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OPINIONS

Uffish Thoughts: It was cleaning day at the old CIBC
Story & photos
by Dan Davidson
The cleaning bee at the Old
CIBC building on Front Street
was advertised to run from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m., on July 6, but it
didn’t really take as long as that.
Lots of folks showed up and
put in a few hours of volunteer
labour, fueled by smokies and
hamburgers prepared by the
Dawson Firefighters.
A truck and large trailer
were on hand to carry loads of
junk away as it was shoved out
the door. One full load was just
metal scrap.
The
place
has
been
accumulating garbage since the
bank sold it in 1989. Most of the
junk was on the ground floor,
though there was a period of
time when the second floor was
used for summer housing. July
and August 1989 issues of the
Klondike Sun (which everyone
seemed to think I should take
charge of) show that some
literate folks lived there the
summer after the paper was
launched.
Mattresses, box springs,
pillows, a coffee pot and
assorted other domestic items
speak to people having lived
up there until the rear and side
stairways were finally removed
a few years later, making access
difficult, if not impossible.
The
level
of
cheerful
participation in this cleaning
exercise is a testament to how

much satisfaction there is in
the town that the building now
stands a chance of becoming
something other than a wreck.
The size of the cleanup crew
waxed and waned with the day,
and while waiting for the big
trailer to return for the next
load, but it included a fair mix
of Dawson’s population: city
office folk, business owners,
interested citizens, young and
old.
The price tag of $170,000
was a bit startling last winter,
but this resolution to a problem
that has been festering on
Front Street since 1989 when
the bank moved out and sold it
to a private landowner, is most
welcome.
Since that time the town
has declared the building a
Municipal Historic Site.
It
already has a National Historic
Sites and Monuments Board
plaque, which was fastened to
boulder just south of the bank
in 1988. It’s a bit the worse for
wear, and rumour has it that
Parks Canada is looking into
fixing it up or replacing it. It
would certainly make sense to
tie the building more directly
to Park’s operations at the
Robert Service Cabin up on
Eighth Avenue.
Given the sad condition it had
fallen into, that wouldn’t have
been nearly as desirable during
the last 24 years.
The Bank of Commerce
(before the merger with the

We want to hear from you!

Imperial Bank of Can. In 1961),
arrived in Dawson at the urging
of the Dominion Government
(as it was often called then)
to set up banking in 1898 and
the present building came into
being in 1901.
As the plaque mounted
on the boulder says, “this
Renaissance Revival building is
one of Canada’s finest surviving
structures clad in decorative
pressed metal.” The metal is
shaped and painted to look like
the stone buildings that the
style imitates.
There aren’t very many of
these buildings left in Canada
– and Dawson has two of
them, the other one being the
Masonic Lodge four blocks up
Queen Street. It started out as a
Carnegie Library and is in much
better shape due to the efforts
of the Masons.
The town is still seeking
funds to work on the building
and bring it back to life.
Priorities would be work on the
roof, fixing a few holes where
the weather gets in, replacing
window, and then putting
proper shutters on them for the
winter. Much of the initial work
will simply be about making the
place look less like a wreck, but
somewhere down the road – it
may take a while – there may be
some viable business operating
out of the this heritage building.
A bank would be nice. Are you
listening, CIBC?
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It looked worse than this at the very beginning, but this is still
pretty bad.
Just a few hours later, the first floor junk was all gone.
The second floor took a while longer.
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