed and downloadable 
mobile applications, of self-guided 
walking tours of Dawson City, local 
cemeteries, and historic narrow-gauge 
steam engines; these are available at the 
Visitor Information Centre or online. 
Visitors may also take commercial bus 
tours to the top of the Midnight Dome 

to view a large portion of the cultural 
landscape of the nominated property.

In the goldfields, the main visitor 
experience opportunities within the 
property are tours of Dredge No. 4 and 
the walking trail at Discovery Claim, 
with outdoor exhibits illustrating the 
significance of the gold discovery and 
the evolution of placer mining. The 
Ridge Road Heritage Trail features a 
maintained hiking trail with campgrounds 
and interpretive panels about the 
first government road, the associated 
roadhouses and commercial ventures, 
and other heritage resources such as 
the Yukon Ditch and Klondike Mines 
Railway that cross the trail. The Ridge 
Road Heritage Trail is maintained by YG 
Department of Tourism and Culture; a 
brochure and a website are available. 
The Yukon Government has installed 
and maintains interpretive panels at 
various pullouts along the Klondike 
Valley and Bonanza Creek, providing 
information on historical and natural 
resources. Interpretive materials are 
available on the government website 
and at the Visitor Information Centre. 
Visitors can learn gold panning on a free 
mining claim operated by the Klondike 
Visitors Association and at a commercial 
operation. Parks Canada Agency has also 
developed educational downloadable apps 
and geocaching for exploring historical 
and modern placer mining. 

In the Yukon Riverscape, presentation 
of heritage sites for travellers on the 
Yukon River is provided in a guide 
produced by the Yukon Government. YG 
and Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in produced a self-
guided tour of Ch’ëdähchëk kek’ìt / Forty 
Mile, Fort Cudahy and Fort Constantine 
Historic Site, with on-site trails and 
interpretive panels, also available on 
the Yukon Government website. Forty 
Mile is also interpreted by a Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in website presenting the rich 
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layering of First Nations and newcomer 
history in Yukon’s first non-Indigenous 
town. Visitor experience is enhanced by 
commercial boat tours featuring views 
and stories about Moosehide and the 
Slide, fish wheels, sternwheeler shipyards, 
Dawson, and Tr’ochëk. The Percy 
DeWolfe trail can be experienced through 
a custom winter dog sled excursion 
operated by a local First Nation business. 

Dawson is also the focal point for a 
myriad of special events in which visitors 
can participate, learn about heritage, and 
mingle with the local community. Annual 
summer events include the Jack London 
Festival at the Jack London Museum and 
Interpretive Centre; the Commissioner’s 
Tea on the lawns of the Commissioner’s 
Residence, at which guests are served tea 
and sandwiches by attendants in period 
costume; and a celebration honouring 
Aboriginal Day at the Dänojà Zho 

Cultural Centre, featuring speeches, the 
Hän Singers, and other performances, as 
well as a generous lunch. On Canada Day 
weekend in July, visitors are welcomed 
to community speeches, games, and food 
at the Dawson City Museum; spectators 
can witness the Yukon River Quest canoe 
racers arriving on the shore; and a Gold 
Panning Championship contest is held. 
Later in July, the Dawson City Music 
Festival fills the town with concerts and 
workshops held in historic sites such as 
Minto Park, St. Paul’s Church, and the 
Palace Grand Theatre. 

In August, during the Authors on 
Eighth Walking Tour and Writing Contest, 
participants experience the region 
through the eyes of authors Jack London, 
Robert Service, and Pierre Berton and 
also visit their homes. The anniversary of 
the discovery of gold is marked with pride 
by the Discovery Days parade of local 

Figure 5.20 Signs along the Moosehide Trail help protect Moosehide residents' privacy
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floats on the main streets of Dawson, 
where miners, newcomers, and Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in celebrate the past and present. 
Discovery Days include family games 
and a horticultural fair, coinciding with 
the Riverside Arts Festival, which brings 
several historic buildings alive with arts 
and culture, notably the Dawson Daily 
News building. In February, world-class 
dog sled mushers stop in Dawson during 
the Yukon Quest, a gruelling 1000-mile 
(1600 km) race between Whitehorse, 
Yukon, and Fairbanks, Alaska, with a 
hospitality stop at Forty Mile. This is 
followed in March by the Percy DeWolfe 
Memorial Mail Race along the trail of the 
legendary mail carrier including Forty 
Mile, and the Dawson City International 
Short Film Festival, which is held at 
Dawson’s historic Oddfellows Hall.

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in also hosts two 
biennial events: Myth and Medium 
and the Moosehide Gathering. Myth 
and Medium is a mid-winter cultural 
celebration held at the Dänojà Zho 
Cultural Centre, with lectures, 

discussion panels, and traditional craft 
demonstrations, bringing together 
academics, traditional-knowledge 
specialists, performing artists, singers, 
dancers, and storytellers. It features 
outdoor activities such as snowshoeing, 
fishing, and field trips to Tr’ochëk. The 
Moosehide Gathering is the signature 
event of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, held at 
Moosehide Village in July, and is open 
to the public. Over a four-day period, 
over 2000 participants are ferried by 
boat to experience traditional games, 
crafts, talks, performances, feasts, dances, 
and potlatches. Visitors learn about 
the ongoing culture and strength of 
the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and their First 
Nations neighbours and also experience 
their generosity. It is expected that the 
Visitor Information Centre will orient 
visitors to the interpretive offerings 
and learning opportunities on the 
Outstanding Universal Value of the 
nominated property. For a listing of 
existing interpretive plans and other 
guiding documents, see section 5.d.(ii). 

Figure 5.21 Parks Canada walking tour of Dawson City 
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Many of the current programs, tours, 
activities, and non-personal programs 
and products available in 2016 are listed 
in Appendix J.8.

(ii) Promotion
The Tourism branch of the Yukon 

Government’s Department of Tourism 
and Culture supports the Yukon tourism 
industry groups and private-sector 
operators by compiling and sharing 
tourism data and visitor statistics. The 
Industry Services unit offers product-
development advice and counselling 
to tourism businesses and manages 
the Product Development Partnership 
Program and the Tourism Cooperative 
Marketing Fund. The Marketing unit 
works with tour operators, suppliers, 
travel agents, and media to attract visitors 
to Yukon, including to many cultural 

and recreational attractions within 
the nominated property. The Visitor 
Information Services unit operates the 
Visitor Information Centre from May to 
September.

The Klondike Visitors Association 
(KVA) is a not-for-profit tourism-sector 
organization based in Dawson City and 
representing local and regional members 
and industry stakeholders. The KVA’s 
mandate includes destination marketing, 
operation of attractions, and presentation 
of special events that increase visitation 
and add to the community’s quality 
of life. The KVA owns and operates 
attractions that include Diamond Tooth 
Gertie’s Gambling Hall, the Jack London 
Museum, and the Free Claim #6 on 
Bonanza Creek. Regional visitors often 
travel to Dawson for the KVA’s special 
annual events, including the Yukon Gold 

Figure 5.22 An interpretive program at Dänojà Zho Cultural Centre teaches visitors about local plants and teas
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Panning Championships, Thaw Di Gras 
Spring Carnival, and the Great Klondike 
International Outhouse Race. As a year-
round local operation, the KVA is a hub 
of information for visitor services and 
tourism offerings during the shoulder 
seasons and off-season.

Dänojà Zho Cultural Centre and Parks 
Canada Agency currently have a shared 
ticketing agreement in which tickets 
are promoted and sold at the Visitor 
Information Centre. Cross-promotion 
also occurs when these partners present 
joint programming, and for local arts 
organizations such as the Dawson 
City Music Festival Association, North 
Klondike Highway Music Association, 
Klondike Institute of Art and Culture, and 
Odd Gallery Artist in Residence Program. 

(iii) Communication Strategy
The Stewardship Board will 

be responsible for ensuring public 
understanding of the Outstanding 
Universal Value of Tr’ondëk–Klondike, 

should it be inscribed on the World 
Heritage List. Presentation of 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike will require clear 
communication of well-defined messages 
in order that visitors, residents, and other 
audiences understand and appreciate the 
significance of the Tr’ondëk–Klondike 
cultural landscape.

Organizations represented on the 
Stewardship Board (see Figure 5.1) have 
access to communications strategies 
and networks in their respective areas 
of expertise. Board members will 
bring their organizations’ experience, 
knowledge, and capacity into the Board’s 
strategic collaborations in marketing, 
interpretation, and other initiatives. 
The Stewardship Board will utilize 
its members’ collective resources to 
develop a communication strategy and 
work plan to help strengthen local 
understanding and guide the presentation 
and promotion of Tr’ondëk–Klondike. 
The communication strategy will identify 
opportunities for sharing the site’s 

Figure 5.23 Jack London Cabin interior 
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Outstanding Universal Value through 
marketing, promotion, interpretation, 
education, and outreach. 

5.j. Staffing Levels
(i) Federal

Parks Canada Agency’s staffing 
capacity includes approximately 23 
person-years of staff in approximately 
35 full-time and seasonal positions at 
Klondike National Historic Sites. Staff 
support from the Yukon Field Unit and 
Parks Canada national offices totals 
approximately 4.5 person-years and 1.5 
person-years respectively. See section 5.g 
for more detail.

(ii) Territorial
The Yukon Government’s Historic 

Sites staff include a Restoration Planner, 
Restoration and Reproduction Specialist, 
Conservation Carpenter, Historic Sites 

Registrar, Interpretive Planner, Historic 
Sites Project Officer, and Manager of 
Historic Sites. Heritage Resources staff 
include the Yukon Toponymist, Yukon 
Archaeologist, Senior Archaeologist, 
Development Assessment Archaeologist, 
Yukon Palaeontologist, Assistant 
Palaeontologist, and Heritage Resources 
Manager. The Klondike Palaeontology 
Field Office is staffed full-time by the 
Assistant Palaeontologist and a seasonal 
assistant from May to the end of 
September. Historic Sites and Heritage 
Resources staff are based in Whitehorse 
and visit the nominated property and 
surrounding area regularly.

Tourism Yukon employs six people 
from May to September at Dawson’s 
Visitor Information Centre to receive, 
welcome, and inform visitors to the area. 
Its Whitehorse office, which provides 
support and delivers programs to tourism 
businesses in the nominated property, 
includes staff such as the Tourism 

Figure 5.24 Parks Canada interpreters offer tours of Robert Service Cabin
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Resource Coordinator, Marketing Fund 
Coordinator, Product Development 
Officer, and Research Analyst.

The Yukon Government’s Department 
of Energy, Mines and Resources has 
district offices based in Dawson for 
sustainable resources, mining inspections, 
and the mining recorder, which support 
and regulate the mining industry and 
land use. The Department of Highways 
and Public Works has Dawson district 
offices for its property-management 
and transportation-maintenance 
divisions, where staff are responsible 
for maintaining local infrastructure and 
highways.

(iii) First Nation
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in employs a small 

but effective team of professionals from 
the heritage field who draw on local 
traditional knowledge in addition to 
specialized expertise. Year-round staff 
positions in the Heritage Department 
include a Heritage Director, Hän Language 

Coordinator, Heritage Sites Coordinator, 
Heritage Officer, Heritage Assistant, 
Traditional Knowledge Specialist, Cultural 
Education Coordinator, Collections 
Manager, and Dänojà Zho Cultural Centre 
Manager.

Seasonal Heritage staff are hired by 
TH for recurring roles that include a 
Restoration Carpenter and a Heritage 
Maintenance Supervisor, as well as 
interpreters, programming assistants, 
heritage site caretakers, and site 
maintenance crews. Depending on 
available grant funding, the Heritage 
Department regularly creates summer 
positions that offer training opportunities 
for local youth.

(iv) Municipal
The City of Dawson employs a 

Community Development Officer whose 
responsibilities include:
•  working with and supporting the 

municipality’s Heritage Advisory 
Committee;

Figure 5.25 A dog team departs Forty Mile during the annual Percy DeWolfe Memorial Mail Race
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•  drafting, amending, or updating 
heritage and zoning bylaws or policies; 
and

•  implementing and enforcing bylaws and 
the Dawson City Heritage Management 
Plan.

The municipal Heritage Advisory 
Committee has three to five regular 
members who are appointed from among 
local residents and serve on a volunteer 
basis.

(v) Other Staffing
The Klondike Visitors Association 

has four year-round employees and 
one seasonal employee responsible for 
carrying out the KVA’s mandate, which 
focuses on promoting the Dawson area as 
a tourism destination.

The Dawson City Museum is a well 
established gateway for interpreting 
regional history and culture of the 
nominated property and surrounding 
area, as described in section 5.i. The 
Museum welcomes visitors year-round 
with two full-time staff and three seasonal 
interpreters.

Contingent on funding, the 
Stewardship Board may hire a Site 
Management Coordinator to assist 
with joint initiatives in promotion, 
interpretation, monitoring, and reporting 
for the World Heritage site.

Figure 5.26 Model of Dredge No. 4 at Dawson City's Visitor Information Centre
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Figure 6.1 (Cover) Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in staff and youth participants travel the Yukon Riverscape during the annual 
First Fish Cultural Camp
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6.a.  Key Indicators for 
Measuring State of 
Conservation 

Four levels of government monitor 
the state of conservation of the nominated 
property, with each authority using a 
number of monitoring programs in its 
respective area of jurisdiction. Records 
held by each authority will be collected 
by the Tr’ondëk–Klondike World Heritage 
Site Stewardship Board, or its designated 
representative, and will be integrated for 
compatibility with condition ratings and 
benchmark data described in Chapter 
4.a. Regular monitoring will help shape 
and implement appropriate conservation 
strategies.

Key indicators measuring the state of 
conservation of the nominated property 
focus on maintaining the Outstanding 
Universal Value and managing external 
factors that may affect the property (see 
Table 6.1).

6.b.  Administrative 
Arrangements for 
Monitoring Property

The responsibility for coordinating the 
monitoring of the nominated property, 
if inscribed, will be undertaken by the 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike World Heritage Site 
Stewardship Board. A formal, coordinated 
monitoring plan will be developed by 
the Board as part of a Tr’ondëk–Klondike 
World Heritage Site Management 
Plan, determining the frequency of 
monitoring the various indicators and the 
responsibility for doing so. Monitoring 
information provided by each responsible 
authority from its respective monitoring 
program will be compiled by the 
Stewardship Board. A status report will 
be assembled on a schedule responding 
to the reporting requirements of the 
Operational Guidelines for the Implementation 
of the World Heritage Convention.

6. Monitoring

Figure 6.2 Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Fish and Wildlife officers share their chum salmon catch with the community 
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Indicator

Condition 
of physical 
features and 
components

Endurance of 
gold mining 
activity

Endurance of 
Indigenous 
salmon fishery

Measures 

•  Inspection and 
documentation of 
physical condition 

•  Implementation of 
relevant management 
plans  

•  Number of mining 
claim registrations, 
claims in good standing, 
transactions (claims 
sold/leased), water 
licences, and Mining 
Land Use permits issued 
within the property 

•  Visual survey and 
documentation of 
mining activity 

•  Industry surveys of 
claim holders within 
the boundary 

•  Voluntary reporting by 
subsistence fishers 

•  Visual survey and 
documentation of 
activity during fish 
runs 

•  Activity surveys of 
Indigenous fishers 

•  Engagement by 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
in active stewardship 
(e.g., General Assembly 
resolutions for 
protective measures; 
and participation on 
Yukon Salmon Sub-
Committee, which 
uses traditional 
knowledge to make 
recommendations to 
the federal Minister of 
Fisheries and Oceans) 
 

Goals

Maintain 
or improve 
physical 
condition

Demonstrate 
ongoing gold 
mining activity

Demonstrate 
ongoing 
traditional 
harvest and 
management 
of Indigenous 
salmon fishery

Record 
Location

KNHS, YG 
(Cultural 
Services), TH 
(Heritage Dept.), 
CD

YG (Mining 
Recorder Office, 
EMR, Geological 
Survey)

TH (Fish and 
Wildlife)

Table 6.1: Key Indicators to Measure the State of Conservation of Tr’ondëk–Klondike World Heritage Site
Abbreviations: CD: City of Dawson; KNHS: Parks Canada Klondike National Historic Sites; KVA: Klondike Visitors 
Association; OUV: Outstanding Universal Value; TH: Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in; YESAB: Yukon Environmental and  
Socio-economic Assessment Board; YG: Yukon Government

Periodicity

Annual

Annual 

Annual

Annual

3 years

Annual

Annual

3 years

Ongoing
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Coordinated monitoring data will be available from the Tr’ondëk–Klondike World 
Heritage Site Stewardship Board at:

 
 Tr’ondëk–Klondike World Heritage Site Stewardship Board
c/o City of Dawson
PO Box 308
Dawson, YT  Y0B 1G0
Tel: 867-993-7400

Record 
Location

YG (Community 
Development 
and Planning, 
Cultural Services 
Branch), TH, 
CD, YESAB 

YG (Climate 
Change 
Secretariat, 
Emergency 
Measures 
Organization, 
Wildland Fire 
Management), 
CD

YG (Tourism and 
Culture), KVA, 
CD, TH

Table 6.1: Key Indicators to Measure the State of Conservation of Tr’ondëk–Klondike World Heritage Site (cont.)
Abbreviations: CD: City of Dawson; KNHS: Parks Canada Klondike National Historic Sites; KVA: Klondike Visitors 
Association; OUV: Outstanding Universal Value; TH: Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in; YESAB: Yukon Environmental and  
Socio-economic Assessment Board; YG: Yukon Government

Measures 

•  Monitoring of 
development permits 
issued within the 
property 

•  Monitoring of YESAB 
development reviews 
within the property 

•  Stewardship Board 
engagement in 
development review 
processes  

•  Monitoring of wildfire, 
floods, erosional 
activity 

•  Monitoring of climate 
change effects within 
the site 

•  Implementation of 
Emergency Plans, 
including community 
fire protection  

•  Tracking of number 
of visitors to the 
property  

•  Development and 
implementation of an 
Interpretive Plan and 
Tourism Management 
Plan 

• Stakeholders surveys 
 

Indicator

Management 
of 
development 
pressures

Management
of 
environmental 
pressures

Management 
of tourism 
pressures

Periodicity

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

3 years

Annual

Annual

Annual

3 years

Goals

Ensure the 
property’s 
OUV is not 
negatively 
affected while 
allowing 
responsible 
development

Maintain 
physical 
condition, 
form, use 
and location 
of attributes; 
avoid 
disasters and 
facilitate risk 
preparedness

Ensure that 
the property’s 
carrying 
capacity is 
not exceeded 
and that 
infrastructure 
upgrades will 
not negatively 
affect the OUV
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The following offices hold pertinent monitoring records and contribute to 
monitoring within the nominated property:

Table 6.2: Monitoring Authorities within Tr’ondëk–Klondike World Heritage Site

Government of Canada

Klondike National Historic Sites 
Parks Canada Agency
PO Box 390
Dawson City, YT  Y0B 1G0
Tel: 867-993-7200
Email: dawson.info@pc.gc.ca 

Yukon Government

Cultural Services Branch and
Tourism Branch 
Department of Tourism and Culture 
PO Box 2703
Whitehorse, YT  Y1A 2C6
Tel: 867-667-8589

Climate Change Secretariat
Environment Yukon
PO Box 2703
Whitehorse, YT  Y1A 2C6
Tel: 867-667-5652

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 

Heritage Department
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in
PO Box 599 
Dawson, YT  Y0B 1G0 
Tel: 867-993-7100 

City of Dawson 

City of Dawson
PO Box 308
Dawson, YT  Y0B 1G0
Tel: 867-993-7400

Yukon Field Office
Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans
100-419 Range Road
Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 3V1
Tel: 867-393-6722

Dawson Mining Lands Office
Department of Energy, Mines and 
Resources
PO Box 249 
Dawson, YT  Y0B 1G0
Tel: 867-993-5343

Yukon Bureau of Statistics
Executive Council Office
PO Box 2703
Whitehorse, YT  Y1A 2C6
Tel: 867-667-5640
Email: ybsinfo@gov.yk.ca 

Lands and Resources 
Department
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in
PO Box 599
Dawson, YT  Y0B 1G0
Tel: 867-993-7100
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6.c.  Results of Previous 
Reporting Exercises

No single report currently exists for 
the entire nominated property. However, 
a number of reports cover the state of 
conservation of individual components 
of the nominated property and provide 
useful benchmarks for monitoring. 
All four levels of government prepare 
condition reports for built, archaeological, 
and landscape components for which 
they are responsible as part of asset 
management programs and/or resource 
inventories. Repair and maintenance 
needs are identified and planned 
accordingly, and records are maintained 
for posterity.

(i) State of the Sites Reports
Parks Canada Agency regularly 

produces State of the Sites Reports (SoSR) 
for national historic sites (NHS) on a 
five-year cycle. The SoSR for Klondike 
National Historic Sites summarizes the 
state of the four NHS managed by the 
Yukon Field Unit in Tr’ondëk–Klondike. 
It evaluates resource condition (state 
of conservation), effectiveness of 
communication of values, and selected 
management practices. The most recent 
SoSR was produced in 2010 (Appendix 
G.2), reporting the states of conservation 
for Dawson Historical Complex NHS 
(fair), SS Keno NHS (good), Former 
Territorial Court House NHS (fair) and 
Dredge No. 4 NHS (poor). Since the 
report’s completion, substantial resources 
have been invested to improve the 
states of conservation of Dredge No. 
4 and Former Territorial Courthouse 
in particular in response to issues 
identified in the SoSR and previous 
Commemorative Integrity Evaluations. In 
order to address other identified priorities, 
additional resources were invested in 
2016 to continue conservation work 
on Dredge No. 4 and on Courthouse, 

St. Andrew’s Church, and the Palace 
Grand Theatre in the Dawson Historical 
Complex, and at Bear Creek Compound.

(ii)  Commemorative Integrity 
Evaluations

Parks Canada Agency has completed 
Commemorative Integrity Statements 
(CIS) and Commemorative Integrity 
Evaluations (CIE) for each NHS it 
administers. A CIE evaluates three 
elements: the resource condition, 
effectiveness of communication, and 
management practices. The Dawson 
Historical Complex CIE, completed in 
2007, had an 8 out of 10 rating. The 2005 
CIE of Dredge No. 4 rated it 5 out of 10. 
The 2008 CIE of the Courthouse rated it  
4 out of 10. The CIE for the SS Keno was 
originally completed in 2001; however, 
because of a “red” or poor rating for 
effectiveness of communication, resources 
were invested to enable a “green” or good 
rating for this element in 2007. As stated 
above, substantial resources have been 

Figure 6.3 Klondike National Historic Sites: State of the 
Sites Report, 2010
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invested since the CIEs were completed in 
order to address reasons for low ratings. 
In 2015, $13.7 M in capital infrastructure 
funding was invested in stabilizing 
Klondike National Historic Sites structures 
in Dawson and Bear Creek Compound. In 
2016, additional funds were announced 
for sites such as the Former Territorial 
Courthouse ($3.9 M) and Dredge No. 4 
($3.2 M), to be completed in 2020. For 
details on Parks Canada’s operational and 
maintenance funding, see Chapter 5.f.(i). 

(iii) Strategic Plans
Parks Canada Agency has developed 

Strategic Plans for Bear Creek Compound 
(2007) (Appendix E.2) and Dredge 
No. 4 NHS (2008) (Appendix E.11). 
The plans include descriptions of the 
condition of the sites and their elements 
and recommend a detailed, prioritized 
course of conservation action. These 
plans incorporate the results of previous 
Commemorative Integrity Evaluations 
mentioned above. 

(iv)  Cultural Resource 
Management Plans

Cultural Resource Management 
Plans have been developed for both 
the historic Forty Mile townsite (2014) 
(Appendix E.13) and Moosehide (2016) 
(Appendix E.20). These plans each 
describe and analyze the sites, their 
contexts, and character-defining elements 
as well as provide recommendations for 
conservation action. The condition of 
each site was rated as good.

(v) Archaeological Reports 
Archaeological excavations and 

investigations within the nominated 
property have resulted in a large 
collection of reports of various features 
within the property. Although 
archaeological investigation began 
in the region in the 1950s, the most 
intensive investigations and reporting 
have occurred within the past 20 
years. Generally, these reports describe 
a high level of physical integrity and 

Figure 6.4 In partnership with Yukon Government and Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, the Yukon Geological Survey conducts 
a ground penetrating radar survey of burials at Moosehide
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preservation of the archaeological record 
within Tr’ondëk–Klondike. Focus areas 
of research investigations include Fort 
Reliance (1983), Tr’ochëk (1998 to 
2002, 2011), Forty Mile (1972, 1980, 
1999 to 2005, 2008), Moosehide (1964, 
1976, 1977, 1978, 2006, 2012), Yukon 
River (1964, 1976, 1977, 2002), the 
Sternwheeler Shipyards (2007 to 2014), 
and Dawson City (1980, 1994, 1998, 
1999, 2010 to 2012, 2015). Parks Canada 
Agency has also produced various 
reports on archaeological work related 
to their historic buildings within Dawson 
(1978 to 1985) and Bear Creek (2007). 
Archaeological investigation and reporting 
continues annually under permits granted 
by the Yukon Government and/or 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, or by Parks Canada 
Agency on federally owned lands. 

(vi)  Historic Sites YG 
Conservation Reports

Annual reporting has been conducted 
on Forty Mile, Fort Cudahy and Fort 
Constantine Historic Site since 2006 and 
on Ridge Road Heritage Trail since 2005. 
Historic Sites has produced conservation 
reports on Dawson Telegraph Office, 
Yukon Sawmill and Machine Shop, and 
Trail Gulch Watchman’s Cabin. 

(vii)  Yukon Placer Mining 
Industry Report

In 2014, the Yukon Geological Survey 
published the Yukon Placer Mining 
Industry report for the years 2010 
through 2014. The report is a snapshot 
of industry activity in Yukon. Much of 
the data is derived from site visits by the 
authors, from survey forms completed 
by placer miners, and from the Yukon 
Government’s Compliance Monitoring 
and Inspections branch. This report 
identifies strong placer industry growth 
within the nominated property, including 
upward trends in staking of claims and 

increased spending in exploration in the 
region. Gold production is also strong 
for the Klondike region between 2010 
and 2013 and makes up a considerable 
proportion of total gold production 
in Yukon during this time. The report 
provides information on 38 active placer 
mines located within the nominated 
property. 

(viii)  Yukon River Panel Joint 
Technical Committee 
Report

Established by treaty between Canada 
and the United States for the conservation 
and management of Canadian-origin 
Yukon River salmon, The Yukon River 
Panel provides annual reporting through 
the Joint Technical Committee (JTC). The 
JTC was established as an international 
advisory to evaluate management 
plans and escapement goals for the 
transboundary stocks of salmon within 
the Yukon River drainage. An escapement 

Figure 6.5 Statistics from the Yukon Placer Industry 
Overview (2015) illustrate the enduring placer mining 
industry in Tr’ondëk–Klondike
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goal is the number of a particular type 
of salmon that should be allowed to 
escape the fishery to spawn in order to 
achieve the maximum sustained yield for 
human use. These are the number of fish 
that come into Yukon from the United 
States. The JTC prepares standard season 
summary reports, including a review 
of all the fisheries (commercial, sport, 
subsistence, First Nation, etc.), status of 
spawning stocks, and Restoration and 
Enhancement Fund project summaries. 
The JTC also reviews the status of 
escapement goals, marine fisheries 
information, and project proposals for 
the Restoration and Enhancement Fund. 
These reports help guide the management 
decisions of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
Fishery within Tr’ondëk–Klondike and 
demonstrate annual monitoring efforts, 
providing coordinated data of the Yukon 
River salmon fishery. The most recent 
published report was in 2016. 

In 2015, a below-average run of 59 
000 to 70 000 Canadian-origin Yukon 
chinook salmon resulted in Yukon First 
Nation governments following very 
conservative management plans. The 
harvest for 2015 was therefore severely 
reduced or, in many communities, zero. 
The Upper Yukon River Aboriginal 
chinook salmon catch was estimated 

to be 1000 fish. The preseason outlook 
for Canadian-origin fall chum salmon 
in 2015 indicated an average-to-above-
average run of 236 000 to 294 000 fish. 
The border passage estimate at this 
run projection would place Canadian 
management in the green zone, and 
therefore no restrictions were expected 
in the First Nation fisheries. As in-season 
information became available, the First 
Nation fisheries proceeded without 
restrictions. The preliminary 2015 fall 
chum salmon harvest in the Aboriginal 
fishery from the upper Yukon River was 
estimated to be 1000 fish based on recent 
harvest information.

Predictions suggest that the 2016 
Canadian-origin upper Yukon River 
chinook salmon run may be near or 
above the recent average (68 000 fish 
2007–2015) and similar to the run 
observed in 2015. The preseason outlook 
range for Canadian-origin Yukon River 
(mainstem) fall chum, based on the 
drainage-wide outlook, is 137 000 to 195 
000 fall chum salmon. Normal subsistence 
fishing opportunity and harvests were 
expected for chum salmon for the 2016 
season. A Yukon River Panel Joint 
Technical Committee Report for the 2016 
season will be available in spring 2017. 
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Figure 7.1 (Cover) Roof shingles at Forty Mile's Metal Working Shop
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7. Documentation 
7.a.  Photographs and Audiovisual Image Inventory and  

Authorization Form
See Appendix A.3: Photographs and Audiovisual Images.

7.b.  Texts Relating to Protective Designation, Copies 
of Property Management Plans or Documented 
Management Systems, and Extracts of Other Plans 
Relevant to the Property

Texts relating to protective designation, copies of property management plans or 
documented management systems, and extracts of other plans relevant to the  
nominated property are included in Appendices C, D, E, and F.

All supplemental materials are organized by type or subject, attached to the  
nomination, and listed in full below.

Appendix A: Electronic Materials
A.1 Nomination Proposal
A.2  Maps and Geographic Information – Folder contains AO Maps, A4 Maps, and 

GIS files
A.3  Photographs and Audiovisual Images – Folder contains image table/ 

authorization form (pdf), photographs, video files and subtitles
A.4  Appendices – Folder contains pdf versions of all appendixed materials listed 

below (B through K)

Appendix B: Maps
B.1 Map Book containing:
 Map 1.1 Regional Setting of Nominated Property
 Map 1.2 Nominated Property and Buffer Zone
 Map 1.3 Exceptions to the 100m Buffer Around the Nominated Property
 Map 2.1 Forty Mile, Historical and Present Day
 Map 2.2 Moosehide, Historical and Present Day
 Map 2.3 Bear Creek, Historical and Present Day
 Map 3.1 Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Settlement Land
 Map 5.1 Land Ownership, Nominated Property
 Map 5.2 Land Ownership, Yukon Riverscape
 Map 5.3 Land Ownership, The Goldfields
 Map 5.4 Land Ownership, Tr’ochëk and Dawson City
 Map 5.5 Placer Mineral Interests
 Map 5.6 Quartz Mineral Interests
 Map 5.7 Main Visitor Facilities and Services Within the Nominated Property
 Map 5.8 Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Settlement Land, All Categories
B.2 Large Format Map – Nominated Property and Buffer Zone
B.3 Large Format Map – Yukon Riverscape Heritage Features
B.4 Large Format Map – The Goldfields Heritage Features
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B.5 Large Format Map – Tr’ochëk and Dawson Heritage Features
B.6 Large Format Map – Land Ownership, Nominated Property

Appendix C: Tr’ondëk–Klondike Proposed Governance Documents
C.1 Tr’ondëk–Klondike World Heritage Site Management Plan (Draft)

Appendix D: Legislation, Regulations, and Bylaws
D.1 Archaeological Sites Regulation (2003)
D.2 City of Dawson Heritage Bylaw 09-04
D.3 City of Dawson Zoning Bylaw 12-27
D.4 Fisheries Act (1985)
D.5 Historic Resources Act (2002)
D.6 Historic Sites and Monuments Act (1985)
D.7 Parks Canada Agency Act (1998)
D.8 Placer Mining Act (2003)
D.9 Placer Mining Land Use Regulation (2003)
D.10 Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Fish and Wildlife Act (2009)
D.11 Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Heritage Act (2016)
D.12 Umbrella Final Agreement (1993)
D.13 Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Act (2003)
D.14 Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Final Agreement (1998)
D.15 Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Self-Government Agreement (1998)

Appendix E: Management Plans, Policies, and Guidelines
E.1 Administrative Reserves and Notations – Request Process (2016)
E.2 Bear Creek Compound Strategic Plan – Draft (2006)
E.3  City of Dawson and Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Integrated Community Sustainability 

Plan (2008)
E.4 City of Dawson Downtown Revitalization Plan (2014)
E.5 City of Dawson Official Community Plan (2012)
E.6 Dawson City Heritage Management Plan (2008)
E.7 Dawson Forest Resources Management Plan (2013)
E.8 Dawson Historical Complex Management Plan (2004)
E.9 Design Guidelines for Historic Dawson (1980)
E.10 Dredge No. 4 Management Plan (2004)
E.11 Dredge No. 4 Strategic Plan (2008)
E.12 Fish Habitat Management System for Yukon Placer Mining (2008)
E.13 Forty Mile Cultural Resource Management Plan (2014)
E.14  Forty Mile, Fort Cudahy and Fort Constantine Historic Site Management Plan 

(2006)
E.15  Guidelines Respecting the Discovery of Human Remains and First Nation  

Burial Sites in the Yukon (1999)
E.16 Handbook for the Identification of Heritage Sites and Features (2007)
E.17 Klondike National Historic Sites Management Plan Direction (2016)
E.18 Land Based Heritage Resource Policy (2011)
E.19 Moosehide Community Plan (2016)
E.20 Moosehide Cultural Resources Management Plan (2016)
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E.21  Operational Policy for Heritage Resources Management on Yukon Lands 
(2011)

E.22 Parks Canada Cultural Resource Management Policy (2013)
E.23 SS Keno Management Plan (2004)
E.24  Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada 

(2010)
E.25 Tr’ochëk Heritage Site Management Plan (2010)
E.26 Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Mining Mandate (2011)
E.27 Yukon Mine Site Reclamation and Closure Policy (2006)

Appendix F: Protective Designation Value Statements
F.1 Commemorative Integrity Statements
F.2 Moosehide Trail – Excerpt from Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Final Agreement
F.3 Statements of Significance

Appendix G: State of Conservation and Monitoring
G.1 State of Conservation Data (2016)
G.2 State of the Sites Report – Klondike National Historic Sites (2010)

Appendix H: Research
H.1  An Annotated Bibliography of Hän and Kutchin Oral Tradition: Focus on the 

Yukon River and Other Aspects of Regional Ecology, (S. Yamin, 1998)
H.2 The Architecture of the Tr’ondëk–Klondike (ERA Architects Inc., 2016)
H.3 A Cultural Cartography of Tr’ondëk–Klondike (D. Neufeld, 2015)
H.4  Description of Trondëk Hwëchin Songs (Trondëk Hwëchin Heritage Department, 

2016)
H.5  Expanded History of the Yukon Placer Mining Industry 1993–2016 (T. Christie, 

2016)
H.6 Forty Mile Archaeology 2005 (Thomas Heritage Consulting, 2006)
H.7  Land Use Legislation Research and Analysis for Tr’ondëk–Klondike (Crocus 

Bluff Consulting, 2015) 
H.8  Łuk Cho Anay / Big Fish Come: Tr’ondëk–Klondike World Heritage Nomination 

Thematic Research Traditional Harvesting Landscape (A. Winton, 2015)
H.9  A Review of Archaeological Evidence of Fishing Practices in the Tr’ondëk–

Klondike Region (Stantec Consulting, 2015)
H.10  Tr’ondëk–Klondike: The Ongoing Tradition of Klondike Placer Mining (M. 

Gates, 2015)
H.11 Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Bibliography – Excerpt (H. Dobrowolsky, 2008)
H.12  Yukon Placer Gold Mining: Historical Research Report (Vintage Ventures, 

2015)

Appendix I: Key Published Works Related to the Nominated Property
I.1 The Best of Robert Service (R. Service)
I.2 The Call of the Wild, White Fang & To Build a Fire (J. London)
I.3 Forty Mile / Ch’ëda Dëk Guide (Historic Sites, YG and Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in)
I.4 Hammerstones: A History of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in (H. Dobrowolsky)
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I.5  Make It Pay! Gold Dredge No. 4 Klondike, Yukon, Canada (D. Neufeld and  
P. Habiluk)

I.6  Tr’ochëk: The Archaeology and History of a Hän Fish Camp (H. Dobrowolsky and 
T.J. Hammer)

I.7 Selected Works Inspired by Klondike (S. Robinson)

Appendix J: Interpretation and Tourism Reports and Materials
J.1 Aboriginal Tourism Workshop Report (Keith Henry, 2015)
J.2  Economic Impact Analysis of the Proposed Tr’ondëk–Klondike World Heritage 

Site (Lions Gate Consulting, 2014)
J.3  Forty Mile, Fort Cudahy and Fort Constantine Historic Site Interpretation Plan 

(2007)
J.4  Social and Cultural Impacts of Potential UNESCO World Heritage Status for the 

Tr’ondëk–Klondike Region (Crocus Bluff Consulting, 2015)
J.5  Tourism Planning for Tr’ondëk–Klondike (Balsillie Management Consulting, 

2016)
J.6 Tr’ochëk Interpretive Plan (2003)
J.7  Visioning Workshop: First Nations Cultural Tourism Opportunities (KCD 

Consulting, 2016)
J.8 Selected Interpretive and Tourism Brochures and Publications

Appendix K: Letters and Stakeholder Support
K.1 City of Dawson
K.2 Dawson City Chamber of Commerce
K.3 Dawson City Museum
K.4 Klondike Placer Miners’ Association
K.5 Klondike Visitors Association
K.6 Parks Canada
K.7 Tourism Industry Association of the Yukon
K.8 Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in
K.9 Yukon Government

7.c.  Form and Date of Most Recent Records or Inventory 
of Property

Relevant reports and evaluations were collected from various management 
authorities in the nominated property and integrated in 2016 in preparation of this 
nomination proposal. Please refer to Appendix G.1: State of Conservation Report.
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7.d.  Address Where Inventory, Records,  
and Archives Are Held

Tr’ondëk–Klondike World Heritage Site (proposed)

Tr’ondëk–Klondike World Heritage Site Stewardship Board
c/o City of Dawson
PO Box 308
Dawson, Yukon, Canada Y0B 1G0
Tel: +1 867-993-7400

Government of Canada

Klondike National Historic Sites 
Parks Canada Agency
PO Box 390
Dawson, Yukon, Canada Y0B 1G0
+1 867-993-7200

Government of Yukon

Cultural Services Branch and 
Tourism Branch 
Department of Tourism and Culture
PO Box 2703
Whitehorse, Yukon, Canada Y1A 2C6
+1 867-667-8589

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 

Heritage Department
PO Box 599 
Dawson, Yukon, Canada Y0B 1G0 
+1 867-993-7100 

City of Dawson  

City of Dawson
PO Box 308
Dawson, Yukon, Canada Y0B 1G0
+1 867-993-7400

Climate Change Secretariat
Environment Yukon
PO Box 2703
Whitehorse, Yukon, Canada Y1A 2C6
+1 867-667-5652

Yukon Field Office
Department of Fisheries and Oceans
100-419 Range Road
Whitehorse, Yukon, Canada Y1A 3V1
+1 867-393-6722

Yukon Bureau of Statistics
Executive Council Office
PO Box 2703
Whitehorse, Yukon, Canada Y1A 2C6
+1 867-667-5640

Lands and Resources Department
PO Box 599
Dawson, Yukon, Canada Y0B 1G0
+1 867-993-7100

Dawson Mining Lands Office
Department of Energy, Mines  
and Resources
PO Box 249 
Dawson, Yukon, Canada Y0B 1G0
+1 867-993-5343
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Figure 8.1 (Cover) A fish wheel is used to catch chum salmon on the Yukon River near Dawson City, 2015
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the following address: 
 
Tr’ondëk–Klondike World Heritage Site 
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c/o City of Dawson
PO Box 308
Dawson, Yukon, Canada Y0B 1G0
+1 867-993-7400
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8.c. Other Local Institutions
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8.d. Official Web Address
The official web address for the nomination of Tr’ondëk–Klondike is  
http://nominationtk.ca.

Should Tr’ondëk–Klondike be inscribed on the World Heritage List, a new web address 
will be created. The current web address and contact information will remain active and 
will redirect to the new domain.

Contact: Paula Hassard, World Heritage Project Manager
E-mail: paula.hassard@trondek.ca
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Figure 9.1 (Cover) Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Elder Edward Roberts sings and drums with the Hän Singers at the 
Moosehide Gathering
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Glossary
Aboriginal
The first or earliest known people present in a region. It implies having no known peoples 
preceding occupancy of the region. “Aboriginal” was widely adopted as the correct 
collective term for the Indigenous Peoples of Canada in Canada’s Constitution Act (1982): 
section 35. (2), to include the Indian [First Nations], Inuit and Métis peoples of Canada. 
“Indigenous” is now the preferred term in Canada, and “Aboriginal” is only used when 
referring specifically to section 35 Aboriginal rights, and in historical contexts. 

Acetylene
A colourless, pungent-smelling hydrocarbon gas that burns with a very hot and efficient 
flame. A mixture of oxygen and acetylene (oxyacetylene) is commonly used as the fuel 
to cut and weld ferrous metals.

Adaptation through continuity
The ability of an Indigenous people to maintain a continuous relationship with the 
land by adapting to a disruption of their way of life. In Tr’ondëk–Klondike, despite the 
disruptive impact of the Klondike Gold Rush, the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in maintained access 
to their traditional territory for subsistence, cultural, social, and spiritual purposes by 
adapting to the impact.

Area 
A general geographical region. In this document, Tr’ondëk–Klondike is characterized 
according to three geographically contiguous areas that form the cultural landscape 
as a whole: the Yukon Riverscape, the Klondike goldfields, and Tr’ochëk and Dawson 
City. The areas are further grouped into features, which consist of specific built, 
archaeological, and landscape components. 

Band
A body of "Indians" for whom lands have been set apart, or who are declared to be a 
band for the purposes of Canada’s Indian Act. Community members choose a chief and 
councillors by election, or sometimes through custom. Band members generally share 
common values, traditions, and practices rooted in their ancestral heritage. 

Bedrock
The rock underlying loose material such as soil, sand, clay, or gravel. The bedrock 
underlying Bonanza and Eldorado creeks is mainly Klondike Schist: a crystalline 
metamorphic rock with aligned grains that allow it to split easily into flakes or slabs. 
Klondike Schist often contains quartz bodies carrying traces of gold. 

Bench 
Relatively level or inclined land in the Tr’ondëk–Klondike landscape that is bounded 
by steeper slopes above and below it. A river or creek valley may have several benches 
parallel to the water and created by the movement of the water over time as it becomes 
entrenched in the valley. 
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Caterpillar (CAT) placer mining
Placer mining with a vehicle that travels efficiently on soft or wet ground by using 
wheels to drive a continuous band of treads or track plates that distribute the vehicle’s 
weight. 

Chinook salmon
Species of Pacific Ocean salmon. Chinook salmon spend their first year in freshwater 
tributaries of the Yukon River before migrating downstream. The average adult weighs 
upwards of 7 kg and returns home to spawn in 4 to 5 years. 

Chum salmon
Species of Pacific Ocean salmon. Chum salmon migrate immediately upon emerging 
from their gravel nests in freshwater tributaries of the Yukon River. Adults average 3 to 
7 kg and return home to spawn in 3 or 4 years.

Claim
An area of land for which details have been filed with the proper government agency 
for the extraction of gold or other metals. It gives the claim holder the rights to the 
minerals within the claim for a certain period of time, subject to certain sizes and 
conditions. The boundaries of the claim are marked by posts and metal tags  
identifying it.

Component 
The most specific category of elements that contribute to the cultural landscape. In this 
document, general areas (e.g., Tr’ochëk and Dawson City) are made up of a number 
of features (e.g., Dawson City Townsite), which can consist of a number of built, 
archaeological, and landscape components (e.g., Post Office, Dawson Hillside dwelling 
platforms, Midnight Dome). Together, the features and components reflect the overall 
significance of Tr’ondëk–Klondike.

Concession 
A long-term lease of land created by the Government of Canada in 1898 to encourage 
large-scale mining development by individuals or companies.

Dawson Style 
An architectural style defined by the Design Guidelines of Historic Dawson. The 
guidelines were developed to ensure that gaps in the historic streetscapes (due to fire, 
floods, or deterioration) were in-filled with contemporary buildings compatible with the 
remaining historic buildings. 

Dentalium
Tooth shells from scaphopod molluscs used as ornaments or as a form of currency, 
common in western Canada and the United States.

Derrick
A tower or a self-supported pole, often used in association with a hinged boom. A 
pulley system is connected to the top of the tower or pole for lifting heavy loads. 
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Dragline
A large excavating machine that moves ground using a very large bucket suspended by 
wire cables from a truss-like structure at the front of the machine. The operator moves 
the bucket using wire ropes and chains powered by diesel or electric motors.

Dredge
A floating mechanical screening device for mining. The most common northern dredge 
was the bucket-line dredge that used a continuous chain of buckets to scrape the 
bottom and sides of self-excavated ponds as it mined the creeks and rivers. The collected 
material was put through a revolving perforated drum that deposited gold into sluice 
runs in the bottom of the dredge. The waste material was deposited out the back of the 
dredge to form distinctive fan-shaped tailings piles.

Dredging
A mining excavation activity using a dredge to separate particles of differing sizes and 
weights. The heaviest materials, including gold, were collected for further processing. 

Feature 
A major site or functional grouping. In this document, general areas (e.g., Yukon 
Riverscape) are made up of a number of features (e.g., Moosehide Village), which can 
consist of a number of built, archaeological and landscape components (e.g., Moosehide 
School, Archaeology locality on lower bench, Gathering place). Together, the features 
and components reflect the overall significance of Tr’ondëk–Klondike. 

First Nation
A term that came into common usage in the 1970s to replace the word “Indian,” 
which some people found offensive. “First Nation” is now widely used in Canada to 
refer to both Status and non-Status Indians (see below). Yukon First Nations who have 
signed land-claim and self-governing agreements have legally defined First Nation 
governments. 

Flume
A manufactured three-sided trough set on an incline and used to convey water.

Frontier
The limit of colonized land from the viewpoint of non-Indigenous people beyond which 
lay the promise of new lands and resources. The frontier came to represent the Western 
perspective of being on the fringe of civilization, beyond government and societal 
controls. 

Frontier culture
An idealized version of life on the frontier from the viewpoint of non-Indigenous 
people, as represented in numerous artistic and literary works that supported the 
national narratives of the new settlers. The idealized frontier character embodied self-
reliance, enterprise, independence, and resilience. Frontier culture also encompasses 
interaction with Indigenous people, as well as their imprint on the landscape and their 
efforts to persevere in the face of disruption. 
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Frontier town
A settlement by non-Indigenous people in Indigenous territory. Built quickly, efficiently, 
and cheaply, the town served as an outpost of expanding empires and states. It 
established the authority of governments, served as the centre to support the activities 
that brought the settlers, and connected the various elements of a non-Indigenous 
landscape such as a mining landscape. Frontier towns and their surrounding landscapes 
were the point of contact between Indigenous and non-Indigenous cultural, social, and 
economic realities.

Gill net
A fishing net that is set vertically so that fish get trapped in it by their gills.

Gold standard
A monetary system where a nation’s currency is backed by its gold reserves.

Gold rush landscape
A cultural landscape that resulted from three conditions: a sudden, large-scale migration 
and settlement of non-Indigenous people in lands used and inhabited by Indigenous 
people; the pursuit of gold-mining activities; and the disruption of the Indigenous 
way of life within their traditional homelands. Its tangible evidence is found through 
settlement patterns and uses, through Indigenous interactions with the land, through 
the type of mining activity, through the management approach, and through their 
expression of frontier culture.

Grayling 
A small, colourful game fish found throughout Yukon in streams, rivers, and lakes. 
Yukon grayling are less than 41 cm long with a weight of under 1 kg.

Gulch
A narrow and steep-sided ravine marking the course of a fast stream.

Hän
A language belonging to the Athabaskan language family, spoken by Indigenous people 
in the Yukon River drainage basin in western Yukon and eastern Alaska. The name Hän 
means “people of the river.”

Hydraulic mining
A type of mining in which a stream of water under pressure moves gold-bearing ground 
into a sluice run that separates out the gold and other heavy material. 

Hydraulicking
Mining by the hydraulic method.
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Indian
A legally defined term used by the Government of Canada in reference to a particular 
group of Indigenous people. Indians, Inuit, and Métis are recognized as Aboriginal 
peoples under section 35 of Canada’s Constitution Act (1982). The term “Indian” is now 
only used in specific legal or historical contexts. “Indigenous” is the preferred and 
accepted term, and considered to be more inclusive and respectful. In United States law, 
the term “Indians” refers generally to Indigenous peoples of the continent at the time 
of European colonization. “Alaska Natives” and “Native Hawaiians” refer to peoples 
Indigenous to the areas occupied by those named states. 

Indian Act
Canadian federal legislation first passed in 1876 and amended several times since. It sets 
out federal government obligations and regulates the management of Indian reserve 
lands, Indian monies, and other resources through the Department of Indigenous 
Affairs and Northern Development. 

Indigenous 
Living naturally in a particular region. It implies origin in a place or region, not having 
been introduced from elsewhere. “Indigenous” is a synonym for “Aboriginal.” The term 
“Indigenous Peoples” has been commonly used in an international context, referring 
to groups as having specific rights and interests based on their ties to the lands that 
their ancestors have occupied since time immemorial, and their cultural or historical 
distinctiveness from other populations. “Indigenous Peoples” is now the preferred 
collective term in Canada to include First Nations, Inuit and Métis. In broader terms, 
“Indigenous peoples” refers in this nomination proposal to the peoples inhabiting the 
lands at the time of the arrival of miners and settlers during the gold rush events in the 
Americas, Oceania, and South Africa.

Inverted syphon
A u-shaped pipe that conducts water from one hill to another across an intervening 
valley, following the depression of the ground, that causes liquid to flow upward. It is 
powered by the fall of the liquid as it flows down the tube under the pull of gravity in 
a pressurized space. Water is discharged at a level lower than where it entered the pipe. 
The Yukon Ditch inverted syphons conveyed water across river and creek valleys.

Land claims 
Claims based on the traditional use and occupancy of land by First Nations, Métis, and 
Inuit. In 1973, the federal government recognized continuing Indigenous rights to lands 
and natural resources in areas not dealt with by treaty and other legal means. A model 
Yukon agreement, the Umbrella Final Agreement, was presented in 1991 and signed 
in 1993. Eleven Yukon First Nations have since signed their own individual final land 
claim agreements. Each First Nation Final Agreement is a treaty recognized in Section 
35 of the Constitution Act (1982) and therefore takes precedence over other laws.

Monitor
A large metal cannon used in hydraulic mining to direct a jet of water at the ground or 
a hillside. 
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Moosehide Slide 
The prominent rockslide at the north end of the Dawson townsite, which is a landmark 
for travellers in the area. It is an ancient landslide that figures in Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
oral history from long before the gold rush days. The English name is shortened from a 
translation of the Hän Ëddhä dädhëcha: literally, “weathered moosehide hanging.”

Newcomers 
Non-Indigenous people who arrived prior to, during, and after the Klondike Gold Rush.

Non-Indigenous people
People not Indigenous to the lands where gold was discovered, who came to mine and 
in some instances settle those lands. These were generally of European, African, or 
Asian descent.

North-West Mounted Police (NWMP)
A police force representing the Canadian government, which enforced law and order in 
western and northern Canada from 1873 to 1920. It was the precursor to the current 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP).

Obsidian
A hard, dark, glasslike volcanic rock formed by the rapid solidification of lava without 
crystallization.

Oral history
Evidence taken from the spoken words of people who have knowledge of past events 
and traditions. Oral history is often recorded and transcribed. It is used in public schools, 
to write academic histories, and to document claim agreements.

Overburden
Worthless or low-grade surface material covering a body of valuable minerals.

Parks Canada Agency
An agency of the Canadian Government legally mandated to protect and present 
nationally significant examples of Canada’s natural and cultural heritage and to foster 
public understanding, appreciation, and enjoyment in ways that ensure their ecological 
and commemorative integrity for present and future generations.

Pay dirt
Ground that contains an economically feasible amount of gold, either undisturbed in 
the ground or collected by the miner in preparation for sluicing. 

Permafrost
A permanently frozen layer of subsoil or sediment located under a layer of ground. 
Permafrost is ground that remains frozen for longer than two consecutive years, and it 
may or may not contain significant amounts of ice. Permafrost is generally thicker and 
colder as one moves farther north.
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Placer 
A Spanish term describing a shoal or alluvial/sand deposit. Placer mineral deposits are 
formed through erosion and the action of water in a stream or riverbed. 

Placer gold mining
The mining of alluvial deposits by using water and gravity to wash away lighter 
material, leaving the heavier gold to be collected. This deceptively simple method 
is known to have been used as a technique for extracting placer gold deposits in 
the Ancient World. Klondike placer mining techniques include early hand mining 
techniques of sinking shafts and drifting tunnels, to hydraulicking, dredging, and 
caterpillar mining. This expression is a synonym for alluvial mining. 

Potlatch 
A highly regulated and elaborate gift-giving feast to celebrate important events. It 
was widely practised by Indigenous peoples in the Pacific Northwest of Canada and 
the United States. It functioned as an economic system for distributing goods and 
demonstrating wealth and prominence. 

Pressure box
A four-sided box with an outlet pipe on one side and an inlet flume on the opposite side 
to allow water to accumulate in the box. When a gate to the outlet pipe is open, water 
is delivered under pressure through an inverted syphon across the valley to a similar 
elevation on the opposite hillside. 

Reserve 
Tract of land to which the legal title is held by the Crown. First Nation reserves were 
set apart for the use and benefit of an Indian band. Heritage reserves are land notations 
established by the Yukon Government to indicating areas of cultural or historic interest. 
Similar forms of Indigenous settlement were imposed in Australia, New Zealand, and 
the United States.

Residential School System
Government-sponsored religious boarding schools established to assimilate Indigenous 
children into Euro-Canadian culture. The Yukon residential schools were in place from 
1901 to the 1960s.

Riffle
An obstruction in a sluice run that causes turbulence and creates an opportunity for 
gold to drop out of a stream of gravel and water slurry. Riffles can be made of angle 
iron, wooden poles, or wooden blocks positioned to allow gold to collect between them. 

Sandbox
A four-sided wooden box used along the Yukon Ditch where the sand settled from the 
water.
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Self-Government
Arrangements for First Nations to govern their internal affairs and assume greater 
responsibility and control over the decision-making that affects their communities. 
Each First Nation that reaches a final land claim agreement also reaches a Self-
Government Agreement. Chapter 24 of the Agreement defines the powers, authorities, 
and responsibilities of the individual First Nation. The agreements provide for funding 
to support the delivery of programs and services. A self-governing First Nation has the 
power to make and enact laws that affect their lands and citizens, to tax, to provide 
for municipal planning, and to manage or co-manage lands and resources. Each First 
Nation constitution will define the membership code, establish governing bodies and 
provide for their powers, and protect the rights and freedoms of the citizens.

Settlement Land
Land owned and managed by a First Nation, as identified in that First Nation’s Final 
Agreement. Specific lands identified in land-claim agreements fall into defined 
categories conveying different levels of use and control. A First Nation has surface and 
subsurface rights, including minerals and oil and gas, in Category A and Reserve Land. 
In Category B Land, the First Nation has surface rights. Fee Simple Settlement Land is 
the same fee simple title as any land registered in the Yukon Land Titles Office.

Sixties Scoop
The forcible apprehension and removal by social services of thousands of Indigenous 
children from their families for adoption or foster care by non-Indigenous families. This 
“Sixties Scoop” followed the gradual closure of the Indian Residential School system in 
the 1960s. 

Sluice box 
A wooden or metal trough, set on an incline and equipped with riffles, through which 
alluvial material is washed to recover its gold or other heavy minerals. 

Sluicing
The act of recovering gold from gravels by washing it through a sluice box.

Solifluction
The slow downhill flow of soil in arctic and subarctic regions. Soil movement occurs 
during the summer thaw when water in the surface soil is trapped by the permafrost 
beneath it. Gravity moves the waterlogged material down a slope, helped by freeze-
thaw cycles that push the top of the soil outward. Hillsides affected by solifluction 
exhibit lobe-shaped slumps.

Spillway
A passage for surplus water from a dam, flume, or ditch system.

Staking a claim
The act of marking the extent of a mining claim by installing marked posts at the 
perimeter, and then applying and paying to register the claim, giving the person rights 
to the subsurface minerals.
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Stampeders
Term often used for non-Indigenous people who arrived during the Klondike Gold 
Rush.

Status and Non-Status
The specific legal identity of an Indigenous person in Canada as defined by the eligibility 
criteria laid out in the Indian Act (1876). Status Indians are entitled to a range of 
programs and services not available to non-status Indians.

Strip, stripping
The act of removing overlying earth, lower-grade, or barren material from a mining 
claim. 

Trapline
A series of traps, as well as the lands and trails along which they are set, for furbearing 
game. 

Treaty
A signed agreement that defines, among other things, the respective rights of 
Indigenous people and governments to use and enjoy lands traditionally occupied by 
Indigenous people. Treaties signed between the time of the Royal Proclamation (1763) 
and Confederation of Canada (1867) saw Indigenous people surrender interest in lands 
in exchange for reserves, annual payments, and certain rights to hunt and fish. The 
Numbered Treaties signed after Confederation saw Indigenous people give up large 
areas of land to the Crown in exchange for reserve lands, agricultural equipment and 
livestock, annual payments, ammunition, clothing, and certain rights to hunt and 
fish. Treaties were also negotiated in Australia, New Zealand, and the United States 
of America to govern the relationship between the non-Indigenous governments and 
certain Indigenous peoples.

Trommel
A large perforated metal cylinder mounted in Yukon dredges, used for separating gold-
bearing materials by size.

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in
The Indigenous inhabitants of an area centred on the Yukon River drainage basin in 
western Yukon Territory. Tr’o means hammer rock, used to drive the salmon weir stakes 
into the mouth of the river; ndëk is the river part, and Hwëch’in means the people. 
Liberally translated, it means “the people who lived at the mouth of the Klondike.” 
(Gerald Isaac, 1999)
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Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Final Agreement and  
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Self-Government Agreement
Treaties recognized and protected under Section 35 of the federal Constitution Act (1982). 
They came into effect between Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in (TH), Canada, and Yukon in 1998. 
Among other negotiated rights and benefits, these Agreements establish Settlement 
Lands, entrench the rights of TH to participate in management of natural and heritage 
resources, and confirm TH’s legislative powers to enact its own acts and regulations.

Umbrella Final Agreement
A political or policy document between the Government of Canada, Government of 
Yukon, and Yukon First Nations as represented by the Council of Yukon First Nations. 
This common template for negotiating Yukon First Nation final agreements is not itself a 
legally enforceable document. All of its provisions are contained in each legally binding 
First Nation Final Agreement.

Weir
A fishing technique using a fence that could be made of spruce stakes and willow 
branches to direct salmon into traps or enclosed areas where they could be speared or 
trapped. 

Windlass
A type of winch used to lower buckets into a mining shaft and hoist them up again.
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