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World Heritage Status
by Paula Hassard
I am very excited to be working for the Tr’ondëk 

Hwëch’in on Jackie’s team. It’s hard to believe it’s 
been 38 years since 
I saw Dawson for 
the first time and 
fell in love with 
this amazing place 
and the people. 
I am of Scottish, 
Irish and English 
ancestry with roots 
in southern Ontario, 

where my parents both started out as teachers 
in rural one-room schoolhouses and raised five 
children. I have fond memories of our family 
camping trips and summers at the Great Lakes.

I met my husband, John (Steins), at Gerties when 
we were blackjack dealers, in 1975. Later, we ran 
a small store selling art, handmade crafts and 
local furs. We remember Dawson before the dyke 
and the Dempster Highway were built, and went 
through the flood of 1979. John’s “little” brother 
and later on his dad came to live with us. My sister, 
Trish, followed me here, too, and homesteaded 
on the Klondike River, but John and I are the ones 
who stayed. We lived in a little log cabin at 2nd and 

Duke next to the Isaac’s (Lopaschuk’s) for five years 
before we built our home on Eighth above the 
flood line.

I have always enjoyed arts and crafts, music and 
culture, and volunteered for many community 
groups. I worked in cultural heritage for many years 
at Parks Canada. With the likes of Sue, Glenda 
and Lee, I helped research, protect and display 
artifacts, buildings, sites and stories. Over the years 
I was also privileged to work closely with many 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in citizens, including Edith (Fraser) 
Robinson, Paul Blanchard, Debbie (Moi) Everitt, 
Karen Farr, and Ben Johnson.

The Heritage Department has hired me to explore 
the idea of this region becoming a World Heritage 
site. “The Klondike” is already on a shortlist as a 
possible World Heritage site—a place that is so 
special that it has value to all humanity. Jackie 
Olson says, “We know we’re special, but others 
don’t.” The nomination would help people 
understand the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in way of life and 
how it contributes to world history and culture. It 
could have many other benefits.

We look forward to future discussions!
Please feel welcome to drop by for tea at my 

office in Madame Tremblay’s.(phone: 993-2429; 
email: paula.hassard@trondek.ca).

G
oo

d to see you again!

Another sure sign of 
summer: the return of 
the DZCC crew. This 

year, we welcome (from 
left) Freda Roberts, Tish 
Lindgren, Cecille Fage, 
Fran Morberg-Green, 

and Jen Mierau. Great to 
have you, folks!


